
	
	

RULES	

CLIMATE	INVESTIGATION	GRANT	

	

INTRODUCTION	

The	French	Association	of	Science	Journalists	(AJSPI)	brings	together	professional	journalists	specialising	in	
scientific	and	technical	information.	It	aims	to:	promote	better	scientific	information;	to	promote	the	principle	
of	free	access	to	sources	of	scientific	information;	to	undertake	initiatives	aimed	at	giving	scientific	information	
its	 rightful	 place	 in	 all	 general	 media;	 to	 foster	 the	 best	 possible	 collaboration	 between	 researchers	 and	
journalists;	to	ensure	that	research	organisations,	both	public	and	private,	and	businesses	respond	positively	
to	 journalists’	 needs	 for	 information;	 to	 undertake	 initiatives	 that	 facilitate	 the	 practice	 of	 its	 members’	
profession;	to	participate	in	international	unions	of	science	journalists	and	to	collaborate	with	similar	foreign	
associations.	Its	office	has	10	members	and	meets	once	a	month.	Its	headquarters	are	located	at	102	avenue	
des	Champs	Elysées,	75008	Paris.	

The	BNP	Paribas	 Foundation,	 under	 the	auspices	of	 the	 Fondation	de	 France,	 has	been	a	major	player	 in	
corporate	philanthropy	for	the	last	thirty	years.	It	also	coordinates	the	international	development	of	the	BNP	
Paribas	Group's	 patronage,	wherever	 the	 Bank	 is	 present.	 The	 BNP	 Paribas	 Foundation	 frames	 its	 actions	
within	a	multidisciplinary	patronage	approach,	favouring	innovative	projects	focused	on	culture,	solidarity	and	
the	environment.	Attentive	to	the	quality	of	its	commitment	to	its	partners,	the	BNP	Paribas	Foundation	strives	
to	support	their	projects	over	time.	Since	2010,	the	BNP	Paribas	Foundation	has	been	supporting	research	on	
climate	change	through	its	Climate	Initiative	programme.	Its	objective	is	to	understand	the	impacts	of	climate	
change	in	order	to	predict	the	consequences	on	our	environment	and	on	people	worldwide.	

The	climate	investigation	grant	was	created	in	2018	with	the	aim	of	supporting	ambitious	field	investigations	
focused	on	understanding	of	the	climate,	adaptation	to	climate	change,	or	on	different	mitigation	strategies.	
It	also	aims	to	encourage	transnational,	collaborative	and	transmedia	projects.	It	 is	exclusively	reserved	for	
professionals	 (print,	 radio,	 TV,	 web...),	members	 of	 a	 national	 association	 of	 science	 journalists,	 based	 in	
Europe.	 There	 is	 no	 linguistic	 restriction	 on	 the	 language	 in	which	 the	winning	 projects	 are	 subsequently	
published.	

	

CLAUSE	1	-	CONDITIONS	FOR	PARTICIPATION	

-	Conditions	concerning	the	author	and	his	or	her	potential	co-authors	

A	project	may	be	carried	out	by	one	author,	but	the	jury	will	view	projects	carried	out	by	various	co-authors	
particularly	favourably,	especially	from	different	countries.	In	such	cases,	a	referent	author	must	be	designated	
for	communications	with	AJSPI	and	its	partners.	

To	 compete	 for	 the	 climate	 investigation	 grant,	 the	 author	 or	 the	 referent	 author	 if	 the	 project	 concerns	
several	 co-authors,	must	 be	 a	 professional	 journalist,	 and	member	 of	 a	 European	 association	 of	 scientific	
journalists.	

The	author	can	only	participate	in	one	application	per	year.	

A	co-author	cannot	withdraw	or	be	withdrawn	from	a	project	admitted	to	pre-selection,	and	especially	not	
once	awarded.	

	 	



	
	

-	Conditions	relating	to	the	project	

The	climate	investigation	grant	can	only	be	awarded	to	projects.	It	is	not	accessible	to	work	which	is	already	
completed	or	being	finalised.	 If	the	project	 is	carried	out	by	several	co-authors,	 it	 is	the	subject	of	a	single	
application	on	which	all	the	co-authors	must	expressly	appear.	

Projects	must	be	presented	and	addressed	exclusively	by	 the	authors.	Applications	 filed	directly	by	a	 legal	
person	(company,	collective,	association...)	will	not	be	considered.	

The	 project	 must	 be	 written	 in	 English	 and	 consist	 of	 the	 required	 documents	 as	 defined	 in	 the	 call	 for	
applications.	

CLAUSE	2	-	PROCESS	

-	Registration	

Online	registration	is	free	of	charge	at	https://www.ecsj2018.eu	in	accordance	with	the	dates	and	deadlines	
stipulated	in	the	call	for	applications,	and	in	accordance	with	these	rules.	

A	 form	 details	 the	 composition	 of	 the	 application	 file	 and	 the	 required	 documents.	 At	 the	 end	 of	 this	
registration	process,	an	acknowledgment	of	receipt	will	be	sent	to	authors	and	their	potential	co-authors.	

-	Preselection	

A	 preselection	 will	 be	 carried	 out	 by	 the	 AJSPI.	 Applications	 which	 do	 not	 comply	 with	 these	 rules,	 the	
recommendations	in	the	call	for	applications,	or	that	do	not	include	the	required	information	and	documents	
will	 be	 rejected.	 This	 pre-selection	 is	 sent	 to	 the	 jury	 for	 deliberation.	 Candidates	 who	 have	 not	 been	
shortlisted	will	be	informed	by	e-mail.	

-	Selection	

Selection	will	be	made	by	a	jury	composed	of	journalists	and	scientists.	Its	composition	will	be	finalised	and	
disseminated	by	the	AJSPI	and	the	BNP	Paribas	Foundation.	

The	jury’s	decision	is	final,	made	by	majority	at	the	end	of	the	deliberations.	Decisions	may	not	be	contested.	

The	jury	may	request	additional	information	at	any	time	during	the	selection	process.	

The	 jury	 will	 take	 into	 account:	 the	 originality	 of	 the	 subject,	 its	 importance,	 its	 scientific	 relevance,	 the	
envisaged	 journalistic	 approach,	 its	 feasibility,	 possible	 international	 collaborations,	 and	 the	 transmedia	
dimension	of	the	project.	

CLAUSE	3	-	AWARD	

The	climate	 investigation	grant	 is	 a	 capped	 sum,	paid	directly	 to	 the	winner(s)	by	 the	AJSPI.	 Its	 amount	 is	
specified	in	the	call	for	applications.	The	jury	is	free	to	decide	to	award	the	candidate(s)	a	lower	amount.	

The	climate	investigation	grant	can	be	combined	with	other	professional	support.	

In	case	of	multiple	authors,	the	grant	is	paid	to	the	designated	referent	author.	

The	payment	of	the	grant	is	subject	to	the	signature	of	these	rules.	

	 	



	
	

CLAUSE	4	-	GUARANTEES	

Applicants	shall	guarantee	the	AJSPI	and	the	BNP	Paribas	Foundation	against	any	recourse	or	action	that	may	
be	 brought	 against	 them	 on	 any	 basis	 whatsoever,	 during	 the	 course	 of	 the	 competition	 and	 during	 the	
operations	envisaged	in	Clause	5	of	these	rules,	by	any	person	who	participated	or	not	in	the	development	of	
the	work,	and	susceptible	to	assert	any	right	of	any	kind.	

Candidates	are	solely	and	fully	responsible	for	the	content	of	the	work;	as	such,	they	undertake	not	to	use	any	
element	 likely	 to	 infringe	on	 the	 rights	 of	 third	parties,	 notably	 copyrights	 or	 their	 personality	 rights,	 and	
declare	that	they	have	obtained	the	prior	authorisation	of	any	third	person	whose	protected	work,	 image,	
voice	or	name	appears	in	the	work.	In	particular,	contestants	guarantee	that	their	work	does	not	contain	any	
content	that	may	be	against	 the	 law	or	other	regulations,	notably	those	relating	to	defamation	and	 insult,	
privacy	and	counterfeiting.	

The	AJSPI	 and	 its	partners	 reserve	 the	 right	 to	 cancel	 an	application,	or	even	 the	awarding	of	 the	 climate	
investigation	grant	in	the	event	that	the	provisions	of	this	clause	are	not	respected,	i.e.	in	all	cases	where	the	
responsibility	of	the	candidate	is	engaged	on	behalf	of	the	name	or	rights	held	by	a	third	party	in	any	capacity.	

CLAUSE	5	-	AUTHORISATIONS	

The	winners	(names	of	authors,	titles	of	projects	and	short	summaries)	will	be	published	on	the	website	of	the	
ECSJ	or	its	communication	media.	

The	winners	of	the	climate	investigation	grant	expressly	authorise	the	AJSPI	and	the	BNP	Paribas	Foundation,	
to	carry	out	the	following	operations,	free	of	charge:	

-	 the	 publication	 of	 titles,	 names	 of	 authors,	 press	 materials	 (author's	 photograph,	 biographies,	 short	
summaries...)	on	all	media	relating	to	the	promotion	of	the	work	and	the	prize	list,	and	communicated	to	the	
AJSPI	for	this	end;	

-	the	keeping	of	three	copies	of	the	completed	winning	work	in	order	to	make	it	available	to	the	members	of	
AJSPI	and	the	BNP	Paribas	Foundation;	

-	 dissemination	 of	 the	 work	 once	 published,	 in	 its	 entirety	 or	 as	 an	 excerpt,	 for	 example	 at	 the	 World	
Conference	 of	 Science	 Journalists	 2019	 and	 the	 forthcoming	 European	 Conference	 of	 Science	 Journalists	
(2020),	and	where	appropriate	at	other	free	events	organised	by	the	AJSPI	or	the	BNP	Paribas	Foundation;	

-	dissemination	on	the	site	and	social	networks	of	the	AJSPI,	the	ECSJ	and	the	BNP	Paribas	Foundation	of	one	
or	more	extracts	of	the	work	once	published.	

CLAUSE	6	-	OBLIGATIONS	

The	beneficiaries	 undertake	 to	 regularly	 inform	 the	AJSPI	 (climateinvestigationgrants@ecsj2018.eu)	 of	 the	
progress	of	the	funded	work.	

The	beneficiaries	undertake	to	publish	the	work	in	the	media	or	media	of	their	choice	and	in	the	language	of	
their	choice.	They	expressly	undertake	to	inform	the	AJSPI	of	the	first	publication	of	the	work.	

The	mention	With	the	support	of	the	AJSPI/BNP	Paribas	Foundation	climate	investigation	grant	must	appear	
on	any	medium	of	dissemination,	exploitation,	or	publication	of	the	work.	

CLAUSE	7	-	INCOMPATIBILITY	

Members	of	the	jury	and	the	pre-selection	working	group	may	not	be	candidates	as	principal	or	co-author.	

Work	which	involves	one	of	the	jury	members	in	any	way	whatsoever	cannot	be	awarded	grants.	

	



	
	

CLAUSE	8	-	ACCEPTANCE	OF	THE	RULES	

Participation	in	the	selection	process	implies	full	and	unreserved	acceptance	of	these	rules.	

The	rules	are	deemed	as	accepted	at	the	end	of	the	online	registration	process,	once	it	 is	validated	by	the	
candidate.	

	

The	AJSPI	and	 its	partners	reserve	the	right	to	modify	or	cancel	the	conditions	for	the	awarding	of	climate	
investigation	grants,	and	shall	not	incur	any	liability	in	this	respect.	They	shall	inform	candidates	as	soon	as	
possible.	

	

Signature(s):	

	


