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Pickens County Hazard Mitigation Community Questionnaire 
 
Pickens County Emergency Management is currently leading a project to update the Pickens 
County Hazard Mitigation Plan. This mitigation plan serves as a roadmap to reducing the 
impacts of hazards on Pickens County, helping to reduce impacts of disasters like floods and 
tornadoes. This questionnaire is designed to help the Pickens County Team leading this 
project to understand the concerns you have about the hazards which your communities 
face.  Your responses will help guide the development of this important plan.  
 
Please note survey responses are kept confidential.  Participation in this survey is voluntary 
and your completed questionnaire indicates your willingness to participate in the survey.  
Thank you for taking the time to help your community with the preparation of our mitigation 
plan! This survey can also be completed online at 
https://sites.google.com/a/allclearemg.com/pickensco-hazard-mitigation/survey.  
 
Please send completed questionnaires to Denise Kwiatek at dkwiatek@co.pickens.sc.us or 
via US Mail  to 1509 Walhalla Highway Pickens, SC  29671. Thank you!  
 
 
1.   In which community do you live? 
 
 
2.   Do you have flood insurance? 
   Yes 
   No, too expensive 
   No, not necessary 

   No, deductible is too high 
   No, never considered it 
   No, other:________________

  
 
3.   Would you be willing to make your home more resistant to disasters? 

   I would be willing to spend a lot of time and/or money 
   I would be willing to spend a moderate amount of time and/or money 
   I would be willing to spend little or no time and/or money 
   Not sure 
   No 
 
 
4.   What is the most effective way for you to receive information about how to make your home 

and neighborhood more resistant to hazards? 
  Newspaper 

   Television 
   Radio 
   Internet 

   Mail 
   Public workshops/meetings 
   School meetings 
   Other:___________________

  
 

5.   How informed do you feel about the hazards facing Pickens County? 
  Very Informed 
  Somewhat Informed 

   I have little to no knowledge about the hazards in Pickens County 
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6.   Please check the box that indicates how concerned you are about the following hazards 

affecting your community. 

Hazard Extremely 
Concerned 

Very 
Concerned Concerned Somewhat 

Concerned 
Not 

Concerned 
Civil Disturbance/Crime      
Dam/Levee Failure      
Disruption of 
Transportation Systems      

Disruption of Utility 
Services      

Drought      
Earthquake      
Economic Crisis      
Flooding      
Hazardous Materials      
Hurricane/Tropical 
Storm      

Landslide/Erosion      
Public Health Threat      
Radiological      
Severe Storm      
Temperature Extremes      
Terrorism      
Tornado/Windstorm      
Urban Fire      
Wildfire      
Winter/Ice Storm      

 
7.   Are there hazards you are concerned about that are not listed above? If so, please list them 

below.  
 
 
 

8.   What types of hazards have you personally experienced in Pickens County? (example, flooding 
at my home, tornado at my place of work, winter storms…) 

 
 
 



Pickens County 
Emergency Management 

 
 

 
 

 3 

9.   Are there places in your community that are impacted, or could be impacted by specific 
hazards? (e.g. Main Street floods after heavy rain) If so, please describe the hazard and the 
specific location. 

 
 
 
 

10.  In your opinion, what are some actions your local government could take to reduce the risk of 
future hazard damages to your neighborhood? 

 
 
 
 

11.  A variety of approaches can be used to reduce the risk that hazards pose to lives and property.  
Please share your opinion of the following mitigation strategies by checking the box that most 
closely corresponds to your point-of-view.   

Community-wide Strategies Very 
Important 

Somewhat 
Important 

Not 
Important 

Prevention Strategies  
Actions taken to keep a problem from getting worse.   
(Examples include regulating building in the floodplain and 
building codes designed to withstand known risks) 

   

Property Protection Strategies 
Actions taken to lessen the risk of damage to property.  
(Examples include removing homes from the floodplain and 
floodproofing structures) 

   

Public Education and Awareness Strategies 
Actions takes to inform the public about hazardous areas 
and the actions necessary to avoid potential injury or 
damage.  
(Examples include outreach programs, notices to residents 
and property owners, and mass mailings.) 

   

Natural Resource Protection Strategies 
Actions intended to protect the environment.  
(Examples include erosion and sediment control, wetlands 
protection, and stream restoration.) 

   

Critical Facility Protection  
Actions taken to protect critical facilities that are vital to 
response efforts, such as police stations, fire stations and 
hospitals.  Can also include activities to protect facilities 
which house vulnerable populations, such as nursing 
homes, or facilities which may create secondary hazards, 
such as factories which store hazardous materials. 

   

Structural Project Strategies  
Actions which directly protect people and property through 
the construction of manmade structures.   
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Community-wide Strategies Very 
Important 

Somewhat 
Important 

Not 
Important 

(Examples include dams, reservoirs, levees, channel 
modifications, storm sewers and elevated roadways.) 

 
12.  Do you have any other comments, concerns or suggestions about hazard mitigation planning 

in your community?  
 
 


