COUNCIL MEETING
March 12, 2012
The Easley City Council met on March 12, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. at the Law Enforcement Center. All members were present; Lisa Garrett served as the secretary recording the minutes. 

The news media is notified in case of a called meeting.  All regular meetings are on the second Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m. and all of the media has been so notified. 

The Mayor called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. Councilman Wright gave the invocation. 
There were no corrections or additions to the minutes and they stand approved. 

Mayor Bagwell called for reports from Council Members. 

Ward 1- Councilman Garrison – There was a recreation committee meeting on Wednesday February 29, 2012 it was very productive and we are making good progress. 

Ward 2 – Councilwoman Dodson – No report

Ward 3 – Councilman Mann – No report
Ward 4 – Councilwoman Valentin – No report
Ward 5 –Councilman Wright: No report  

Ward 6 – Councilman Watson –The Spring Fling is March 24th. This year we have more vendors than ever before and it is a good family event. 
Mayor Bagwell called on Mr. Fox Simons, City Administrator, for his report. 
Spring Fling and the opening of the Easley Farmers Market is Saturday March 24th. We have been notified by the DOT that the intersection of Nancy Dr. and Brushy Creek Rd will be closed starting March 29th for approximately three weeks.  This is for the installation of the new traffic light.  The project is scheduled to be finished the end of July. There has been a delay in this project due to utilities. 
Mayor Bagwell called on citizens who wish to address council:
Richard Lee: Made comments on the alcohol ordinance.  He brought a group of men with him from Home with a Heart he wanted counsel to see how the alcohol and drugs affect people.  Many people that attend events in our town are not from Easley but the decision you make tonight will affect Easley residents.  Please hear the voice of reason and vote no.
Randy Bowers: absent

Margaret Gibson: Appreciates all the city has done over the years. There are so many great things but as a cancer survivor she knows cancer all too well.  She also knows the devastation alcohol has on families, children suffer, wives afraid of their husbands 
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coming home drunk, it causes liver cancer, and is no example for young people; asking all seven members of council to vote no. 

Mike Jones: All members of council took an oath with their hand on the bible and you need to take a stand.  Rock Springs Baptist Church is doing a lot to help young people and the City.  All the problems in Washington started at a local level council meeting, greed is a terrible thing.  Alcohol causes all problems, breaks up homes, let God get a hold of your heart and vote no. 

Ernest Hall: Been a resident of Easley for 40 yrs., has family here uses parks, always participated in city events but will not bring his family into this city if alcohol ordinance passes. Each council meeting is opened with prayer, it goes against God if you vote this in, you vote in trouble. 

Tim Thompson: Was born and raised in Easley then left for a while. He lost everything he had due to drugs and alcohol use until he was at the point of suicide. God saved him. 
Seventy percent of wrecks are caused by alcohol, eighty percent of murders are alcohol related, and sixty percent of divorces are caused by alcohol abuse.  Why do you want to use something that kills more than cancer does? Please vote the right way and vote no. 

Brian Hale: He knows you understand the affects of alcohol. He also knows you are trying to bring income in to downtown.  He appreciates what the city is trying to do.  He called and spoke with the City Administrator and the Chief of Police in Bamburg about their BBQ event.  Their city is dry.  There event was a city festival and the BBQ guys came in and set up beside them, it was nothing but drunks looking for a place to party.  According to them the BBQ guys are not welcome; there were fights and underage drinking.  He called the Chief of Police in Tyron, NC theirs is a music festival not a BBQ event, it is 3 days with over 20,000 people with 24 hr security. The only people their late at night are the BBQ people. They also had issues with underage drinking. Asking again for council to vote no on these two ordinances. 

Frank Young: Retired pastor of 41 yrs.  People have a choice and free will. The church does not have the authority to push our will and belief on others. Most people don’t want to take responsibility for their actions.  There is a division between church and state. 

Mayor Bagwell asked Rev. Gallamore if he wanted to speak: He stated he was sad the city made this decision. 

 Unfinished Business:  Ordinance Second Reading. 
Ordinance No. 2012-02: To amend Title XI, Chapter 112 of the Easley Code of Ordinances governing alcoholic beverages within the City of Easley.  
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Councilman Watson made a motion to approve with a second from Councilwoman Valentin.  Councilman Watson commented that it was never discussed by council to allow alcohol at the complex. Councilman Mann stated that he was asked if he voted the way his constituents wanted him to and he stated he has had more calls in support of the 
ordinance than against it. Councilman Watson called for the question and the motion passed 5-2 with Councilman Wright and Councilwoman Dodson voting no. 

Ordinance No. 2012-03: To amend Title XIII, Chapter 134.04 of the Easley Code of Ordinances governing the public possession or consumption of alcoholic beverages within the City of Easley. Councilman Watson made a motion to approve with a second from Councilman Garrison.  Councilman Watson called for the question.  The motion passed 5-2 with Councilman Wright and Councilwoman Dodson voting no. 

*At this point Mayor Bagwell called for a brief recess so anyone that wished to leave could. After a five minute recess the meeting was called back to order. 

Ordinance No. 2012-04: To authorize the conveyance of property by quitclaim deed. Councilman Garrison made a motion to approve with a second from Councilman Mann.  .  Councilman Watson called for the question and the motion passed unanimously. 

Ordinance No. 20102-05: To rezone approximately 0.54 acre of real property located at 205 South B Street from R-10, one-family residential district to NC, Neighborhood Commercial (Tax Map No. 5029-13-04-9071) Councilman Watson made a motion to approve with a second from Councilman Wright.  Councilman Garrison called for the question and the motion passed unanimously. 

New Business Ordinance First Reading: 

Ordinance No.: 2012-06 To amend the filing period of municipal elections in Title III, Section 35.20 of the Easley Code of Ordinances governing nonpartisan elections; filings; certification of nominees within the City of Easley.  Councilman Garrison made the motion to approve with a second from Councilman Mann, Mayor Bagwell called for the question and the motion passed unanimously. 
Resolutions:
Resolution No. 2012-03: A resolution supporting the efforts of the City of 

Easley to enter into an intergovernmental agreement with Anderson County regarding a consolidated real and personal property tax collection system; and other matters related thereto. Councilman Garrison made the motion to approve with a second from Councilman Mann, Mayor Bagwell called for the question and the motion passed unanimously. 
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Resolution No. 2012-04: To award a $88,000 contract to the Heritage Group     Construction, Inc., for improvements to the Old Market Square Amphitheater within the Downtown Tax Increment Finance District. Councilman Mann made the motion to approve with a second from Councilman Watson.  Councilman Garrison called for the question and the motion passed unanimously.

Resolution No. 2012-05: To establish property usage fees in Old Market  Square, Easley Crossing Parking Lot, and the Christopherson Gazebo. Councilman Watson made the motion to approve with a second from Councilman Garrison, the question was called for and the motion passed unanimously. 

Councilman Mann made the motion to adjourn at 8:00 p.m.

_________________________








Larry Bagwell







Mayor

Attest:

___________________

Jonathan F. Simons, Jr.

City Administrator

