Hashem’s Secret Ways
By Rabbi Mordechai Salfer

September 12, 2015 28 Elul 5775
Parshat Nitzavim

ZMANIM (YOUR MINHAG MAY VARY)
Shkiah:
7:28 PM
Shabbos Ends:
8:03 PM
Candle Lighting (next week – Vayelech ): 7:04 PM

(Devarim 29, 28) “The hidden secrets are for
Hashem Elokeinu, and the revealed things are for
us and our children…”

When the Torah refers to hidden actions of Hashem that may seem
incomprehensible, the Torah changes from referring to “Hashem” to the expression
NEWS AND EVENTS
“Hashem Elokeinu”. “Hashem” refers to when Hashem acts through Rachamim
Reminder: Rosh Hashanah is this coming week Monday and
(mercy); while Elokim refers to Din (exact judgment). In the previous verses, for
Tuesday, September 14 and 15.
example in 29:26-27, where Hashem uproots the Jews from their land with what
Reminder: Tzom Gedalia is Wednesday, September 16.
appears as anger and sends them to another land, the Torah uses the term Hashem
Reminder: Yom Kippur is Wednesday, September 23.
(mercy). What is meaning in the use of the term of mercy and of the change to
adding Elokim (Din) in regards to the hidden secret actions of Hashem?
Mazel Tov to Rabbi Bukspan on the birth of his first
Grandchild
Perhaps we learn that where Hashem acts in ways that are incomprehensible, He is
testing our belief in Him as Elokeinu (our G-d), who we are supposed to trust and not
Rabbi Salfer is now offering a weekly shiur (for men) on
question, similar to what Avraham was told (Beraishit 17, 7) that Hashem would be
the topic of relationships, with a focus on those between
men and women. The basis of the shiur is a discussion of
for him as Elokim, which is also an expression
the Biblical foundation of each of the gender
that refers to Hashgacha Pratit. We are to
characteristics of men and women. For those who want
trust and remember that even when
to know why men will be men and women will be
something seems incomprehensible, every
women, this shiur is for you. Held every Thursday, 8:00
detail is being orchestrated by Hashem.
PM, at Beit David Highland Lakes Shul.
However, another lesson may be that often
the actions that we view as incomprehensible
are really subjective things that we question
Ve’ais Asher Ainenu Poh-And
how it can be that Hashem is merciful. For example, one may question how Hashem could let a baby or child
with whoever is not here.
suffer or die; what could they have done in their short lives to deserve such pain? Hashem’s ways may appear
What does that mean
secret and hidden. However, rather than being mutually exclusive, the action has both Din and Rachamim in it.
according to Gur Aryeh.
It may be Din to one person and Rachamim to another. Each needs a kapara and through the action each
receives what they need. In essence, the action appears hidden, but it fits the needs of each person who it
(Stone Chumash, Devarim
involves. The action is Din and Rachamim together (similar to Tehillim 33, 5, that Hashem loves Judgment, but
29:14)
the world is full of Hashem’s Chessed). It is incomprehensible to our subjective perspective, however if we’d
know the entire story, it would be clear how although it is Din, Hashem’s mercy is throughout the incident.
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Mazel Tov to Rabbi
Dr. Mordechai Salfer
our Rosh Yeshiva for
becoming a Licensed
Clinical Psychologist
in Florida

Chai Elul Farbrengen; With the Chief Chabad Shliach of Barbados
For more info on
Yeshivas Doresh:

By Editorial Staff

This past week it was Chai Elul, which are the birthdays of Reb. Yisrael Baal Shem Tov and the Baal Hatanya. We
had a Farbrengen to celebrate with chips, pretzels and 2 different types of nuts and we had the honor of having
www.doresh.com
the Chief Chabad Shliach of Barbados, Rabbi Benyaminson
(216)-233-0065
who lives in Maxwell which is on the South Coast of the island.
2676 NE 204th Ter.,
He has also written almost 20 seforim interpreted from Dvar
33180; Highland Lakes
Malchus and Hayom Yom which is from the Lubavitcher Rebbe.
(Aventura)
Like Universal Royalty, Moshiach Days, Alive! , and The
Righteous Women Bring Moshiach, to name a few and his best
seller Open Your Eyes: Moshiach, which he is coming out with
a New Edition of the book. You can buy his seforim on www.livingmoshiach.com. He also has been
featured in the local newspaper named Nation News for the seven laws of Noach. First he spoke
about Moshiach, then he spoke about the nuclear deal, how in the time of Purim in Babylon and
Persia they had a government that wanted to destroy the Jewish people and the same today Iran and
Iraq which is modern day Babylon and Persia they are trying to kill us in the same way Hashem saved us on Purim from the hands of the Babylon and
Persia and the same he is going to save us from the hands of Iran and Iraq. After that he spoke about Chai Elul. We would like to thank Yisrael Stinmetz
and Naftali Zuckerbrod and to Rabbi Benyaminson.

Torah Breakfast
By Rabbi Cash shiur
\

This past Friday Erev Shabbos, Parshat Ki Savo, Rabbi Cash’s shiur had a class breakfast in which everyone said a Dvar Torah
and had a delicious breakfast, and then we bentched with more Kavana than ever before . We all had a great time. We
would like to say thank you to Rabbi Cash for providing the delicious breakfast and teaching us how to bentch with so much
Kavana.

Meet: Rafi Bausk
By Editorial Staff

This school year in Yeshivas Doresh we would like to show the diversity of interests and customs bochurim and
faculty.
Rafi is a 17 year old bochur from Long Island, New York, he is one of our seniors this year. Some of his favorite classes include Rabbi Bukspan’s Shiur,
Professor Ben’s Science class, and Master Rob’s Martial Arts class. He is also part of our wind instrument band playing the Baritone.

Meet: Isaac Glickfield
By Editorial Staff
He’s been with us two years. He teaches kriah, math and runs the weekly
debate. Professor Isaac was born in Douglasville, Georgia, and lived there until
he was two. He then moved to Coral Springs, Florida. He went to Ramblewood
Elementary for elementary school, Ramblewood Middle for middle school, and for high school
he went to J.P. Taravella High School. After high school he went to Brandeis University and got a
Bachelors degree in biology. He then moved to Miami and went to Nova Southeastern University
and got a Master’s degree in public health. He now lives in North Miami. Two years ago his
brother, Professor Ben, who was working in the yeshiva asked if he would come work with him.
Professor Isaac had just finished his previous job, which was a grant-based job doing research on
caring for Alzheimer’s patients, and agreed. We want to thank Professor Isaac for all of his hard work!

Yeshiva Doresh has a Band, ee-i-ee-i-oh
By Professor Bill
What??? Doresh has a what? Did you say B A N D? Yep. Doresh now has an eight piece band and it seems to be growing every day. We
have all but outgrown our music room. I’m putting my many years of musical experience,
over 60, as a performer on all the woodwind instruments, a pianist, organist, arranger,
and orchestra and band director to use in our afternoon program. Our band consists of
Simmy Zuckerberg on Flute, Abie Gornish on Clarinet, Baruch Berger on Alto Sax, Zachary Smith and
Avraham Salz on Trumpet, Tzvi Gertz on Trombone, Rafi Bausk on Baritone Horn, and Mordechai Stock
on drums. We are just about to acquire a French Horn, so I’ll be able to start another student soon on
that instrument.
Why have a band? Learning to play a musical instrument is the gold standard for improving hand and
eye coordination, concentration, memory, and focus. It is also a great way to improve reading and
math skills. In addition to those reasons, playing music is fun, its creative, its challenging, its historical,
it deals with all the human emotions and all the ethnicities around the world, and with enough work, it can be an excellent career choice. If you happen
to have any old musical instruments laying around the house or if you know someone that does, Yeshiva Doresh would love to take them off your hands
and give them to some very deserving young men who would love to learn to play them. Zip-a-dee-do-dah, I think its time for band practice.
In addition to our band, seven students are also taking piano lessons. They are Abie Gornish, Simmy Zuckerberg, Yehuda Yablonsky, Yehuda Perlstein,
Heshy Glick, Ari Albert, and Yaakov Gottheil.

Yeshiva Doresh Cooking Class
By Aryeh Marder (Lakewood, NJ)
This past Thursday the Yeshiva and I had the amazing opportunity to have a cooking class by Diana Bursztyn at her brothers house in
Bal Harbour. We left right after shacharis and when we arrived Diana prepared us a delicious breakfast from Holy Bagels. After
breakfast we started the class. We then started the first of Diana’s recipes a cookie dessert, one that she got at the Atacama Desert on
her 25th anniversary with her husband. She first went over the ingredients on how to
make the dough, after she made the dough we all divided into groups and each group had
to cut the dough into really small circles. After we put the cookies into the oven and it
was baking, she then started to make another recipe called easy brisket. After that she
started to show how to make kreplach and how to make the meat filling and then how to
put the meat filling into the dough and fold it. We then again split into groups of putting
the meat filling into the dough and we folded it the way she said we should. We then also
made a broccoli cashew salad, after we were done with all these recipes. We then had
gone to have lunch from all the recipes we made. First we had kreplach with chicken
soup, we then had the brisket, rice and the broccoli and cashew salad it was an amazing
meal. After we finished our meal we had the cookies for dessert. We then said our thanks and goodbyes, and then started heading back to the yeshiva.
Many thanks to Diana for the amazing cooking class and the Perez family for allowing us to have the cooking class in their house.

Hachnosas Sefer Torah
By Moshe Perel (Toronto, CA)
This past Sunday evening the Yeshiva and I went down to Miami Beach for a Hachnosas Sefer Torah at Yeshivas Beis Moshe Chaim. The
Sefer Torah was donated to the Yeshiva in honor of Rabbi Yochanan Zweig the Rosh Yeshiva. When the Torah arrived Avi Shulman began
to play the keyboard and everybody started singing and dancing like never before. We would like to thank Rabbi Behar and Professor’s
Ben and Tyler for driving us.

Selichos In Doresh
By Avraham Salz (Lakewood, NJ)
This past Motzoi Shabbos we had a delicious Melave Malkah, and then we started off with singing some songs before selichos. The
chazzan Rabbi Hudi Kornfeld then started with uplifting and inspiring selichos while playing his guitar, alongside him was Shlomo Schwartz on his own
guitar and the Doresh choir consisting of Aryeh Marder, Simmy Zuckerberg, Abie Gornish, and Moshe Perel were singing Carlebach style as we neared
the end of selichos Abie Gornish started playing the drums. We then had a kumzitz with Yaakov Yisrael Jimmy “The Musical Maggid” Costello where we
sang more Carlebach songs. This is my first year in Doresh and having a selichos with singing and dancing was a truly unforgettable experience and one I
had never even dreamed of having before. We would like to thank Hudi, Shlomo and Jimmy for coming and singing with us.

Yeshivas Doresh Goes To Miami Seaquarium
By Yosef Benjamin (Crown Heights, NY)
This past Wednesday the Yeshiva went to Miami Seaquarium. We first davened at 8:30 AM with Avi Weiss doing selichos, brachos
done by Mordy Schlesinger, pesukei dezimra done by Aryeh Marder, shacharis was done by Abie Gornish, and Naftali Zuckerbrod did
ashrei. At 10:15 we left to go to the Miami Seaquarium when we got there at 10:45 AM we all got a picture with a parrot by the entrance, after we
went to shark channel. Then at 11:00 AM we all went to the Flipper dolphin show, with their star
Flipper who had a TV show that lasted 3 seasons and a movie, they had four other dolphins too. They
all did many interesting things like dolphin limbo which is instead of how low you can go, it is how high
you can go they got up to over 25 ft. then they played beach ball which is when the dolphins snout
and flippers hit the beach ball to the crowd one of flippers fins hit the beach ball right over the
bleachers. We then at 11:30 AM went to stingray touching pool where we got to touch stingrays. Then
at 11:40 AM we went to the reef aquarium to see the scuba divers feeding the many different types of
fish, eels, sharks, turtles and stingrays. After that some of the other
students and I went to the Tropical Fish Aquariums which is composed of
many small tanks and one big one which is 315 ft. around that has
dolphins. Then at 12:00 we all went to see the manatee exhibit. Then at
12:20 PM Rafi Bausk, Eliyahu Levin, Simmy Zuckerberg and I went to the
crocodile’s flats where we saw a crocodile having its mouth open for a long time. We then went to see discovery bay where
we saw turtles that were missing one fin or half body flat and we saw a deer. We then met up by the golden dome sea lion
show with everyone else, they taught us about how to save the environment in a cute way by having a diver litter and steal
a conch shell and the sea lions stop her and get the shell back. Then at 12:40 I went to the sea lion & seal feeder pool and
saw them being fed. After we had lunch which was Peanut butter & Jelly and tuna sandwiches, we also had nature valley
granola bars, chips and cold water bottles. Then Ari Stock, Heshy Glick, Ari Albert, Zack Smith and I helped pack up the rest
of the food and brought it back to the car. After I got back in to the park, we went to see the killer whale & dolphin show at
1:00 PM we saw the oldest killer whale in captivity at 50 years old. The killer whale started to splash people on the side of
the bleachers it came over to me. I was sitting with Yoni Gorman, Rabbi Bukspan, Yaakov Gottheil, Zack Smith and Ari Albert
it splashed us once then a second and third and we even got a fourth we were soaked. After I met up with Professor Ben,
Kalman Kanarek, Zack Smith, Tzvi Gertz and Simcha Avigdor we went to the remote control games, we first used remote control boats. Me with #7 and
Tzvi with #10, we were neck and neck who is going to win, last minute Tzvi won. Then we went to the remote control cars where Professor Ben with #1
and Professor Tyler with #2 at the end it was 6-5 and the winner Professor Ben then we played with the remote control cars with Professor Ben
winning. After that I went back to the manatee exhibit to see them being fed. Then we went to sharky’s sky trail course at 2:40 PM we were all coming
on it for a hour when other students needed help or encouragement everyone was there to help him. We then came back to yeshiva.
We would like to thank Rafi Bausk and Simmy Zuckerberg for preparing the food and to Mrs. Garcia from the Miami Seaquarium for sponsoring the trip.
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A Special Section for Rosh
Hashanah!
UNLIMITED BLESSING
BY YONI GORMAN
G-d’s essence knows no bounds. Since the influence drawn down by the sounding of the shofar on Rosh Hashanah is rooted in G-d’s
essence, this influence is not restricted by any limitations of the spiritual cosmos. The influence is drawn down precisely as He desires
it to be. And what He desires is certainly good, as it is written: “In the countenance of the King, there is life.“ Penai, translated here as
“countenance,” also means “inner dimension.” Thus any desire emanating from G-d’s inner dimension will surely be associated with
life and goodness.
This will be revealed on the material plane, for G-d’s essence is connected to our material reality. And so it is that every Jew will be inscribed for a good
and sweet year, filled with open and apparent blessings.

ROSH HASHANAH AND RESETTING BOUNDARIES
BY RABBI DR. MORDECHAI SALFER
The davening is repeatedly expressed in the plural and often includes ourselves in the group we are davening for, such as Avinu
Malkeinu (‘our father, our King’), Zachrainu…Kosvainu (‘remember us…inscribe us’), etc. This is in part because it is a great merit
that evokes mercy through praying and having others in mind rather than our own selves. Therefore, when we say ‘Teshuva, Tefilla,
Tzedaka remove the evil decree’, it refers to Teshuva in our relationships with others, Tefilla on the behalf of others and Tzedaka for
others.
Yet, on Rosh Hashanah we find that the focus is not as much on the repentance, but rather on reaffirming Hashem as the Melech (king) of the world.
Yom Kippur is the day of Viduy and repentance; on which we certainly include ourselves amongst the entire nation as a whole who we pray for. Why do
we have Rosh Hashanah followed then by Yom Kippur? Why not first repent and then reaffirm Hashem as the king?
When a person sins and asks Hashem to pardon him, the person has broken the boundary of Avairos and is asking that Hashem overlook and forgive
the broken boundary. However, this is not resetting the boundary and the rule. In
fact, this may even lead to him further not keeping the rules and he may even break
them further. The foundation of Rosh Hashanah is to reaffirm Hashem as the Melech
of the world. We first need to reaffirm and recommit ourselves to Hashem, our King,
and Hashem’s Torah. If we’d try to recommit to the rule and boundaries, while
already having and retaining our personal exception to the rules, it isn’t much of a
rule or boundary. A rule can’t begin with exceptions or else it isn’t really a rule. After
our reconnection and recommitment to our King, and His Torah on Rosh Hashanah,
we have reset the boundaries once again.
During the Aseret Yemai Teshuva we try to be careful keeping Mitzvot, since we
have faithfully reset the rules and boundaries of the Torah and are devotedly trying to
keep them. It is only after we have loyally recommitted to Hashem as the Melech of the world and His Torah that we can ask for an exception to be
made and for forgiveness for our past.
One fundamental of the Torah is ‘Ahavta L’Reiacha Kamocha’ and the focus on others. This is such a fundamental that we look for opportunities to
display our care for others as a special merit to remove the Evil Decree. When we are davening for others we can use that as a vehicle to include
ourselves as well in the request.

WHEN HASHEM IS TO BE FOUND
BY YOSEF BENJAMIN
On the verse in Yeshayahu 55:6, “Seek Hashem when He is to be found,” our Sages comment: Rosh Hashanah 18a “These are the 10
days between Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur.”
The wording of our Sages’ statement is problematic. On one hand, the expression “the 10
days between Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur,” seems to imply that Rosh Hashanah and Yom
Kippur are not included in these days. Compare to Taanis 5a, Nevertheless, the expression
“These are the 10 days...” indicates that Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur are indeed included
in the count, for there are only seven days between Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur.
This compels us to understand that there are two elements to the observance of Rosh
Hashanah and Yom Kippur: a) an essential quality which transcends the service
of Teshuvah, and b) the service of Teshuvah which characterizes all 10 days.
First, our Divine service must center on the essential aspect of Rosh Hashanah. Afterwards
comes the aspect associated with Teshuvah. Thus, there are 10 days of Teshuvah between
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, for the aspect of Teshuvah associated with Rosh Hashanah comes after the essential aspect of Rosh Hashanah.
.
.
.

MAKING HIM KING
BY MOSHE PEREL
Teshuvah transcends all other mitzvos. It can thus atone for all blemishes in the observance of mitzvos, for it reaches a deeper point in
the soul than is reached by the other mitzvos. And as mentioned above, since the essential aspect comes before the service
of Teshuvah, it follows that this aspect of Rosh Hashanah transcends even Teshuvah.
What is the essential aspect of Rosh Hashanah? The coronation of Hashem as King. Thus
our Sages quote Hashem as asking: “Say before Me... verses reflecting My Kingship to
make Me King over you.”
Until we have accepted Hashem as King, serving Him through the observance of mitzvos is not relevant.
And so our Sages quote Hashem as saying: “Accept My Kingship, and afterwards accept My decrees.”
Therefore Teshuvah, which serves to atone for failures in fulfilling the King’s decrees, is relevant only
after His Kingship is accepted.
Our acceptance of Hashem as King relates to His essence — a level above all revelations. The observance
of the mitzvos relates to Hashem’s will as it has come into revelation, for all the mitzvos are expressions
of His will.
Teshuvah, which atones for transgressions of His will, relates to a higher level of G-dliness, but one which
still shares a connection to His will. For a level which totally transcends Hashem’s will, must also
transcend the service which repents for transgressions of that will. Thus Teshuvah still relates to revealed
levels of G-dliness. The acceptance of Hashem as King, however, relates to Hashem’s essence, which transcends all revelations.
From this, we can appreciate the uniqueness of the souls of the Jewish people — that they can affect Hashem’s very essence and evoke in Him a desire
to be King. To be able to affect Hashem’s essence, however, it is necessary to express the inner bittul that lies at the center of every Jewish soul. This is
expressed in our request of Hashem: “Reign over the entire world in Your glory.”

ROSH HASHANAH HALLEL
BY PROF. BEN
Why don’t we say Hallel on Rosh Hashanah? Yes, it is Yom HaDin, (Judgment Day), and to thank Hashem on that day for miracles He
has performed in the past is incongruous. Understood. But! Rosh Hashanah is festive enough that we dress in our holiday finery or in
white; we don’t fast (forbidden according to many), but eat sumptuous meals and drink sweet beverages; and we fully expect a
miracle, that our verdict will be favorable (Yerushalmi, Rosh Hashanah, Chapter 1).
Nu, so what’s my answer? The shofar. Reb Nosson writes that the sounds of the shofar, listening and hearing them, contain the Ten
Types of Song. Every single word of davening, blessing, thanksgiving and praise that you will say this coming year, are contained within the shofar’s ten
sounds. But what does that mean, that hearing the shofar contains every sort of song one might sing to Hashem?
Reb Nosson explains that if you want Teshuvah, return to Hashem, you must be prepared to let go of bemoaning your Jewish failures and human
shortcomings. You must instead trumpet (to yourself!) your successes and virtues. Even the smallest of these, as brief as it was, begins to constitute a
reciprocal song, a parallel sounding of your inner-shofar. And as Rebbe Nachman teaches in one of his most primary lessons—Azamra!—one good
point leads to another, and one begins to sing.
This is the Hallel that we begin to generate on Rosh Hashanah. The bringing to the fore of the good points that are you, creates more and more of
them. When you recognize that you have good within, waiting to come out and that you are good, you will be energetic and enterprising about getting
that good done.
And doing good will give you a lot to sing about in the coming year. So it turns out that you are the Hallel of Rosh Hashanah.
A sweet, happy and healthy new year to you and yours. May you all be immediately inscribed and sealed in the Book of the Tzaddikim. Amen.

YOMIM NORAIM
BY YEHUDA PERLSTEIN
Its written in the shulchan aruch “
” from the days of Rosh Chodesh Elul till after Yom
Kippur are days of judgment the passuk continues to say that the whole year Hashem accepts Teshuvah with a full heart never the
less these days from Rosh Chodesh Elul until after Yom Kippur are days of opportunity. Why are these days better than any others
for Hashem accepting Teshuvah? On Rosh Chodesh Elul, Moshe went up to Har Sinai, after forty days he begged Hashem to forgive
the Jews for the sin of the aigel. When he came down it was Yom Kippur. And Moshe said that Hashem said I have forgiven them
according to your words, and therefore these forty days have now become an opportunity for Teshuvah. We should all try to take
advantage of this opportunity and make the most of it.

SETTING GOALS
BY RABBI DANIEL BEHAR
As Rosh Hashanah nears, what should we be doing? What should we be feeling as the "Day of Judgement" approaches? One of
the famous questions asked is, How can we have such festive meals on a day
where Hashem is deciding "who shall live and who shall die"? Do you really have
an appetite? The answer is, of course, another question: There is a famous prayer on Rosh Hashanah
called Avinu Malkeinu. On a day where we crown Hashem as King, Where does Avinu play a role? The
answer to this question will answer our previous question.
Imagine you walk into a courtroom where you are on trial for a capital case and then you look up and
see, who is the Judge? Avinu!!! Our father! He is Malkeinu? He is the King who judging me? If so, I have
nothing to worry about, because a father always has his child's best interests in mind, even when we
might not see it. On Rosh Hashanah, Hashem acts as Avinu before Malkeinu.
Elul is a time where we do teshuva for the past year and develop goals for the coming year.
This year, the Doresh bochurim are developing skill based goals in limudei kodesh, limudei chol, and in
life skills. The Doresh bochurim have worked hard to develop these goals and some have gotten a head
start in working on those goals.

AKEIDAS YITZCHOK- A SPLIT FOR A SPLIT
BY RABBI AVRAHAM BUKSPAN

וישכם אברהם בבקר ויחבש את חמרו ויקח את שני נעריו אתו ואת יצחק בנו ויבקע עצי עולה
And Avraham rose up early in the morning, and saddled his donkey and took two of his young men with him, and Yitzchak his son,
and split the wood for the burnt offering (Bereishis 22:3).
It says in the Midrash (Shemos Rabbah 21:8) that years later, when the Jews were leaving Mitzrayim, Hashem said, “Bizechus
Avraham Ani bokea lahem es hayam baavur mah she’asah she’ne’emar, ‘Vayevaka atzei olah,’ ve’omer, ‘Vayibaku
hamayim.” Rabbi Banya says that it was in the merit of Avraham that Hashem split the sea for the Jews. Before the Akeidah, it says that Avraham split
the wood for the offering, and at Krias Yam Suf, the pasuk says that Hashem split the sea – both times with the shoresh of  בקע.
What is the middah keneged middah? The magnitude of Avraham’s merit shouldn’t lie in his splitting the wood, but rather in the culmination
of the Akeidah, where he tied down his son and brought the knife to bear. Chopping the wood seems incidental to the greatness of the act later on,
where he showed his willingness to slaughter his own son at the request of Hashem. Is the Midrash merely using the play on the same word to
reference the Akeidah of Yitzchak as a whole, or is there a correlation between splitting the wood and splitting the sea?
Rav Shmuel Vitzik of Baltimore told me the following thought, which he heard directly from Rav Tzvi Pesach Frank. The Gemara writes that it
is easier to carry ten kav (a dry measure) of gold than ten kav of straw. While both weigh the same amount, the gold – with its denser mass – is
compact and manageable. That amount of straw, on the other hand, is very bulky; carrying it is both awkward and cumbersome.
If so, why did Avraham chop the wood before embarking on what was to be a three-day trip? The pasukcited above finds Avraham preparing
the wood the very morning he and his party left. Schlepping a bag of chopped wood is more unwieldy than taking an intact log. It would have been
easier to take a whole log and do the chopping upon arriving at the as-of-yet unknown destination.
What’s the problem with that scenario? Avraham would take out his trusty hatchet. As Yitzchak looked on, he would carefully chop up the
log and then set up the wood on the altar that he built. As willing as Yitzchak may have been to give his life for Hashem, there would still be an element
reminiscent of what is known as inuy hadin – not prolonging the mental anguish.
In order to be more compassionate toward his son, Avraham chopped the wood before leaving. He was willing to take on the extra hassle of
carrying the cut wood, which was bulkier, in order to alleviate the distress his son would experience were Avraham to chop it on-site.
This same compassion was in play when Hashem split the Yam Suf. Rav Tzvi Pesach brings a Midrashthat says that initially Hashem intended
to have the water recede as the Yidden walked in. They would walk in the water for the distance of one foot, and the water would recede one foot.
They’d take another step, and the water would again back up. Says the Midrash that the compassion of Hashem overcame and He split the water from
beginning to end.
Were the water to back up as they progressed, the Yidden would have still been terrified. Although they were witnessing the ongoing miracle
of the water receding, they would have faced a mountain of water, and they would always worry if the miracle will continue. There would have been
an element of constant dread –inuy hadin. By splitting the sea all the way through, Hashem assured them that the path would stay open.
The Midrash says: In the merit of Avraham splitting the wood before his trip, making it more difficult on himself in order to alleviate the
stress of another, Hashem split the water in a way that also alleviated the stress of others. Interestingly, although one Midrash says that Avraham
made two cuts of wood, others say that there were 12 cuts. Therefore, the water split into 12 separate paths for the Yidden, as a reward for the 12
pieces that Avraham made.
We see that it wasn’t just the splitting that Hashem did for Avraham’s children in the merit of his splitting, but the compassion with which He
did the action; this was the reward for Avraham’s display of compassion toward his son.

THE MEANING OF SELICHOS
BY RABBI BARUCH RAPOPORT
During the days of Selichos, we are suspended between the past and the future. We stand on the crossroads; the old year is
about to retire and the new year is about to arrive. We turn with relief to the outgoing year and with anticipation to the coming
year. It is a time to turn inwardly to objectively appraise our personal state of affairs.
There are two minhagim in reference to the duration of selichos. The Shulchan Aruch cites the custom to rise early for selichos from Rosh Chodesh
Elul until Yom Kippur (Shulchan Aruch O.C. 581:1). However, the Rema (ibid.) comments that the Ashkenazi custom is to say Selichos from the Sunday
before Rosh HaShanah, and if Rosh Hashana occurs on Monday or Tuesday, then we begin on Sunday of the week before.
One might suggest that these two customs represent two different perspectives on the function and potency of selichos.
The Shulchan Aruch is of the opinion that before we can merit the opportunities of the coming year, we must remove the mess of the outgoing year.
The new is not automatically better; it must be improved by us. Life is not a series of disjointed, spasmodic interludes, but a continuity. The past is the
father of the present and the grandfather of the future. We need a full month of selichos for spiritual rehabilitation, based on the rabbinic dictum
"Shloshim yom ba'shanah chashuvim k'shana", "Thirty days are equivalent to a full year" (Rosh Hashana 10b). The year itself must be bettered. A solid
month of concentration and meaningful, directed orientation elevates the quality of the outgoing year. We cannot leave the outgoing year in the
debris of destroyed hopes and frustrations. We still have the opportunity to enable the old year to depart in a blaze of glory.
Rema feels that the above is not possible. Our actions are not written on a classroom blackboard to be erased with ease. We cannot change the
previous year, but we can strive to change ourselves. Just as it can be determined in four days if a sacrifice has a blemish, so too man can examine
himself during four days to determine if he has a blemish.
Selichos exhort us to elevate ourselves to a greater height of motivation and achievement. Just as we can curtail our sleep and rise early to say
selichos, so too we can overcome all real or apparent obstacles!

K’Sima V’Chasima Tovah and Shana
Tovah from Yeshiva Doresh!!!

