A Caring Community Empowered by
God to be Disciples of Christ
I joyfully accept your call to be your pastor and I am looking forward to
what God will do in our lives, and in the life of this congregation during
the next two years. I believe that Jesus Christ is alive (Alleluia! He is
risen!) and is calling us to follow Him so that our joy may be full. (See
John 10:10; 16:20, 24).
Although we are called together as those who belong to Christ, we
come as sinners/saints. We come with our faults, our foibles, our
talents, our histories, our gifts, our baggage — yet the Holy Spirit
makes us ONE and shines the grace and love of Jesus through our
imperfect lives. In fact, it is through our brokenness that Christ’s light
shines most beautifully. Each one of you is my brother or sister in
Christ and I treasure you for who you are at this moment, even as we
strive together to grow in faith and love. I have enjoyed getting to
know you, I enjoy our visits, our conversations, and being together in
worship. I have loved being your interim pastor this past year. Kevin
and I continue to feel so blessed to be here. We are honored to serve
you in Jesus’ name. We want to get to know each one of you better in
the coming years.
Inside this issue
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The butterfly symbolizes resurrection, Easter and
the new life we have in Christ Jesus. As a caterpillar
disappears into a chrysalis, so
Jesus' dead body was hidden in a
tomb. The emergence of the
butterfly, rising into the sky in its
beautiful new body, reminds us of
Christ's resurrection — and ours.

Synod News

12

Worship Leaders

14

Sunday, April 3
10:00 a.m.

The Installation Of
Pastor Of
Cooksville Lutheran Church

There will be a Potluck Dinner following worship in
Fellowship Hall. Please bring a dish to pass. Drinks will be
provided. Contact Betty Hamilton if you have questions, or if
you would like to help in setting up or cleaning up (608-8825757).
Here is the story of a Christian pastor and theologian who has
affected my thinking and my spirituality deeply. I first read about
him during my college years, and I still think of his words often! —
Pastor Karla

The Cost of Discipleship
Germany, April 9, 1945
On April 9th, the Allied military forces were advancing into the heart of
Germany. At the same time, in a Nazi concentration camp, a man was
kneeling on the floor praying fervently to God. He had been arrested two
years before that for helping to smuggle Jews out of Germany.
As a pastor and theologian, this young man, Dietrich, had watched the
German Lutheran church change over the years until it aligned itself with
(Continued on page 11)
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Betty Hamilton
Mark Haakenson
Chad Wethal
Mark Farberg
Linda Sime
Judy Hatlen
Nancy Schneeberger
Rhonda Wethal
Joshua Tomlin
Tim Schneeberger

Planning continues for our
ongoing celebration of 125 years
as a congregation! Many
activities have been proposed,
and now your help is needed to
make them happen. Please
consider helping with one or
more of the following:
April—Stars around the
sanctuary will name those
baptized at Cooksville.
Please talk to Pastor Karla
or Martha Johnson about a
day you could help make a
list of names or cut and
hang stars.
April - June - Cookbook sales are
ongoing. Updating the written
church history is underway. Share
your recollections of our activities
of the last 25 years with a
committee member. Highlights of
those years are the many building
improvement projects that have
been done; pastoral changes, the
start of Fall Festival, full-time
ministry and return to part-time
ministry, etc.
June - Family pictures taken at the
church on two Saturdays, June 11
and June 18. (Helpers needed to

19
21
23
25
26
28
29

Glen Gregerson
Tyler Grant
Don Farberg
Jeff Wethal
Ken Haakenson
Barbara VanDerHulst
Jeanne Julseth
Mike Wagner
Roger Berge

coordinate 15 minute photo
sessions each day).
July - Evansville 4th of July
celebration with parade entry for
Cooksville Lutheran. (See Kathie
Gunn).
August - Cemetery Walk. Talk to
Ilene or Jennifer Ehle about
taking a morning to look at
church and cemetery
records to identify persons
and stories to include in the
tour.
September - Fall Festival to
be held September 18.
EVERYONE's help is
needed. Sometime this fall —
Special music by Grieg Chorus.

November 13th- Cooksville 125th
Anniversary Celebration Banquet
Former pastors, past members,
families and friends invited to a
Sunday worship service with
special music and guests,
followed by a celebration meal
with speakers telling stories and
reminiscing. Look for sign-up
sheets in Narthex. Spread the
word! Save the date!
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125 Years at Cooksville
So it’s only been 125 years and we are still here.
Many have been here for one-half the life of this
church, and they are still part of Cooksville
Lutheran!! We worship Sunday, Lent, Easter,
Advent, Christmas, Confirmation, Baptism,
marriage and funerals. We pray for help,
forgiveness, family, each other, the sick, poor, and
those experiencing disaster around the world. We
give thanks for births, recovery from illness, good
weather, happy times. These are the intangibles
of our life in Christ. We don’t always see things
occurring, but we feel the warmth and fellowship
of our congregation.
There is a time for the more visible, and that is
where the volunteering comes in – the
commitment, effort, projects like snow removal,
lawn mowing, choir, leading worship, ushering,
visiting, letter stuffing, working on the property,
making a banner, playing a musical instrument,
praying, auditing, and many other things.
Through service, prayer, and meditation we
become one. Join the Body! —Richard Krake

Quilting Party!
Sunday, April 10th at 6:00 pm. Bring your
best scissors and help us tie, trace and
cut squares. Phil will be making his yummy popcorn! See you then.
4
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Cooksville
Lutheran
Cookbook
As one of our 125th
Anniversary projects
we have reprinted our famous
Cookbook. They can be purchased
for $18.00.

Food & Fellowship:

We
always have such a good time
visiting and encouraging one
another following worship.
These bright spring mornings
especially give us a good
reason to stay a while to share
joy and good conversation.
Please see the

Food and
Fellowship Sign-up
Sheet if you would

Sun. April 3
Linda Sime
“Doubting Thomas”
Sun. April 10
Curtis Brandt
“Mary Anoints Jesus”

Sun. April 17
Rhonda Wethal
“Peter and Tabitha ”
Sun. April 24
Sue Parsons

“By this everyone will know that
you are my disciples, if you have
love for one another.’ - John 13:35

like to host or sponsor
refreshments on one of the
upcoming Sundays.

Gifts in Kind for
CLC
The following items can be
put to use immediately for
ministry! Please remember the church the next
time you go shopping.
Books of first class
stamps (we use about
100 stamps each month).
Hand soap refills

We received a thank-you
note for our gift of $50 to
The Road Home of Dane
County, a donation made
possible by The Gathering.

The Road Home Dane County is
committed to developing longterm relationships with
homeless families with children
that can change lives.
5

Thank you!
Thank you to everyone that contributed to
the Lenten services this year. With the
participation of many, your help made
meaningful worship and wonderful
fellowship.
Cantors:

Speakers:

Betty Hamilton
Ilene Axford
Linda Sime
Anne Remley-Haines
Nancy Krake
*Rhonda Wethal

Bob Haakenson
Donna Haakenson
Linda Sime
Rachel Whittier
Rhonda Wethal

(*who participated every week)

Supper Hosts:
Ilene Axford, Connie Gregerson, Pat Foltz, Sue & Michelle Parsons,
Tom Severson, Lynn Bednarek, Pastor Karla Brekke, Rachel Whittier,
Evelyn Beyer, Nancy Krake, Nancy Remley, Anne Remley-Haines, Mary
Remley, Martha Johnson, Linda Sime, Sue Wollin.

The pomegranate
is used as a symbol of the power of Christ and his
Resurrection because of the many seeds that
burst forth from the fruit. These seeds represent
the many believers who follow Christ. They also
represent the magnificence of divine grace and
the fertility of the Word. Can you find a
pomegranate in our sanctuary?
6
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Donated by

In Memory/Honor of

Anne Brunsell & Don Little In Memory of our parents &
grandparents
Sue Wollin

In Memory of my parents and Sunny &
Mike

Martha & Jim Johnson

In memory of Bob & Fran Saunders
and Merle & Dora Johnson

Bob, Sherri, and Johannes In memory of Johannes’s
Haakenson
grandparents
Rhonda & Mark Wethal

In memory of JoAnne Farnsworth &
Orlin Wethal

Nancy & Richard Krake

In Honor of our family

Virginia Sime

In Honor of my family

Donna & Paul Haakenson

In honor of our grandchildren

Tamara Jeske

In memory of Albert Jeske

Pastor Karla & Kevin
Brekke

In Memory of Carl & Craig
Schollmeyer and Clara, Ingolf, and
Mae Stromsett

Pat & Steve Foltz

In memory of Ben’s greatgrandparents
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Wednesdays Noon-12:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary
Join us any Wednesday when we gather to pray for the people on our
prayer list and for the people and ministries of Cooksville Lutheran
Church. If you have a prayer request and would like us to pray for it,
please e-mail Kevin Brekke before 6 p.m. on Tuesday at
brekkekev3@netscape.net or call him at 608-669-1218.

Please keep the following people in your prayers:
Carol Sears (sister of Nancy Remley)
Evelyn Beyer
Martha Johnson
James T. Parsons
Jan Kettle (sister of Jim Parsons)
Char Parsons (Jim Parson’s mother)
Larry Smith
Ruth Erickson
Judy Latka
Jim Porter
Ken Haakenson
Tara Krake
Robert Hanson (chronic health concerns)
Randy Cagnoni (friend of the Simes family)
Dorothy Froemming (health concerns)
John Garvan (friend of Kevin Brekke)
Kris and family (Pastor Karla’s brother)
Anna Hanson (health and mobility concerns)
Charles Hoff (health and mobility concerns)
Fred and Kim Durham (Randy Sime’s sister & brother-in-law)
Anne Kurey (Martha Johnson’s sister, health concerns)
Michael LaMantia (chronic health concerns)
Robert Saunders (Martha Johnson’s brother, serious health concerns)
Gordon and Doris Starks
Kari David (friend of Kevin Brekke facing cancer treatment)
Members of the Military: John Haines, Dean Jass, Andrew Newcomb
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And very early in the morning
the first day of the week, they
came unto the sepulcher at the
rising of the sun. -Mark 16:2
Beginning with the first Easter, the
celebration of the Resurrection has
been the focus of Christian worship.
Because the disciples were Jews,
they would have observed the
Sabbath on Saturday. However, the
first day of the week became the
day for Christian worship. It was
known as “the Lord's Day,” the day
of the Resurrection. It remains to
this day a weekly celebration of
Christ’s resurrected presence with
us - a little Easter each week.

The early Christian Fathers took a
special delight in calling the First
Day of the Week, the day of
Christian worship, “the Eighth Day.”

Wherefore also we celebrate with
gladness the Eighth Day, on which
also Jesus rose from the dead.
(Barnabus, xv, 9).
Justin Martyr, a second century
Christian, compares the
commandment to circumcise males
on the eighth day to the spiritual
cutting away of sin in the hearts of
believers:

“that commandment of
circumcision … is a type of the
true circumcision, in which we
are circumcised from error and
evil by Jesus Christ our Lord,
rising from the dead on the First
Day of the week; for the First Day
… is called the Eighth”
(Justin Martyr in Dialoge, xli).
In this way early Christians
recognized that in Jesus Christ, a
new creation, a new era has begun.
God created the world and on the
seventh day rested, which became
for us the “Sabbath” day.
Humanity is encouraged to live and
rest in God’s good creation, even
though that creation has been
marred by sin. Christ lay (“rested”)
in the tomb on the Sabbath, but on
the next day after the Sabbath, God
began a new creation by raising
Christ from the dead, setting apart
the “eighth day” as outside of the
continuous cycle of days in the
original creation. In Christ, a new
era, a new creation, has begun!

The concept of
“the eighth day”
is why many
baptism fonts
from ancient to
modern times
are in the shape
of an octagon.
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Please consider giving your offering to Cooksville Lutheran
Church automatically! This safe and secure way of having
funds withdrawn directly from your bank account allows
you to easily give a “firstfruits” offering, making sure that
your donation to God’s work through the church the
church happens regardless of whatever other expenses
may come up.

See Deuteronomy 26: 1-11 for more on firstfruits giving
Thank you for your generous support!
Completed forms can be placed in the offering
plate or left in the church office.
Contact Tom Parson with any questions.
tom.parsons@ymail.com, 608-295-1697
Cooksville Lutheran Church received a thank-you
from the South-Central Synod of Wisconsin in grateful appreciation for giving $7,275.00 for Mission Support beyond the congregation for synodical and
churchwide ministries of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America.
THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS: In March we
received a donation of $430.00 from Thrivent
Lutheran through their "Choice Dollars" program.
We received this money because seven Thrivent
Members designated "Cooksville Lutheran
Church" as their charity of choice.
Thank you so much for your participation in this Thrivent program.
Also, thanks to Thrivent for the many ways it gives toward furthering
the ministries of Lutheran congregations.
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the Nazis and called for a purified
Germany. An opposing movement
began called the Confessing Church.
Their primary concern was for a pure
confession of faith, free from the
current political movements and
ideas. In 1935, Dietrich

established a seminary for this
Confessing Church. There he
wrote down his thoughts on what
he called “cheap grace” and
“costly grace.”

Cheap grace is the preaching of
forgiveness without requiring
repentance, baptism without
church discipline, communion
without confession, absolution
without personal confession.
Cheap grace is grace without
discipleship, grace without the
cross, grace without Jesus
Christ…
Costly grace, on the other
hand, accepts the fullness of
the gospel message: love and
forgiveness coupled with the
knowledge of a sinful human
nature which, on its own,
cannot stand before God.
Costly grace … is costly because
it calls us to follow, and it is
grace because it calls us to
follow Jesus Christ. It is costly
because it condemns sin, and
grace because it justifies the
sinner. Above all it is costly
because it cost God the life of
his son … it is grace because
God did not reckon his son too
dear a price to pay for our life,
but delivered him up for us.
He went on to talk about the
costly grace we find at the foot of
the cross,

The cross is laid on every
Christian. It begins with the call

to abandon the attachments of
this world. … When Christ calls a
man, He bids him come and die.
It may be a death like that of
the first disciples who had to
leave home and work to follow
Him, or it may be a death like
Luther’s who had to leave the
monastery and go out into the
world.
Because of his writings, Dietrich
was invited to teach theology in
New York and arrived there in
June of 1939. It was a short stay.
He wrote to a friend:

I have made a mistake coming
to America…. I will have no right
to participate in the
reconstruction of Christian life
in Germany after the war if I do
not share the trials of this time
with my people. Christians in
Germany will face the terrible
alternative of either willing the
defeat of their nation in order
that Christian civilization may
survive, or willing the victory of
their nation and thereby
destroying our civilization. I
know which of these
alternatives I must choose; but I
cannot make the choice in
security.
He returned to Germany in July.
In September Germany invaded
Poland, then Britain declared war.
Over the next few years, this
young pastor not only began to
help smuggle Jews out of
Germany, he became involved in
plans to assassinate Hitler and
overthrow the government. On
April 4, 1943 he was arrested. In
July of 1944 documents were
found that implicated Dietrich in
conspiring to assassinate Hitler.
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South-Central Synod of Wisconsin News
New Visions Seminar by Dr. Peter Steinke – You Are Invited to Covenant/
Stoughton’s Event on April 16! REGISTRATION IS OPEN. Dr. Peter Steinke,
internationally respected church consultant, will be leading a one day New
Visions seminar April 16, 2016 at Covenant Lutheran Church 1525 N. Van Buren
Street, Stoughton, Wisconsin. This seminar, for clergy and laity, will run from
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Come with two, three, or more to gain a “new vision”
for your congregation, to replace apathy with adventure, to see with new
eyes the opportunities laying before you.
Get Connected!
Are there people in your congregation who should receive exciting stories of
our ministry together, timely news updates and invitations to learning and
ministry opportunities in the synod? Forward this invitation to them! Our
hope is to widely expand beyond our 1,600 members of our e-news
readership of What Matters and Walking Together: Faith for Our Journey.
Please share this sign-up link widely in online and printed publications:
http://bit.ly/SynodNews. Contact Vicki Hanrahan and tell her you would like
to be on the synod e-mail list: vickih@scsw-elca.org
(Continued from page 11)

He was transferred to a Gestapo prison. When Hitler faced imminent
defeat, he ordered that no conspirator was to survive. On Sunday,
April 8, 1945, Dietrich Bonhoeffer had just finished conducting a
service of worship when two soldiers came in, saying, “Prisoner
Bonhoeffer, make ready and come with us,” the standard summons to
a condemned prisoner. As he left, he said to another prisoner, “This is
the end —but for me, the beginning — of life.” The events of the next
day were recorded by a German doctor who witnessed the hanging.

I saw Pastor Bonhoeffer kneeling on the floor praying fervently to
God. I was most deeply moved by the way this lovable man prayed,
so devout and so certain that God heard his prayer. At the place of
execution, he again said a short prayer and then climbed the few
steps to the gallows, brave and composed. In the fifty years I
worked as a doctor, I have hardly ever seen a
man die so entirely submissive to the will of Spring Cleaning
God.
A few days later the Allies reached the camp
and freed the remaining prisoners.
On April 9, the anniversary of his martyrdom,
the church remembers him and celebrates the
light of God that continues to shine through his
life and his life’s work.
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Sweep over me, Lord
And brush out my sin!
Replace it with faith,
And live here within.
Amen.
—Peggy Ferrell, from
Prayers and Poems
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Let’s Keep in Touch!
Church office: 608-882-4408; 11927 W.
Church St., Evansville, WI 53536

Pastor Karla Brekke: 608-751-0345
cooksvillelutheranpastor@gmail.com

Office: cooksvillelutheran@litewire.net
Kelsey Dunn, Secretary
Worship Coordinator, Donna Haakenson: 608-882-4131
Choir Director, Jeanne Julseth: 608-882-0505
Pastor Karla is usually in the office
on Mondays & Wednesdays. Please
call and make an appointment if
you would like to visit with her.
608-751-0345
Bulletin Printing Day
The weekly bulletin is printed on
Wednesdays. If you have anything
you wish to include, please have it
to the office by Monday.

2016 Cooksville Church Council
Richard Krake (Pres.) 608-882-5609
Paul Haakenson (V.P.) 608-882-4131
Sue Parsons (Sec.) 608-295-8796
Anne Remley-Haines 608-882-9997
Herb Hanson 608-455-6778
Betty Hamilton 608-882-5757
Tom Hatlen 608-882-4186
Bob Haakenson 608-758-9295
Randy Sime 608-931-8896
Tom Parsons (Treas.) 608-295-1697

Free Blood Pressure Screenings

Local Food Pantry Needs:

On the first Sunday of every
month, a free blood pressure
screening will be offered
following worship in the
Narthex. This service is offered
free of charge for all who are
interested. Please invite others
who may
benefit from
these free
screenings!

Anyone may drop off items in the
basket in our Narthex.
Thank you so much!
Here are some items that we
currently need for the food
pantries: Canned Soups, Canned
Fruit, Hamburger-helper, Tuna
Fish, Toothbrushes, Toilet paper,
Deodorant, Shampoo, Feminine
Products, Bath Soap, Toothpaste.

The Church Dartball League finished their
season with a Banquet on February 22 at
Cooksville Lutheran.
The Cooksville Lutheran Dartball team was

the champion this year!
13

Sunday

Sunday

Sunday

Sunday

April 3

April 10

April 17

April 24

Setting

Setting

Homestead

Setting

Assisting
Minister

Nancy Krake

Ilene Axford

Nancy Krake

Curtis Brandt

Communion
Server

Nancy Krake

Ushers

Ilene Axford

Arthur & Doris
Rosa Hanson
Olsen

Ilene Axford &
Betty

Nancy Krake

Curtis Brandt

Philip & Betty
Hamilton

Rosa Hanson

Nancy Krake

Betty Hamilton

Cantor

—

Lector

Kevin Brekke

Betty & Phil
Hamilton

Linda Sime

Connie Gregerson

Organist

Paul Haakenson

Naomi Shep

Jeanne Julseth

Naomi Shep

Altar Guild

Sue Wollin

Sun. School
Teacher

Curtis Brandt

Rhonda Wethal

Sue Parsons

Sherri Haakenson

Coffee Hour
Host

(Pastor’s
Installation)

Ilene Axford

—

—

Thank you to the many volunteers who help with worship, hospitality,
teaching, and cleaning the church. We appreciate all you do!
New volunteers are always welcome! Contact the following people:
Ushers: Rosa Hanson (873-3831)
Other worship leaders: Nancy Krake (882-5609 or nkrake@att.net)
Sunday School: Church Office
Cleaning the church: Jennifer Ehle (302-1722 or jenniferhele1@gmail.com)
Coffee Hour: Church Office or Nancy Krake (882-5609 or nkrake@att.net)
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15

4
9 am Quilting
11 am Staff Meeting
7 pm Worship
Committee

11
9 am Quilting
11 am Staff Meeting

10
8:45 Adult Study
10:00 Worship & Sun. School
11:00 Fellowship

18
9 am Quilting
11 am Staff Meeting
7 pm Council Mtg.

25
9 am Quilting
6:30 pm The
Gathering

17
8:45 Adult Study
10:00 Worship & Sun. School
11:00 Fellowship

24
8:45 Adult Study
10:00 Worship & Sun. School
11:00 Fellowship
.

6:00 pm Quilting Party

11:00 Potluck Dinner

Installation of Pastor Brekke

TUESDAY

WED.

THU.

26
9 am Maintenance
Group

19
9 am Maintenance
Group

12
9 am Maintenance
Group

5
9 am Maintenance
Group

7:00—8:00 pm Choir

27
12 pm Prayer Time

7:00—8:00 pm Choir

20
12 pm Prayer Time

7:00—8:00 pm Choir

13
12 pm Prayer Time

7:00—8:00 pm Choir

6
12 pm Prayer Time

28

21

14

7

“Our Lord has written the promise of the resurrection,
not in books alone, but in every leaf in springtime.”
—Martin Luther

MONDAY

3
8:45 Adult Study
10:00 Worship & Sun. School

SUNDAY

29

22

15

8

1

FRI.

C o o k s v i l l e L u t h e ra n C a l e n d a r fo r A p r i l 2 0 1 6

30

23

16

9

2

SAT.
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Address Correction Requested

11927 W. Church Street
Evansville, WI 53536
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