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HARVEST
DINNER
SUNDAY
November 5TH !
See page 6 for
details!

Dear Friends in Christ,
Thank you for all the prayers and well
wishes for me for my upcoming surgery
on September 27 (tomorrow)! Of course,
when you read this, it will be days behind
me, which is what I am looking forward
to!
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I love being your pastor. I am always
thrilled by how you care for one another
with Christ-like compassion, and how you
never cease praying for one another and
those on our prayer list. The highlight of
my week is always worshipping with all of
you on Sunday morning. God blesses us
through the music, prayers, Word,
presence of children, and the gift of
Christ’s life in the bread and wine of Holy
Communion.
I look forward eagerly to returning to be
with you all by the middle of October.
Until then, keep shining with Christ’s
light!
Pastor Karla

When Lutherans talk about faith, we are
talking about the relationship God’s
Holy Spirit creates with us. It’s a
relationship where God’s promise of
steadfast love and mercy in Jesus opens
us to a life of bold trust in God and
joyful, generous service to everyone we
know and meet in daily life.

“To gather with
God's people in
united adoration of
the Father is as
necessary to the
Christian life as
prayer.”

—Martin Luther

Martin Luther was exuberant when he described the freedom of faith
— “Oh, it is a living, busy, active, mighty thing, this faith. It is

impossible for it not to be doing good things unceasingly.”

Faith opens a place for engaging others in conversation, for seeking
the truth, for asking questions and speaking love in word and deed.
We listen to the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments. We listen to
the witness of others and we watch for the ways God is active in the
world around us. Faith is a full life, liberated for a living, daring
confidence in God’s grace.
On Reformation Sunday we will be singing several hymns whose words
were written by Martin Luther. For more inspiration from Martin
Luther, turn to page 10 in this newsletter.

On All Saints Sunday we will be celebrating all saints,
past and present. We will be giving thanks for those
who have passed into God’s eternal light,
acknowledging that their light still shines into this
world and into our lives. We will name and light a
candle for those who have died in the last five years.
This will be followed by the opportunity for you to light
candles for those who have died that are especially
dear to you. In the November newsletter there will be
more information on this Sunday, as well as inspiring readings about All
Saints Day. If you would like someone to be named who has died in the
last five years, please let the church office know.
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Looking ahead to the Holiday
Season …

Mark your calendars now!
November 22
Evansville Ecumenical Thanksgiving Eve Worship will be
Wednesday, November 22nd. Location and details to follow.

December 3
“Hanging of the Greens” at Cooksville Lutheran, following worship.
Help decorate the church for Advent/Christmas.
December 24
Christmas Eve morning worship service at 10 am.
Candle Light Worship at 4:00 p.m.
December 25

Christmas Day is on Monday this year. There will be no
services at Cooksville. We pray that everyone will be in
the presence of family and friends to share the joys of Christmas Day
and the birth of our Savior!

Sunday,
Nov. 5th, 2:00 am.
Adult Bible Study

Join us for Adult
Bible Study on
Sundays at
8:45 a.m
See you there!

We need Coffee Hour
hosts!
Can you sign up for a
Sunday?
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1

James Hatlen
Thomas Hatlen
4 John Remley
5 Mary Remley
6 Lynsey Wollin Casey
Jennifer Ehle
Lyric Krake Nunn
8 Trina DiPiazza
10 Allison Conant
13 Earlene Hanson

16
21
22
26
27

Bernie Mallon
Gary Larson
Kent Klongland
Barbara Young
Natalie Jass
Nellie Bednarek
Bill Reed
30 Basil Remley
Denyce La Mantia

The month of October brings the bounties of
harvest for those of us who watch the farm
equipment go by with the abundance of
crops. Our gardens flourish with vegetables,
the leaves change color to bring us an abundance of beauty, the
temperatures begin their freshness of a new season. The list
goes on, abundance everywhere....SO we also as a caring
community, bring forward the gift of abundance in the forms
of: kindness, peace, love, enthusiasm, gratitude, gentleness, joy,
faith, charity, and the list goes on.
I like to think of the Harvest Dinner event as sharing
those abundant gifts we all bring to the table on November 5th.
Our church mission statement says it beautifully:

"A caring community, empowered by God, to be disciples of
Christ”
-Submitted by a member of Cooksville Lutheran.
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Sunday School for
elementary-aged
children is based on the
readings for worship.
Students are invited to
leave worship during
the sermon, returning
in time for Communion
with their families.

Campus Ministry Sunday
will be observed on
October 22nd.
Join us!

Sunday School
Staff
Curtis Brandt

(Sunday School
Coordinator)
Rhonda Wethal
Sherri Haakenson
Sue Parsons
Linda Sime
Connie Gregerson

Jenn Nelson

This Month’s
Lessons
Sun. Oct 1st
The Chief Priests

Sue Parsons
Sun. Oct 8th
Parable of the
Vineyard
Jennifer Nelson
Sun. Oct 15th
The Wedding
Banquet

Linda Sime
Sun. Oct 22rd
Paying Taxes

Curtis Brandt
Sun. Oct 29th
The Greatest
Commandment
Connie Gregerson

Join us at the October
Homestead Service
where the children
will have prepared the
Prayers of
Intercession!
Sunday, Oct. 15th!
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HARVEST DINNER NOVEMBER 5TH!
On Sunday, November 5th, Cooksville Lutheran will be serving a sit-down
Turkey Dinner.
The dinner will feature turkey, mashed potatoes, gravy, all of the trimmings and pie. Sign-up lists for items that can be donated will be available
soon. Please also consider donating your time to serve this celebration of
the abundance of God's gifts to us as members of Cooksville Lutheran.

Dinner will be served from 11:30-3:00. Menu includes turkey, potatoes, gravy, bread stuffing, squash, green beans, lefse and dinner
rolls, cranberry sauce, coffee, milk and pie.

During Jesus’ Sermon on the
Mount, he said to the people: “Pray
then in this way…” Matthew 6: 9

Each Sunday we continue, in the spirit of outreach
and invitation, to ring the church bell during the
Lord’s Prayer, so that all who hear may join us as we
pray:
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Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread:
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
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Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one
another with whatever gift each of you has received. -1 Peter 4:10

On Sunday, October 1st we will dedicate
the quilts that were sewn by the Quilting
Group since last October. They will be
packed up and sent to Lutheran World
Relief for distribution where there is
need. Thank you to Betty Hamilton for
coordinating The Quilters, and to
everyone who has had a hand in sewing
and helping in any way.
We will be having a full
report in the November
newsletter, but I know
we’ve had a great year!

In appreciation for your
support, we are giving
away a quilt!
If you are a member at Cooksville, place your name in
the box in the Fellowship Hall (only once, please). The
drawing will be right before Thanksgiving! ~Betty

Thank you to all who
donated Baby Care Kits and
Personal Care Kits for
Lutheran World Relief!
If you see Dave Stadt, thank
him for his time and efforts
every year to collect these
items and deliver them to
the Railyard in Madison!
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On September 10th, CONNECT sponsored a spaghetti dinner: "Welcome to
Fall 2017 activities.” It was part of a church-wide welcome to all, especially
the returning Sunday School students Brady, Grayson, Alan, Rylee, Rochelle
and Lyric. Thank you to all who helped and attended!
CONNECT group is "back in town" and ready to guide the congregation into
this second year of renewal ideas and activities. At the September retreat,
many things were suggested for ways to revitalize our
churches to feel confident that we are doing God's work.
The question was presented this way: "Are we a group that
likes hanging out together and doing good things OR are we
God's group of people who like to hang out together and
do God's good things?"
This second year is designed to help us confirm that we ARE trying to do
God's work! The activities will be designed to remind us of how to do that,
and the final result of the work we do will be a statement of our vision of
Cooksville's mission right now.
Our first activity again involves us all. It is based on our belief that we communicate with God through prayer. The challenge is to "increase" prayer. We
have already asked that each group in the church opens each meeting with
prayer. (Closing meetings in prayer is good, too.) We regularly update our
prayer list of those who may benefit from special prayer. We are thankful,
too, for the group that meets on Wednesday to repeat these special prayers
and other prayer requests. We are hoping to develop a learning opportunity
to discuss prayer (how to pray, why we pray, types of prayer, and any other
question) and invite everyone.
But, for RIGHT NOW, we are asking that everyone increase their prayer activity by adding members of the congregation to their prayers. Find your name
in our directory, and pray for the following name for one day. Then move to
the next name the next day, and continue until you have prayed for each
member of the congregation. Doesn't matter if you know them or know
what's happening in their life; it will be enough just to name them before
God.
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Prayers...and inspired Prayers
On the previous page, you read that the CONNECT team has invited all of us to
pray for each other, even for people whom we do not know! To some, that
might seem difficult. I find that praying for someone I’ve never met is easier
than praying for those dearest to my heart, or nearest in my daily life. There is
something about that “space between,” when we pray for strangers, that makes
the passage-way for our concern and care to open wide and allow the plea to
travel forth with ease — and at speed! — “Lord, please help this person! Amen!”
My faith that my prayer will be heard is unwavering. I never overthink the request or complicate it with specifics. It is easy. And then there is the other kind
of praying— praying for those who are so close in our lives, for whom we care
deeply. Well, sometimes, emotions can get a little pinched because we want so
much for our prayers to be answered. It is hard for me to understand why Pastor
Karla has had to be in so much pain for so long, and with such an uncertain cure
or path to recovery. It is scary to know that her own spine has been squeezing
her nerves and restricting the flow of critical information to other parts of her
body. My prayers on this have stumbled at times, been unsteady and seemingly
feeble. I have been distracted and distressed by the lines of pain and fatigue
around her eyes, and by the Latin medical terms I don’t understand. I have
actually prayed to give not only Pastor strength, but to also give my prayers
strength!! Clumsy and fumbling and babbling on-and-on again today in my prayers, knowing she would be in surgery any minute, I found myself (by sheer grace)
being led to a bible passage so simplified and true that it erased my fear and
vanquished my worry. I hope that each of you find unexpected and gracious
help in your prayers, and that when you do, you share them with others! Please
see below for the message I was led to. Thank you ,and God Bless! ~Kelsey
Dunn

“The Spine of the Bible”
Psalm 117 is the middle chapter of the bible, a.k.a. the spine of the
bible. It is also the smallest chapter in the bible, comprised of only two
verses.

“1 Praise the Lord, all you nations! Extol him, all
you peoples!
2 For great is his steadfast love toward us, and
the faithfulness of the Lord endures forever.
Praise the Lord!”
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As we ce l eb ra te t he 500t h An n iv ers ary
o f th e R e fo rmat i on
Martin Luther was eight years old when Christopher Columbus set sail
from Europe and landed in the Western Hemisphere. Luther was a
young monk and priest when Michaelangelo was painting the Sistine
Chapel in Rome. A few years later, he was a junior faculty member at a
new university in small-town Germany, intently studying the Scriptures,
“captivated with an extraordinary ardor for understanding Paul in the
Epistle to the Romans.”
In these days Luther was tormented by the demand for righteousness
before God. “I did not love, yes, I hated the righteous God who punishes
sinners, and secretly, if not blasphemously, certainly murmuring greatly,
I was angry with God.”
Then, in the midst of that struggle with God, the
message of the Scriptures became clear, like a
long-shut door opening wide. When he realized
that a “merciful God justifies us by faith —I felt
that I was altogether born again and had entered
paradise itself through open gates.”
What Luther discovered is the freedom of
Christians trusting God’s mercy in Christ. As he
later wrote, “Faith is God’s work in us. It changes us and makes us to be
born anew of God. This faith is a living, busy, active, mighty thing. It is
impossible for it not to be doing good works incessantly. Faith is a living,
daring confidence in God’s grace, so sure and certain that believers
would stake their lives on it a thousand times.”
This discovery set Luther’s life on a new course —both his own life and
his public service as a preacher and teacher. When a church-endorsed
sales team came to the Wittenberg area in October, 1517, Luther was
concerned that the promotion and sale of indulgences undermined the
promise of God’s unreserved mercy in Jesus and the faith that trusts
that promise. His 95 Thesesor Disputation on the Power and Efficacy of
Indulgences became the first of a life-long stream of books, sermons,
letters, essays, even hymns in which he expressed his confidence in this
life-giving promise from God, the Gospel, and its liberating implications
for all of life in church and society.

10

Cooksville Lutheran Church— October 2017 Newsletter

Willard Hanson
Husband of Rosa Hanson
August 25, 2017
Charlotte Marie Parson
Mother of Jim Parsons,
Grandmother of Michelle and Tom
August 30, 2017
Lois Burdick
September 8, 2017

Precious in the sigh t of the LORD
is th e dea th of h is sa ints. Psalm 116:15

Borghild Marie Viney
Mother of David Viney
August 10, 2017

Please remember the following members and friends in prayer:
Pastor Karla, Rev. John Shep, Donna Haakenson, Tara Krake-Davis,
Kaj Anderson, Gordy Starks, Katherine Snell, Dona Berge, John
Tomlin, Louise Kluge, Evelyn Beyer, Marilyn Kueng, Tori, Dale
Westaby, Joe Henn, Dave Messling, Marion Kjernes, Jan Kettle,
Robert Saunders, Anne Kurey, Michael LaMantia, John Garvan, Kari
David, Vicky Hubbell, and Alexa (grand-daughter of Don Little).
CLC Special Friends: Anna Hanson, Charles Hoff, Don Farberg,
Dorothy Froemming, Larry Smith, Rhea Wethal, Ruth Erickson,
Virginia Sime.
Military: Andrew Newcomb, Ben Berge.
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ELCA Synod
News and Notes
October 7 – Lutheran World
Relief Boxcar Loading –
Southern WI Railroad Yard
October 9-10 – Bishop’s
Convocation – The Abbey in
Fontana, Wisconsin
Planning Ahead?

Synod Assembly 2018 –
Saturday, May 5 &
Sunday, May 6 –
Kalahari, Wisconsin Dells

It’s Back! This Annual Event
That’s a True Smorgasbord!
St. John’s Invites You!
Turkey& Meatballs & All The
Trimmings
Date: Thursday, October 5
Time: Lunch - 11:00 am - 1:00 pm
Dinner - 4:00 pm - 7:00
pm
Adults - $12 Children 6-12 - $5
Under 6 - $3
Carryouts - $13
Location: St. John’s - 625
Netherwood St. Oregon, WI

12

SCANDINAVIAN DINNER!
Saturday, October 7th from 4-7 pm

Faith Lutheran Church
2116 Mineral Point Ave.
Janesville WI
Call 608-754-0261 for tickets!
Swedish meatballs & gravy
Boiled potatoes
Green beans
Lefse
Limpa and Julekage Breads
Norwegian Cookies
Adults $12, children 6-12 years $6,
Children 5 and under are free.
*All proceeds go to the Faith
Lutheran church Building Fund*

Fall Bazaar
Saturday, Oct. 7th, 11am—1 pm

St. John Lutheran Church
207 E. High Street, Edgerton

Luncheon: Swiss Steak, Mashed
Potatoes & gravy, Corn, Green
Beans, and tossed salad.
Adults $9
Children under twelve $4
Takeouts available

Also, featuring a Craft Fair
and Bake Sale!!
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Let’s Keep in Touch!
Please contact the church office if you:
Have a change of address or phone
Would like to be added to the prayer list
Are interested in church membership
Become hospitalized or homebound
Would like to be baptized
Have a death in the family

Church St aff
Church office: 608-882-4408; 11927 W. Church St., Evansville, WI 53536
Pastor Karla Brekke: 608-751-0345 cooksvillelutheranpastor@gmail.com
Secretary, Kelsey Dunn: cooksvillelutheran@litewire.net
Worship Coordinator, Donna Haakenson: 608-882-4131
Choir Director, Jeanne Julseth: 608-882-0505

N ew vo lun teers are
a lw ay s w elcome
Contact the following people:
Ushers: Rosa Hanson (873-3592)
Worship Leaders: Nancy Krake
(882-5609 or nkrake@att.net)
Sunday School: Pastor Karla
Cleaning the church: Church Office
Coffee Hour: Church Office or Nancy
Krake (882-5609 or nkrake@att.net)

From Sept 27
through mid October,
Pastor Rod
Nordby will be our on-call pastor.
If you have an emergency during
this time, please contact Council
President, Betty Hamilton at 608882-5757 for immediate assistance.

Free Blood Pressure Screenings

On the first Sunday of every month,
a free blood pressure screening will
be offered following worship in the
Narthex. This service is offered free
of charge for all who are interested.
Please invite others who may
benefit from these free screenings.
2017 Cooksville
Church Council
Betty Hamilton (Pres.) 882-5757
Tom Severson (V.P.) 873-6552
Sue Parsons (Sec.)
Tom Parsons (Treasurer)
Randy Sime
Tom Hatlen
Bob Haakenson
Laura Pehler
Herb Hanson
*Meetings are held at 7:00 pm the
third Monday of the month and
are open to the congregation.
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Oct 1
Presiding
Minister

Oct 8

Oct 15

Pastor Rod Pastor Rod Pastor Jack
Nordby
Nordby
Finney

Oct 22

Oct 29

Pastor
Karla
Brekke

Pastor
Karla
Brekke

Assisting
Minister

Curtis
Brandt

Ilene Axford

(Homestead
Service)

Nancy
Krake

Anne
Remley
Haines

Communion
Assistant

Curtis
Brandt

Ilene Axford

Richard
Krake

Nancy
Krake

Anne
Remley
Haines

Rosa
Hanson

Rosa
Hanson &
Jennifer
Nelson

Ushers

Rosa
Art & Doris Phil & Betty Hanson &
Olsen
Hamilton
Richard
Krake

Lector

Connie
Gregerson

Cantor

Betty
Ilene Axford Ensemble
Hamilton

Sunday
School
Teacher

Paul
Naomi Shep
Haakenson
Sue Parsons

Jennifer
Nelson

Coffee Hour Kelsey Dunn
Host
& Sue Wollin

Nancy &
Richard
Krake
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Phil
(Homestead
Linda Sime
Service)
Hamilton
Betty
Hamilton

Anne
Remley
Haines

Sue Parsons and Cheryl Haakenson

Altar Guild
Organist /
Pianist

Jennifer
Nelson

Jeanne
Julseth
Linda Sime

Naomi Shep Naomi Shep
Curtis
Brandt

Connie
Gregerson

Rachel
*This date is *This date is
Whittier &
available
available
Evelyn Beyer
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SUNDAY

31

30
8:45 Adult Study
10:00 Worship &
Sun. School
11:00 Fellowship

9 am Quilting
11 am Staff Meeting

Reformation Day

23
9 am Quilting
11 am Staff Meeting

22 CAMPUS MINISTRY SUNDAY
8:45 Adult Study
10:00 Worship & Sun. School
11:00 Fellowship

10
9 am Maintenance
Group

9
9 am Quilting
11 am Staff Meeting

25
9 am Maintenance
Group

17
9 am Maintenance
Group

3
9 am Maintenance
Group

2
9 am Quilting
11 am Staff Meeting
7 pm Worship Committee

16
9 am Quilting
11 am Staff Meeting
7 pm Council Meeting

TUESDAY

MONDAY

26
10 am Prayer
Time
7 pm Choir

18
10 am Prayer
Time
7 pm Choir

11
10 am Prayer
Time
7 pm Choir

4
10 am Prayer
Time
7 pm Choir

WED.

28
10 am
Gathering

20

13

6

FRI.

29

21

8:30 am
Lefse
Baking

14

8:30 am
Lefse
Baking

7

SAT.

The Harvest Dinner is November
5th and will be served from 11:30
am to 3:00 pm—please invite your
neighbors, friends, and families!

27

19

12
CONNECT
6 pm

5

THU.

O C TO B E R 2 0 1 7 : C o o k s v i l l e L u t h e r a n

15 HOMESTEAD WORSHIP
8:45 Adult Study
10:00 Worship & Sun. School
11:00 Fellowship

8:45 Adult Study
10:00 Worship & Sun. School
11:00 Fellowship

8

1 DEDICATION OF QUILTS
8:45 Adult Study
10:00 Worship & Sun. School
11:00 Fellowship

15

16
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Address Correction Requested

11927 W. Church Street
Evansville, WI 53536

Cooksville Lutheran Church

