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Dear Friends in Christ,
My sister Vicky told me about an interesting
discussion that she has been having lately
with her friends about “nature deficit
disorder.” Here’s a good summary of the
topic from Wikipedia:
Nature deficit disorder refers to the
phrase coined by Richard Louv in his 2005
book Last Child in the Woods that human
beings, especially children, are spending
less time outdoors resulting in a wide
range of behavioral problems. Richard
Louv has stated "nature-deficit disorder is
not meant to be a medical diagnosis but
rather to serve as a description of the
human costs of alienation from the
natural world." Louv claims that causes
for the phenomenon include parental
fears, restricted access to natural areas,
and the lure of the screen. Recent
research has drawn a further contrast
between the declining number of National
Park visits in the United States and
increasing consumption of electronic
media by children.
As Christians who value the Bible, we know
the importance of respect for our
environment and the healing powers that
are “built into” nature by the Creator. This
is a great time of year to spend time
outdoors gardening, walking, reading,
resting. Invite a friend, spouse, grandchild,
(whomever) for a long walk and let God’s
healing love flow from nature into your
soul.
God’s peace, Pastor Karla

God's wish
The best remedy for
those who are afraid,
lonely or unhappy is to
go outside, somewhere
where they can be quiet,
alone with the heavens,
nature and God.
Because only then does
one feel that all is as it
should be and that God
wishes to see people
happy, amidst the
simple beauty of nature.

-Anne Frank

The benefits of nature
As a boy, John Muir
memorized the entire
New Testament. As an
adult, he became one of
America’s outstanding
naturalists. Muir
recognized the magic
and mystery of God’s
forests, mountains,
streams, waterfalls and
animals. He founded the
conservation group
known as the Sierra
Club.
Muir died in 1914, but
his books are still widely
read. “Every-body needs
beauty as well as bread,
places to play in and
pray in, where nature
may heal and give
strength to body and
soul,” Muir wrote.

Caring Community + God Empowered + Disciples of Christ

Jun 7

2nd Sun. after Pentecost

A House Divided

Mark 3:20-35

Jun 14 3rd Sun. after Pentecost

Sowing & Growing

Mark 4:26-34

Jun 21 4th Sun. after Pentecost

When The Ship is Sinking

Mark 4:35-41

Jun 28 5th Sun. after Pentecost

Twelve Long Years

Mark 5:21-43

Coming up July 5, 2015:
Evansville Ecumenical Worship in the Park
Details will be in the July newsletter.

Free Blood Pressure Screenings
On the first Sunday of every month, a

Congratulations to Donna
and Paul Haakenson
on the birth of their
granddaughter
Natalie Ann Haakenson,
daughter of Peter and
Kelly!

free blood pressure screening will be
offered following worship in the
Narthex. This service is offered free
of charge for all who are interested.
Please invite
others who
may benefit
from these
free
screenings!

Sunday School will
resume in the Fall.
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Please join us in
celebrating our
graduates!
We will honor them
during worship on
June 14th, 2015.
10:00 a.m.

High School

Tyler Grant
Mary Gregerson
Dustin Huset

“ F o r s u r e ly I k n o w th e p l a n s I h av e f o r yo u …
T o g i v e yo u a fu t u r e w i t h h o p e . ” -Jeremiah 29:11

If you know of a member who is graduating from high school, college,
or any school of higher education, and they are not listed above,
please call the church office, so that we may send them an invitation
to this event.

“Blessed indeed is the man who
hears many gentle voices call him
father!” -Lydia M Child
One night a father overheard his son
pray; “Dear God, make me the kind
of man my Daddy is.” Later that
night, the Father prayed, “Dear God,
make me the kind of man my son
wants me to be.” - Anonymous
“It is much easier to become a father
than to be one.” - Kent Nerburn

May God bless you as you
continue to be a model of
faith in Christ to your
children.

Caring Community + God Empowered + Disciples of Christ
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On June 25, 175 years ago; the Cooks
brothers arrived in the Cooksville area
from Ohio. Imagine what they thought
when they saw the great savanna of oak
trees, abundant and open fields, the
water of the Badfish and Spring Creeks.
From these roots, the village became
Cooksville, and the rural area began the
work of raising their families on farms,
working together to find unity with the
land, their love for God, family and friends.
The third Sunday of each summer month (June 21, July 19,
August 16) will see a blended service which captures the spirit
of these rural values. COME AS YOU ARE to these simple,
meditative and spiritual celebrations. The new, blended with
our rich heritage of worship. The old, blended with the
thoughts and music of today. Puppet ministry will delight the
children, and the Sanctuary will ring with chimes, our fabulous
organ and joyful singing. The word of God will continue to
sustain us in our daily lives.
The tradition of this rural church can and will continue to reach
out to those who need and want it most. It can and will reach
out to the folks of today, with new
and creative worship styles. Just
as the Norwegian immigrants
founded this church on the
Simple, Meditative, Spiritual
premise of not taking their buggies
3rd Sunday, 10:00 a.m.
to the larger communities to
June 21
worship, we know that this small
and beautiful church built on the
July 19
highest point in Cooksville, can
August 16
bring the folks from the village and
Chimes, Joyful Singing, Puppets
farm lands together on Sunday
morning, in unity and love.
Invite a friend, neighbor, your
Jeanne Julseth
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family, children
Come as you are!
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The chimes will rehearse from 6:30 to 7:00 P.M. on
Wednesday evenings during the summer months, beginning
June 3. Check it out, not only is it fun and easy, but it keeps
your brain functioning at a higher level. It's like fishing,
always hopeful for something to appear on your hook. With
bells, it's always a mellow sound that rings from your
hands. The music is coded, so you need not have musical
experience to play these heavenly instruments. We need 11
ringers at each rehearsal, so call me when you are ready to
take the leap of faith to ring the chimes.
Jeanne Julseth (882-0505)

The first organizational meeting for our
Fall Festival will be on May 31 after
worship. Everyone and all ideas
welcome!

Ideas? Call Laura Pehler
or Linda Sime—931-9111

Caring Community + God Empowered + Disciples of Christ
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On Sunday, May 10, Leah Wagner made public affirmation of
faith and commitment to the promises of Baptism in the name
of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit and is thereby
confirmed as a member of Cooksville Lutheran Church, ELCA.
Congratulations, Leah! Continue to grow in Christ!

On Wednesday, May 6, Leah shared a faith statement with the
church council at a dinner they hosted in her honor. We were
moved by her words and the faith that shines through Leah.
Here are her words:

Hello, I am Leah Wagner and I have attended Cooksville
Lutheran Church since I was 9 years old.
Throughout the Sunday school classes, worship and
confirmation classes in Evansville I have learned what
faith means to me.
I believe you have to have confidence in your faith. My
faith means to trust in God, and that every day when I
wake up I believe he is with me.
If I make mistakes, whether they are small or big, I may
lose faith. But God gave us the gift to have faith in him.
God will always be there with you.
In my confirmation class, Pastor Matt shared a poem with
6
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us called “Footprints in the Sand.” It goes like this….
One night I dreamed I was walking along the beach with the
Lord.
Many scenes from my life flashed across the sky.
In each scene I noticed footprints in the sand.
Sometimes there was two sets of footprints, other times
there was only one.
This bothered me because I noticed that during the low
periods of my life, when I was suffering from anguish, sorrow
or defeat, I could see only one set of footprints.
So I asked the Lord, “You promised me, Lord, that if I
followed you, you would walk with me always. But I have
noticed that during the most trying periods of my life there
has only been one set of footprints in the sand. Why, when I
needed you most, have you not been there for me?”
The Lord replied, “The years when you have seen only one
set of footprints, my child, is when I carried you.”

By being at Cooksville Lutheran Church I have learned that
my footprints are God’s footprints. Everyone has
supported me through my footprints and I would like to
continue coming to church to complete my faith footprints.
Thank you.
Leah Wagner
As you therefore have received
Christ Jesus the Lord,
continue to live your lives in him,
rooted and built up in him
and established in the faith,
just as you were taught,
abounding in thanksgiving.
Colossians 2:6-7
Caring Community + God Empowered + Disciples of Christ
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1

Randy Schneeberger
Jake White
2 Leah Wagner
4 Rhonda Tomlin
5 Laura Pehler
6 Vicki Wethal
8 Ruth Erickson
12 Glenn Starks
15 Matthew Wethal

18
21
26
27
28

John Veum
Karen Larson
Kenneth Kueng
Priscilla Sarow
Matthew Gunn
Mary Gregerson
Laura Schwoerer
Nathan Gallagher

Wednesday Noon-12:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary
There are so many needs, and so many people who have asked for
our prayers. Our prayer list represents numerous heart-touching
stories and needs.
Come and pray for the people on our prayer list and for the people
and ministries of Cooksville Lutheran Church.
If you cannot come to church to pray, maybe you could pause about
noon on Wednesday, wherever you are, and pray for a few minutes,
knowing that you are joining your prayers with ours.
If you have a prayer request and would like us to pray for it, please
e-mail me before 6 p.m. on Tuesday at brekkekev3@netscape.net or
give me a call at 608-669-1218.
Yours In Christ, Kevin Brekke

Jesus said, “My house shall be called a house of prayer.”
Matthew 21:13
8
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Please keep these members of our
extended community in your prayers




























Paul Haakenson (surgery)
Fred and Kim Durham (Randy Sime’s sister & brother-in-law)
Martha Johnson
Larry Smith
Linda Curfman
Louise Kluge
Randy Cagnoni (friend of the Simes family)
Gladys Haakenson
Gordon Starks
Judy Latka
Donna Berge (surgery)
Jim Porter
Rhonda Heisz (neighbor of Sue Parsons)
Winifred Brown (friend of Herb Hanson)
Robert Saunders (Martha Johnson’s brother,
serious health concerns)

Kari David (friend of Kevin facing cancer treatment)
Ruth Erickson (mobility concerns)
Erik Jelinek (synod staff, cancer recurrence)
Anne Kurey (Martha Johnson’s sister, health concerns)
Anna Hanson (health and mobility concerns)
Ava Christianson (friend of the Wagners; cancer treatment)
Charles Hoff (health and mobility concerns)
Robert Hanson (chronic health concerns)
Michael LaMantia (chronic health concerns)
Dorothy Froemming (health concerns)
Sarah Alice Wealti (Patty Smith’s mother)
John Garvan (friend of Kevin)

Members of the Military:
 Melissa Balbin Crandall
 John Haines

 Dean Jass
 Andrew Newcomb

Everyone on this prayer list is remembered during our Wednesday
midday prayer group. Join us in the Sanctuary Wednesdays at
noon to surround these people with God’s love and care.
Caring Community + God Empowered + Disciples of Christ
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GoodSearch &
GoodShop
These online fundraising sites let
people earn money for charity simply by doing their regular online activities! GoodSearch sends a check
with proceeds raised to participating organizations once a year.
Our first check arrived in November,
for nearly $20! This was for less
than a year of participating in this
program that was new for our congregation. Can we double the
amount for next year? Be sure to
change your default search engine
to goodsearch.com, and go through
goodshop.com as you do your
online shopping. Thanks for your
support!

Create a
Cooksville
Legacy
You can continue
to support the
church for
generations to
come by naming
Cooksville Lutheran in your will.
Please communicate to the
Foundation Committee when
designating a gift, so we can be
prepared to receive it. If you are
interested in supporting our
ministry in this way, contact the
Rev. Larry Westfield
(larry.westfield@elca.org, 262-2249574 or 877-224-9574).

Wanted...If anyone has birthday cards that you can donate, please drop
off at the church office. We need the cards for men, women, and children.
Thank you...Laura Pehler

Local Food Pantry Needs:

Gifts in Kind
The following items can be
put to use immediately for
ministry! Please remember
the church the next time you
go shopping.
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First-class stamps – current
usage exceeds 100/month)
Hand soap refills
Toilet paper

Anyone may drop off items in the
basket in our Narthex Thank you so
much! Listed are items currently
needed at the food pantry; Boxed

Dinners, canned Fruit, Canned
pasta, Peanut Butter, Jelly,
Hamburger-helper, Tuna Fish,
Toothbrushes, Toilet paper,
Deodorant, Shampoo, Bath Soap,
Toothpaste, etc.
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Help Wanted—Are you a Yogi or do you know
someone who is and would be willing to teach
a Yoga class here at Cooksville for 6 weeks?
Please get in touch with Pastor Karla or Jaye
with any info/questions.
Wanted—Are you a popcorn master, love the
smell of popcorn, want to make people smile?
We are in need of someone who is willing to
pop corn during an occasional Sunday during
fellowship, special occasions, etc. Popcorn and
machine provided. Please contact either Pastor
Karla or Jaye.

Special Thanks to ...

Help Wanted—Do
you enjoy cleaning?
We are seeking
individuals, groups,
or families who
would be
interested in either
cleaning the church
or providing
monetary
donations for the
weekly cleaning of
the church. Signup
sheet is in the
Narthex.

S A Special thanks to Betty Hamilton for leading the adult Bible
Study every Sunday during the school year. Your diligent
preparation and insight into scripture are an inspiration to
those who take part in this key ministry of our church!
S A warm thanks to the Foltz Family, Bob & Sherri Haakenson,
Richard and Nancy Krake, Laura Pehler, Bill & Joyce Leopold,
Donald Farberg, for cleaning the church or covering the cost
of the cleaning.
S Thanks to our coffee hour host Rhonda Wethal, Kevin & Karla
Brekke, Nancy Remley, and the Sime Family for providing us
with wonderful refreshments
S All the volunteers who behind the scene, continue to give
freely their skills and time to help keep Cooksville Lutheran a
thriving community.
S Those who give so generously to support the ministry of
Cooksville Lutheran Church.
Caring Community + God Empowered + Disciples of Christ
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God met her in a lonely place
Louisa May Alcott, the author of Little Women and other books,
once wrote of a unique experience she had one morning while
walking through a woods. She wrote of the moss being like
velvet, the arches of yellow and red leaves, then coming upon a
meadow bathed in glorious sunshine. Her heart sang for joy at
the beauty of it all.
Then she tells of a strange and solemn feeling coming over her
as she stood in a place with no sound but the rustle of the
pines. She wrote of an epiphany she had.
“It seemed as if I felt God as I never did
before, and I prayed in my heart that I
might keep that happy sense of nearness
all of my life.”
-Searching for God in America

Learn to chime …
read page five!

ECHO needs for June
Food Items: Peanut Butter & Jelly, Macaroni & Cheese, Soup & Crackers, Spaghetti Sauce, Spaghetti O’s, Canned Meats, Pork & Beans.

Personal Items: Deodorant, Toothbrushes, Dish Soap, Toilet Paper, Diapers (size 4-6), Shampoo.
Eat out for Hunger June 1st (See bulletin board for list of participants or online at www.echojanesville.org for current list). Restaurants will donate 10% of June 1st sales for action against hunger.
12
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Let’s Keep in Touch!
Please contact the church office if you or a family member:






Have a change of address or phone number
Would like to be added to the prayer list
Are interested in church membership
Become hospitalized or homebound
Would like to be baptized

Chu rch St aff
Church office: 608-882-4408; 11927 W. Church St., Evansville, WI 53536
Pastor Karla Brekke: 608-751-0345 cooksvillelutheranpastor@gmail.com
Secretary, Jaye Lauer: 608-754-8721 cooksvillelutheran@litewire.net
Worship Coordinator, Donna Haakenson: 608-882-4131
Choir Director, Jeanne Julseth: 608-882-0505

N ew vo lun teers are
a lw ay s w elcome
Contact the following people:
Ushers: Rosa Hanson (873-3831)
Worship Leaders: Nancy Krake
(882-5609 or nkrake@att.net)
Sunday School: Pastor Karla
Cleaning the church: Jennifer Ehle
(302-1722 or jenniferele1@gmail.com)

Coffee Hour: Church Office or Nancy
Krake (882-5609 or nkrake@att.net)
Thank you to the many volunteers
who help with worship, hospitality,
teaching, and cleaning the church.
We appreciate all you do!

Pastor Karla Brekke’s Hours:
Mondays & Wednesdays 1-4 pm;
Tuesdays-Visiting
Secretary’s office hours are
Thursday 1-3pm

2015 Cooksville Church Council
Anne Remley-Haines (Pres.)
608-882-9997
Richard Krake (V.P.)
608-882-5609
Sue Parsons (Sec.) 608-295-8796
Tom Parsons (Treasurer)
608-295-1697
tom.parsons@ymail.com
Herb Hanson 608-455-6778
Donna Gunn 608-931-8402
Sue Wollin 608-455-4374
Paul Haakenson 608-882-4131
Betty Hamilton 608-882-5757

Caring Community + God Empowered + Disciples of Christ
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June 7

June 14

June 21

June 28

Assisting
Minister

Ilene Axford

Curtis
Brandt

None
Needed

Anne Remley
Haines

Communion
Assistant

Ilene Axford

Curtis
Brandt

Kevin
Brekke

Anne Remley
Haines

Ushers

Art & Doris Sue & Jim
Olson
Parsons

Rosa
Hanson

Rosa Hanson

Lector

Phil & Betty Connie
Hamilton Gregerson

Jennifer
Ehle

Linda Sime

Cantor

Ilene Axford

Praise Team

Anne Remley–
Haines

Nancy
Krake

Acolyte
Organist

Naomi Shep

Naomi
Shep

Coffee Hour
Host

Ilene Axford

Jeanne
Julseth

14

Leah &
Mekenzie
Wagner
Jeanne
Julseth

Paul Haakenson

Popcorn!!
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28 PENTECOST 5
10:00 Worship
11:00 Fellowship
29

22
9 am Quilting
6:30 pm The Gathering

21 PENTECOST 4
10:00 Worship
11:00 Fellowship

Father’s Day

15
9 am Quilting
5:30 Foundation Meeting
7 pm Council Meeting

14 PENTECOST 3
10:00 Worship
11:00 Fellowship

30

23
9 am
Maintenance
Group

16
9 am
Maintenance
Group

9
9 am
Maintenance
Group

2
9 am
Maintenance
Group

1
9 am Quilting
7 pm Worship Committee

8
9 am Quilting
7 pm Altar Guild Meeting

TUESDAY

MONDAY

7 PENTECOST 2
10:00 Worship
11:00 Fellowship

SUNDAY

THU.

25

18

11

4

26

19

12

5

FRI.

27

20

13

6

SAT.

offered following worship in the Narthex. This service is offered free of
charge for all who are interested. Please invite others who may benefit
from these free screenings.

On the first Sunday of every month, a free blood pressure screening will be

Free Blood Pressure Screenings

24
12 pm Prayer Time
6:30 pm Chime Rehearsal

17
12 pm Prayer Time
6:30 pm Chime Rehearsal

10
12 pm Prayer Time
6:30 pm Chime Rehearsal

3
12 pm Prayer Time
6:30 pm Chime Rehearsal

WED.

C o o k s v i l l e L u t h e ra n C a l e n d a r f o r J u n e 2 0 1 5
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Address Correction Requested

11927 W. Church Street
Evansville, WI 53536

Cooksville Lutheran Church

