A Caring Community Empowered by God
to be Disciples of Christ

A
dvent is designed to be a quiet
reflective time. Which is a good thing
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because the world can be a swirling chaos
all around us during the Christmas
season. So much to do. So little time.
Each year our Christmas “To Do” list gets
longer! Of course we want to do again
those things that have become beloved
traditions. But we also have new things
we would like to try: new recipes,
activities, decorating ideas. Take a look at
Pinterest and you will see thousands of
ideas for your Christmas celebrations!
We want to experience all the wonders of
the season of Christmas … but just getting
busier won’t necessarily deliver the
Christmas we long for.

C

ome to worship. Quiet your mind
and allow God to speak to your heart, to
refresh your soul, to increase your faith.
(Continued on page 2)

(Continued from page 1)

God can do things within us that we cannot do. Invite the Holy
Spirit to transform your thoughts and heart. When we surrender
to God’s will and ways, we find a peace and strength that carry
us along. And because of being centered in God’s love, we find
that our connections to others are improved as well.

T

he person sitting next to you in worship is not just sitting
there by chance. God is planning on blessing you through that
person. Watch for it, open your heart, the blessing will surely
come. God is also planning on blessing the person next to you
with (you guessed it) — YOU! Don’t worry that you might not
have anything of importance to say or express — YOU DO. You
are God’s beloved child, created to shine God’s love into the
world. You really do have SO MUCH TO OFFER. Don’t worry
about finding the energy to reach out one more time. Reaching
out to others with kindness and openness of heart is not another
thing to add to your mile long “To Do” list. God is not asking you
to drain yourself by being “nice” or “patient” with one more
person. Just step out with a little faith … trust that God will help
you be a blessing (just by being YOU). God will unfold the
miracle of love within your heart which will bless you and others
beyond measure. So just show up, step out in faith, and watch
the Holy Spirit in action.

C

ome and see for yourself! Come as you are. Take steps of
faith to open up and welcome those around you. Receive God’s
love through the music, songs, bible readings,
the sermon, the bread and wine of holy
communion, the beautiful sanctuary, the
quiet silences, and your brothers and sisters
in Christ.

C

ome to receive God’s peace.

God’s Peace be with You this Advent & Christmas!
Pastor Karla Brekke
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December 1—First Sunday in Advent
Worship and Sunday School at 10 a.m. Adult
Bible Study at 8:45 a.m.
“Hanging of the Greens” following worship.
Help decorate the church for Advent and
Christmas.

December 8—Second Sunday in Advent
Worship and Sunday School at 10 a.m. Adult Bible Study at
8:45 a.m.
The Christmas Cantata concert by the Evansville Ecumenical
Choir at 6 pm at St. John’s Lutheran, 312 S. Third St.,
Evansville.

December 15—Third Sunday in Advent
Worship and Sunday School at 10 a.m. Adult Bible Study at
8:45 a.m.
During worship “A Picture of The Night Jesus
Was Born“ and the Handbell Choir. Cookie
Celebration afterwards plus packing
Christmas cookie tins for our Special Friends.

December 22—Fourth Sunday in Advent
Worship and Sunday School at 10 a.m. Adult Bible Study at
8:45 a.m.

December 24—Christmas Eve Candle Light Worship
Worship at 4:00 p.m.

December 25—Merry Christmas!
There will be no worship service on Christmas
Day.
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The Advent Wreath is a
symbol of watchfulness and
increasing joy as we anticipate
Jesus’ birth.
The wreath’s circular shape
symbolizes eternity, or life
without end.
Advent, which marks the
beginning of the church year,
is “the first gleam of
Christmas,” writes W.E.
Sangster. “It heralds the
entrance of the Divine into
human history; it is heaven
descending to earth; it is a
great event casting its
brilliance before it.” Sangster
adds: “It is as though a
trumpeter had taken his stand
upon the turrets of time and
announced the coming of the
King. ‘Get ready,’ he seems to
say. ‘Get ready. He is
coming!’”

4

The candles remind us that
Jesus is the Light of the World
— he brought light and life to
a dark world (see John 1:4-5).
On each of the four Sundays
of Advent, we light a new
candle. As the light grows, so
do our hope and joy.
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A Pictu re o f
The Night Jesus
Was Born
Calling all children! Grandchildren, Friends,
School-Mates, Neighbors, Cousins, etc.
Come, be a part of the Picture!

You can be an angel, sheep, cow, or other animal. No rehearsals.
Children/adults will enter during the carols and create our “picture” of
the night that Jesus was born. Then there will be a time to take pictures. Come 15 minutes early to choose a costume or prop.

The Handbell Choir
will play during worship

Christmas Cookie Ce lebra tion
We will enjoy a Christmas Cookie Celebration following
worship. Please sign up on the bulletin board and bring
one dozen of your favorite Christmas cookies. From the
abundance of cookies, The Gathering will be packing
Cookie Tins for our Special Friends.
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Hope of Heaven
Hope of Heaven
It rings loud and clear
The chosen one born
At the decided year
Hope of Heaven
Seen on every face
If you look closely
You’ll see God’s grace
Hope of Heaven
Can never disappoint
God’s own holy word
To earth He would appoint
Hope of Heaven
Reminds us once again
Hallelujah,
Hallelujah, Amen
Kevin Brekke
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Wednesdays
10:00 a.m. in the

Fellowship Room
Each Wednesday at 10:00 a.m.
we gather to pray for the people
on our prayer list and for the
people and ministries of
Cooksville Lutheran Church.
Please keep the following
people in your prayers: Ron
Hatlen, Jeff Spindler, Louise
Kluge, Rev. John Shep, Rev.
David Stratton, Jenn Williamson,
Marilyn Kueng, Evelyn Beyer, Sid
Anderson Jr., Bill Riley, Jean
Lademan, Ramona Whittier,
Harlow Phillips, John Garvan,
Henry B.
CLC Special Friends: Joyce
Leopold, Ruth Erickson, Dorothy
Froemming, Anna Hanson,
Virginia Sime
Military: Andrew Newcomb
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Singing Christmas carols is a cherished tradition. But during sorrow
and times of struggle, some lyrics may seem hard to sing. For
example: “O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant.” Where is
the joy when a loved one has just died? Where is the triumph if
I’ve just lost my job? These words don’t describe my life!
Or what about “Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright.” If
we are honest, some of us would be saying, “Not in my house; I’m
exhausted from the fighting.”
Or, “The little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes.” Perhaps your child
screams with colic for hours on end!
Even so … listen to these sympathetic words from “It Came Upon the
Midnight Clear”:
And you beneath life’s crushing load,
Whose forms are bending low.
Oh, rest beside the weary road
And hear the angels sing.
Truly God reaches out to the happy and
hurting alike. In the beloved song, “Silent
Night” we sing“the hopes and fears of all
the years are met” — and gathered up —
in the Babe of Bethlehem, who shares our
joys and troubles. The songs of angels

are meant to bring solace and hope to
this dark world and its citizens when
their hearts are broken and hurting.
When we sing carols, we sing with the
angels, announcing the hope of God’s
help for all people, we help spread the
joy of that salvation. Christmas carols are not sentimental fluff,
they speak deep truths about the mysteries of salvation.
Christmas may be a day of feasting or of prayer,
but always it will be a day of remembrance —a day
in which we think of everything we have ever
loved. -Augusta E. Rundell
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Should a total stranger watch us this
year, what would be his definition of
Christmas?
The Bible is the cradle wherein Christ is
laid. —Martin Luther
There is no ideal Christmas; only the
one Christmas you decide to make as a
reflection of your values, desires,
affections, traditions. —Bill McKibben
Christmas waves a magic wand over
this world, and behold, everything is
softer and more beautiful. —Norman
Vincent Peale
This is Christmas:
not the tinsel,
not the giving
and receiving,
not even the carols,
but the humble
heart that
receives anew
the wondrous gift,
the Christ.

Christmas, children, is not a date. It is a
state of mind. —Mary Ellen Chase
Peace on earth will come to stay, when
we live Christmas every day. —Helen
Steiner Rice

You can tell a lot about a person by the
way he or she handles
these three things: a
rainy day, lost
luggage and tangled
Christmas tree lights.
—Maya Angelou

—Frank McKibben
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I will honor Christmas in my heart, and try to
keep it all year. --Charles Dickens
Never doubt that this is God’s world, and
that it is brought near to him by the
right work of the least of his children
no less than by the mighty works of
geniuses. —Helen Keller
He who has not Christmas in his
heart will never find it under a tree.
—Roy L. Smith

A Christmas Prayer
Loving Father, help us to remember the birth of Jesus, that we
may share in the song of the angels, the gladness of the
shepherds, and the worship of the wise men.
Close the door of hate and open the
door of love all over the world. Let
kindness come with every gift, and
good desires with every greeting.
Deliver us from evil by the blessing
which Christ brings, and teach us to
be merry with clear hearts.
May the Christmas morning make us
happy to be thy children, and the
Christmas evening bring us to our
beds with grateful thoughts, forgiving
and forgiven, for Jesus’ sake. Amen!
—Robert Louis Stevenson
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2 Ilene Axford
Adam Winger
3 Reed Remley
8 Sandy Page
11 Daniel Wethal
15 Paul Haakenson
18 Kathie Gunn

Sunday School
Lessons
Sunday, December 1
“God Will Bring Peace”
Curtis Brandt
Sunday, December 8
“God’s Peaceful World”
Connie Gregerson
Sunday, December 15

No Sunday School
Sunday, December 22
“Jesus is Born”
Sue Parsons

18 Bill Leopold
24 MeKenzie Wagner
25 Mark Doudlah
Connie Stace
27 Richard Grant
Michelle Parsons
28 Rosa Hanson

“What Matters”
Stay Connected To Synod
Happenings, News, & Events!
The name of the Synod weekly
newsletter is “WHAT MATTERS.”
Grow in your faith and your
leadership skills! Stay connected
to exciting events and stories of
our “faith in action” throughout
our synod (southern Wisconsin)!
To sign up for synod news,
please email Assistant to the
Bishop for Synodical Life, Deacon
Vicki Hanrahan at vickih@scswelca.org and ask to be added to
the “What Matters” mailing list.

Sunday, December 29

No Sunday School
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CONNECT will sponsor a fellowship event on January
12th. This is the Sunday after Epiphany. This event will follow
the Sunday worship service and include lunch and a “gifting” activity. Stay tuned for further information, but “SAVE THE DATE”
for this 2020 event.

Perfect as is
Who can add to Christmas?
The perfect motive is that God
so loved the world. The
perfect gift is that he gave his
only Son. The only
requirement is to believe in
him. The reward of faith is
that you shall have everlasting
life. —Corrie ten Boom

The true light, which enlightens everyone,
was coming into the world. -John 1:9

H olly

was first used by pagans to decorate
for the festival of Saturnalia. When Christians
began celebrating Christmas in honor of Christ,
they adapted that decorating practice to reflect
Jesus’ life and death. Holly’s pointed leaves symbolize the crown
of thorns and its red berries symbolize Christ’s blood shed on
the cross. Because holly thrives and its berries retain their
brilliance even in harsh winter conditions, nonChristians saw it as a symbol of eternity —
which is fitting for Christians as well.
11

WORSHIP COMMITTEE UPDATE
The Worship Committee met on the evening of October 28th.
Some decisions were made for more involvement of the
Confirmation students in worship activities. You can expect to
see Brady and Rocky participating and assisting in a variety of
ways.
You will also notice the implementation of a Special Offering
from time-to-time. Our first such
offering on November 24th will help
support the ECHO programs.
Also discussed were some helpful tips for
worship services, plans for the Christmas
Eve service, and creation of the Hymn
Sing service on December 29th.
Our next meeting will be January 27th at
6:30 PM. We will focus on the Lenten
season.
The Worship Committee welcomes your
input.

Gifts in Kind for CLC
The following items can be put to use immediately for ministry! Please remember the church the
next time you go shopping.
Hand soap refills
Reams of 8 1/2 x 11, 20 lb. white copy paper
Paper Towels; Kleenex
12
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Remembered:

Remembered By:

William Leopold Jr. ........ Cooksville Lutheran
Stephen Ehle ................. Cooksville Lutheran
Donna Haakenson ......... Cooksville Lutheran
Charles Hoff .................. Cooksville Lutheran
Donald Farberg ............. Cooksville Lutheran
Rhea Wethal ................. Cooksville Lutheran
Hank Bova ....................... Earlene Hanson
Reed Remley ................. Remley Family
Harvey & Ida Brunsell ... Remley Family
John & Alvera Haesler ........Marilyn Kueng & Family
Carol & Dr. Holly Sears .. Remley Family
Rudy Van Fleet .............. Kevin Brekke
Rodale Brekke ............... Kevin Brekke
Carl, Craig Schollmeyer..... Karla Schollmeyer
Mae Stromsett .............. Karla Schollmeyer
Maude Remley .............. Remley Family
Lydia Sears .................... Remley Family
William Leopold ............ Laura Leopold Pehler
Richard Haesler ...................Marilyn Kueng & Family
Nancy Fulop.........................Marilyn Kueng & Family
Rhea Wethal ................. Ron & Linda Wethal
Judy Kittleson ................ DeWayne Kittleson
Vicky Hubbell ................ Karla Schollmeyer
Ingolf & Clara Stromsett ... Karla Schollmeyer

Remembered:

Remembered By:

Donna Haakenson... Paul Haakenson
Katherine Snell ........ Jennifer Nelson
Donald Farberg ....... Kathie Gunn
Diane Ramthun ....... Kathie Gunn
Jerald Julseth........... Jeanne Julseth
Donna Wheeler....... Burt Wheeler
Gladys Haakenson .. Bob Haakenson
Kathy Snell .............. Bob Snell
Bernhard Sathre...... Linda Sime
Gladys Sathre .......... Linda Sime
Norma Denner ........ Nancy Krake
Marcella Krake ........ Nancy Krake
Rhea Wethal ........... Rhonda Wethal
George Carthew...... Nancy Krake
Paul Sime................. Randy Sime
Arnie Blum .............. Illene Axford
Bob Hanson ............. Earlene Hanson
Steve Ehle................ Earlene Hanson
Donald Farberg ....... Gary Farberg
Donna Haakenson... Paul Haakenson
Mary Polancih ......... Pat Foltz
Lucille Anderson .... Kevin Brekke
Judy Loy................... Jeanne Julseth
James Loy ................ Jeanne Julseth

Indeed they cannot die any more, because they are like angels
and are children of God, being children
of the resurrection.
Luke 20:36

Rest Eternal grant them, O Lord,
and let light perpetual shine upon them!
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Saint Nicholas Day
D ecemb er 6

Saint Nicholas is one of the church’s most beloved saints. He
was renowned for his great kindness and his generous aid to those in
distress. In the fourth century he was the bishop of Myra, in what is
now Turkey.
He was the only son of wealthy Christian parents. His parents died in
an epidemic while Nicholas was still young, so he was raised by his
uncle, also named Nicholas, who was the bishop of Patara (about 50
miles from Myra). It was Nicholas’ uncle who ordained him into the
priesthood.
During the years 312-315, Nicholas lived with
monks in caves on a mountain overlooking
Bethlehem. The Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox
Church is located on the site of his cave where
today there are many stories about Saint
Nicholas still handed down from generation to
generation.

Nicholas, Bishop of Myra

In his prayers St. Nicholas heard the Holy Spirit
call him back to Asia Minor, to Myra, where
soon after his return in 317 he was consecrated
bishop. In 325, he was one of many bishops to
answer the request of Constantine and appear
at the First Council of Nicaea. He was one of
the bishops who signed the Nicene Creed.

Mar. 15, 270—Dec. 6, 343 Traditional celebrations of Saint Nicholas Day in

Europe include gifts left in children's shoes.
Today - especially in families of German extraction - children still put a
shoe outside their bedroom doors on the eve of Saint Nicholas Day,
and expect to find candy and coins or small gifts in their shoe on
December 6th. (Adapted from Wikipedia.org)
To those who give so generously to support
the ministry of Cooksville Lutheran Church.
To All the volunteers who behind the scene,
continue to give freely their skills and time take
help keep Cooksville Lutheran a thriving.

14

Cooksville Lutheran Church—December 2019 Newsletter

Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one
another with whatever gift each of you has received. -1 Peter 4:10

Area Food Pantry News
Evansville Care Closet provided groceries for
a Thanksgiving Dinner for 130 area families.
We were asked to provide canned corn. Sue
and Jim Parsons delivered 206 cans of corn
and 22 cans of cranberry sauce. This is the
largest donation from Cooksville Lutheran
toward the Thanksgiving Baskets that Sue
has seen in the years she has been delivering
food to the pantries! Thank you, Cooksville
church people!
Every month Sue picks up the food (that we donate and place in
the basket in the narthex) and distributes it to one of three area
food pantries: Evansville Care Closet, Stoughton Food Pantry,
and Edgerton Food Pantry. Thanks, Sue!
This month we will be donating to the Stoughton Food Pantry.
Here are some items that they are always in need of:
Soup, tuna, canned vegetables and fruit, pork and beans,
canned meals (stew, hash, chili, Spaghettios, etc.), peanut
butter, jelly, pancake mix and syrup, spaghetti sauce,
spaghetti, macaroni, macaroni and cheese, Hamburger or
Tuna Helper, meals-in-a-box (Pasta-Roni, pasta and sauce
meals, etc.), instant potatoes or rice, soda crackers, Jell-O
and pudding mixes, muffin mixes, canned juices, and cereal.
Bar soap and toilet tissue are also needed.
The Evansville Care Closet Board has voted to hire Jim Helgesen
as the architect for the renovation of the Care Closet. He is local
and is currently working with Oak Grove Church on their construction. Plans will move forward in 2020.
15

Receipts for
reimbursement need to be submitted
to Tom Parsons by December 15th. You can put them
in his mailbox or you can
email your receipts to
tom.parsons@ymail.com.
Thank you!

Please submit your newsletter items to the church
office by the 15th of each
month, to be included in the
upcoming issue—thank you!

It is time to send
any additions and/
or changes for the
2020 yearbook. Please include
recent high school grads, newly
confirmed and any new babies.
Also name, address and phone
changes. Send changes to our
secretary, Karen Binger at
cooksvillelutheran@litewire.net or call the
church and leave a message.
She will pass them on to me.
Thank you. Pat Foltz

The Annual Meeting of the
Congregation will be held on February 2, 2020
following the 10:00 a.m. Worship Service.
This is also our annual Potluck Luncheon.
The deadline for submissions for the Annual
Report is January 15, 2020.
You may submit them to the office as handwritten documents
or by email: cooksvillelutheran@litewire.net. Please take a
moment to confirm with Karen that she received it—thank you!
16
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This has been a strong year for giving
toward the ministries of Cooksville Lutheran Church!
Thank you to everyone who placed offerings in the
offering plate, who gave electronically, or who gave in
other other ways. Your gifts continue the work of
providing pastoral ministry, music staff and organists,
maintaining a welcoming “house of God” for everyone who comes
through the doors (including you), a place and teachers so children
learn to love Jesus, a place for fellowship, and so on.

Let’s finish the year strong with generous offerings and donations
to Cooksville Lutheran church during the month of December!

Let’s Keep in Touch!
Church office: (608)882-4408~1927 W. Church St., Evansville, WI 53536
Pastor Karla Brekke: (608)751-0345~karlajobrekke@gmail.com
Secretary, Karen Binger: cooksvillelutheran@litewire.net
Minister of Music, Jeanne Julseth: (608)490-1175

REPORT OF THE 2019 SPECIAL MEETING OF THE SYNOD
ASSEMBLY OF THE SOUTH-CENTRAL SYNOD of WISCONSIN, ELCA
Jennifer Nelson, Ilene Axford, and Pastor Karla attended the Special
Meeting of the Synod Assembly on November 3rd at Our Savior’s in
Sun Prairie. We had faithful conversation and ultimately passed the
spending plan for 2020/2021 with a budget of $545,755. Bishop
Rogness presented the overview of the bishop election process for the
June 20, 2020 Bishop election to be held at Good Shepherd in Verona.

“Be born in us today”
In 1865, Phillips Brooks, an Episcopal preacher from
Boston, went on a Holy Land pilgrimage. Riding
horseback from Jerusalem to Bethlehem for
Christmas Eve worship at the Church of the Nativity
was so moving that he wrote “O Little Town of
Bethlehem.” The hymn’s final stanza addresses the
town’s most famous newborn:
O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray;
Cast out our sin and enter in; be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel!
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Pastor Karla
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Pastor Karla
Brekke

Pastor Karla
Brekke

Cantor
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—-

(Homestead)

—-

—-

Betty
Hamilton

Altar Guild

Erik/Katie
Haakenson

Erik/Katie
Haakenson

Erik/Katie
Haakenson

Erik/Katie
Haakenson

Erik/Katie
Haakenson

Erik/Katie
Haakenson
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Rosa
Hanson

Rosa
Hanson

Rosa
Hanson

Rosa
Hanson

Rosa
Hanson

Rosa Hanson

Jeanne
Julseth

Paul
Haakenson

Jeanne
Julseth &
Naomi Shep

Naomi Shep

Jennifer
Nelson

Sue Parsons

~

No Sunday
School

December 24 December 29
December 1 December 8 December 15 December 22
Christmas 1st Sunday of
Advent 1
Advent 2
Advent 3
Advent 4
Eve
Christmas

Minister

Pastor Karla Pastor Karla
Brekke
Brekke

Pastor Karla
Brekke

Assisting
Minister

Lector

Organist

Naomi Shep Naomi Shep

Sunday
School Curtis Brandt
Teacher
Coffee
Kevin Brekke
Hour Host
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Connie
Gregerson

Cookie
Celebration
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SUNDAY

9

9:00 am
Quilting

16

9:00 am
Quilting
7:00 pm Council
Meeting

23

9:00 am
Quilting

30

9:00 am
Quilting

8 Second Advent

8:45 am Adult Bible Study
10:00 am Worship/Sunday School
11:00 am Fellowship

15 Third Advent

8:45 am Adult Bible Study
10:00 am Worship/Sunday School
11:00 am Fellowship
HANDBELL CHOIR
Pack Cookie Tins

22 Fourth Advent

8:45 am Adult Bible Study
10:00 am Worship/Sunday School
11:00 am Fellowship

29 First Christmas

8:45 am Adult Study
10:00 am Worship/Sunday School
11:00 am Fellowship

Hanging of
the Greens

9:00 am
Maintenance
Group

4:00 pm
Candle
Light
Worship
31

24 CHRISTMAS
EVE

9:00 am
Maintenance
Group
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9:00 am
Maintenance
Group

10

9:00 am
Maintenance
Group

9:00 am
Quilting

TUESDAY
3

2

MONDAY

WED.

25 CHRISTMAS DAY

18
10:00 am Prayer
Time
6:00 pm Choir

10:00 am Prayer
Time
6:00 pm Choir

11

10:00 am Prayer
Time
6:00 pm Choir

4

THU.

26

19

12
6:00 pm
CONNECT
meeting

5

27

20

13

6

FRI.

SAT.

28

21
First Day of
Winter

14
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1 First Advent
8:45 am Adult Bible Study
10:00 am Worship/Sunday School
11:00 am Fellowship
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Address Correction Requested

11927 W. Church Street
Evansville, WI 53536
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