A Caring Community Empowered by
God to be Disciples of Christ

Dear Friends in Christ,
As I have more and more family who have passed over into God’s
Kingdom of Light, I treasure even more observing All Saints’ Day. It
developed over many hundreds of years to become the holy day that
we celebrate now.
It began with the desire of the early church to honor those who were
martyred for their faith in Christ. Many martyrs, however, never had
their names recorded. So the church began to hold a feast for all
martyrs. This feast would evolve into All Saints’ Day. By 359 AD there
was a remembrance of all the martyrs on May 13th each year.
Different regions of the world held their celebrations for the saints at
different times. By 411 A. D. in Eastern Syria this commemoration was
held the Friday after Easter as a parallel to Good Friday: Christ died on
Good Friday, and those martyrs who follow Christ in his suffering and
death, do so in light of the resurrection.
Another popular time to celebrate the
martyrs was on the Sunday after
Pentecost. Just as Pentecost is the
birthday of the Church, the martyrdom
of Christians is their birthday as saints.
By the 7th Century, the celebration of
all saints included non-martyrs as well
because all Christians rely on the Holy
Spirit's work to make them “saints.”
The festival was called “The Sunday of
the Birthday of the Saints.”

In England, November 1st is listed as
the day of all the Saints. In Celtic lands,
the mists and frosts of late autumn
suggested the visitation and the
(Continued on page 2)
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presence of spirits and made the beginning of November a natural
time to remember the departed. Today the Western church
celebrates all Christians from all the ages on this day.
Sometime in the darkness of November, why not light some candles
to represent your loved ones who now dwell in God’s light? Their
light still
shines!

As we grow older we have more and more people to remember, people who have died before us. It is very important to remember those
who have loved us and those we have loved.
Remembering them means letting their spirits inspire us in our daily
lives. They can become part of our spiritual communities and gently
help us as we make decisions on our journeys.

Parents, spouses, children, and friends can become true spiritual companions after they have died. Sometimes they can become even more
intimate to us after death than when they were with us in life.
Remembering the dead is choosing their ongoing companionship.
Henri J. M. Nouwen (1932-1996)
Bread for the Journey
On All Saints Sunday we will have a candle on the altar to
represent those born into the communion of saints in our
congregation since last All Saints Sunday. This year we will
have a candle on the altar for Lily Sarah-Grace PaulsonCardona who was baptized into Christ on Sunday, June 30,
2019. Her parents are Jimmy Leroy Paulson and Chris Cardona-Correa.
We also remember those who have died since last All Saints Sunday.
They have left the “church militant” (their earthly mission) and entered the “church triumphant” (their heavenly home). They are named
on the next page.
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On this
Sunday we
remember
everyone who
makes up the
“Communion
of Saints”: those in every time
and place who are our brothers
and sisters in Christ. We
especially remember the newly
baptized and those who have
died in recent years. We believe
that we are united in Christ in a
living community that stands
before the eternal God who is
lovingly present in all places
and in all ages.
On Sunday, November 3, you
will have an opportunity to light
a candle and place it on the
altar for your loved ones who
have passed into life eternal.
Votive candles will be available
for you to use.
This is a visual reminder that
whenever we stand before God,
we stand in the presence of the
saints who worship God with
us. Whenever we commune,
we are joined to the body of
Christ — which is a real living
community of all who have died
and all the baptized throughout
the world.

Stephen “Steve” Ehle
Born: January 16, 1949
Entered Church Triumphant January 15

Donna Marie Haakenson
Born: May 5, 1938
Entered Church Triumphant March 12

Charles E. Hoff
Born: August 25, 1925
Entered Church Triumphant March 25

Donald “Don” Robert Farberg
Born: April 23, 1922
Entered Church Triumphant May 16

Rhea A. Wethal
Born: July 24, 1928
Entered Church Triumphant June 30

Rest eternal grant them, O Lord
and let light perpetual
shine upon them.
During the Sundays of November
a “Book of Remembrance” will be
on a table in the narthex so that
you may write your loved ones’
names in it.

Caring Community + God Empowered + Disciples of Christ

3

This Sunday is the last Sunday of
the church year. We end the
year just like we anticipate the
end of all ages — in a festive
celebration of Jesus as King of
Kings and Lord of Lords. He will
come again to gather all
peoples, living and dead, for the
“marriage feast of the Lamb,”
which will have no end.
The following Sunday is the First
Sunday of Advent, the beginning
of a new church year.
Throughout the year we will
follow in the footsteps of Jesus:
in his birth, baptism, ministry,
death, and resurrection
Below: Cross & Crown stained glass
window in the nave of Cooksville
Lutheran.

As a Christian symbol the crown
represents both Christ as King of
kings (Revelation 17:14) and the
eternal life promised to Christ’s
followers: “Be faithful unto death,
and I will give you the crown of
life” (Revelation 2:10).
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The season of Advent is about
anticipating and preparing for
Christ’s arrival. The Word of God,
Jesus Himself is “coming to us.”
God comes to us in many and
various ways. He speaks to us
through the prophets and saints.
He comes in the beauty and
mysteries of nature. Most of all,
God comes in the person of
Christ, speaking to his listeners
face to face. Emmanuel — “God
With Us” — visited the earth in
person, and now, through the
Holy Spirit is within every
baptized believer and present
wherever two or three are
gathered in His name. Christ is
present with us in the bread and
wine of Holy Communion and in
the proclaimed Word, the
Gospel.
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Autumn Fest
Thank You, Thank you,
Thank you!

To ALL of the volunteers, support,
donations and participation we
had this year at the Autumn Fest.
A great time was had from the five
BBQ participants to the
participants and buyers of the Pie
Auction! We had a great turn out
on the 50/50 raffle, the bake sale
and themed basket auction. We
all enjoyed the dinner and the
many delicious pies that were
offered. Not enough thanks can
be given to EVERYONE in the
forefront and in the background to
make the Autumn Fest a success.
THANK YOU ALL AGAIN!

Linda Sime &
Rhonda Wethal
Co-Coordinators

An enthusiastic Autumn Fest
participant!

To delight in the Saints of God is the way to Heaven. All the Saints of
all Ages...with all their eyes behold our Saviour .. . See how in all
[places and times] they are lifting up their hands and eyes unto His
cross. ... This will enlarge your Soul and make you to dwell in all
kingdoms and ages and fill you with their joys and make you a lively
partaker in communion with them. [People] do mightily wrong
themselves when they refuse to be present in all ages: and neglect to
see the beauty in all kingdoms… and busy themselves only with...
things at home ... and things in the street. ... By seeing the Saints of all
Ages we are present with them: by being present with them become
too great for our own age, and near to our Saviour.
Thomas Traherne in Centuries
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The committee held their
meeting on September
23rd. Jeanne Julseth attended.
Two goals of this meeting were
to help define the role of the
Worship Committee and assign
tasks to the committee as
needed. Discussion of concerns,
information sharing, and sharing
new ideas were also an
important part of this meeting.
The role of this committee will be
to gather input about worship
from the congregation and to
share this with Pastor and
Jeanne. It is also hoped that the
committee can bring new ideas,
and help to create and
implement special features into
regular worship and for Church
Season periods such as Advent,
Lent, etc…
One of the main tasks assigned
to the committee is that each
committee member should speak
with at least two congregation
members to ask them what they
are yearning for /what moves
them in worship. And also ask
what does not help them
connect to God and/or one
another.
We pray that the Spirit will move
us in planning for worship
services that feed our souls, build
our faith, and bring us together
in inspirational ways.

Members of the Worship
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Committee are Co-Chairs Nancy
Krake and Jennifer Nelson, Ilene
Axford, Paul Haakenson, Betty
Hamilton, Mary Remley, Lynn
Bednarek, and Pastor Karla.
Please feel free to talk with
them about your worship
service ideas.
~Submitted by Jennifer Nelson

The word
“liturgy” is
defined
through its
greek word
“leitourgia”,
which is a
word that describes “the work of
the people” that happens
through worship, ritual, service,
and prayer.

Many congregations have
rediscovered that public worship
is not a presentation by a select
few, but rather an activity and
effort of the entire congregation.
In those settings where once a
minister presided and a choir
responded, now all worshippers
join to participate in prayer,
singing, ministering and
speaking. The members of these
congregations are affirming that
worship is what they do
together, not what they have
done for them. For these
congregations worship is active,
not passive. It is the “work of the
people.” ~Alan Peters
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Every Tuesday the
“maintenance men” meet to
Sunday, December 1
We need help to decorate the
church for Advent & Christmas!
Following worship on Dec. 1st
we will decorate the church and
fill cookie tins for our special
friends, and enjoy
a light lunch of
sloppy joes and
snacks served by
Kevin Brekke.

work on projects around the
church. We owe a debt of gratitude to these men who accomplish
so much through their dedication
of time each and every week. Last
month they washed the basement
windows, washed and oiled the
pews, set up several areas for the
Autumn Fest, and then had to put
everything back and clean up!
They often vacuum and do spot
cleaning, especially in the entry
ways where snow, leaves, dust,
and water often get tracked in.
Next time you see
them, say
“thanks!”

POINSETTIA PLANT SIGN-UP FOR CHRISTMAS
I know it is early, but in anticipation of the
Christmas season, please begin to think if you want
to purchase a plant for decoration of the church.
The sign-up sheet is in the Fellowship Room or send
information to ALTAR GUILD in the mail (please
include your phone number). We will need your
name, number of plants and memorials. NO MONEY IS NEEDED AT
THIS TIME.

I do not have a deadline date or
price yet from the florist. I will
announce those details in the
Sunday bulletin or contact you by
phone as needed. Last years price
was $9.00. I imagine the price will
be the same or maybe $1.00
different.
Thanks, Pat Foltz, Secretary/
Treasurer—Altar Guild

Sunday,
Nov. 3rd, 2:00 am.
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1 Christian Farberg
7 Cheryl Haakenson
Bill Schwarting
8 Jayne Mallon
12 Kriss Hamilton

16 Bob Haakenson
Hope Larson
18 Jennifer Nelson
20 Rochelle Jaworski
22 Brook Starks
25 Trudy Stace

Dear Members,
Thank you to everyone who has stopped by
my office to extend a friendly hello and welcome to Cooksville Lutheran Church! For
those of you I have not met yet, I look forward to meeting you also!
My first month as new church secretary has
been very busy! I enjoy the challenge of
learning the job and also learning the history of the church.

I will be working 8-10 hours per week. My time in the office will be
Wednesday’s from 8:30-Noon and I will be working from home the
rest of time. I will also stop in the office on Tuesday or Friday to
check mail, emails and I also expect to work one Sunday morning approximately once per month.
Please feel free to contact me with your bulletin announcements,
newsletter articles, etc. Thank you for allowing me the opportunity
to serve as your new church secretary!

Karen Binger
Office Email - cooksvillelutheran@litewire.net
Home Email - marco45@gmail.com
Office Phone (608) 882-4408
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Sunday School for
elementary-aged
children is based on the
readings for worship.
Students are invited to
leave worship during the
sermon time, returning in time for
Communion with their families.
All children are invited to attend, members
or visitors. If you know any children who
may be interested, please invite them to
come to worship!

This Month’s
Lessons
Sunday, Nov. 3
Pharisee & Tax Collector
Connie Gregerson
Sunday, Nov. 10

The Sadducees’
Jennifer Nelson

Sunday, Nov. 17
God’s Love is Forever
Sue Parsons

Sunday School
Staff

Sunday, Nov. 24

The Day Jesus Died
Rhonda Wethal

Curtis Brandt

Sunday School
Coordinator
Connie Gregerson
Jennifer Nelson
Sue Parsons
Rhonda Wethal

Adult Bible Study
Join us for Adult Bible Study! Sundays
at 8:45 am in the lower level.

God makes us rich in every way so we can be generous on every occasion, which will result in thanksgiving to God. ... God doesn't bless us
to provide for our own needs; he blesses us so we can be generous.
—Rick Warren (based on 2 Corinthians 9:11)
“God gave us five senses; it is sheer ingratitude to worship him with
any less.” —Martin Luther
“Greed says the more you get, the more you have. Christ says the
more you give away in love, the more you are.” —Frederick Buechner
“No one has ever become poor from giving.” —Anne Frank
Caring Community + God Empowered + Disciples of Christ
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Wednesday 10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary
Jesus said, “My house shall be called a house of prayer.” -Matthew 21:13
Coming together for prayer on Wednesdays is a blessing for those of
us who attend. Praying together also honors the people who have
entrusted us with their requests. They trust that we will lift up their
loved one in dedicated prayer.
Come join us in prayer on Wednesdays in the Fellowship Room.

Please keep the following members and friends in your prayers:
Rev. John Shep, Rev. David Stratton, Jenn Williamson, Marilyn Kueng,
Evelyn Beyer, Sid Anderson Jr., Bill Riley, Jean Lademan, Ramona
Whittier, Harlow Phillips, John Garvan, Henry B.
CLC Special Friends: Joyce Leopold, Ruth Erickson, Dorothy Froemming, Anna Hanson, Virginia Sime. Military: Andrew Newcomb
Martin Rinkart, a German Lutheran minister, wrote
the hymn “Now Thank We All Our God” in 1636. At
the time, the Thirty Years’ War was ravaging central
Europe, claiming millions of lives. Rinkart served as
pastor in Eilenburg, a walled town that became a
crowded refuge for starving fugitives. Although
Rinkart was struggling to provide for his own family,
he opened his own home to people in need.
After the plague entered Eilenburg, Rinkart conducted up to 50 funerals a day — including services for
his wife and the only other two pastors in town.
Amid the despair, he wrote many hymns, including
“Now Thank We All Our God.” Originally intended as
a table prayer, it’s now sung at Thanksgiving to remember God’s “countless gifts of love” — even during hardships.
10
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Looking ahead to the Holiday Season
December 1—First Sunday in Advent
Worship & Sunday School at 10 a.m.
Adult Bible Study at 8:45.
“Hanging of the Greens” following worship.
Help decorate the church for Advent/Christmas
and/or pack cookies for holiday boxes for our
Special Friends.
December 8th—Second Sunday in Advent
Worship & Sunday School at 10 a.m. Adult Bible Study at 8:45.
December 15th—Third Sunday in Advent
Worship & Sunday School at 10 a.m. Adult Bible Study at 8:45.
December 22—Fourth Sunday in Advent
Worship & Sunday School at 10 a.m. Adult Bible Study at 8:45.
December 24—Tuesday “Christmas Eve Candle-Light Worship”
at 4:00 p.m.
December 25—Wednesday

There will be no worship service on Christmas Day.
We Are Invited To A

Thanksgiving Service
Monday, November 19th at 7:00 pm
St. Johns Lutheran Church
Evansville, WI

Silent Auction

Winter Wonderland Quilt
Come and bid on the Winter Wonderland
quilt in the southeast corner of the
Fellowship Room!
All proceeds go to ECHO in Janesville.

Caring Community + God Empowered + Disciples of Christ
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The Evansville Care Closet will provide 130 families with
Thanksgiving dinner this month.
Area churches donate the items to
be included in the bags. This year
we have been invited to donate canned
corn for the meals. Please leave cans of
corn in the basket in the narthex by our
front entrance by November 10th. Sue
Parsons will deliver them to the Care
Closet. Thank you, Sue! Thank you to everyone who donates!
NEED: Canned Corn

WHEN: By Sunday, Nov. 10

What is ECHO?
ECHO is a non-profit, faithcommunity sponsored charity
organization, serving lowincome individuals and families
in the Janesville area since
1969.
ECHO stands for Everyone
Cooperating to Help Others,
and it exists through the
generosity of others.
Congregations help us, so do
many individuals, businesses,
school and community groups,
foundations, and social service
agencies.
ECHO’s mission is dedicated to
meeting basic human needs
and addressing the barriers to
self-sufficiency.
Life is an ECHO
what you send out, you get back.
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Quilting News
Thanks to the generous gifts of
fabric, sheets, and time, we
were able to make 111 quilts.
We sent 102 to Lutheran World
Relief, and 9 to AWARE in
Evansville.
We hope you will bid on our
Winter Wonderland quilt. All the
proceeds will go to Echo in
Janesville.
Thanks again,
Betty Hamilton and the Quilters.
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Let’s Keep in Touch!
Please contact the church office if you or a family member:
Have a change of address or phone number
Would like to be added to the prayer list
Are interested in church membership
Become hospitalized or homebound
Would like to be baptized

Do you have
RECEIPTS to
submit?

2019 CLC Council
Tom Severson—President (608) 873-6552
Illene Axford—Vice President (608) 873-6914
Rhonda Wethal—Secretary (608) 320-7184
Curtis Brandt (608) 873-0757
Anne Brunsell (608) 732-9196
Herb Hanson (608) 455-6778
Earlene Hanson (608) 873-6200
Jennifer Nelson (608) 751-1482
Mary Remley (608) 882-6483
Tom Parsons—Treasurer (608) 295-1697

Please submit receipts for
reimbursement as soon as
possible. I will need them
before the end of the
year, but the sooner the
better. Thank you!

From Treasurer
Tom Parsons

Some Housekeeping Items:
1. THE COMPUTER in the choir room is for the Finance Secretary, Kathie
Gunn, and those who count offerings with her. Please remind children to
not touch this computer if they are accompanying you to the choir room.
2. The SOUND SYSTEM has been re-set. No dials should be touched or adjusted. Only a few people are authorized to turn it off or on. Curtis
Brandt, Kevin Brekke, Phil Hamilton, can show you how to do it if necessary. Instructions are also posted, follow them carefully if none of the
above men are not available.
3. MICROPHONES: only the newer four should be used. If in doubt, ask Pastor Karla. Thank you!

Church Staff
Church Office (608) 882-4408, 11927 W. Church Street, Evansville, WI 53536
Pastor Karla Brekke (608) 751-0345—cooksvillelutheranpastor@gmail.com
Secretary, Karen Binger—cooksvillelutheran@litewire.net
Minister of Music, Jeanne Julseth—(608) 490-1175
Caring Community + God Empowered + Disciples of Christ
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Nov 3

Nov 10

Nov 17

Nov 24

Minister

Pastor Karla Pastor Karla Pastor Karla Pastor Karla
Brekke
Brekke
Brekke
Brekke

Assisting
Minister

Ilene Axford

None needed

Lector

None needed Brady Wethal

Cantor

Ensemble

Altar Guild

Pat Foltz and Ilene Axford

Usher

Rosa Hanson Rosa Hanson Rosa Hanson Rosa Hanson

Organist

Naomi Shep

Paul
Haakenson

Jeanne
Julseth

Naomi Shep

Sunday
School
Teacher

Connie
Gregerson

Jennifer
Nelson

Sue
Parsons

Rhonda
Wethal

Coffee Hour Art and Doris
Host
Olsen
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Council
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SUNDAY

24 CHRIST THE KING SUNDAY
8:45 Adult Study
10:00 Worship & Sun. School
11:00 Fellowship

11:15 Unbinding Study

17 23RD PENTECOST
8:45 Adult Study
10:00 Worship & Sun. School
11:00 Fellowship

11:15 Unbinding Study

10 22ND PENTECOST
8:45 Adult Study
10:00 Worship & Sun. School
11:00 Meal in Fellowship Hall

11:15 Unbinding Study

3 ALL SAINTS SUNDAY
8:45 Adult Study
10:00 Worship & Sun. School
11:00 Fellowship
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11:15 Unbinding Study

15

25
9:00 am Quilting

18
9:00 am Quilting
7:00 pm Council
Meeting

26
9:00 am
Maintenance
Group

19
9:00 am
Maintenance
Group

12
9:00 am
Maintenance
Group

5
9:00 am
Maintenance
Group

4
9:00 am Quilting

11
9:00 am Quilting

TUESDAY

MONDAY

27
10:00 am Prayer
11:00 am
Gathering
6:00 pm Choir

20
10:00 am Prayer
6:00 pm Choir

13
10:00 am Prayer
6:00 pm Choir

6
10:00 am Prayer
6:00 pm Choir

WEDNESDAY

November 2019

28
THANKSGIVING

21

14

7

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

9

Turn Your Clocks
Back

2

SATURDAY

29

22

30

23

16

Donate cans of corn and
place in narthex before
November 10th
15

8

Synod
Assembly votes
on budget:
Pastor, Ilene,
Jenn Nelson
1
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Address Correction Requested

11927 W. Church Street
Evansville, WI 53536

Cooksville Lutheran Church

