A Caring Community Empowered
by God to be Disciples of Christ
Dear Friends in Christ,
This morning as I was working on this newsletter I could hear the
cardinals began to sing before sunrise. What a sweet sound. Later I
heard the lawnmower as Kevin mowed the lawn for the first time.
Not as pretty a sound as the early morning birds, but it was sweet to
my ears because it means that summer is close by. I found myself
humming this old beloved hymn:
This is my Father’s world, and to my listening ears
All nature sings, and round me rings the music of the spheres.
This is my Father’s world: I rest me in the thought
Of rocks and trees, of skies and seas; His hand the wonders wrought.
This is my Father’s world, the birds their carols raise,
The morning light, the lily white, declare their Maker’s praise.
This is my Father’s world: He shines in all that’s fair;
In the rustling grass I hear Him pass; He speaks to me everywhere.

Thank God for the glorious greening of the earth and the flowering of
spring. It lifts the spirit and nourishes the soul. I hope you find ways
to get outside and let God’s fresh air revive your soul — and the peace
of God that passes all understanding will keep your hearts and minds
in Christ Jesus.
God’s peace be with you always,
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Pastor Karla Brekke

Let’s Meet For Lunch!
Monday, May 16, 12:30 p.m. at BBG’s
Banushi’s Bar & Grill, 800 Nygaard St., Stoughton
No agenda, other than to visit & enjoy good food.
Meet at the church at 12:00 noon.
Everyone is invited to come! —The Gathering
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Thank you to the
Sunday School
Students for making
the “Communion Cup”
banner hanging by our
piano!

Sun. May 1
Sherri Haakenson
“Lydia”
Sun. May 8
Linda Sime
“Paul and Silas”

Good Shepherd by the Lake is hosting
a Vacation Bible School this summer!

Sun. May 15
Curtis Brandt
“The Holy Spirit ”

Theme: Animals of the Bible
When: June 13-16 9:00am—12:30 pm
Where: 1860 US HWY 51 Stoughton
Who’s Invited: Children 5-12 years old

Sun. May 22
Rhonda Wethal
“Praise God”
Sun. May 29

Sunday School is Adjourned
for the Summer
*For information about
Vacation Bible Schools or
other summer activities, see
Curtis Brandt

Sunday School Staff
Curtis Brandt

(Sunday School Coordinator)
Rhonda Wethal
Sherri Haakenson
Sue Parsons
Linda Sime
Connie Gregersen
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These teachings include a Christian
education about God’s love for all,
interaction with live animals daily, Bible Lessons, crafts, music, devotions
and much more!
For information or to register contact:
Sandy Fleming, gsoffice@tds.net
608-873-5924
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Generation to Generation

Good Shepherd Sunday
April 17, 2016

On Good Shepherd Sunday, Pastor Karla spoke about Psalm 23 and
explained to the children (pictured from left to right— Riley
Whittier, Brady Wethal, Alan Whittier, Grayson Wethal) about how
shepherds used their staff in historic times to guide, protect and
rescue their sheep and lambs, much in the way that God looks after
his flock. Jane Gomez, and Betty Hamilton (far right) sang The Lord’s

My Shepherd.

Our congregation includes a generous group of people dedicated to
planning events, meals and other gatherings for the church. Funds
raised by these events are frequently given to mission.
This year the Easter Breakfast was another great success thanks to
the donations of food items, the cooks who wielded the spatulas and
spoons, and the loving dishpan hands who helped clean up!
Proceeds from the breakfast this year will be used toward our support of:

Esteban Javier Farinango Quisilema
***ChildFund International***
Caring Community + God Empowered + Disciples of Christ

3

Wednesdays Noon-12:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary
Join us any Wednesday as we gather to pray for the people on our
prayer list and for the people and ministries of Cooksville Lutheran
Church. If you have a prayer request and would like us to pray for it,
please e-mail Kevin Brekke before 6 p.m. on Tuesday at
brekkekev3@netscape.net or call him at 608-669-1218.

Please keep the following people in your prayers:
Connie Gregerson
Keith Axford
Evelyn Beyer
Kathy Snell
Martha Johnson
James T. Parsons
Larry Smith
Ruth Erickson
Jim Porter

Carol Sears (sister of Nancy Remley)
Jan Kettle (sister of Jim Parsons)
Gordon and Doris Starks
David Soldwedel (brother of Sue Wollin)
Anne Kurey (Martha Johnson’s sister)
Michael LaMantia (health concerns)
Robert Saunders (Martha Johnson’s brother)
John Garvan (friend of Kevin Brekke)
Kris and family (Pastor Karla’s brother)

CLC Special Friends: Anna Hanson, Charles Hoff, Don Farberg,
Ken Haakenson, Robert Hanson, Dorothy Froemming, Larry
Smith, Rhea Wethal, Ruth Erickson.
Military: John Haines, Dean Jass, Andrew Newcomb.

May Birthdays
4
5

Virginia Sime
Ted Farberg
Donna Haakenson
Thomas Parsons
6 Richard Krake
14 Don Little
15 Alan Whittier
16 Nancy Krake
Wendy Winger
4

17
18
20
24
25
26

Clyde Gallagher
Sue Wollin
Patty Smith
Lynn Bednarek
Phil Monk
Christopher Kueng
Katherine Tomlin
Rachel Haines
28 David Farberg
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Work continues on the
activities planned for
this year of celebration
of 125 years ministry at
Cooksville Lutheran. The STAR
project is coming together and
you will see "multiple" stars
around the church as reminders
of the many who "were claimed
by Christ through baptism" here
at Cooksville Lutheran.
Preparation for
the November
13 banquet
continues with
the reservation
of Creekside Place in Evansville
for the gathering place. An
anniversary publication and
program with guest speakers is
being planned for that day. The
committee is still seeking
pictures, recollections and
stories to add to this publication.
A banner has been
designed by
Richard Krake and
is being
constructed by
Rhonda Wethal as
a permanent
addition to the
building. Another quilted banner
is being planned by Pat Foltz.

A cemetery tour is

being planned for
August 14, to be
held following
Sunday worship and
lunch. Emphasis will be on
identifying and learning more
about several of our founding
fathers. Local historian Larry
Reed will be available to explain
the history of the development
of the Cooksville village during
these early church years.
Ann Hanson
1816 - 1901

Watch for a
"scheduling signup sheet" to
indicate a time
on Saturday,
June 11 or June 18 to have your
photograph taken for the
Anniversary publication. Prints
of your photo will be available
for the cost of making copies.
Fall Festival will emphasize our
celebration year, too. Please be
ready with ideas to keep it fresh
and fun. Share your ideas and
commitment with Festival
chairpersons,
Linda Sime,
Donna Gunn,
and Paul
Haakenson.

Caring Community + God Empowered + Disciples of Christ
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Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one
another with whatever gift each of you has received. -1 Peter 4:10

Gifts in Kind for CLC
The following items can be put
to use immediately for ministry!
 Books of first class stamps (we
use about 100 stamps each
month).
 Hand soap refills
 Paper towel
 Toilet paper
 Coffee
 Disposable cups
 Napkins
 Gallon-size zip-lock baggies

Have you considered giving your
offering to Cooksville Lutheran
Church automatically? There is a
safe and secure way of having
funds withdrawn directly from
your bank account which allows
you to easily make your
donations regardless of where
you are, such as out of town or
on vacation!
Contact Tom Parson
with any questions.
tom.parsons@ymail.com
608-295-1697

Please remember our church the
next time you go shopping.
—Thank you!

Thank you for your
generosity!
Completed forms can be placed
in the offering plate or left in the
church office.

Food & Fellowship
We always have such a good time visiting and
encouraging one another following worship.
These bright spring (soon to be summer)
mornings give us a good reason to stay a while
to snack and enjoy good conversation. Please
see the Food and Fellowship Sign-up Sheet if you would like to host or
sponsor refreshments on one of the upcoming Sundays. Your treats
need not be home-made, just heartfelt!
6
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As I write this article of praise and thanksgiving to
the many singers who give their music ministry year
after year, I cannot help but think of all the choir members who served
our church as we mark our 125th Anniversary.
Think of the choirs who sang each Sunday, celebrated the High Holy
Days with specialty anthems, gave extra rehearsal time so the music
would enlighten the congregation in the word and spirit of our Lord!
Yes, I am honored to follow in the tradition of leading the Cooksville
Choir as it comes to my turn to rehearse those anthems which bring
artistic spirit to this congregation. The singers bring forth their voice,
which produces the sound of the composers and lyricists who composed music with their gift of creativity
from God. A very spectacular thank you goes to Naomi Shep, who provides any accompaniment we put
before her, both on the piano and organ. Her musicianship brings our music to wonderful heights.
I hope you will join with me in thanking each choir
member of the 125th year of this church.
Jeanne Julseth, Choir Director
Soprano
Betty Hamilton
Nancy Krake
Ilene Axford
Linda Sime
Nancy Remley

Alto
Donna Haakenson
Rhonda Wethal
Jane Gomez
Rachael Whittier
Anne Remley-Haines

Tenor
Kevin Brekke
Randy Sime
Keith Axford

Bass
Rich Krake
Paul Haakenson

All households require attention to financial record-keeping, and this
is true also for the house of the Lord. The Cooksville Lutheran Church
Audit Committee meets quarterly for the purpose of checking the
books for accuracy and reporting any discrepancies.
We thank Sherri Haakenson, Phil Hamilton, and Steve Foltz for
their service in this regard, an important responsibility that is
often not recognized!

AIDS/Hospice Kits for Global Health Ministries
We had an amazing response to our request for AIDS/Hospice kits this
past Lenten season. The kits will be taken to the Synod Assembly this
month. Thank you most sincerely for your generous response.
Caring Community + God Empowered + Disciples of Christ
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Forty days after each Easter, many Christians
around the world celebrate the Ascension. It’s the
day when the resurrected Christ was raised up
from the earth into heaven. The Ascension is the
prelude to Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit came
upon the gathering of disciples, including the
apostles, in Jerusalem.
While many Christian churches celebrate Pentecost, the Ascension of
Our Lord is often passed over because it always falls on a weekday,
forty days after Easter Sunday. After the Resurrection, our risen Lord
instructed his followers not to leave Jerusalem. It was there, Jesus
said, that they would receive “the promise of the Father” (Acts 1:4,
NRSV). What was that promise? It was that they would be baptized
with the Holy Spirit. Shortly after that utterance, Jesus was “lifted up,
and a cloud took him out of their sight” (v. 9).
So why did Jesus go away? Why did he “ascend to the Father?” Jesus
answered this question when he confided in his disciples before his
arrest:
16:7

“Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I
go away, for if I do not go away, the Advocate will not come to
you; but if I go, I will send him to you. ... 13 “When the Spirit of
truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not
speak on his own, but will speak whatever he hears … 14He will
glorify me, because he will take what is mine and declare it to
you. ... 16”A little while, and you will no longer see me, and again
a little while, and you will see me.” (Excerpts from the 16th chapter
of St. John)

Jesus’ Ascension was his return to the Father. When the Day of
Pentecost came, the Father sent the Spirit to indwell all believers as a
seal of their salvation. The Spirit, as part of the Trinity, is “God with
8
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us.” The Spirit is Christ present with us, all the time, with every single
believer, in every single place on earth.
I always wondered why we never hear the disciples or the Apostle Paul
wistfully talk about the time Jesus was with them during his earthly
ministry, saying something like, “the Spirit of Christ in us is very
special, but we sure miss having Jesus here with us in the flesh.” Of
course, the reason they did not “miss” Jesus is because He was truly
with them through the Spirit. They weren’t “keeping his memory alive”
as some might think when they hear the words, “Do this in
remembrance of me.” Their relationship with Jesus, their relationship
with the Father, was not only “alive” because of the Spirit, it was even
better than before.
The 16th-century theologian John Calvin said this about the
Ascension:
“Christ left us in such a way that his presence might be
more useful to us — a presence that had been confined in
a humble abode of flesh so long as he sojourned on
earth .... As his body was raised up above all the heavens,
so his power and energy were diffused and spread beyond
all the bounds of heaven and earth.” 

Pentecost started as a Jewish festival
commemorating God’s giving the Law to
the Israelites 50 days after they escaped
from slavery in Egypt (the Passover). It
was also a harvest festival where the
people brought the first fruits of their
crops to Jerusalem as offerings to God
during the festival.
Fifty days after the Resurrection, the first
Christians, most of them Jews, gathered
to celebrate this festival.
At that gathering something happened
that was so awesome and indescribable
that when writing about it, St. Luke could
Caring Community + God Empowered + Disciples of Christ
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only use metaphors. A sound like the rush of a violent wind filled the
entire house where they were meeting. Something like tongues of fire
appeared among them — a tongue rested on each of them.
It was then that they “were filled with the Holy Spirit
and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit
gave them ability” (Acts 2:4, NRSV). The crowd that
gathered outside was amazed and perplexed. They
wanted to know what it meant. Some observers
thought it was a gathering of drunks.
But Peter interpreted it all correctly to anyone who would listen. He
told of Christ, his life, his mission, his death and his Resurrection. Most
importantly, Peter explained that God had made Jesus both Lord and
Messiah. The proof of that was the Resurrection.
Three thousand people were so moved by Peter’s words that they
were baptized that day and “devoted themselves to the apostles’
teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the
prayers” (Acts 2:42). The first Christians became a family “of one heart
and soul” (Acts 4:32). We, too, can be in union with one another when
we allow the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts. 

The Holy Trinity is always celebrated on the Sunday after Pentecost.
It’s a day for focusing on the Triune God — the Father, the Son and
the Holy Spirit.

Beloved Hymn—”Holy, Holy, Holy”
Reginald Heber (1783-1826), a vicar and hymn-writer in England,
composed the beloved hymn “Holy, Holy, Holy” specifically for
Trinity Sunday, with lyrics based on Rev. 4:8-11.
The joyful song celebrates the eternal, omnipotent Triune God.
Throughout the verses, Heber used units of three to symbolize the
Trinity (God is “perfect in power, in love and purity”; God is
worshiped by saints, cherubim and seraphim; and he’s praised “in
earth and sky and sea”). 
10
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Holy, holy, holy,
Lord God Almighty!
Early in the morning
Our song shall rise to thee.
Holy, holy, holy,
Merciful and mighty!
God in three persons,
Blessed Trinity!

Holy, holy, holy!
Though the darkness hide thee,
Though the eye of sinfulness
Thy glory may not see,
Only Thou art holy;
There is none beside thee,
Perfect in pow’r,
In love and purity.

Holy, holy, holy!
All the saints adore thee,
Casting down their golden crowns
Around the glassy sea;
Cherubim and seraphim
Falling down before thee,
Which wert and art,
And evermore shalt be.

Holy, holy, holy!
Lord God Almighty!
All thy works shall praise thy name
In earth and sky and sea.
Holy, holy, holy,
Merciful and mighty!
God in three persons,
Blessed Trinity!
Text: Reginald Heber, Music: John B Dykes



The altar has been oiled;
 There is a new light on the outdoor sign at the
main entrance;
 The choir room has been painted
(Thank you Tom Severson!);
 Raking has been completed!
The “Tuesday Group” meets at 9:00 am every week for review and
completion of routine maintenance and sometimes non-routine repairs of our church.
If you have any special skills such as plumbing, carpentry, electrical,
landscaping, etc. or simply have the time and energy to mow some
grass and would like to be of help, please feel welcome to come any
Tuesday and lend a hand or offer your phone number for future projects or needs!!
Caring Community + God Empowered + Disciples of Christ
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The teaching of the wise is a
fountain of life! -Proverbs 13:14
“Whatever makes [people] good Christians makes them good
citizens.” —Daniel Webster
“I have had prayers answered — most strangely so some times —
but I think our heavenly Father’s loving-kindness has been even
more evident in what he has refused me.” —Lewis Carroll
“Let us be grateful to people who make us happy; they are the
charming gardeners who make our souls blossom.” --Marcel
Proust
“If you want others to be happy, practice compassion. If you want
to be happy, practice compassion.” —Tenzin Gyatso, the 14th
Dalai Lama

Mother’s Day, Sunday, May 8th

Mothers write on
the hearts of their
children what the
world’s rough
hand cannot
erase.”
- Unknown
Monday, May 30th — Memorial Day
We remember, O Lord, all those men and
women who have made the supreme sacrifice
for our country. Do not let us breathe the air of
freedom or claim the right to justice or enjoy
the privilege of worship without remembering
with great gratitude those who gave the last
full measure of devotion - their very lives - for
our benefit. May they now know the peace of
eternity and the joy of your presence. Through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
12
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Let’s Keep in Touch!
Church office: 608-882-4408;
11927 W. Church St., Evansville, WI 53536

Pastor Karla Brekke: 608-751-0345
cooksvillelutheranpastor@gmail.com

Office: cooksvillelutheran@litewire.net
Kelsey Dunn, Secretary
Worship Coordinator, Donna Haakenson: 608-882-4131
Choir Director, Jeanne Julseth: 608-882-0505
Pastor Karla is usually in the office
on Mondays & Wednesdays. Please
call and make an appointment if
you would like to visit with her.
608-751-0345
Bulletin Printing Day
The weekly bulletin is printed on
Wednesdays. If you have anything
you wish to include, please have it
to the office by Monday.

2016 Cooksville Church Council
Richard Krake (Pres.) 608-882-5609
Paul Haakenson (V.P.) 608-882-4131
Sue Parsons (Sec.) 608-295-8796
Anne Remley-Haines 608-882-9997
Herb Hanson 608-455-6778
Betty Hamilton 608-882-5757
Tom Hatlen 608-882-4186
Bob Haakenson 608-758-9295
Randy Sime 608-931-8896
Tom Parsons (Treas.) 608-295-1697

Free Blood Pressure Screenings

Local Food Pantry Needs:

On the first Sunday of every
month, a free blood pressure
screening will be offered
following worship in the
Narthex. This service is offered
free of charge for all who are
interested. Please invite others
who may
benefit from
these free
screenings!

Anyone may drop off items in the
basket in our Narthex.
Thank you so much!
Here are some items that we
currently need for the food
pantries: Canned Soups, Canned
Fruit, Hamburger-helper, Tuna
Fish, Toothbrushes, Toilet paper,
Deodorant, Shampoo, Feminine
Products, Bath Soap, Toothpaste.

Please forgive our oversight and let us make
it known that our heartfelt thanks also goes
out to Naomi Shep for being the accompanist
for the Wednesday Lenten services.
Thank you Naomi!
Caring Community + God Empowered + Disciples of Christ
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Assisting
Minister

Sunday

Sunday

Sunday

Sunday

Sunday

May 1

May 8

May 15

May 22

May 29

Setting 1

*Homestead

Pentecost

Holy Trinity

With One Voice

Nancy Krake

Ilene Axford

Curtis Brandt Ilene Axford

Curtis Brandt

Communion
Nancy Krake Ilene Axford Curtis Brandt Ilene Axford
Server

Curtis Brandt

Rosa
Hanson &
Rich Krake

Rosa Hanson

Ushers

Rosa Hanson

Bob & Sherri
Haakenson

Cantor

Nancy Krake

—

Lector

Sue Parsons

—

Richard Krake

Betty & Phil
Hamilton

Nancy Krake

Organist

Paul
Haakenson

Jeanne Julseth

Naomi Shep

Naomi Shep

Jeanne Julseth

Altar Guild
Sun. School
Teacher

Sue & Jim
Parsons

Betty
Hamilton

Nancy Krake

Erik and Katie Haakenson
Sherri
Haakenson

Coffee Hour Doris & Arthur
Olsen
Host

Linda Sime

Curtis Brandt

Rhonda
Wethal

Sunday School
adjourned for
summer

Kevin and
Karla Brekke

Thank you to our dedicated volunteers —we appreciate all you do!
New volunteers are always welcome! Contact the following people:
Ushers: Rosa Hanson (873-3831)
Other worship leaders: Nancy Krake (882-5609 or nkrake@att.net)
Sunday School: Church Office
Cleaning the church: Jennifer Ehle (302-1722 or jenniferhele1@gmail.com)
Coffee Hour: Church Office or Nancy Krake (882-5609 or nkrake@att.net)

*Homestead services offer a contemporary format in a traditional setting. The
Celebrate inserts published by Augsburg Fortress are always available to pick
up in the Narthex or Fellowship Room on Sundays when they are not included
in the bulletins.
14

Cooksville Lutheran Church—May 2016 Newsletter

Caring Community + God Empowered + Disciples of Christ

15

*No Adult Study , no Sunday
School —adjourned for the
summer.

29
2nd Sunday after Pentecost
10:00 Worship
11:00 Fellowship

22
The Holy Trinity
8:45 Adult Study
10:00 Worship & Sun. School
11:00 Fellowship

15
The Day of Pentecost
8:45 Adult Study
10:00 Worship &
Sun. School
11:00 Fellowship

30—Memorial Day

16
9 am Quilting
11 am Staff Meeting
12:30 Lunch at BBGs
(meet at church at
12:00)
7 pm Council
23
9 am Quilting
11 am Staff Meeting
7 pm The Gathering

No Staff Meeting

9
9 am Quilting

8
7th Sunday of Easter
8:45 Adult Study
10:00 Worship & Sun. School
11:00 Fellowship

WED.
4
12 pm Prayer Time
7:00—8:00 pm Choir

5

THU.
6

FRI.
7

SAT.

31
9 am Maintenance
Group

24
9 am Maintenance
Group

17
9 am Maintenance
Group

26

19

27

20

13

-From the hymn “Beautiful Savior”

Fair are the meadows, fair are the woodlands,
Robed in flowers of blooming spring;
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer;
He makes our sorrowing spirit sing.

25
12 pm Prayer Time
7:00—Choir Party

18
12 pm Prayer Time
7:00—8:00 pm Choir

10 882-5609 and Pastor
11 John Shep (608-873-6491)
12
9 am Maintenance
12 pm Prayer Time
Group
7:00—8:00 pm Choir

28

21

14

Pastor Karla out of town on vacation May 3-9th. For emergencies, contact Rich Krake (608-

TUESDAY
3
9 am Maintenance
Group
7 pm Anniversary
Committee Mtg.

MONDAY

2
9 am Quilting
11 am Staff Meeting
7 pm Worship
Committee

SUNDAY

1 Synod Assembly Sat./Sun.
6th Sunday of Easter
8:45 Adult Study
10:00 Worship & Sun. School
11:00 Fellowship
*Free Blood Pressure
Screenings

C o o k s v i l l e L u t h e ra n C a l e n d a r fo r M a y 2 0 1 6
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Address Correction Requested

11927 W. Church Street
Evansville, WI 53536

Cooksville Lutheran Church

