A Caring Community
Empowered by God
to be Disciples of Christ

Dear Friends in Christ,
Grace and peace from God our Father and
our Lord Jesus Christ.

I hope you and your family are all doing
well in these turbulent and frightening
times. I miss worshipping with you and
praying together. The world needs our
prayers now more than ever!
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My prayer time lately has become
increasingly precious to me as I pray for
each and every one of you. I have been
calling all members as well, both those
whom I normally visit but have been
unable to see due to “safer at home”
recommendations, and everyone in our
Cooksville family. If you have not heard
from me yet, do not hesitate to reach out!
I would love to hear from you and pray
with you over the phone!
I encourage everyone to continue
worshipping on Sunday mornings,
following the suggestions in the April

“Be still and know that I am God.” -Psalm 46:10
Until we return to in-person worship, we have heard
that many members would like to have access to the
church to come in and pray and spend time. The
church is open several times each week, but the
schedule is flexible, so please call Ilene (608-8826914), Pastor Karla (608-751-0345) or Kevin (608669-1218) to arrange for the doors to be open for
you.

(Continued on page 3)

From our
Congregation
President

Hello everyone,
I write from my new "office" as your 2020
congregation President. Elected at our first
church council meeting since the Annual
meeting, I humbly hope that this year will end up
being a blessing as well as the scary challenge
that we have already experienced.

Being unable to see our friends and church
family was hard. But we knew what we had to
do. Now, we start another period of trying to do
the right thing to return to worship while still
keeping safe and respectful of others’ questions,
fears and anxieties. We are less sure of what to
do. Your council will do their best to listen to all
of you, the health experts, other congregations,
and our church leaders to determine when and how we can fill the
church again.
There is lots to be grateful for since the shutdown began. First, the
assurance within the Christian church that the church is not
dependent on the building or schedule; prayer, study and feeling
connected to the church can be done anywhere at any time; and
God's presence and care is assured at all times. Second, we have
stayed in each other's minds and special efforts have been made to
keep in touch. Thank you for those phone calls, cards and e-mails.
Third, you have continued your donation commitment. Thank you.
It is a great comfort to hear from our treasurer that "We're doing
okay". Last, and not least, Pastor Karla has worked tirelessly to
figure out ways to shepherd us, including learning new systems like
virtual services online, revising newsletter to bring worship to our
home, making care visits by phone, staying in touch with the synod
and government recommendations. Pray for her in that heavy
responsibility.
A working group was formed at the May council meeting for the
purpose of planning for safely returning to meeting in groups,
especially worship services. Contact any council member (see page
22) to share your hopes, concerns and knowledge about this.
Continue to contact and care for each other in distanced ways.
Until we meet again.
Ilene Axford
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(Continued from page 1) Pastor’s letter

newsletter to try area online churches, like St. Johns
in Evansville, which I have found inspirational. Our
May newsletter included home worship which I trust
you have followed, or at least tried, in order to
spiritually support yourself during this time.
Regardless of where we are, the Spirit unites us
together as we pray for one another.
(1) ONLINE WORSHIP: During the month of April I experimented with
recording worship to put online, and so many things did not work. The
phone failed to record, I couldn’t find a way to splice together
segments, it didn’t upload to youtube, etc., etc. But I learned a
lot! Just like teachers had to become online teachers FAST, pastors
and churches who were not putting their worship online, now are
scrambling to do so. Yes, almost all the churches I know in the area
are putting their worship online. Even rural ones like West
Koshkonong. So after the steep learning curve of April, in May we
experienced success in beginning our online worship!!
We used the home worship guide from our May newsletter and a team
of people (fewer than 10) gathered on Saturdays to record
worship. Jeanne has been at the piano, Ilene and Keith, Rhonda
Wethal, Linda Sime, and Kevin Brekke have been our singers and Erik
Haakenson has been our camera operator, technical guru, and
director. Many churches are planning to continue online worship even
after they resume in-person worship because there will be many
people who will not feel comfortable taking the risk to attend worship.
And the next flu season may be a very difficult one. And since this may
not be just a “temporary thing,” I will now be reaching out to more
people to help, until we can begin worshipping in-person.
(2) COUNCIL: The council met on Monday, May 18th to do essential
business. They are a dedicated group of people, and we met with
facemasks and social distancing to do our work! We welcomed Doug
Graf as a new council member. We talked about reopening plans and we appointed a team of people to
weigh our options and what we need to do before we
begin to offer in-person worship again. That workgroup is: Mary Remley, Jennifer Nelson, Rhonda
Wethal, Pastor Karla, Ilene Axford and Curtis Brandt.
Council officers were voted on, since we did not meet
in February due to a snow storm, and then we could
not meet in March and April. The executive
(Continued on page 20)
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“What have you been up to?” “What’s new?” “How’ve you been?”
There are so many ways we start a conversation, inquire after the wellbeing of our friends and family and neighbors. These days, the words
are most often spoken over the telephone (or texted, or emailed) and
that has been true among our church family too as we all continue to
be diligent in our ‘social distancing’ because of the coronavirus
concerns. We hope you have been able to stay in close connection
with your brothers and sisters in Christ, but if not, here are some
updates!
Ilene Axford and Keith were had visitors for several weeks when
daughter Becka and grandson Sam came down from
Mankato for an extended stay. Visits to son Nathan’s home
to see him and his family (Karen, Ashley, and Hayden) have
been few, but cherished!
Kelsey Dunn reports that as a result of the COVID-19 chaos, she made
the quick decision to move her horse out of the boarding facility when
it locked down in March...riding to a new sanctuary at the nearby
private farm of Barb Breedlove, where both she and her horse are
enjoying living in the country together again!
Laura Pehler and husband Gerard are planning a trip North this month
to visit their daughter, son-in-law and grandson to celebrate his 1st
birthday! My how time flies!
Sue Wollin is probably missing being able to share how proud she is of
her granddaughter, Phoebe Casey (daughter of member Lynsey WollinCasey) who will graduate High School on June 5th and is preparing to
attend Knox College in Illinois.
Jeanne Julseth’s poodle dog, Molly, had a “ruff” go of the pandemic as
Jeanne tried valiantly to keep up with her meticulous grooming while
the pet salon was temporarily closed!
Pat Foltz has been busy in her beautiful backyard, enjoying the
unfurling of her prized varieties of Hosta in particular, as well as a
(Continued on page 5)
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(Continued from page 4)

multitude of peonies, bleeding hearts, lilies, sedum,
and other perennials too numerous to name! Her
chemotherapy treatments have been moving along
on schedule and she is grateful for all who have
reached out to visit and encourage her!
Herb Hanson has been staying out of trouble (mostly) and enjoys
meeting friends at take-out restaurants where they can visit through
the open windows of their respective vehicles as they enjoy their
meal. Honk if you see Herb!
Erin Wilder missed out on one of her most favorite events of the
year, the Midwest Horse Fair held annually at the Alliant Center in
Madison, because this year the organizers said ‘neigh’ and it was
cancelled! She will be looking forward to it all the more in 2021!
Paul Haakenson has been unable to participate in many of his musical
activities because of the cancellations due to the coronavirus, but he
doesn’t miss a day of playing piano because he has a baby grand in
his home that he spends more than an hour with every day,
practicing for when he can get back ‘out there’ and share his gift!
Betty Hamilton has been talking to her cats an awful lot lately, but as
she admits, “I’ve been doing that for years!” She and Phil continue
with their ministries in quilting and in fixing, cleaning, and
maintaining things at the church. If anyone has fabric to donate, the
quilting group is in need and they are still very much hard at work.
Phil is no doubt delighted that the golf courses are now open!
Sue Parsons can be found in the basement of the church
more often than normal during these times, tying quilts
to “keep from going insane!” Sue has always been very
active and dedicated in working out at a gym, and we
can imaging she has been missing that very much!!

Joyce Leopold continues to receive excellent care at Azura Memory
Care in Stoughton, but sadly the family did have to cancel her
Birthday Celebration plans when the facility stopped allowing visitors
this Spring.
Ruth Erickson no doubt enjoyed watching the corn pop up in rows a
little early this year, as many farmers were able to get their crops
planted ahead of schedule due to favorable conditions in late April
and early May.
(Continued on page 6)
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(Continued from page 5)

Jane Gomez and Juan are expecting their first child! Jane is the
granddaughter of Basil and Nancy Remley, daughter of the late Reed
Remley. We wish the best for them (and secretly hope the wee one
inherits its mother’s great gift of song!).
Rhonda Wethal is certainly not the only one who was saddened by the
cancellation of Syttende Mai festivities this year, and also that both
the Stoughton Junior Fair and Dane County 4-H Fair have been called
off too. (No cream puffs! What is the world coming to!!) But we guess
she will simply have to share her prize-winning pies with family and
friends this year instead of the judges, and that won’t make us sad at
all!
Dennis Haakenson still milks an average of 90 cows on his farm and
while some producers have been asked to reduce production (dump
their milk!) he has been blessed by not having to do so! His family sells
their milk to a cheese maker in Illinois, says son Erik.
Pastor Karla and Kevin Brekke celebrated their 15th wedding
anniversary in May, quietly at home with flowers and poetry and
prayer! Congratulations and best wishes for many more happy years
together!

Marilyn Kueng is looking for a new “partner in crime”! She is one of
our long-time volunteers who sends Birthday Cards to members of our
church family and is looking for a helper to take turns every other
month in addressing and mailing these messages of joy. If you are
interested in this ministry, please let her know!
Tom Severson says that he is staying plenty busy with mowing,
removing old fencing, helping Bonnie with puzzles and generally being
outdoors this fine time of year. He was at the church on Tuesday to
update the sign out front. If you want to know what it says, come on
by and take a look-see for yourself!!

We hope that everyone is thriving even in these difficult
times. We encourage you to stay in touch, pray for one
another, and give thanks to God for all of our blessings in
our communities and families. Until we can all be together
again, be well and be diligent!
“Solutions are not found by pointing fingers;
they are reached by extending hands.”
—Aysha Taryam
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The Holy Trinity is always celebrated on the Sunday after Pentecost.
It’s a day for focusing on the Triune God — the Father, the Son and
the Holy Spirit. Trinity Sunday is to explain, to the best of man’s ability, the clues written in Scripture to guide us to a fuller understanding
of our triune God.
The Father is God from the beginning (John 1:1);
Jesus revealed Himself as equal to the Father in John 10:30, “I and
the Father are one.”
Together, they sent the Holy Spirit (John 14:26). “Go therefore
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Matthew
28:19).
On Trinity Sunday, the Christian Church ponders with joy and thanksgiving what the Father, Son and Holy Spirit have done to accomplish
the salvation of sinful humanity. It is brought to remembrance how
Christians should respond to the love God has shown us, praising Him
and giving Him glory. We remember the Father as our Creator, the
Son as our Savior and the Holy Spirit as our Comforter.

Nativity of St. John the Baptist (or Birth of John the Baptist, or Nativity
of the Forerunner) is celebrated on June 24, 2020. It is a Christian feast
day celebrating the birth of John the Baptist, a prophet who foretold
the coming of the Messiah in the person of Jesus, whom he later baptized. It is one of the oldest festivals of the Christian church, being
listed by the Council of Agde in 506 as one of that region's principal
festivals, where it was a day of rest and, like Christmas, was celebrated
with three Masses: a vigil, at dawn, and at midday.
(This information has been paraphrased from www.cute-calendar.com)
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Gather a Bible, this newsletter, and light a candle as a sign of
God’s presence, if you wish.
You may worship with yourself/family by following the worship order
below, or you may go online and worship along with any of the worship
videos on Youtube: go to youtube.com and in the search box type
“Cooksville Lutheran Church.”

Prelude:

Take several deep breaths. As you inhale pray “Thy
kingdom come,” then let your breath out slowly as you pray,
“Thy will be done.” (Or use another phrase, such as “Jesus
Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me.”)

Gathering Hymn: see the following pages, sing/read out loud.
Prayer of the Day: see the following pages, read out loud.

Read the Gospel: see the following pages, find the passage
in your Bible, read it out loud and & discuss together what
the Spirit might be saying to you today and for this week.

Hymn of the Day: see the following pages, sing/read out loud.
Confess the Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose
again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
8
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Offering Prayer:
Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven
and earth. Day by day you shower us
with blessings. As you have raised us to
new life in Christ, give us glad and
generous hearts, ready to praise you and
to respond to those in need, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession:
O God our Healer, show your compassion for the whole human
family that is in turmoil and burdened with illness and with fear.
Come to our aid, heal those who are sick, and protect us.
Grant us your spirit of love and self-discipline so that we may
come together, working to control and eliminate all diseases that
create suffering and often result in death for many people.
Strengthen and encourage those in public health services. Inspire,
give insight and hope to all researchers focused on developing
vaccines and treatments.
Sustain all workers and business owners who suffer loss of
livelihood. Guide the leaders of the nations.
Heal our world, strengthen our hearts and our minds, give us hope
and peace. Remember all your family, the entire human race, and
all your creation, in your love. Amen.

Pray the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Sending Hymn: see the following pages, sing /read out loud.
Blessing:
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless
us and raise us to newness of life, now and forever.
Amen.
9

Prayer of the Day: Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we
worship your glory, eternal Three-in-One, and we
praise your power, majestic One-in-Three. Keep
us steadfast in this faith, defend us in all
adversity, and bring us at last into your presence,
where you live in endless joy and love, Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
HYMN OF THE DAY

10

Cooksville Lutheran Church—June 2020 Newsletter

GATHERING SONG

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty!

ELW 413, vs. 1, 2, 4

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty!
Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee.
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty!
God in three persons, blessed Trinity!
Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore thee,
Casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea;
Cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee,
Which wert and art, and evermore shalt be. (Revelation 4:4-11)
Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!
All thy works shall praise thy name in earth and sky and sea.
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty!
God in three persons, blessed Trinity!

SENDING SONG

Glorify Thy Name

BOB 66

“I will praise you … with all my heart; I will glorify your name forever.” (Psalm 86:12)

Father, we love You, we worship and adore You,
Glorify Thy name in all the earth.
Glorify Thy name, Glorify Thy Name,
Glorify Thy name in all the earth.

Jesus, we love You, we worship and adore You,
Glorify Thy name in all the earth.
Glorify Thy name, Glorify Thy Name,
Glorify Thy name in all the earth.
Spirit, we love You, we worship and adore You,
Glorify Thy name in all the earth.
Glorify Thy name, Glorify Thy Name,
Glorify Thy name in all the earth.
11

Prayer of the Day: God of compassion, you have opened the way for
us and brought us to yourself. Pour your love into our hearts, that,
overflowing with joy, we may freely share the blessings of your realm
and faithfully proclaim the good news of your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.
Amen.

‘The harvest is plentiful, but
the labourers are few;
38
therefore ask the Lord of the
harvest to send out labourers
into his harvest.’
Matthew 9:37-38

GATHERING SONG

This Is My
Father’s World

ELW 824

This is my Father’s world, and to my list’ning ears
All nature sings, and round me rings the music of the spheres .
This is my Father’s world; I rest me in the thought
Of rocks and trees, of skies and seas; his hand the wonders wrought.
This is my Father’s world; the birds their carols raise;
The morning light, the lily white, declare their maker’s praise.
This is my Father’s world; he shines in all that’s fair.
In the rustling grass I hear him pass; he speaks to me everywhere.
This is my Father’s world; oh, let me not forget
That, though the wrong seems oft so strong, God is the ruler yet.
This is my Father’s world; why should my heart be sad?
The Lord is king, let heaven ring; God reigns, let earth be glad.
12

Cooksville Lutheran Church—June 2020 Newsletter

HYMN OF THE DAY

Will You Come and Follow Me
The Summons
ELW 798

Will you come and follow me if I but call your name?
Will you go where you don’t know and never be the same?
Will you let my love be shown, will you let my name be known,
Will you let my life be grown in you and you in me?”
“Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name?
Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same?
Will you risk the hostile stare, should your life attract or scare?
Will you let me answer pray’r in you and you in me?”
“Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name?
Will you set the pris’ners free and never be the same?
Will you kiss the leper clean, and do such this unseen,
And admit to what I mean in you and you in me?”
“Will you love the you you hide if I but call your name?
Will you quell the fear inside and never be the same?
Will you use the faith you’ve found to reshape the world around,
Through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me?”

Lord, your summons echoes true when you but call my name.
Let me turn and follow you and never be the same.
In your company I’ll go where your love and footsteps show.
Thus I’ll move and live and grow in you and you in me.
SENDING SONG

Bring Forth the Kingdom

BOB 27

You are the salt of the earth, O people; salt for the kingdom of God!
Share the flavor of life, O people; life in the kingdom of God!
Refrain:

Bring forth the kingdom of mercy, bring forth the kingdom of peace
bring forth the kingdom of justice, bring forth the city of God!
You are the light on the hill, O people, light for the city of God!
Shine so holy and bright, O people; shine for the kingdom of God!
You are the seed of the word, O people; bring forth the kingdom of God!
Seeds of mercy and seeds of justice, grow in the kingdom of God!
We are a blest and a pilgrim people; bound for the kingdom of God!
Love our journey and love our homeland; love is the kingdom of God!
13

Prayer of the Day: Teach us, good Lord God,
to serve you as you deserve, to give and not
to count the cost, to fight and not to heed
the wounds, to toil and not to seek for rest,
to labor and not to ask for reward, except
that of knowing that we do your will, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
HYMN OF THE DAY
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GATHERING SONG

How Firm a Foundation

ELW 796

How firm a foundation, O saints of the Lord,
is laid for your faith in Christ Jesus, the Word!
What more can he say than to you he has said
who unto the Savior for refuge have fled?
“Fear not, I am with you, oh, be not dismayed,
for I am your God and will still give you aid;
I’ll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand,
upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand.”
“When through fi’ry trials your pathway shall lie,
my grace, all sufficient, shall be your supply.
The flames shall not hurt you; I only design,
your dross to consume and your gold to refine.”
“Throughout all their lifetime my people shall prove
my sov’reign, eternal, unchangeable love;
and then, when gray hairs shall their temples adorn,
like lambs they shall still in my bosom be borne.”
SENDING SONG

Lift High the Cross

ELW 660

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim
till all the world adore his sacred name.
Come, Christians, follow
where our captain trod,
our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God.
All newborn servants of the Crucified
Bear on their brows the seal of him who died.
O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree,
as thou hast promised, draw us all to thee.
So shall our song of triumph ever be:
praise to the Crucified for victory!
15

June 28th

Prayer of the Day: O God, you direct
our lives by your grace, and your
words of justice and mercy reshape
the world. Mold us into a people who
welcome your word and serve one
another, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

4th Sunday
after Pentecost
Matthew 10:40-42

HYMN OF THE DAY

GATHERING SONG

God Knew Your Name

Amazing Grace

(BOB 253)

Amazing grace!
How sweet the sound
that saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost,
but now am found;
was blind but now I see.
‘Twas grace that taught
my heart to fear,
and grace my fears relieved;
how precious did
that grace appear
the hour I first believed!

Before the light of day
shined on your little face,
God knew your name.
When no one else could see
how precious you would be,
God knew your name.
And He held you so close
in His loving hand,
and He wanted all to see
that before the light of day
shined on your little face,
God knew your name.

The Lord has promised
good to me;
his word my hope secures;
he will my shield and portion
be as long as life endures.

Before you walked around,
before you first fell down,
God knew your name.
Before you rode your trike
and then that first red bike,
God knew your name.
He was with you ev’ry day,
right there by your side,
even when you made mistakes.
And before the light of day
shined on your little face,
God knew your name.

When we’ve been there ten
thousand years,
bright shining as the sun,
we’ve no less days to sing
God’s praise
than when we’d first begun.

Before those wedding bells
rang their story, well,
God knew your name.
Before that first new home
and children of our own,
God knew your name.

Through many dangers,
toils and snares
I have already come;
‘tis grace has brought me
safe thus far,
and grace will lead me home.
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And through all the times,
both the good and bad,
He held you in His hand.
And before the light of day
shined on your little face,
God knew your name.
As you gracefully grew old,
you know you had been told
God knew your name.
And one day when you died,
your friends and family cried;
God knew your name.
And my angels carried
your soul to me,

SENDING SONG

In Christ Called to
Baptize ELW 575
In Christ called to baptize,
we witness to grace
And gather a people from
each land and race.
In deep, flowing waters,
we share in Christ’s death,
Then, rising to new life,
give thanks with each breath.
In Christ called to banquet,
one table we share,
A haven of welcome,
A circle of care.
Although we are many,
We share in one bread.
One cup of thanksgiving
Proclaims Christ, our head.

and I said welcome home.
You were one of mine
I loved you for all time.
I knew your name
You were one of mine.
I loved you for all time.
I knew your name.

In Christ called to witness,
By grace we will preach
The life-giving gospel;
God’s love we will teach.
By grace may our living
Give proof to our praise
In costly compassion
reflecting Christ’s ways.
Unite us, anoint us,
O Spirit of love,
For you are within us,
Around us, above.
Equip us for service
with gifts you bestow.
In Christ is our calling.
In Christ may we grow.
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Cooksville Lutheran did not have any of its children
graduate High School this year, but please take a moment
to remember and pray for the recent youth of our church
who graduated in the past several years.
May God bless them in all of their endeavors!

Nikki Arndt
Rebecca Blackburn
Nikki Lynn Hollis
Amanda Najdowski
Rachel Sears
Samantha Starks
Abbey Wethal
John Haines
Gabriele Jass
Michael Jass
Allison Conant
Hope Larson

June Birthdays
1
2
4
5
6
18

Randy Schneeberger
Jake White
Leah Wagner
Rhonda Tomlin
Laura Pehler
Vicki Wethal

Tyler Schwoerer
Dylan Brandt
Jacob Conant
Tyler Grant
Dustin Huset
Mary Gregerson
Samanta White
Nicole Huset
Andrew Keehn
Jake White
Matthew Gunn
Johannes Haakenson
8
13
18
21
26
28

Ruth Erickson
Lily Paulson-Cardona
Adeline Conant
Kristie Graf
Kenneth Kueng
Mary Gregerson
Nate Gallagher
Matthew Gunn
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Sadly, children this summer will likely be
saving the stamps they might normally
have used to send letters home to their
families while away at camp. But that
doesn’t mean they can’t still have fun at
home..and write those letters anyhow!
The imagination is a powerful thing! Just
think of the authors who create entirely
new worlds full of magic and mystery,
strange creatures and amazing technology, authors like Alex
Haley, C.S. Lewis, and J.K. Rowling. Why not try something new
this summer and encourage the children in your life to read and
study different Bible stories and then use their imagination to
pretend they were there too—right there in the mysterious
ancient world, in a foreign land! Have them describe it all in a
letter—what they wore, what they ate, what they wished they
had packed but didn’t!
Here are some story suggestions for your kids:
Imagine being at spy camp— you and a friend are sent on a
mission and next thing you know you are hiding on the roof
of Rahab’s house before being lowered down outside the
wall and escaping!
Consider what it must have been like to be a real shepherd—
“go” to herding camp where you are taught all about the
sheep, you learn how to use a staff and a hook, and instead
of a tent or a cabin, you sleep on the ground at the door to
the fold every night to guard the flock!!
Attend “bread camp”: research with a friend or parent how
to grind grains and use live yeast to make hearty breads that
would have been commonly made in Jesus’
time.
And of course...what Bible Camp would be
complete without GOING FISHING!! Be they
real fish that you try to entice with bait, or new
followers to Christ, go on a fishing adventure and when you
write about it make sure it’s a tall tale!

E n j o y y o u r s u m m e r ev e r y o n e ! !
19

Do you know children who love to draw
with sidewalk chalk? Do you like to draw and
sketch?
Many walkers pass our church every day. It would
be so nice for them to be greeted with messages of
hope, faith, and love on our sidewalks. We also
have members coming and going during the week
who would appreciate seeing signs that children
have been there! Chalk is available in the Fellowship Room, or you
may bring you own! Thank you in advance for your joyful outreach!

(Continued from page 3) Pastor’s letter

committee is now President Ilene Axford, Vice
President is Tom Severson, Secretary is
Rhonda Wethal. So the executive committee
remains the same, (Ilene, Tom, Rhonda,
Pastor) just a change in roles for Ilene and
Tom.
Finally, when we return to worship things will be different. You
have probably heard of some of the things churches are doing (or
not doing) as they return to in-person worship. Not passing the
peace, not celebrating communion, not singing, yes to wearing
masks, yes to having hand sanitizer stations. These are just some
of the things to consider. Your team has work to do!
God bless you and your family during this time of change! Even
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Report of the Synod Bishop Call Committee
The process for electing a bishop for the South-Central Synod of Wisconsin in
2020 was established by the Synod Council, as called for in the synod’s
constitution. It began with Town Hall meetings in January and February,
resulting in a profile of the synod and of the bishop we seek. Nomination
caucuses were then held in each conference, beginning with ecclesiastical
ballots by all participants. The process then shifted to the Bishop Call
Committee, which was charged with the responsibility of presenting to the
synod for election four to six nominees.
These are the candidates who excited us the most. Make no mistake – all the
other candidates are also very gifted, fine leaders. The candidates we are
recommending seemed the strongest - Different in experience and style and
gifts; but all with demonstrated gifts for leadership in the church. It should
be noted that after we made our final decision, one male candidate did
withdraw. The world has changed since he initially agreed to go forward in
the process, and he feels his call is to stay in his current ministry.
The Bishop Call Committee puts forth these candidates for the position of
Bishop of the SouthCentral Synod:
Pastor Ramie Bakken, Candidacy Manager/Coordinator for Missional
Leadership for our ELCA Region 5
Pastor Stacie Fidlar, at St. John’s in Rock Island, IL
Pastor Naomi Garber, Interim at First English in Platteville, WI
Pastor Joy Mortensen-Wiebe, at St. Luke’s in Slinger, WI

A Special Synod Assembly Planned for the 2020 Bishop Election There will

be a Special Meeting of the Synod Assembly on Saturday, August 1st,
2020, at multiple locations, connected digitally, for the purpose of
electing the next bishop of the South-Central Synod of Wisconsin and
discerning our 2021-22 synod spending plan.
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The Prayer Group is very active!

On Wednesday mornings Kevin makes phone calls
to the prayer warriors to update them on
requests he has been given and to find out if they
have additional requests or updates on how
people are doing that they are praying for. Then
Kevin goes to the church sanctuary and prays for
everyone on the list (usually about 30 names plus
the church council, church groups, pastor, musicians). At noon
he rings the church bell and says the Lord’s Prayer. He is
committed to doing this until the church re-opens.
The other prayer group members are Linda Sime, Art and Doris
Olsen, Rich Thompson, Nancy Remley. They pray at home during
the week. If you have a prayer request, email Kevin Brekke at
brekkekev3@aol.com or call him at 608-669-1218.
Please keep the following people in your prayers: Evelyn
Beyer, Basil Remley, Pat Foltz, Kristeen Farberg, Bridger Carrol, Jenn
Williamson, Rev. John and Naomi Shep, Louise Kluge, Jean Lademan,
Rev. David Stratton. CLC Special Friends: Joyce Leopold, Anna
Hanson, Ruth Erickson, Virginia Sime. Military: Andrew Newcomb.

Cooksville Church Council 2020
Ilene Axford (President) 882-6914
Tom Severson (Vice Pres.) 873-6552
Rhonda Wethal (Sec.) 320-7184
Tom Parsons (Treas.) 295-1697
Anne Brunsell 732-9196
Mary Remley 882-6483
Jennifer Nelson 751-1482
Earlene Hanson 873-6200
Curtis Brandt 873-0757
Douglas Graf 882-6483
Council meetings are the 3rd
Monday of the month at 7:00 pm.
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Let’s Keep in Touch!
Church office: 608-882-4408;
11927 W. Church St., Evansville, WI
53536

Pastor Karla Brekke: 751-0345
cooksvillelutheranpastor@gmail.com

Office:
cooksvillelutheran@litewire.net
Minister of Music, Jeanne Julseth:
490-1175
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15
9 am Quilting
11 am Staff Meeting

14 Pentecost 2
10:00 Worship at home
11:00 ONLINE Fellowship

29
9 am Quilting
11 am Staff Meeting

28 Pentecost 4
10:00 Worship at home
11:00 ONLINE Fellowship

Father’s Day

22
9 am Quilting
11 am Staff Meeting

21 Pentecost 3
10:00 Worship at home
11:00 ONLINE
Fellowship

7 pm Council

8
9 am Quilting
11 am Staff Meeting

7 Holy Trinity
10:00 Worship at home
11:00 ONLINE Fellowship

is larger than normal!
Thank you to Kelsey
Dunn for donating
the additional
postage this month!

MONDAY

1
9 am Quilting
11 am Staff Meeting

SUNDAY

YES! This newsletter

30
9 am Maintenance
Group

23
9 am Maintenance
Group

16
9 am Maintenance
Group

9
9 am Maintenance
Group

2
9 am Maintenance
Group

TUESDAY

25

18

11

4

THU.

26

19

12

5

FRI.

27

20

13

6

SAT.

To worship online, go to youtube.com and in the
search bar type “Cooksville Lutheran Church”. Click on
it and choose a video to watch.
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10 am Prayer Time

17
10 am Prayer Time

10
10 am Prayer Time

3
10 am Prayer Time

WED.

C o o k s v i l l e L u t h e ra n C a l e n d a r fo r J u n e 2 0 2 0
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Address Correction Requested

11927 W. Church Street
Evansville, WI 53536

Cooksville Lutheran Church

