A Caring Community Empowered by God to be Disciples of Christ

“I must still read and study the catechism daily, yet
I cannot master it as I wish, but must remain a
child and a pupil of the catechism, and I do it
gladly.” ~ Martin Luther in his preface to the
Large Catechism
(Martin Luther’s own words about the symbolism of
the elements of his shield as seen at left)
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“Let the word
of Christ
dwell in you
richly.”
-Colossians
3:16

“...my original thoughts and reason about why my
seal is a symbol of my theology. The first should be
a black cross in a heart, which retains its natural
color, so that I myself would be reminded that
faith in the Crucified saves us. "For one who
believes from the heart will be justified" (Romans
10:10). Although it is indeed a black cross, which
mortifies and which should also cause pain, it
leaves the heart in its natural color. It does not
corrupt nature, that is, it does not kill but keeps
alive. "The just shall live by faith" (Romans 1:17) but
by faith in the crucified. Such a heart should stand
in the middle of a white rose, to show that faith
gives joy, comfort, and peace. In other words, it
places the believer into a white, joyous rose, for
this faith does not give peace and joy like the world
gives (John 14:27). That is why the rose should be
white and not red, for white is the color of the
spirits and the angels (cf. Matthew 28:3; John
20:12). Such a rose should stand in a sky-blue field,
symbolizing that such joy in spirit and faith is a
beginning of the heavenly future joy, which begins
already, but is grasped in hope, not yet revealed.
And around this field is a golden ring, symbolizing
that such blessedness in Heaven lasts forever and
has no end. Such blessedness is exquisite, beyond
all joy and goods, just as gold is the most valuable,
most precious and best metal….”
Martin Luther, 1483—1546
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Romans
12: 12-13

20

Matthew
18: 20

Sept 3

13th
Sunday
after
Pentecost

Sept 10

14th
Sunday
after
Pentecost

Sept 17

1
15th
Bless the LORD, O my soul,
Sunday
and all that is within me,
after
bless God’s holy name.
Pentecost

Sept 24

Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering,
persevere in prayer. 13Contribute to the
needs of the saints; extend hospitality to
strangers.
For where two or three are gathered in
my name, I am there among them.

Psalm
103: 1

27
16th
Only, live your life in a manner worthy of Philippians
Sunday
the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come 1: 27
after
and see you or am absent and hear about you,
Pentecost

I will know that you are standing firm in one
spirit, striving side by side with one mind for

Holy Cross Day

September 14

This festival gives Christians an opportunity for a
joyful celebration of Christ’s sacrifice for our salvation! And also to
refresh ourselves in our faith: As
we make the sign of the cross, we
first draw a vertical stroke, as if to
say to God, "Lord, here am I." Then
we cancel it with a horizontal stroke,
as if to say, "Help me, Lord, to abandon my selfishness, and to make you
the center of my life instead. Fix all
my attention and desire on you,
Lord, that I may forget my self, cancel my self, abandon myself completely to your love and service."
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Festival of St. Michael
and All Angels

September 29

In the Western church, St. Michael
and All Angels has been celebrated
since the 12th century. At the time
of the Reformation, the Lutherans
revised the celebration of former
holidays and saint days in order to
give greater prominence to the work
of Jesus. This festival commemorates the battle between Satan and
his evil angels and St. Michael and
the angels of the Lord. The readings
(Dan. 10:10–14; 12:1–3; Rev. 12:7–
12; Luke 10:17–20; Matt. 18:1–11)
describe how the Lord used Michael
and the angels to deliver His people
from the accusations of Satan.
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HOMESTEAD AND SANCTUARY

2017
Homestead
Worship
Services

Homestead and Sanctuary; words which are related in
a very unique setting. Home stead refers to a place
where a family dwells. Sanctuary refers to a place as
well, a holy place. The Homestead Service is offered
September 17
the third Sunday of every month in our Sanctuary.
October 15
The music offered at the Homestead Service has the
November 19
flavor of meditation and includes some lovely,
December 17
heartfelt expressions of a deeply personal nature that
will help draw you into personal, intimate, worship. This close
relationship with God lies deep within our souls; a holy place or
Sanctuary within us. The family values of love, unity, kindness, beauty,
creativity and gratitude are taught in the Home. These bountiful gifts
within us are free and filled with Christ-like attributes. Indeed, we are
called to be Christ-like. The song "Sanctuary" is printed below. This
song will be sung at the Homestead Service before the Gospel is read at
each and every Homestead Service starting in September. I hope it will
remain in your thoughts thru-out your daily living, as you visit that
inner holy place where God abides within you.
- Jeanne Julseth

“I am a member of Cooksville Lutheran. My favorite
moments are before worship starts. When the organists
play the prelude, or we have special music.
I like to close my eyes with the peace and
quiet, to listen and reflect on what’s
happening in my life.”
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Holy Communion
Every Sunday at 10:00 a.m.

May the body
and blood of our Lord
Jesus Christ strengthen us in
faith and bring us to eternal life.
We continue
communing by
tables the first
Sunday of each
month.

Upcoming
Worship Events &
High Holy Days
Oct. 29th
Reformation Sunday
Nov. 5th
All Saints Day
Nov. 26th
Christ the King

Attention: Adult Bible Study
Adult Bible Class will begin at 8:45 a.m. on September 17th.
Everyone is welcome. To prepare, please read Ecclesiastes
chapters one and two. See you then!
~Betty Hamilton

Did you know?
Abraham Lincoln quoted Ecclesiastes 1:4 in his
address to the reconvening Congress on December 1,
1862, during the darkest hours of the American Civil
War: "'One generation passeth away, and another
generation cometh: but the earth abideth for ever.'...Our strife
pertains to ourselves—to the passing generations of men; and
it can without convulsion be hushed forever with the passing of
one generation."
4
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The Worship Committee has been sort of in transition
this year because many of the things such as liturgies and hymns are
now well-managed by our staff at Cooksville Lutheran. We want you to
know that we are looking for new members who might add some insight and a few ideas for our mission. Two things that have been suggested are that we take over the coffee hour after worship on Sunday
mornings, continuing with a sign-up sheet but also trying to include
more people as servers, always working together so the task is not too
great for any one family. Another idea is that we reach out to new
people moving into Cooksville, offering information about worship and
inviting them to come to church. I am certain that there are other
thoughts and feelings about our worship services, and we would like to
hear from you. Current members are: Donna and Paul Haakenson,
Ilene Axford, Lynn Bednarek, Richard and Nancy Krake, and Pastor Karla. Again, if you are interested in joining the Worship Committee,
please contact any one of us. You would indeed be a blessing.
~Nancy Krake, Chairman

The CONNECT Team continues its work
and its mission to “Reach others by listening, meeting

needs, and recognizing gifts, showing His grace,
strength and love to us.” On September 9th, the
Cooksville team will convene with other CONNECT
teams at a Synod-led event as part of the 2-year program to which
they are committed.
This coming year the CONNECT team will be looking at more ways
Cooksville can strengthen its habits and show our commitment to our
shared ministry. They will look at year-round stewardship,
"narrative" budgeting, and writing our money autobiography. We
hope to use the strengths we see in our community as an invitation to
join it.
~Ilene Axford

5

Sunday School for elementary-aged
children is based on the readings for
worship. Students are invited to leave
worship during the sermon time,
returning in time for Communion with
their families. All children are invited to
attend, members or visitors. If you
know any children who may be
interested, please invite them to come
to worship! Classes resume Sept. 17th.
Help us continue the
rich tradition of music
here at Cooksville
Lutheran — the Choir
welcomes you to join,
as practices resume
On Wednesday, Sept.
13th at 7 pm!

This Month’s
Lessons
Sun. Sept. 10

No class—blessing of
students and teachers
during worship
Sun. Sept. 17
“Joseph Helps his
Family”
—Sherri Haakenson
Sun. Sept. 24

“The Vineyard
Workers”
—Curtis Brandt

Sunday School
Staff
New and returning teachers who
have volunteered to teach this
year!
Sunday School teachers for their
time teaching our youth. We
appreciate it!
Sunday School children — you
brighten our lives with your smiles
and your love of God!
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Curtis Brandt
(Sunday School
Coordinator)
Rhonda Wethal
Sherri Haakenson
Sue Parsons
Linda Sime
Connie Gregerson
Jennifer Nelson
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Wednesday at 10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary
Jesus said, “My house shall be called a house

of prayer.” -Matthew 21:13
Coming together for prayer on Wednesday
mornings is an opportunity to do what the Jesus
commands — to pray in God’s house. Praying
together also honors the people who have
entrusted us with their requests. They trust that
we will lift up their loved one in dedicated prayer.
If you have a prayer request and would like us to
pray for it, please fill out a card at the Sunday service or email the
office.

Thank you, Martha Johnson , for praying each Wednesday for all the
people on our prayer list and praying for our congregation. Everyone
is welcome to join in prayer on Wednesdays.

Please remember the following members and friends in prayer:
The family of Borghild Viney, Tara Krake-Davis, Gordy Starks, Virginia
Sime, Rev. John Shep, Katherine Snell, Dona Berge, Char Parsons,
John Tomlin, Louise Kluge, Evelyn Beyer, Marilyn Kueng, Pam Kiesler,
Joe Henn, Dave Messling, James T. Parsons, Marion Kjernes, Jan
Kettle, Robert Saunders, Anne Kurey, Michael LaMantia, John Garvan,
Kari David, Vicky Hubbell (pastor’s sister), Lynsey Wollin-Casey, and
Alexa (grand-daughter of Don Little).
CLC Special Friends: Anna Hanson, Charles Hoff, Don Farberg, Dorothy
Froemming, Larry Smith, Rhea Wethal, Ruth Erickson.
Military: Andrew Newcomb, Ben Berge.
“I have held many things in my hands, and I have lost them all;
but whatever I have placed in God's hands, that I still possess. “
~Martin Luther
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1 Scott Wethal
Robbie Hanson
2 Paige Winger
Rylee Wessels
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Trudy Cloud

12 Katie Haakenson

Nicole Bates

14 Rachel Whittier

Pat Foltz

15 Phil Hamilton

10 Nadine Kerl

19 Burt Wheeler

3 Ross Harried

Sherri Haakenson

26 Dylan Brandt

4 Herb Hanson

Anne Brunsell

29 Gary Weiser

6 Alec Lund-Olson

11 Randall Sime

God's left hand
A 6-year-old and his grandma went for a walk one autumn day.
“Look at the gorgeous leaves!” Grandma exclaimed. “Just think,
God painted each one of them just for us!”
“Yep,” said her grandson, “and he did it left-handed.”
Perplexed, Grandma asked, “Why do you think God used his left
hand to create all this beauty?”
“Because,” said the boy matter-of-factly, “we learned in Sunday
school that Jesus sits on God’s right one.”

Labor Day, Sept. 4th
Grandparents Day, Sept. 10th
Patriot Day, Sept. 11th
First day of Autumn, Sept. 22nd
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Special Thanks to …
...All who contributed to the the “Art in the Park”
celebration in late July —it was a great success.
Cooksville Lutheran was invited to participate in the
final event celebrating the 175th Anniversary of the
founding of the village. Gathering coordinated baking
and serving pie, donuts, lefse, and ethnic treats including krumkake and
braetzli. Cream pies, fruit pies, bars and cookies filled the tables. We sold
close to 50 pies.
Thanks to all who planned, shopped, baked, set up the sale area, served and
represented the church. You couldn't help but see what a good time people
were having and how much we enjoy working together. Many spent the
whole day helping. Thanks to your donations, $1,165.78 was added to the
church treasury. Not only was the day a financial success, but hundreds of
visitors to Cooksville got to observe Cooksville Lutheran members at work
together.
~Ilene Axford

175th Cooksville Celebration in the Park
Thank you Cooksville Lutheran Church for your Enthusiastic
Contribution of feeding our over 700 guests at the July 22
celebration. You and three other food vendors made that party a
day to remember and cherish with your absolutely Fabulous pies,
desserts and Norwegian pastries. A special thanks of ringing the
church bell at noon along with the other bells in the village to
signify the unity of the village and its neighbors. It was a huge effort
on the part of all who baked, led a tour of the church, rang the bell,
and most especially those who worked NON STOP in the old school
house, now known as the community center. Here is a fact you
may not know: The first year of Cooksville Lutheran Church Services

were held in the school since the church had yet to be built. The
services were in Norwegian.
So be glad that you were able to continue the partnership with the
village and rural area of Cooksville on its 175th birthday!
Thank you!
~Anniversary Committee members (Chris Beebe, Sue Ebbert,
Steve Ehle, Jeanne Julseth, Demetra Saloutos)
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Lutheran World Relief Boxcar Loading and
Congregational In-Gatherings Are Coming!
Attention all quilters and kit makers! The Lutheran World Relief
In-gathering in our synod is scheduled on Saturday, October 7th
from 7:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. Wisconsin Southern Railroad Yard 1890 E. Johnson St.- Madison
Instructions for “Personal Care Kits” or “Baby Care Kits” are
printed and available in the narthex.

*Please note that neither of these kits are to be put in plastic or
paper bags, they are to be folded securely in either the towel or
receiving blanket and then boxed with other “like” kits. Boxes
are set up in the narthex and will be replaced when full.

Hunger Doesn’t Take a Vacation!
The City of Stoughton thanks Cooksville Lutheran for the
following donations in 2017:
April — 50 pounds of food
July — $130.39 monetary donation
The Evansville Ecumenical Care Closet thanks
Cooksville Lutheran for the following donation:
July — $130.39 monetary donation

Thank you to everyone who
responded to our request for
sheets and fabric. It is much
appreciated! ~The Quilters
10
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LUAD Is At The Ready to Help!
Do You Know of Anyone Needing Help After the Summer Storms?

As you know, Lutherans United Assisting after Disasters (LUAD) is a
SCSW-ELCA supported and sanctioned disaster assistance organization
whose mission is to render disaster assistance services early following
a disaster. We render damage mitigation services (repairs or services
that will minimize any further insult from weather); removal of soaked
and construction materials to prevent mold; and many other services
to assist families in their transition to as near a normal as possible
while preparing for longer term disaster recovery.
Oftentimes communities are able to assist their own following a
disaster depending on the extent of need. However, if you become
aware of any survivors of the recent storms that could use additional
assistance beyond what the community can provide, please do not
hesitate to contact us. Those receiving assistance only need to be
survivors of disasters within the synod area and expressing a need for
that assistance
If you have any questions or have been made aware of need within
your communities, please do not hesitate to contact LUAD:
Dale Holmen, LUAD President
(608) 513-2570
holmendd13@att.net
Bob Nelson, LUAD Secretary
(608) 516-5655
rnelson130@charter.net
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Free concert by singer-songwriter & multiinstrumentalist Tracy Jane Comer on Thursday,
September 7th at 2:00 pm at the Heights at Evansville
Manor, 201 N. 4th St. The hour-long show is free and
open to the public!
September 8th Norwegian Fish Boil at West
Koshkonong Church in Stoughton, with music by “The
Promised Band.” See the flyer in the Fellowship Hall
for more details.
September 10th is the ELCA’s annual “God’s work. Our
hands” Sunday. As we observe the 500th anniversary of
the Reformation, we consider the words of Martin
Luther: “A Christian is lord of all, completely free of
everything; a Christian is a servant, completely attentive
to the needs of all.” See the office for materials if you
would like to participate in the Letter Writing Advocacy.
During worship on Sunday, September 10th, we will
have a special “Blessing of the Students and the
Teachers”. Please invite a school teacher, bring your
neighbors’ children, tell the bus drivers, and don’t forget
to thank our Sunday School staff for all they do here at
CLC!
Holy Cross day is September 14th. See page 2
for more information!
The first day of Autumn is September 22nd!
September 29th is the Festival of St. Michael and
All Angels. See page 2 for more information.
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Let’s Keep in Touch!
Please contact the church office if you or a family member:
Have a change of address or phone number
Would like to be added to the prayer list
Are interested in church membership
Become hospitalized or homebound
Would like to be baptized
If there is a death in your family

Chu r ch St aff
Church office: 608-882-4408
Pastor Karla Brekke: 608-751-0345
cooksvillelutheranpastor@gmail.com
Secretary, Kelsey Dunn
cooksvillelutheran@litewire.net
Worship Coordinator,
Donna Haakenson: 882-4131
Choir Director, Jeanne Julseth: 882-0505
Would you like to volunteer?

Contact the following people:
Ushers: Rosa Hanson (873-3459)
Worship Leaders: Nancy Krake
(882-5609 or nkrake@att.net)
Sunday School: Curtis Brandt
Coffee Hour: Sign-up sheet
Choir and Music: Jeanne Julseth
Tusen Takk!

Please see the
information in the
Fellowship Hall
regarding our
participation in the ELCA “God’s
work-Our Hands” Sunday, which
this year is on September 10th.
Please come to the office to submit
your letters. We will mail them all
together!
~Thank you!

Did you know that one of my favorite tasks here at church is
putting together the monthly newsletter? I enjoy it so much
because I feel very connected as I try to include something
for everyone—something they need or will enjoy, be that
information or inspiration!
Now that I have told you something you maybe did not know about me, I invite
YOU to share something too—see “Reflections from the Pews” on page 3 for an
example of a submission by one of our members. Email me, stop in the office, or
leave an anonymous note on my desk and I’d be happy to share your words in
our newsletter! I look forward to hearing from all of you!
~Kelsey Dunn, secretary
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Sept 3
Presiding
Minister
Assisting

Pastor Karla
Brekke

Sept 10
Pastor
Karla
Brekke

Sept 17

Sept 24

Pastor Karla Pastor Karla
Brekke
Brekke
Homestead

Ilene Axford

Curtis
Brandt

Phil Monk

Curtis
Brandt

Ushers

Phil & Betty
Hamilton

Rosa
Hanson

Rosa
Hanson

Rosa Hanson

Lector

Phil
Hamilton

Linda Sime

None

Connie
Gregerson

Cantor

Ilene Axford

Betty
Hamilton

Ensemble

Betty
Hamilton

Jeanne
Julseth

Naomi Shep

Minister
Communion
Assistant

Organist

Paul
Naomi Shep
Haakenson

Service

Curtis Brandt

Nancy Krake Curtis Brandt

Sunday
School
Teacher

(no class)

(no class)

Sherri
Haakenson

Curtis Brandt

Coffee Hour
Host

*This date is available!

**This date is

Joe and Erin
Wilder

*This date is available!
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available!
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MONDAY

11
9 am Quilting
11 am Staff Meeting

18
9 am Quilting
11 am Staff Meeting
7 pm Council Meeting

25
9 am Quilting
11 am Staff Meeting

10
10:00 Worship
11:00 Fellowship
Blessing of Students and
Teachers

17
8:45 Adult Study
10:00 Worship & Sun. School
11:00 Fellowship

24
8:45 Adult Study
10:00 Worship & Sun. School
11:00 Fellowship

LABOR DAY

4

3
10:00 Worship
11:00 Fellowship

will be offered following worship in the Narthex. This service is
offered free of charge for all who are interested.

On the first Sunday of every month, blood pressure screening

Free Blood Pressure Screenings

SUNDAY

26
9 am
Maintenance
Group

19
9 am
Maintenance
Group

12
9 am
Maintenance
Group

5
9 am
Maintenance
Group

TUESDAY

27
10 am Prayer
Time
7 pm Choir

20
10 am Prayer
Time
7 pm Choir

13
10 am Prayer
Time
7 pm Choir
Resumes!

6
10 am Prayer
Time

WED.

28

21

Holy
Cross
Day

14

7

THU.

29
St. Michael
Festival

22
10 am The
Gathering

15

8

1

FRI.

30

23

16

9

2

SAT.

C o o k s v i l l e L u t h e ra n C a l e n d a r f o r S e p t e m b e r 2 0 1 7
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Address Correction Requested

11927 W. Church Street

Cooksville Lutheran Church

