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As 4-H kids, July was the best month of the year
because all of our practice and preparations
with our projects and animals was finally to be
put on display for all to see at the county Fair!
It also meant we would see 4-H pals from other
towns and reunite for a week of fun and
friendship, surrounded by the things we loved
best! It was a celebration!
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Over the past few months, I have watched
Pastor Karla and her siblings in their excited
preparations for their family vacation to their
home country of Norway. It is not the first visit
for most of them, so they will no doubt be
enjoying reuniting with far-off friends and
family whom they seldom see, all with the
sweet nostalgia of “home” in their hearts.
Every week here at CLC, I see and hear the
planning meetings and musical practices for our
Sunday worship services and I know the care
and love that each staff member and volunteer
puts into these efforts. It is not for one mighty,
annual event, and it is not for an extended
reward of escape and relaxation. Every week
they prepare the opportunity for all who enter
this House that they may know Jesus Christ as
our Savior and that they may increasingly see
Him more clearly, love Him more dearly, and
follow Him more nearly...every day!
Thank you to all who prepare so diligently and
tirelessly for our weekly celebration of Christ’s
love for us, and for our reunions with our fellow
congregants and returning visitors and family
members! Thank you and God Bless you!!

July 2

Ecumenical Worship and Picnic at the Evansville Park—9:30 a.m.

July 9

5th Sun. after Pentecost

July 16

6th Sun. after Pentecost

July 23

7th Sun. after Pentecost

10:00 a.m.

July 30

8th Sun. after Pentecost

10:00 a.m.

10:00 a.m.
HOMESTEAD SERVICE

10:00 a.m.

Worship in the Park in Evansville on July 2…
On July 2, Cooksville will once again partner with St. John’s Lutheran Church
and other area churches as we worship in the park at the
upper level of Lake Leota Park in Evansville. Pastor George
Carlson is the interim pastor for St. John’s while Pastor Matt
is on sabbatical.
The service will begin at 9:30 am, followed by a pot-luck
picnic which includes pork sandwiches provided by a
member of St. John’s. There will be no service on July 2 at Cooksville. Please
consider attending this ecumenical worship service as we enjoy the great
outdoors and appreciate the elements of nature. All offerings will be
distributed to the individual churches as designated by the giver. Loose
offerings will be given to the Evansville Ecumenical Care Closet. For more
information or if you would like to help with this worship service in the form
of ushers, communion servers, providing picnic supplies, etc, please contact
Nancy Krake 882-5609.

Please contact Rosa Hanson
if you are able to volunteer
to USHER any dates in
August , September, or
October.
You may speak with her in
person at church or call her
at home at 873-3592.
Thank you!
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Please contact Nancy Krake if
you are able to volunteer to
LECTOR, CANTOR, or ASSIST
on the Sundays of August,
September, or October.
You may speak with her during Fellowship or call her at
608-751-7134. Thank you!
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Mutual Ministry Committee met on May 22 for further dis-

cussion about what "shared ministry" means for our congregation. We
asked how this kind of ministry could be evaluated. We asked how mutual ministry supports our mission goals. We wondered how and when
we might need to adjust the mission goals in light of the successes and
challenges of shared responsibility for being God's church.
Our mission goal is the one you see every Sunday on
your bulletin: "A Caring Community Empowered by God
to be Disciples of Christ.” To partner with us in that mission, our "Letter of Call" to Pastor Karla set more specific
goals. It suggested:
“that 30-35% of pastoral effort be used in worship/
sermon planning; another 30% used for administrative duties, including
stewardship and outreach programs; 20% for visitation of the sick, hospitalized and homebound and 20% for coordination of educational activities.”
We also reviewed the tasks assigned to the congregation: to support
these efforts, and to develop leadership to promote community and
spiritual growth while ascertaining God's plan for us.
We asked how these goals mesh with the activities that are being promoted and practiced today? We invite you to ask the same question. Are
the mission goals right for us at this time? The committee thinks they
are.
The committee feels that these guidelines continue to match our efforts
and activities. We note our current emphasis on increasing prayer, support and encouragement of and for each other. We strive to present a
welcoming attitude to our guests. We are mindful of the many gifts that
we each possess that we can offer each other. We practice noticing the
good in each other. These are the bones of mutual ministry -- a realization that what we do and say affects the community.
These are activities and attitudes that need daily renewal. One concrete
thing each of us can do each day is to tell someone that you notice and
appreciate who they are and what they do. Pray for each other; send a
note; smile; offer to help; say thanks; invite. Mutual Ministry. i
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The CONNECT Team :
Serving up Fellowship, with a side of meatballs
The team is grateful for the brainstorming done during the "progressive visiting" event done in June. The meatballs were tasty, and the group was "right
on" with naming strengths and gifts possessed by members of this congregation. The compiled list is lengthy and awesome. Individually and together we
are much blessed. We give thanks. Our challenge is to find new ways to use
these gifts for service offered in God's name and for his glorification.
Just to think about, we are printing the list of things that were named as your/
our strengths. Look at each as a possible way to connect with and reach out to
others.
What is your significant gift?
fixing things
writing
public service
helping others
see a need-fill a need
leadership
organization
problem solving
meatballs
cooking
listening
being a servant
hospitality
communication
organization
empathy
hospitality
visiting
crafts
promoting community
artwork
baking
helping others
caring
sewing
playing organ/piano
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What do you have to share?
problem solving
planes farming
God's presence in life
income
friendship
home
teaching
classroom music
Sunday school/working with kids
good news
visiting people
voice in song
meat balls
being a friend
community service activities
knowledge
history of church
quilt making
worldly goods
crafts
time
supporting people/compassion
teaching
art
(Continued on page 5)
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(Continued from page 4)

Name something you can teach
Cake /Easter egg decorating
training others in tricare
working with special needs children
coaching sports
God’s word /prayer
Yoga
Imagination
music
sewing
writing
gardening
compassion
life skills
being positive / self confidence
Expression through art
Sunday School
confirmation
Donut making
How to be helpful
Humility / compassion

What is the greatest asset of the
Cooksville Lutheran Church congregation?
Family
Fellowship
Tradition
Heritage/History
Music
Village connection
Community
Smaller / more personable
Acceptance
Commitment
Flexibility
Ministry
Devotion
Perseverance
The physical church

CONNECT is a renewal process that strives to empower congregations to grow spiritually, discover their gifts as a congregation, and
live out their faith in the community by sharing the gifts with which
they have been blessed. It is a two-year process that consists of
workshops, homework for the leaders, and the implementation in
the congregation. The next meeting is Thurs. July 13 at 6 pm.

God Bless America
God Bless America, Land that I love.
Stand beside her, and guide her
Thru the night with a light from above.
From the mountains, to the prairies,
To the oceans, white with foam
God bless America, My home sweet home.
Words and music by Irving Berlin
© Copyright 1938, 1939 by Irving Berlin
© Copyright Renewed 1965, 1966 by Irving Berlin
© Copyright Assigned to the Trustees of the God Bless America Fund
International Copyright Secured. All Rights Reserved.
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The Gathering Group continues to meet on the
fourth Friday of the month, at 10:00 am at the church. All are
welcome to attend these meetings and you need not be a
“master baker” or “kitchen elf” to be a part of this group!
July 22nd is the Bake Sale at the Community Center —thank you
in advance to all who contributed home-made goods, and/or
their time on the day of the event!
In August, Cooksville Lutheran will be the
“CHURCH of the MONTH” at the Skaalen
Home in Stoughton. Please join us at the July
meeting on the 28th if you are able to volunteer to help with any of the activities including
coordinating and serving food for the birthday
celebrations.

FUNDRAISER EVENTS UPDATES
July 22nd is the “Art in the Park” event in conjunction with the celebration of Cooksville’s 175 anniversary! CLC will be selling baked goods at
the Community Center, and the church will be open from 10am-2pm for
self-guided tours. Cookbooks and notecards will also be for sale.

Planning continues for the Harvest Dinner on November 5th (please note the change of date).
Thanks to Linda Sime for her leadership of the
team of volunteers and for all who are dedicated
to contributing to this event! Details coming
soon!
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~ Sunday School and Adult Studies are in recess until September ~
“Children in Worship”
The article was written by a young mom who brings her own kids to church. It
was taken from the blog source:
http://iamtotallythatmom.blogspot.com/20130501archive.html
(The author has given permission to publish this article for a church newsletter.)

Dear Parents of Young Children in Church,
You are doing something really, really important. I know it’s not easy. I
see you with your arms overflowing, and I know you came to church already tired. Parenting is tiring. Really tiring.
I watch you bounce and sway trying to keep the baby quiet, juggling the
infant car-seat and the diaper bag as you find a seat. I see you wince as
your child cries. I see you anxiously pull things out of your bag of tricks to
try to quiet them. And I see you with your toddler and your preschooler.
I watch you cringe when your little girl asks an innocent question in a
voice that might not be an inside voice let alone a church whisper. I hear
the exasperation in your voice as you beg your child to just sit, to be quiet as you feel everyone’s eyes on you. Not everyone is looking, but I
know it feels that way.
I know you’re wondering, is it worth it?
Why do I bother?
I know you often leave church more exhausted than fulfilled. But what you are doing is so important.
When you are here, the church is filled with a joyful noise.
When you are here, the Body of Christ is more fully present. When you
are here, we are reminded that this worship thing we do isn’t about Bible
study or personal, quiet contemplation but coming together to worship
(Continued on page 9)
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Faith Statement

Mekenzie Wagner
confirmed June 11th, 2017
“Over the past 3 years, I have had the best
opportunity to be a part of St. John’s confirmation
program. Pastor Matt makes confirmation a fun place I look forward to
being on Wednesday nights to sing and dance and celebrate God. We
always start the evening by recapping the last week’s topic in our large
group. Then Pastor Matt introduces the new topic and gives us questions
to answer in our small group. After we break into our small group, we
share our best and our worst with the group. We celebrate the “bests”
and help each other get through the “worsts” while praying for each
other. We spend the rest of our small group time answering questions
about that week’s topic.
The three most important lessons I took away from confirmation are
eternal life, God forgives sins, and the sacrifices God made for us.
I believe in eternal life. The bible says “he who hears my word, and
believes him who sent me, has eternal life, and does not go into
judgement, but has passed out of death into life.” I think it’s good news
that if I follow God, I will live eternally without judgement.
God loves us and forgives our sins. The bible says “This is love: not that
we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his son as a sacrifice for our
sin.” We all sin. I am glad to know that God will forgive me for my sins.
His forgiveness allows me to learn and grow in my faith.
My final reason out of many, is that God made sacrifices for
us…I mean…think about it, God loves in spite of the way
we’ve neglected him and rebelled against him. He loves us so
much, he came down from heaven in the person of his son,
Jesus, who gave his life for us. People these days don’t
sacrifice their kids for others. What God is willing to give for
me and for you shows his commitment to love and forgive us. I know I
want to spend my life following God so that I can learn to love and forgive
in the same way he does.
My life is different after confirmation. It taught me to make time to
connect with God every Wednesday for 3 years. I learned how important
it is to have faith and how to continue to build a strong relationship with
God. Confirmation at St. John’s gave me a great foundation to grow my
faith from for the rest of my life.”
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(Continued from page 7)

as a community where all are welcome, where we share in the Word
and Sacrament together. When you are here, I have hope that these
pews won’t be empty in ten years when your kids are old enough to
come. I know that they are learning how and why we worship, before
it’s too late. They are learning that worship is important. I see them learning. In the midst of the cries,
whines, and giggles, in the midst of the crinkling of
pretzel bags and the growing pile of crumbs .
I see a little girl who insists on going two pews up to
share peace with someone she’s never met. I hear a
little boy slurping (quite loudly) every last drop of his communion wine
out of the cup determined not to miss a drop of Jesus.
I watch a child excitedly color a cross and point to the one in the front
of the sanctuary. I hear the echoes of Amens just a few seconds after
the rest of the community says it together. I watch a boy just learning
to read try to sound out the words in the worship book or count his
way to Hymn 672. Even on weeks when I can’t see my own children
learning because, well it’s one of those mornings, I can see your children learning. I know how hard it is to do what you’re doing, but I want
you to know, it matters.
It matters to me. It matters to my children to not be alone in the pew.
It matters to the congregation to know that families care about faith,
to see young people… and even on those weeks when you can’t see
the little moments, it matters to your children. It matters that they
learn that worship is what we do as a community of faith, that everyone is welcome, that their worship matters.
When we teach children that their worship matters, we teach them
that they are enough right here and right now as members of the
church community. They don’t need to wait until they can believe,
pray or worship a certain way to be welcome here, and I know adults
who are still looking to be shown that. It matters that children learn
that they are an integral part of this church, that their prayers, their
songs, and even their badly (or perfectly timed depending on who you
(Continued on page 10)
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(Continued from page 9)

ask) cries and whines are a joyful noise because it means they are present.

I know it’s hard, but thank you for what
you do when you bring your children to
church. Please know that your family –
with all of its noise, struggle, commotion,
and joy –are not simply tolerated, you are
a vital part of the community gathered in
worship.

“Jesus Loves the Little Children….all the Children of the World….”
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Connie Gregerson
Jennifer
Williamson
Lisa White
John Haines
Lillian Hatlen
Nathan Axford
Dorothy
Froemming
Mary Farberg
Tara Krake
Curtis Brandt
Alex Wileman

19
22
24
26
27
29
30

Rebekah Winger
David Harrington
Georgia Erickson
Rhea Wethal
Carol Harried
Delbert
Schneeberger
Jenna Wethal
David Viney
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Please remember the following members and friends in prayer:
Virginia Sime, Rev. John Shep, Lynsey Wollin-Casey, Vicky
Hubbell (pastor’s sister), Katherine Snell, Dona Berge, Char
Parsons, John Tomlin, Tara Krake-Davis, Louise Kluge, Evelyn
Beyer, Borghild Viney, Marilyn Kueng, Pam Kiesler, Joe Henn,
Dave Messling, James T. Parsons, Marion Kjernes, Jan Kettle,
Robert Saunders, Anne Kurey, Michael LaMantia, John Garvan, Kari David, and Alexa (grand-daughter of Don Little).
CLC Special Friends: Anna Hanson, Charles Hoff,
Don Farberg, Robert Hanson, Dorothy Froemming, Larry Smith, Rhea Wethal, Ruth Erickson.
Military: Andrew Newcomb, Ben Berge.
A Prayer for July 4
Almighty and ever-living God, we humbly
praise you for the nation in which you have
allowed us to live.
We cherish its wonder and its beauty. We
are thankful for its fruitful lands, its bountiful waters, its great
resources and its unlimited opportunities.
We thank you for our founding fathers and mothers, and for
their foresight, special wisdom, and steadfast courage in
establishing freedom and a lasting document of fairness.
Stir up within each of us the will to be good stewards of all
the blessings of the land we love.
Amen.
11

Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one
another with whatever gift each of you has received. -1 Peter 4:10

Special Thanks to ...

S Those who give so generously to financially support the
ministry of Cooksville Lutheran Church.
S All the volunteers who behind the scene continue to give
freely of their skills and time take help keep Cooksville
Lutheran a thriving community.

Special Thanks from ...
The Steeple to Steeple Bike Ride Fundraiser Committee, who
acknowledged all who donated time, food and money to the
second annual Steeple to Steeple Bike Ride to end hunger. Final
tallies of the number of participants and donations will be
printed in the August newsletter.

If you would like to volunteer at the July 2nd Ecumenical Worship in the Park in Evansville,
please contact Nancy Krake at 882-5609 or 751-7134.
If you would like to contribute home-made goods for the Bake Sale on
July 22nd, please call Ilene Axford 873-6914.
If you would like to volunteer time in August for the Skaalen Home
activities, please call Pat Foltz at 455-1522.
If you would like to volunteer at the Evansville Ecumenical Care Closet
in Evansville, call or stop by during their normal hours: Tuesdays and
Thursdays from noon—5 pm and Saturdays from 9 am to noon, 206 S.
Madison Street, Evansville. They are in need!
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Let’s Keep in Touch!
Church office: 608-882-4408;
11927 W. Church St., Evansville, WI 53536
Pastor Karla Brekke: 608-751-0345 cooksvillelutheranpastor@gmail.com

Office: cooksvillelutheran@litewire.net
Kelsey Dunn, Secretary
Worship Coordinator, Donna Haakenson: 608-882-4131
Choir Director, Jeanne Julseth: 608-882-0505
Pastor Karla is usually in the office
on Mondays & Wednesdays. Please
call and make an appointment if
you would like to visit with her.
608-751-0345. She returns from
vacation July 16th.
Bulletin Printing Day
The weekly bulletin is printed on
Wednesdays. If you have anything
you wish to include, please have it
to the office by Monday.

On the first
Sunday of the
month, a free
blood pressure
screening will be
offered
following
worship in the
Narthex. This
service is offered free of charge
for all who are interested.
Please invite others who may
benefit from these free
screenings!

2017 Cooksville Church Council
Betty Hamilton (Pres.) 608-882-5757
Tom Severson (V.P.) 608-873-6552
Sue Parsons (Sec.) 608-295-8796
Herb Hanson 608-455-6778
Tom Hatlen 608-882-4186
Bob Haakenson 608-758-9295
Randy Sime 608-931-8896
Laura Pehler 608-835-7552
Tom Parsons (Treas.) 608-295-1697

Local Food Pantry Needs:
Anyone may drop off items in the
basket in our Narthex.
Thank you so much!
Here are some items that we
currently need for the food
pantries: Canned Soups, Canned
Fruit, Hamburger-helper, Tuna
Fish, Toothbrushes, Toilet paper,
Deodorant, Shampoo, Feminine
Products, Bath Soap, Toothpaste.

Food & Fellowship
We always have such a good time visiting and encouraging one another following worship. Please stay a while to snack and enjoy good
conversation. There is a Food and Fellowship Sign-up Sheet if you
would like to host or sponsor refreshments on one of the upcoming
Sundays.
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July 2
Presiding
Minister
Assisting
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Park
Evansville

Communion
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9:30 am
(see p. 3
for info)
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14

Paul

Naomi Shep Haakenson

Kelsey
Dunn

Cooksville Lutheran Church—July 2017 Newsletter

15

31
9 am Quilting
11 am Staff Meeting

30
10:00 Worship
11:00 Fellowship

23
10:00 Worship
11:00 Fellowship

17
9 am Quilting
11 am Staff Meeting
7 pm Council
Meeting
24
9 am Quilting
11 am Staff Meeting

16
10:00 Homestead
Worship
11:00 Fellowship

MONDAY

10
9 am Quilting

3

9
10:00 Worship
11:00 Fellowship

(No worship at
Cooksville)

2
9:30 Service @ the Park
Upper Shelter Lake
Leota Evansville
Potluck to follow

SUNDAY

25
9 am
Maintenance
Group

18
9 am
Maintenance
Group

11
9 am
Maintenance
Group

4
Independence Day

TUESDAY

26
12 pm
Prayer Time

19
12 pm
Prayer Time

12
12 pm
Prayer Time

5
12 pm
Prayer Time

WED.

THU.

27

20

13
6 pm
CONNECT

6

FRI.

28
10 am The
Gathering

21

14

7

SAT.

29

22
“Art in the
Park”
10a—3p
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Address Correction Requested

11927 W. Church Street
Evansville, WI 53536

Cooksville Lutheran Church

