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My help comes from the Lord
The Maker of heaven and earth.
The Lord will keep you from all harm,
He will keep watch over your life;
The Lord will keep watch over your
coming and going
Both now and forevermore.
~Psalm 121: 2, 7, 8
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What a year this has been. It started with the
death of my father twelve months ago and
ended with my mother and brother’s family in
the path of Hurricane Irma in Florida two
weeks ago. In between Naomi underwent
two surgeries and my diagnosis and
treatment for cancer. My last chemotherapy
treatment was August 4 and last radiation
was September 26. My latest CT-Scan and
MRI show no signs of cancer for which I am
truly thankful. My treatment was a little like
how we Lutherans understand salvation. It is
not what we do that saves our life. We do
(Continued on page 2)

A special congregational meeting will be held in mid-January
to determine whether or not to issue a call to Pastor Karla,
whose current contract ends in February.
Questions? Call Betty Hamilton 882-5757

Also, Pastor Erik Jelinek will be at the church on Saturday, Nov 18 from 9:00 to
11:00 am. All are invited to this meeting, and leaders of all church groups are
especially needed. (see page 3 for more information)

(Continued from page 1)

nothing. We are completely passive and someone else does all the
work. Cancer, like sin, must be overcome and destroyed. It cannot be
merely contained. My doctors spent many long years studying so that
they may apply their knowledge toward the goal of saving cancer
stricken lives. What many consider the greatest hymn to be written,
Martin Luther presents what God does through Christ in order to save
us. The hymn, “Dear Christians One and All Rejoice” presents the
Gospel in all its truth and purity:
The Son obeyed His Father’s will, was born of the virgin mother;
And, God’s good pleasure to fulfill, He came to be my brother.
His royal pow’r disguised He bore, a servant’s form. Like mine, He wore,
To lead the devil captive.
To me He said: “Stay close to me, I am your rock and castle.
Your ransom I myself will be; for you I strive and wrestle;
For I am yours and you are mine, and where I am you may remain;
The foe shall not divide us.
“Though he will shed my precious blood, of life me thus bereaving,
All this I suffer for your good; be steadfast and believing.
Life will from death the vict’ry win; my innocence shall bear your sin;
And you are blest forever.”
Hymn 299, vs. 6-8 LBW

Thank you, dear friends for all the prayers raised to heaven on our
behalf, the many cards and letters, and phone calls that came our
way. This thank you letter is but a humble and joyful acknowledgment
that Cooksville is a truly loving and caring congregation.
Therefore my hope is in the Lord and not in mine own merit;
It rests upon His faithful Word to them of contrite spirit
That He is merciful and just, this is my comfort and my trust.
His help I wait with patience.
“Out of the Depths I Cry to Thee” by Martin Luther
Lutheran Hymnary, Hymn 273:3

A Blessed 500th Anniversary of the Reformation!
John and Naomi Shep

Thank you to everyone for your prayers during my back surgery and
recovery. I felt your prayers and love and they have played a part in
my healing. I am now back to work and looking forward to all of our
November activities. God’s peace be with you.
-Pastor Karla
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CONNECT starts its second year of renewal activities this month. We
were reminded at the September retreat, that the program is designed
to help congregations devise a renewed plan for ministry. This should be
completed by April 2018. The plan will be developed by working with
congregation members to understand and appreciate our strengths, by
increasing prayer and study and by asking for God's guidance in
discerning what God needs us to do here and now. This work includes
understanding the inevitability of change and being open to positive
efforts to use it.The plan should reflect our thoughtful consideration of
how to do God's work in our unique setting.
Increasing our prayer time is our first activity. It is
the Lutheran belief that prayer time is talking with
and listening to God. Our prayer looks for
confirmation that what we are doing is God's work.
It is also trusting that God is answering those
prayers

Consideration of the needs in our communities and what our
congregation can offer to meet these needs is the goal of the next
activity. To that end, Pastor Erik Jelinek will meet with Cooksville
Lutheran to introduce and train members to talk with community leaders
about what the needs are. Pastor Erik will be at the church on Nov 18
from 9:00 to 11:00. All are invited to this meeting, and leaders of all
church groups are especially needed. CONNECT activities were always
intended to ripple through the congregation. It brings to life our mutual
ministry to do God's work.
The third task we are asked to do (to help us come to the April action
plan) is to develop "our story", a story of our identity similar to a Bible
story. For example, is our history similar to the Adam and Eve story, the
years of wandering in the desert story, Ruth's story of leaving her home
to follow God's direction, or any one of countless others. We invite ideas
from everyone to help us identify the perfect story choice and use it to
help us with our "plan". At the training meeting of Nov. 18, we will learn
more about this fun activity.
Please consider making time to be part of the Nov. 18 morning meeting. I
suspect that CONNECT team will even provide bakery treats! Any
questions, call a team member.
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On this Sunday
we remember
everyone who
makes up the
“Communion
of Saints”:
those in every time and place
who are our brothers and
sisters in Christ. We especially
remember the newly baptized
and those who have died in
recent years. We believe that
we are united in Christ in a
living community that stands
before the eternal God who is
lovingly present in all places
and in all ages.
On Sunday, November 5, you
will have an opportunity to light
a candle and place it on the
altar for your loved ones who
have passed into life eternal.
Votive candles will be available
for you to use.

This is a visual reminder that
whenever we stand before God,
we stand in the presence of the
saints who worship God with
us. Whenever we commune,
we are joined to the body of
Christ — which is a real living
community of all who have died
and all the baptized throughout
the world.
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Kenneth Jergen Haakenson
Born: April 25, 1923
Baptized June 17, 1923 at CLC
Entered Church Triumphant April 6
Robert J. Hanson
Born: November 21, 1945
Transferred April 20, 1972 to CLC
Entered Church Triumphant July 17
Borghild Marie Haakenson Viney
Born: July 22, 1920
Baptized August 29, 1920 at CLC
Entered Church Triumphant Aug. 10
Rest eternal grant them, O Lord
And let light perpetual
shine upon them.
During the Sundays of November a
Book of Remembrance will be on a
table in the narthex so that you may
write your loved ones’ names in it.

This Sunday is the last Sunday of
the church year. We end the
year just like we anticipate the
end of all ages — in a festive
celebration of Jesus as King of
(Continued on page 5)
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Kings and Lord of Lords. He will
come again to gather all
peoples, living and dead, for the
“marriage feast of the Lamb,”
which will have no end.
The following Sunday is the First
Sunday of Advent, the beginning
of a new church year.
Throughout the year we will
follow in the footsteps of Jesus:
in his birth, baptism, ministry,
death, and resurrection.

The season of
Advent is about
anticipating and
preparing for
Christ’s arrival.
The Word of God,
Jesus Himself, is “coming to us.”
God comes to us in many and
various ways. He speaks to us
through the prophets and saints.
He comes in the beauty and
mysteries of nature. Most of all,
God comes in the person of
Christ, speaking to his listeners
face to face. Emmanuel — “God
With Us” — visited the earth in
person, and now, through the
Holy Spirit is within every
baptized believer and present
wherever two or three are
gathered in His name. Christ is
present with us in the bread and
wine of Holy Communion and in
the proclaimed Word, the
Gospel.

Anticipation...
I've heard it said;
"anticipation is
everything" and
perhaps looking
forward is a
positive energy to keep our
direction clear and on purpose.
As we finish celebrating the
Reformation and Christ the King
Sundays, we realize that Advent is
just around the corner.
With that in mind, I'd like to invite
all of you to ANTICIPATE and look
forward to the “WELCOME to
BETHLEHEM” program which
will take place on Homestead
Sunday, Dec. 17. This is your
chance to invite others to be a
part of this Narrative with live
participants.
There are:
a. NO rehearsals
b. NO lines to memorize
c. NO worry about where you
stand
Instead, there are:
a. wonderful costumes!
b. parts for everyone at any
age!
c. many smiles of wonder...
...as the beloved story of
Christ's birth is told by the
INN KEEPER.
Mark your calendars and invite
friends, family and neighbors to be
a part of this beautiful visit to
BETHLEHEM.

Jeanne Julseth -staff
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GATHER WITH US!
The Gathering meets on the 4th
Friday of each month at 10:30
am.

Sunday,
Nov. 5th, 2:00 am.

Please join us for
the meetings and
sometimes for a
restaurant lunch
afterwards!

Did You Know?
There are angels among us!

Hanging of
the Greens
Sunday, December 3
We need help to decorate the
church for Advent & Christmas!

Following worship
on Dec. 3rd we
will decorate the
church and fill
cookie tins for our
special friends,
and enjoy a light
lunch of sloppy
joes courtesy of Kevin Brekke.

This year we have enjoyed some
helping hands who are not members of CLC but cheerfully volunteered to help for our Harvest
Dinner!
Berta Whittier
Jenn Sime Williamson
John Sathre
Mary Kohlman
Richard Rosman
Austin Greenwood
Tamara Jeske
Mary Zimmerman

THANK YOU SO MUCH!

The Mutual Ministry Committee

met in October to renew
their commitment to help the congregation identify and feel confident
about God's work at Cooksville Lutheran. The group hopes to work with
Pastor Karla, church Council, CONNECT and
other leaders to review current practices, the
call document, the constitution and concerns
that have been expressed. The group believes
that through open communication and
respectful dialogue, a clearer idea of our
mutual mission goals will emerge.
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HARVEST DINNER!
Sunday Nov. 5th!
Invite all of your friends and neighbors to celebrate the
harvest season in Cooksville, and the abundance we are
blessed with every day!

Turkey, mashed potatoes, gravy, squash,
green beans, cranberry sauce, dinner
rolls, lefse, beverages and dessert!
Serving from 11:30 am to 3:00 pm.
Adults $10 Children $5 (ages 6-12)

From the Pews ...
“Here is what I get out of our church:
Get your priorities in order.
Faith, family, and friends.
Live by the Golden Rule.
Treat others as you would like to
be treated.
That about covers it all!”
~Quote from Norma (Hatlen) Schwarting, reprinted from the
125th Anniversary Memory book.

Be joyful, always; pray continually; give thanks in all
circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.
Do not put out the Spirit’s fire: do not treat the prophecies
with contempt. Test everything. Hold onto the good.
Avoid every kind of evil.
May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through
and through. May your whole spirit, soul, and body be kept
blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.
~1 Thessalonians 5: 16—23
7

1 Christian Farberg
7 Cheryl Haakenson
Bill Schwarting
8 Jayne Mallon
12 Kriss Hamilton

Quilting News:
Thanks to your
donations and the
hard work of the
quilters, we made
158 quilts this year.
We sent 146 to
Lutheran World
Relief and 12 to
AWARE in Evansville.
As always, we need
new fabric and clean
old sheets. We also
need someone who
could sew kits at
home. Contact Betty
at 882-5757.
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16 Bob Haakenson
Hope Larson
20 Rochelle Jaworski
22 Brook Starks
25 Trudy Stace

A Prayer of Thanksgiving
Merciful and generous Lord, you
open your loving hands and
bless us abundantly every day of
our lives. Even when we go
through dark times — suffering,
sorrow, pain, desperation — you
assure us that your loving, everlasting arms will not let us go.
How generous are all your benefits, how supportive, how comforting to experience.
Today we join with “the great
cloud of witnesses” who once
praised you on Earth and now
glorify you in heaven, offering
our deepest gratitude for all the
gifts you so generously give.
Accept then our thanksgiving for
your love, your grace and all the
blessings you bestow on us daily. Through Jesus Christ our
Lord, Amen.
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Sunday School for elementaryaged children is
based on the
readings for
worship.
Students are
invited to leave
worship during
the sermon time, returning in
time for Communion with their
families. All children are invited
to attend, members or visitors. If
you know any children who may
be interested, please invite them
to come to worship!

This Month’s
Lessons
Sun. Nov 5th

Be Humble
Sherri Haakenson
Sun. Nov 12th

Ten Bridesmaids
Rhonda Wethal
Sun. Nov 19th

Parable of the Talents
Sue Parsons
Sun. Nov 26th

Sheep and Goats

Sunday School Staff

Jennifer Nelson

Curtis Brandt

(Sunday School Coordinator)
Rhonda Wethal
Sherri Haakenson
Sue Parsons
Linda Sime
Connie Gregerson
Jennifer Nelson

Adult Bible Study
Join us for
Adult Bible Study!
Sundays at 8:45 am.
See you there,
Betty Hamilton
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Wednesday 10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary
Jesus said, “My house shall be called a house

of prayer.” -Matthew 21:13
Coming together for prayer on Wednesdays is
an opportunity to do what Jesus commands —
to pray in God’s house. Praying together also
honors the people who have entrusted us with
their requests. They trust that we will lift up
their loved one in dedicated prayer.

Thank you, Martha Johnson and Art and Doris
Olsen, for praying each Wednesday for all the
people on our prayer list and praying for our congregation.
Everyone is welcome to join in prayer on Wednesdays.

Please keep the following people in your prayers:
Nancy Anderson and Pastor Nordby and family,
Rev. John Shep, Gary Wiser, Katherine Snell, Sue
Parsons, Tara Krake-Davis, Kaj Anderson, Gordy
Starks, Dona Berge, Harlow Phillips, John Tomlin,
Louise Kluge, Evelyn Beyer, Marilyn Kueng, Tori,
Dale Westaby, Joe Henn, Dave Messling, Marion
Kjernes, Jan Kettle, Robert Saunders, Anne Kurey, Michael
LaMantia, John Garvan, Kari David, and Vicky Hubbell,.
CLC Special Friends: Anna Hanson, Charles Hoff, Don Farberg,
Dorothy Froemming, Larry Smith, Rhea Wethal, Ruth Erickson,
Virginia Sime.
Military: Andrew Newcomb, Ben Berge.
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Christ, Our Feast...
Christ is not only a remedy for
your weariness and trouble, but
he will give you an abundance of
the contrary, joy and delight.
They who come to Christ do not
only come to a resting place
after they have been wandering
in a wilderness, but they come
to a banqueting house where they may rest, and where they
may feast. They may cease from their former troubles and toils,
and they may enter upon a course of delights and spiritual
joys. —Jonathan Edwards

Looking ahead to the Holiday Season …

Mark your calendars now!
December 3—Sunday
“Hanging of the Greens” at Cooksville Lutheran,
following worship. Help decorate the church for Advent/Christmas
and then enjoy a light lunch of Sloppy Joes by Kevin Brekke. Pack
cookies for holiday boxes.
December 17—Sunday
Homestead Sunday will feature our annual “Welcome to Bethlehem”
pageant at 10:00 am. See page 5 for more information!

December 24—Sunday
Worship will be at 10:00 am, including communion, and
there will also be a Christmas Eve Candle-Light Worship at
4:00 p.m.
December 25—Monday

There will be no worship service on Christmas Day.
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Introducing

Lutheran World Relief
Farmers Market Coffee!

LWR Farmers Market Coffee is a new line of coffee sourced directly
from farmers participating in Lutheran World Relief projects. Every delicious cup helps transform poor communities that depend on their
coffee crop to feed their families.
To order, go to:

lwrfarmersmarket.org
Local Food Pantry Needs
The Evansville Food Pantry
gives Thanksgiving bags to
families in the area. Area
churches donate the items to
be included in the bags.
Your participation in this
gathering will be greatly
appreciated by area
families. Thank you!
*As a reminder, expired items
cannot be accepted. Please check
the dates on your donations.
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Planning Ahead for Christmas Poinsettias
It is time to start thinking about flowers for
Christmas. There will be sign-up sheets for
poinsettias at church and in the December
newsletter. Please sign up early as the deadline
will be coming up before you know it!!

Let’s Keep in Touch!
Please contact the church office if you or a family member:
Have a change of address or phone number
Would like to be added to the prayer list
Are interested in church membership
Become hospitalized or homebound
Would like to be baptized

Church Staff
Church office: 608-882-4408; 11927 W. Church St., Evansville, WI 53536
Pastor Karla Brekke: 608-751-0345 cooksvillelutheranpastor@gmail.com
Secretary, Kelsey Dunn: cooksvillelutheran@litewire.net
Worship Coordinator, Donna Haakenson: 608-882-4131
Choir Director, Jeanne Julseth: 608-882-0505

New volunteers are
always welcome
Contact the following people:
Ushers: Rosa Hanson (873-3592)
Worship Leaders: Nancy Krake
(882-5609 or nkrake@att.net)
Sunday School: Curtis Brandt
Cleaning the church: Church Office
Coffee Hour: Church Office or Nancy
Krake (882-5609 or nkrake@att.net)

Thank you to the many volunteers
who help with worship, hospitality,
teaching, and cleaning the church. We
appreciate all you do!

2017 Cooksville Church Council
Betty Hamilton (Pres.)
Tom Severson (V.P.)
Sue Parsons (Sec.)
Tom Parsons (Treasurer)
Randy Sime
Tom Hatlen
Bob Haakenson
Paul Haakenson
Laura Pehler
Herb Hanson
*Meetings are held at 7:00 pm the
third Monday of the month and are
open to the congregation.
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Nov 5

Nov 12

Nov 19

Assisting
Minister

Curtis
Brandt

Nancy Krake (Homestead)

Communion
Assistant

Curtis
Brandt

Nancy Krake

Ushers

Phil
Hamilton

Cantor

Betty
Hamilton

Altar Guild

Anne RemleyHaines

Richard
Krake

Anne RemleyHaines

Phil & Betty
Hamilton

Art & Doris
Olsen

Haakenson
(Homestead)
Family

Connie
Gregerson

Rosa Hanson Rosa Hanson

Lector

Nov 26

Betty
Hamilton

(Homestead)

Betty
Hamilton

Pat Foltz and Ilene Axford

Organist

Paul
Haakenson

Naomi Shep

Jeanne
Julseth

Naomi Shep

Sunday
School
Teacher

Sherri
Haakenson

Rhonda
Wethal

Sue
Parsons

Jennifer
Nelson

Coffee Hour
Host

HARVEST
DINNER

Kathie Gunn

RemleyBrunsell
Family

Sime Family
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SUNDAY

6
9 am Quilting
11 am Staff Meeting

13
9 am Quilting
11 am Annual Staff
Meeting w/ Worship
Committee

20
9 am Quilting
11 Staff Meeting
7 pm Council Meeting

27
9 am Quilting
11 am Staff Meeting

5 ALL SAINTS SUNDAY
8:45 Adult Study
9:30 Choir Rehearsal
10:00 Worship & Sun. School
11:30-3 pm HARVEST DINNER

12 TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY AFTER
PENTECOST
8:45 Adult Study
10:00 Worship & Sun. School

19 CHRIST THE KING SUNDAY
8:45 Adult Study
9:30 Choir Rehearsal
10:00 Worship & Sun. School
11:00 Fellowship

26 FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT
8:45 Adult Study
9:30 Choir Rehearsal
10:00 Worship & Sun. School
11:00 Fellowship

offered following worship in the Narthex. This service is offered free of
charge for all who are interested. Please invite others who may benefit
from these free screenings

On the first Sunday of every month, a free blood pressure screening will be

MONDAY

28
9 am
Maintenance
Group

21
9 am
Maintenance
Group

14
9 am
Maintenance
Group

7
9 am
Maintenance
Group

31
9 am
Maintenance
Group

TUESDAY

29
10:00 am Prayer
Time
7 pm Choir

22
10:00 am Prayer
Time
7 pm Choir

15
10:00 am Prayer
Time
7 pm Choir

8
10:00 am Prayer
Time
7 pm Choir

1
10:00 am Prayer
Time
7 pm Choir

WED.

30
6 pm
CONNECT

THANKSGIVING

24

16

9

2
6 pm
CONNECT

THU.

FRI.

24
10:30 am
The
Gathering

17

11

3

C o o k s v i l l e L u t h e ra n C a l e n d a r f o r N o v e m b e r 2 0 1 7

Free Blood Pressure Screenings

15

SAT.

25

18
CONNECT
Leadership
Meeting

12

4
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Address Correction Requested

11927 W. Church Street
Evansville, WI 53536

Cooksville Lutheran Church

