A Caring Community Empowered
by God to be Disciples of Christ

To the South-Central Synod of
Wisconsin
A Message from Bishop Mary Froiland
Grace and Peace, from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
Thank you for joining together this weekend as one synod. Over
9,000 members of140 plus congregations and worshiping
communities throughout this region of south central Wisconsin,
together. Meeting in our various ministry sites and in Assembly
in Middleton to worship, pray, sing, and reflect on God’s Word
and will for our lives as the Body of Christ in the world today.
You may have noticed that this year we are commemorating the
500th anniversary of the beginning of the Protestant
Reformation. 500 years ago, in October of 1517, Martin Luther,
an Augustinian monk in Wittenburg, Germany, set off a chain of
events that changed Christianity forever. We Lutherans have
been uniquely shaped by that heritage. It continues to inform
how we are church, together, in this time and place, for the sake
of the world.
But we don’t live in 16th century Germany anymore, and the
issues that the church confronted at that time are not the same
issues that concern us today.
So now what? Where are we headed as we begin the next 500
years? What is the church’s mission in this day and age? How
are we to address the unique challenges and concerns of our
21st century global context in ways that are faithful to the gospel
(Continued on page 8)

Pentecost started as a Jewish festival commemorating God’s giving the Law to the Israelites 50 days after they escaped from
slavery in Egypt (the Passover). It was also a
harvest festival where the people brought
the first fruits of their crops to Jerusalem as
offerings to God during the festival.
Fifty days after the Resurrection, the first
Christians, most of them Jews, gathered to
celebrate this festival.
At that gathering something happened that
was so awesome and indescribable that
when writing about it, St. Luke could only use metaphors. A sound like
the rush of a violent wind filled the entire house where they were
meeting. Something like tongues of fire appeared among them — a
tongue rested on each of them.
It was then that they “were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to
speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability” (Acts 2:4,
NRSV). The crowd that gathered outside was amazed and perplexed.
They wanted to know what it meant. Some observers thought it was a
gathering of drunks.
But Peter interpreted it all correctly to anyone who would listen. He
told of Christ, his life, his mission, his death and his Resurrection. Most
importantly, Peter explained that God had made Jesus both Lord and
Messiah. The proof of that was the Resurrection.
Three thousand people were so moved by Peter’s words that they
were baptized that day and “devoted themselves to the apostles’
teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers” (Acts 2:42). The first Christians became a family “of one heart and
soul” (Acts 4:32). We, too, can be in union with one another when we
allow the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts.
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The Holy Trinity is always celebrated on the Sunday after Pentecost.
It’s a day for focusing on the Triune God — the Father, the Son and
the Holy Spirit.

Beloved Hymn—”Holy, Holy, Holy”
Reginald Heber (1783-1826), a vicar and hymn-writer in England,
composed the beloved hymn “Holy, Holy, Holy” specifically for
Trinity Sunday, with lyrics based on Rev. 4:8-11.
The joyful song celebrates the eternal, omnipotent Triune God.
Throughout the verses, Heber used units of three to symbolize the
Trinity (God is “perfect in power, in love and purity”; God is
worshiped by saints, cherubim and seraphim; and he’s praised “in
earth and sky and sea”).

Holy, holy, holy,
Lord God Almighty!
Early in the morning
Our song shall rise to thee.
Holy, holy, holy,
Merciful and mighty!
God in three persons,
Blessed Trinity!

Holy, holy, holy!
Though the darkness hide thee,
Though the eye of sinfulness
Thy glory may not see,
Only Thou art holy;
There is none beside thee,
Perfect in pow’r,
In love and purity.

Holy, holy, holy!
All the saints adore thee,
Casting down their golden crowns
Around the glassy sea;
Cherubim and seraphim
Falling down before thee,
Which wert and art,
And evermore shalt be.

Holy, holy, holy!
Lord God Almighty!
All thy works shall praise thy name
In earth and sky and sea.
Holy, holy, holy,
Merciful and mighty!
God in three persons,
Blessed Trinity!
Text: Reginald Heber, Music: John B Dykes
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Mekenzie Wagner will affirm her faith
in Christ Jesus on Sunday, June 11th at
CLC. Please join us that day, and also on
Monday, June 5th at 6:00 pm for a meal to
celebrate this child of God!
Mekenzie is the daughter of Michael and Stacy Wagner, sister of
Leah. She attended confirmation classes at St. John’s in Evansville.

Nicole (Bates) Czyzewski & Michael Czyzewski
Married on May 28, 2017
May God enrich their love and bless their union!

June Birthdays
1
2
4
5

Randy Schneeberger
Jake White
Leah Wagner
Rhonda Tomlin
Laura Pehler

6
8
21
26
28

Vicki Wethal
Ruth Erickson
Kenneth Kueng
Mary Gregerson
Nathan Gallagher
Matthew Gunn

Adult Bible Study and CLC Sunday School are adjourned for the
summer. Classes will resume in September!
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Wednesdays Noon-12:30 p.m.
Join us any Wednesday as we gather to pray for the people on our
prayer list and for the people and ministries of Cooksville Lutheran
Church. If you have a prayer request and would like us to pray for it,
please e-mail Kevin Brekke before 6 p.m. on Tuesday at
brekkekev3@netscape.net or call him at 608-669-1218.

Please keep the following people in your prayers:
Virginia Sime, Rev. John Shep, Lynsey Wollin-Casey, Katherine
Snell, Dona Berge, Char Parsons, John Tomlin, Tara Krake-Davis,
Louise Kluge, Evelyn Beyer, Genee Severson, Borghild Viney,
Marilyn Kueng, Pam Kiesler, Joe Henn, Dave Messling, James T.
Parsons, Marion Kjernes, Jan Kettle, Robert Saunders, Anne Kurey, Michael LaMantia, John Garvan, Kari David, and Alexa
(grand-daughter of Don Little).
CLC Special Friends: Anna Hanson, Charles Hoff, Don Farberg,
Robert Hanson, Dorothy Froemming, Larry Smith, Rhea Wethal,
Ruth Erickson.
Military: Andrew Newcomb, Ben Berge
A Mother’s Bed Blessing
Christ’s Arm enfold you through the night;
To hold you safe, hold you tight.
Christ’s Shield before your covers lay;
To keep the evil powers at boy.
Christ’s Hand upon your sleeping head;
To gently comfort you in bed.
Christ’s Watch within your dreams tonight;
To soothe your mind, to quell your fright.
Christ’s Peace be flooding all your room;
To light the dark, to chase the gloom.
Christ’s Love to fill your tender heart;
To hold you fast while we’re apart.

-from “A Child’s Book of Celtic Prayers”
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No Fall Festival; Harvest Dinner Scheduled
Please note that the committee has voted to cancel
the Fall Festival this year and instead to coordinate
three other fundraising events, including a Harvest
Dinner to be held November 12, 2017! We continue
to meet regularly to plan these events and welcome
all to attend!

Saturday June 24th Ride for Hunger!

Steeple to Steeple Bike Ride
Join folks in the synod for this bike ride event to
raise money for ELCA World Hunger. Volunteers are
needed to provide bananas, oranges and to bake
cookies for the riders.
CLC will be a rest stop for the 100KM ride. Volunteers will be at the
church to offer snacks, water, and
restroom use. See the sign-up
“Art in the Park!”
sheet in the fellowship hall.
July 22nd —Please see Ilene
*To participate in the rides, please Axford to volunteer baked
register online: http://
goods, and Jeanne
www.scswride.com/
Julseth if
interested in being
All rides start and end at All Saints
a vendor.
Lutheran Church, 2951 Chapel
Valley Road, Fitchburg.

"The father of one who is right with
God will have much joy.
He who has a wise son will be glad
in him."
(Proverbs 23:24, NLV)

6

Cooksville Lutheran Church—June 2017 Newsletter

Our CONNECT team continues to plan activities
that emphasize the strengths and relationships that are so treasured at Cooksville Lutheran. At their recent meeting, the team reviewed the mission statement of the group, checking that our shared work with the congregation is
following that mission.
Mission statement: "God's purpose for our CONNECT team is to recognize
God's strength, grace and love to us and go reach others by listening, meeting
needs and affirming gifts."
On June 4, everyone is invited to a "progressive dinner" immediately following
the Sunday worship service. CONNECT team will serve a lunch of meatballs,
fruit, cheese and dessert in the fellowship room. During the lunch, the team
will ask you to share some ideas with each other in a progressive way; i.e., talk
with one person, then another, then a third person and then a fourth. Then,
the results of the chats will be compiled and should reveal some very fun facts
about our congregation. Trust me, it won't take much time and will be easy
and fun. We did it at our workshop.
Asking for your participation and ideas is another part of our goal to learn and
feel what God's plan for us is. Thanks for your help. We started this two-year
program in faith and anticipation and continue in that same hope.

GATHERING News
The Gathering group started planning for the July 22 community center Art in the Park activity. The congregation
will serve pies and sell other baked goods for that event.
Look for more information, sign up sheets, and expect
someone to ask you to help with this "promising" event.
We have a reputation for delicious pies and food and will need many hands to
produce that delicious food. We are hoping to have 50 pies to serve, a generous number of Norwegian and other ethnic desserts, our famous "fry cakes,”
jellies and jams, and "workers" to help on that day. It should be fun and a
wonderful testament of these gifts we possess: good cooking, hard work and
commitment! Watch for details and put the date on your busy summer calendar.

~submitted by Ilene Axford
7

(Continued from page 1)

of Jesus Christ?
Eight or nine years ago, my father celebrated the 50th
anniversary of his ordination as a Lutheran Pastor. Luther
Memorial church in Minneapolis, my parent’s home
congregation, honored him with a special service and reception.
I was asked to preach. I asked Dad to pick the text for the
sermon. I asked him to choose a text that had significantly
informed his ministry.

He picked this text: 2 Corinthians
5:17-20. I immediately regretted
asking him. I’ll take a Gospel text
over a Paul text any day. I’d much
rather have a good Jesus story to
preach on than one of Paul’s wordy
letters. But he selected Paul – so I
worked with this text, and it has
become a text that more and more
informs and shapes my own
ministry.

“...see, everything
has become new!”

The passage begins with some profound words of reformation:

So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old
has passed away; see, everything has become new!
The ELCA has really latched on to these words. You can see it on
banners, publications, and on the ELCA website. It’s become a
kind of slogan for us – Always Being Made New!
Now as human beings, we tend not to like new things, at least
not right away. What’s wrong with the way we’ve always done
it? But it’s pretty obvious God is doing a new thing throughout
Christ’s church. The church doesn’t look like it did 500 years ago
– even 50 years ago – certainly nothing like 2000 years ago when
this new Jesus-following movement began.
(Continued on page 9)
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When I served as parish pastor I thought, “The church is
changing,” but I didn’t realize how quickly that change was
occurring until I was elected to this position. Things are shifting.
I hate to bring up the “d” word (decline) but some see it that
way. There are fewer people in our church buildings on Sunday
mornings. There is less money in the offering plate and less
mission support. We have a harder time keeping the buildings
up let alone having the resources to reach out. Things have
changed. Things are still changing. The church is changing fast!
Now I don’t think change necessarily equals decline. The church
belongs to Christ and not to us and Christ continues to lead the
church where it needs to go. But the church is definitely
changing shape from what has been familiar to so many of us.
There’s anxiety with that. We may feel grief and a sense of loss.
If we trust that Christ is leading the church,
however, then we can see change as a good
thing, an exciting thing, a hopeful thing. We who
follow Jesus, get to participate in this new thing
God is doing through Christ’s church in our time
and place, if we don’t get so attached to what we
think church should be, the way we think we
remember the church being, that we fail to
perceive what it is becoming.

See, everything has become new!
Let’s get back to the 2 Corinthians passage.
All of us know the Great Commission, the last words of Jesus to
his disciples recorded in Matthew’s Gospel:

“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have
commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to
the end of the age." Matthew 28:18-20
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A charge and a promise: Go, to the whole world, make disciples;
And remember I am with you always, to the end of the age.
The Church has claimed those words as its mission statement
since Jesus first spoke them, and it’s been and remains a good
mission, a Great Commission. But Paul lifts up another Great
Commission - another promise and charge from God, in his
second letter to the church in Corinth:

All this is from God, who reconciled us to Godself through
Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; that is,
in Christ God was reconciling the world to Godself, not
counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the
message of reconciliation to us. So we
are ambassadors for Christ.

God’s dream, God’s vision, God’s intent
for the world is reconciliation.
Just before his crucifixion, Jesus said, “And
I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will
draw all people to myself." That’s the
gospel, folks. All people – all things – are
drawn together in Jesus and reconciled to
God. And because of Jesus, we have been entrusted with that
ministry. We are ambassadors for Christ in the fulfilling of God’s
intent. Another Great Commission and a particularly urgent call
for us as Christ’s church today. Recognizing, claiming, embracing,
and living out this other Great Commission offers an incredible
opportunity and way forward for the church in today’s world and
context. In Christ, God has reconciled the world to Godself and
has given us the ministry of reconciliation.
Shouldn’t the people of Christ’s church, reconciled to God
through Jesus Christ, be reconciled to one another in the Body of
Christ? And couldn’t the reconciled Body of Christ be a
reconciling force in the world and for the world? And isn’t this a
primary focus of our shared call to follow Jesus? God has given
(Continued on page 11)
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(Continued from page 10)

us the ministry that was Christ’s ministry:
reconciliation. We are ambassadors for
Christ – ambassadors of reconciliation.
God knows – and we know – that our
world is moving farther and farther away
from reconciliation. In a time when the
technology exists to connect us in ways we have never been
connected – to connect people all around the world, in real time,
to one another – we have never been more divided.
We are so polarized. Political divisions are very obvious these
days – red and blue, rural and urban. But more than that we are
divided racially, ethnically, economically, socially,
denominationally, religiously, you name it. We are divided by
fear and mistrust. We are divided, and those divisions will be our
destruction. Reconciliation is the only way forward. Without
reconciliation, the world will become ever more fragmented and
broken and shattered.
Today we are called, as Christ’s church, together, for the sake of
the world, to attend to that reconciliation ministry with which we
have been entrusted. Today, let us commit ourselves to this call
to model cooperation, to grow in community, to work together
for the healing of God’s good creation, to be ambassadors of
reconciliation in this world God loves so much, for the sake of
the one who on the cross opened his arms and drew the entire
world into himself and into the very heart of God.
May the wonder of this new thing God is doing among us carry
us ever deeper into lives of faith and
service as we move into the next 500
years as participants in this ever reforming
church of Christ. Amen.
Sermon given by Bishop Mary Froiland
at Synod Assembly Worship
on April 30, 2017
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COUNCIL NEWS
CLC is participating in the July 2nd Ecumenical Worship Service and
picnic in Evansville at Lake Leota Park. We need 8 people to be
helpers. If you can do this, please contact Betty at 882-5757.
We are also participating on July 22nd for Cooksville’s 175th Anniversary by: lending our parking lot, having the church open for
tours from 10 am to 2 pm, and joining in the ringing of the bells at
12 noon. (see page 7 for information about the bake sale)
We have 14 small, wooden Sunday School chairs available for a
small donation. If interested, contact Betty.

CHOIR NEWS
The Choir has the Summer off and NOW is the time for many of
our other talented singers and musicians to sign up for Special
Music! Please see Jeanne and share with us your gifts from God,
that we, and HE, may delight in them!

We are thankful to Pastors Rod
Nordby, Anne Andert and Jack Finney,
for the coming Sundays in June and
July when they have graciously agreed
to lead us in worship, while Pastor
Karla is on vacation (June 19-July 16)!
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Let’s Keep in Touch!
Church office: 608-882-4408;
11927 W. Church St., Evansville, WI 53536

Pastor Karla Brekke: 608-751-0345
cooksvillelutheranpastor@gmail.com

Office: cooksvillelutheran@litewire.net
Kelsey Dunn, Secretary
Worship Coordinator, Donna Haakenson: 608-882-4131
Choir Director, Jeanne Julseth: 608-882-0505
Pastor Karla is usually in the office
on Mondays & Wednesdays. Please
call and make an appointment if
you would like to visit with her.
608-751-0345
Bulletin Printing Day
The weekly bulletin is printed on
Wednesdays. If you have anything
you wish to include, please have it
to the office by Monday.

2017 Cooksville Church Council
Betty Hamilton (Pres.) 608-882-5757
Tom Severson (V.P.) 608-873-6552
Sue Parsons (Sec.) 608-295-8796
Herb Hanson 608-455-6778
Betty Hamilton 608-882-5757
Tom Hatlen 608-882-4186
Bob Haakenson 608-758-9295
Randy Sime 608-931-8896
Laura Pehler 608-835-7552
Tom Parsons (Treas.) 608-295-1697

Free Blood Pressure Screenings
On the first Sunday, a free
blood pressure screening will
be offered following worship in
the Narthex. This service is
offered free of charge for all
who are interested. Please
invite others who may benefit
from these
free
screenings!

Local Food Pantry Needs:
Anyone may drop off items in the
basket in our Narthex.
Thank you so much!
Here are some items that we
currently need for the food
pantries: Canned Soups, Canned
Fruit, Hamburger-helper, Tuna
Fish, Toothbrushes, Toilet paper,
Deodorant, Shampoo, Feminine
Products, Bath Soap, Toothpaste.

Food & Fellowship
After worship, please stay a while to snack and enjoy good conversation. There is a Food and Fellowship Sign-up Sheet if you would like to host or sponsor refreshments on one of the upcoming Sundays.
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Sunday

Sunday

Sunday

Sunday

June 4

June 11

June 18

June 25

Now the Feast

Now the Feast

*Homestead

With One Voice

Assisting
Minister

Curtis Brandt

Ilene Axford

Communion
Server

Curtis Brandt

Ushers

Rosa Hanson

Cantor

Ilene Axford
Bob, Sherri &
Johannes
Haakenson

Nancy Krake

Sue Parsons &
Family

Rosa Hanson

Pastor Nordby
Jennifer Nelson

Phil Hamilton

Bob Haakenson

Organist

Naomi Shep

Paul Haakenson

Coffee Hour
Host

Kevin Brekke

Ilene Axford

Lector

Altar Guild

Nancy Krake

Jeanne Julseth

Naomi Shep

Sue Parsons and Cheryl Haakenson
CONNECT Team

Thank you to our dedicated volunteers —we appreciate all you do!
New volunteers are always welcome! Contact the following
people:
Ushers: Rosa Hanson (873-3831)
Other worship leaders: Nancy Krake (882-5609 or nkrake@att.net)
Sunday School: Curtis Brandt
Quilters: Betty Hamilton
Meals for Funerals: Ilene Axford
Cleaning the church or paying to clean the church: Kelsey Dunn, Office
Coffee Hour: Church Office or Nancy Krake (882-5609 or
nkrake@att.net)
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TUESDAY

WED.

13
9 am Maintenance
Group

12
9 am Quilting
11:00 am Staff
Meeting
7 pm Altar Guild

19
9 am Quilting
11 am Staff Meeting
7 pm Council

26
9 am Quilting
11 am Staff Meeting

11
The Holy Trinity
10:00 Worship
11:00 Fellowship

18 HOMESTEAD
2nd Sunday after Pentecost
10:00 Worship
11:00 Fellowship

25
3rd Sunday after Pentecost
10:00 Worship
11:00 Fellowship

27
9 am Maintenance
Group

20
9 am Maintenance
Group

6
9 am Maintenance
Group

5
9 am Quilting
11:00 am Staff
Meeting
6 pm Confirmation
Dinner

28
12 pm Prayer Time

21
12 pm Prayer Time

14
12 pm Prayer Time

7
12 pm Prayer Time

Pastor Karla will be out of town on vacation
June 19-July 16. For emergencies, contact Betty
Hamilton (608-882-5609).

MONDAY

4 Pentecost
10:00 Worship
11:00 Fellowship Meatball
Luncheon by CONNECT

SUNDAY

THU.

29

22
10 am The
Gathering

15
6 pm CONNECT

8

1

30

23

16

9

2

FRI.

C o o k s v i l l e L u t h e ra n C a l e n d a r fo r J u n e 2 0 1 7
SAT.

24
Steeple-toSteeple
Bike Ride

17

10

3

16

Cooksville Lutheran Church—June 2017 Newsletter

Address Correction Requested

11927 W. Church Street
Evansville, WI 53536

Cooksville Lutheran Church

