Cooksville Lutheran Church
A Caring Community Empowered by God
to be Disciples of Christ

The season of Lent is a time of renewal.
Spiritual disciplines (prayer, fasting, giving,
worshipping together, sharing our faith) are all
ways to open ourselves to God’s grace. But
make no mistake about it — it is God in
relationship with us that makes the difference,
not our work at self-improvement by itself.

“I am the
resurrection
and the life.
Those who
believe in me,
even though they
die, will live.”
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Evansville, WI 53536
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One of the reasons I so value Holy Week is that
it powerfully wraps the story of Jesus’ passion
around me. My human suffering becomes part
of His experience on the cross while the power
of his suffering and love invades and changes
my life. He bears my suffering, and my story
becomes his story. I bear his love, and his story
becomes mine. Multiply this by a whole
community of people gathered to sit and wait
as the Spirit blows through the parched and

Dear Friends in Christ,
Growing up I often heard mom say “mange
tusen takk” to her mother on the way out the
door to return to our home (just across the
driveway). Usually mom had stopped in for a
cup of coffee after hanging clothes out on the
line. I’ve always loved this Norwegian phrase,
and it becomes more dear as the years go by.
“Many thousand thanks” is a pretty good
translation. I always associate these words with
gratefulness for warm hospitality.
(Continued on page 2)
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And so I say, “mange tusen takk” to all of you for the warm welcome I
have received as your interim pastor. Cooksville Lutheran is a vibrant
worshipping community and Kevin and I feel so blessed to be a part of
this special place. I am enjoying the drive in the countryside from
Edgerton to Cooksville. When I see your beautiful white church off in
the distance, I can’t help but smile. I send this big thanks to the
council, staff, choir, altar guild, worship committee, confirmation
students and mentors, and everyone else for helping me get settled in
and for your passion for this church, community, and Christ’s mission.
I especially want to thank those who have opened up their homes as
well as their hearts when I visited. My goal is to
continue your tradition of warm and welcoming
worship, to visit and pray with and for you, to
enjoy your uniqueness, and to reflect the love,
joy, and peace that Christ gives. Please do not
hesitate to call me at any time (608-751-0345).

Cooksville Lutheran Calendar for April 2015

Alleluia! Christ is Risen! + + + He is risen, indeed! Alleluia!

MONDAY

True Easter joy is so much more than the tradition of lily-filled
sanctuaries and trumpeted hymns (although these things accentuate
our joy). Christians who have “rested” in the words of Christ are
transformed — they experience a renewed spiritual vitality, a deep
joy. They have walked through darkness into the Light of Christ!

SUNDAY

The transition from Lent to Easter is much like this. We earthlings
enjoy the quiet solemn cover of Lent. In five short weeks we have
stilled our hearts to hear (and “rest” in) the stories of God’s grace,
forgiveness and transformation. We arrive at Holy Week and find our
hearts have thawed and are soaking in the words of the Gospel, the
stories of Jesus’ Last Supper, arrest, trial, crucifixion, death, burial, and
resurrection.

FRI.

The new growth at first is hidden. Like nature’s early springtime, there
is rain from heaven, a thawing of frozen hearts, and the drawing in of
the Spirit’s nourishment — much like the bulbs of early spring swell
and begin to sprout new stems reaching upwards through the soil.
This growth is hidden underground until the cold soil gives way to the
gleam of green stalks. And then “suddenly” you see the glorious lush
greening of the earth and smell the fragrant blossoms that display “its
Springtime!”

3 GOOD
FRIDAY
7 pm Worship

4

SAT.

barren wilderness of our hearts. It becomes a time of gestation. We
wait before God.
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Michelle &
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Sunday,
March 29

Palm Sunday Worship at 10:00
Procession with Palms & Passion Narrative

Thursday,
April 2

Maundy Thursday Worship at 7:00 p.m.
Holy Communion & Stripping of the Altar

Friday,
April 3

Evansville Ecumenical Worship at noon*
Good Friday Worship at Cooksville at 7 p.m.

Easter
Sunday,
April 5

Candlelight Easter Vigil at 9:00 a.m.
Easter Breakfast at 8:00—9:30 a.m.
Easter Festival Worship at 10:00 a.m.

Please join us for Easter Breakfast at
8:00 am on Easter Sunday!
Sausage, Scrambled Eggs
French Toast, Donut Holes, Fruit
Coffee, Juice
There will be a freewill offering (donate
whatever you desire)
for breakfast. The
proceeds will go
towards the ministries
of The Gathering.

Evansville Ecumenical
Good Friday Worship
12:00 noon
Congregational United
Church of Christ
112 West Church Street,
Evansville, WI.
Phone: 608-882-5475

Palm Sunday Readers
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Narrator- Pastor Karla

Servant- Rhonda Wethal

Jesus- Linda Sime

Witness- Connie Gregerson

Peter- Curtis Brandt

Judas– Nancy Krake

Pilate– Richard Krake

High Priest- Kevin Brekke
Cooksville Lutheran Church—April 2015 Newsletter

Upcoming Sacred Events
The Baptism of Avery Sime on April 12.
The Confirmation of Leah Wagner.
Reception of new members.
3

EASTER PLANTS
DONORS

HONOREES

Kathie & Joel Gunn

In Memory of Charlene Farberg,
Therese Farberg & Chad Farberg
In Honor of Matthew, Brooklyn &
Landyn Gunn

Sue W ollin

Easter Blessings

Arthur & Doris Olsen

In Memory of Trygve & Eunice Olsen
In Memory of Lloyd & Corrine Apfel

Sherri Haakenson

Call Committee Update
You can expect to see and hear about a “survey of ideas and preferences” about ministry at Cooksville in the next months. The Call Committee will be seeking information to help them define what we need
and want in our new permanent pastor. We have new guidelines since
the last call process in that we approved “ fewer” hours of pastoral service and “more” hours of lay work.
Help your committee to outline what Cooksville wants and hopes for in
these next years of ministry. We have identified that we treasure our
ties to each other and want to grow in this place, but need to do it with
a part-time minister.
Please be prepared to thoughtfully share your preferences and ideas
about this next step for Cooksville. While the survey will be in written
form, the committee intends to sponsor a listening time for those who
would prefer telling someone what they think.
Thank you for your prayerful support. If you have any questions, please
call any committee member.
Phil Hamilton, Chair: Ilene Axford, Curtis Brandt,
Connie Gregerson, Sherri Haakenson
4
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Rhonda & Mark
Wethal

In Honor of Brady & Grayson W ethal

Nancy & Richard
Krake

In Memory of Marcella Krake &
George Carthew
In Honor of our family

Linda and Randy Sime In Memory of Bernhard & Gladys
Sathre & Paul Sime
In Honor of Virginia Sime
Rosa Hanson

In Memory of George Vincent
12/12/2014

Virginia Sime

In Honor of my family

Donna & Paul
Haakenson

In Memory of Miles Thomas Haakenson

Lynn Bednarek
Pastor Karla & Kevin
Brekke

In Memory of Carl & Craig
Schollmeyer and Clara & Ingolf and
Mae Stromsett
In Honor of Cooksville Lutheran
Members
In Honor of the Resurrection of Our
Lord

Pat & Steve Foltz

In Honor of the birth of Benjamin
Christopher Yilek

Anne Brunsell & Don
Little

In Memory of our parents

21

How to contact us at Cooksville Lutheran
New volunteers are
always welcome!
Contact the following people:
Ushers: Rosa Hanson (873-3831)
Worship Leaders: Nancy Krake
(882-5609 or nkrake@att.net)
Sunday School: Pastor Karla
(882-4408 or
cooksvillelutheranpastor@gmail.com)
Cleaning the church: Jennifer Ehle
(302-1722 or
jenniferhele1@gmail.com)
Coffee Hour: Church Office or Nancy
Krake
(882-5609 or nkrake@att.net)

Thank you to the many volunteers
who help with worship,
hospitality, teaching, and
cleaning the church.
We appreciate all you do!

Free Blood Pressure Screenings
On the first Sunday of every
month, a free
blood pressure
screening will be
offered following worship in the Narthex. This service is offered free of
charge for all who are interested.

Pastor Karla Brekke’s Hours:
Mondays & Wednesdays 1-4 pm;
Tuesdays-Visiting
Secretary’s office hours are
Thursday 1-3pm
20

Contact Us
Do you or a family member have an
accomplishment that you’d like to share
with the congregation? If so, submit
your item to the church office.
Please contact the church office if you or
a family member:
Have a change of address or phone
number
Would like to be added to the prayer list
Are interested in church membership
Become hospitalized or homebound
Would like to be baptized

Church Staff:
Church office: 608-882-4408
Pastor Karla Brekke: 608-751-0345
cooksvillelutheranpastor@gmail.com
Secretary, Jaye Lauer: 608-754-8721
cooksvillelutheran@litewire.net
Worship Coordinator, Donna Haakenson:
608-882-4131
Choir Director, Jeanne Julseth:
608-882-0505

Sunday School

Sunday School Schedule

Sunday School for elementary- Sun. March 22
No Sunday School
aged children is based on the
readings for worship. Students
are invited to leave worship
Sun. April 5th
during the sermon time,
Easter Sunday
returning in time for
No Sunday School.
Communion with their
8 am Breakfast
families. All children are
10:00 Worship
invited to attend, members or
visitors. If you know any
Sun. Apr. 12
children who may be
Doubting Thomas
interested, please invite them
John 20:19-31
to come to worship!
Sun. Apr. 19
The Great Commission
Luke 24:36-53
Sun. Apr. 26
Good Shepherd
John 10:11-18

2015 Cooksville Church Council
Anne Remley-Haines - President
608-882-9997
Richard Krake - Vice-President
608-882-5609
Sue Parsons - Secretary
608-295-8796
Tom Parsons - Council Treasurer (appointed)
608-295-1697 tom.parsons@ymail.com
Herb Hanson 608-455-6778
Donna Gunn 608-931-8402
Sue Wollin 608-455-4374
Paul Haakenson 608-882-4131
Betty Hamilton 608-882-5757
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All of the Holy Week worship
services are engaging for
children because of their ritual
actions that are rich in drama
with symbolic meaning!

CLC Sunday School Staff
Rhonday Weathal
Nicole Huset
Dustin Huset
Curtis Brandt
Sue Parsons
Thanks!!!!
5

Thank you to Donna and Paul Haakenson for leading the Wednesday
noon prayer time! They are taking a break from this commitment until
after Paul’s surgery and recovery. And thanks to Kevin Brekke for
stepping in to lead it for now.

Wednesday Noon-12:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary
We need to be people of prayer. Why? Because there are so many
needs, and so many people have asked us for our prayers. The prayer
list in our bulletin represents so many heart-touching stories and
needs. Jesus said, “My house shall be called a house of prayer.” Matthew 21:13 This is an opportunity to do what the Jesus asks us to
do; to do what we know will make a huge difference in our world. If
you cannot come to church to pray with your sisters and brothers in
Christ, maybe you could pause about noon on Wednesday wherever
you are and pray for a few minutes, knowing that you are joining your
prayers with ours.
If you have a prayer request and would like us to pray for it, please email me before 6 p.m. on Tuesday at brekkekev3@netscape.net or
give me a call at 608-669-1218.
Things change when we pray, that don’t change when we don’t pray,
including ourselves. Come join in our prayer time on Wednesdays at
noon. God bless you. -Kevin Brekke

Are you interested in being a part of a
prayer chain? Please share your
thoughts and ideas for a Cooksville
Lutheran Prayer Chain with Pastor
Karla. Watch this space (in May’s
newsletter) for a time to meet and
discuss our possibilities.

6
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And very early in the morning
the first day of the week, they
came unto the sepulcher at the
rising of the sun. -Mark 16:2
Beginning with the first Easter, the
celebration of the Resurrection has
been the focus of Christian worship.
Because the disciples were Jews,
they would have observed the
Sabbath on Saturday. However, the
first day of the week became the
day for Christian worship. It was
known as “the Lord's Day,” the day
of the Resurrection. It remains to
this day a weekly celebration of
Christ’s resurrected presence with
us - a little Easter each week.

The early Christian Fathers took a
special delight in calling the First
Day of the Week, the day of
Christian worship, “the Eighth Day.”

Wherefore also we celebrate with
gladness the Eighth Day, on which
also Jesus rose from the dead.
(Barnabus, xv, 9).
Justin Martyr, a second century
Christian, compares the
commandment to circumcise males
on the eighth day to the spiritual
cutting away of sin in the hearts of
believers:

“that commandment of
circumcision … is a type of the
true circumcision, in which we
are circumcised from error and
evil by Jesus Christ our Lord,
rising from the dead on the First
Day of the week; for the First Day
… is called the Eighth”
(Justin Martyr in Dialoge, xli).
In this way early Christians
recognized that in Jesus Christ, a
new creation, a new era has begun.
God created the world and on the
seventh day rested, which became
for us the “Sabbath” day.
Humanity is encouraged to live and
rest in God’s good creation, even
though that creation has been
marred by sin. Christ lay (“rested”)
in the tomb on the Sabbath, but on
the next day after the Sabbath, God
began a new creation by raising
Christ from the dead, setting apart
the “eighth day” as outside of the
continuous cycle of days in the
original creation. In Christ, a new
era, a new creation, has begun!

The concept of
“the eighth day”
is why many
baptism fonts
from ancient to
modern times
are in the shape
of an octagon.
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Members and Friends in Prayer

The crucifixion, burial, and resurrection of Christ unlocks the real
meaning of the Hebrew scriptures in a way previously undreamed
of.

“The Bible opens with the creative activity of God on the First Day
of the Jewish week. It closes with the vision of John on the Lord’s
Day of the Christian week.” (p. 8) “On the First Day the Lord rose.
On this same day he appears to his followers, expounds to them
the Scriptures, and eats and drinks with them. It is on the same
day that he appears the following week. It is on the First Day that
the Holy Spirit is given. The importance of the First Day does not
cease with these events. We soon find the Christian community
assembling on this day for preaching and the breaking of
bread.” (H.B. Porter , p. 7)
A New Creation
Jesus was not just “resuscitated.” Instead, Christ inaugurated the
“New Creation.” He entered into a new life, a new realm, the new
Israel, as the Forerunner for a new race, the first-fruits of a new
world.

Easter was the beginning of a new era. Christ our Head has
entered into the heavenly places, and our citizenship is there. Yet
we are still in our earthly pilgrimage. The actual rising, which is in
the past for him, still lies ahead for us. To reach his First Day, we
must yet die on Friday and sleep the Sabbath out. So for us the
Resurrection Day will come Eighth. In Sunday stands the
assurance not only of the victory Christ has accomplished on the
Cross but the promise of that victory he wills to accomplish in all
our crosses in the future. (H.B. Porter, p. 32, 33)
The above quotes are by H.B. Porter in The Day of Light: The Biblical
and Liturgical Meaning of Sunday, The Pastoral Press, 1987.
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had found their way into the liturgy of the Western
church.
Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one
another with whatever gift each of you has received. -1 Peter 4:10

GoodSearch & GoodShop
These online fundraising sites let people earn money for charity simply by doing their regular online activities! GoodSearch sends a check
with proceeds raised to participating organizations once a year. Our
first check arrived in November, for nearly $20! This was for less than
a year of participating in this program that was new for our congregation. Can we double the amount for next year? Be sure to change your
default search engine to goodsearch.com, and go through goodshop.com as you do your online shopping. Thanks for your support!

Create a Cooksville Legacy
You can continue to support the church for generations to come by
naming Cooksville Lutheran in your will. Please communicate to the
Foundation Committee when designating a gift, so we can be prepared to receive it. If you are interested in supporting our ministry in
this way, contact the Rev. Larry Westfield (larry.westfield@elca.org,
262-224-9574 or 877-224-9574).

At the Easter Vigil, the new paschal candle was
inscribed with a cross and the letters “alpha” and
“omega” from the Greek alphabet (referring to
Christ as the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end). By the
eighth century, the practice had developed of incising the current year
on the candle, referring to Christ as the “acceptable year of the
Lord” (2 Cor. 6:2). Some of the great candles weighed up to 300
pounds, although the usual weight was 10-20 pounds. Five grains of
incense were usually inserted prior to the blessing, to represent the
five wounds of Christ.
As a symbol of the Resurrection, the candle is lighted for each liturgy
during the great fifty days of Easter, placed on a stand near the altar.
On the Day of Pentecost it is extinguished after the reading of the
Gospel and placed on its stand near the baptismal font, as a visual
reminder that in our Baptism we are crucified and resurrected with
Christ. The candle is lighted at each celebration of Baptism, and at
funerals it stands at the head of the casket. In a visual way, the
Paschal candle proclaims the message of Romans 6:3-5: in our Baptism
we have already died and have been raised with Christ.
The Paschal candle reminds us that Christ’s triumph over the darkness
of sin and death is preeminent. It represents the risen Christ, the Light
of the world. It is Christ who lights our way out of darkness and death.

Wanted...If anyone has birthday cards that you can donate, please drop off
at the church office. We need the cards for men, women, and children.
Thank you...Laura Pehler

Gifts in Kind
The following items can be put to
use immediately for ministry!
Please remember the church the
next time you go shopping.
First-class stamps – current
usage exceeds 100/month)
Hand soap refills
Toilet paper
8
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“What has come into being4in him
was life, and the life was the light
of all people.5The light shines in
the darkness, and the darkness did
not overcome it. ~ John 1:4-5
Jesus said, ‘I am the light of the
world. Whoever follows me will
never walk in darkness but will
have the light of life.’” ~John 8:12
Jesus said, “I am the resurrection
and the life. Those who believe in
me, even though they die, will
live.” ~ John 11:25
17

Global Health Ministries
AIDS/Hospice Kits
On the night before Easter, Christians around the world gather to
celebrate Christ’s passage from death to life. As early as the 2nd
century the Easter Vigil was celebrated with baptisms at sunrise. We
won’t be gathering at night, but we will gather around the paschal
candle at 9 a.m. Easter morning to announce the resurrection, and
remember our baptism into Christ’s death and resurrection. This brief
liturgy lasts about 12 minutes and includes a candle-lighting
ceremony. All you need is the Vigil booklet and a candle and we will
join together in reciting the ancient words that proclaim Christ’s
resurrection.

Lynn Bednarek, Virginia Sime,
Curtis Brandt, who have paid for
cleaning the church.
Rhonda & Brady, Council, Ilene
Axford, Pat & Steve Foltz,
Marilyn Kueng, Nancy & Richad
Krake, Art & Doris Olson, Jeanne
Julseth, Sime Family, Kathie
Gunn for hosting the Coffee
Hour.
Fred Winger, for shoveling,
plowing and keeping the path
open
Everyone who purchased spring
plants.

In the ancient church the Easter Vigil began sometime
after sunset on Holy Saturday and continued till dawn
when new converts who had prepared during Lent were
baptized and received Holy Communion for the first
time. The vigil began with the lighting of the Paschal
Candle.
The Lighting of the Paschal Candle
Each year a new paschal candle was lit for the first time
from a “new fire,” a bonfire, at which the congregation
had gathered.
Fire has long been seen as a sign of God’s presence. The
Old Testament is full of examples: the burning bush on Mount Sinai,
the pillar of fire in the desert, and the sacrificial fires on the altar of
the Temple in Jerusalem. Early Christians thus naturally viewed the
kindling of new fire as a symbol of the presence of their resurrected
Lord, the new pillar of fire.
In Jerusalem the earliest Christians blessed and lighted candles every
Saturday night. By at least the fifth century the custom had become
associated with celebrations of the resurrection, and Paschal candles
(Continued on page 17)
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All the volunteers who behind
the scene, continue to give
freely their skills and time take
help keep Cooksville Lutheran a
thriving community.
Those who give so generously to
support the ministry of
Cooksville Lutheran Church.
Nancy Krake for the extra efforts
you do to help out with proofing
the bulletins and newsletter.

The
response
from
our
congregation has been amazing.
To date we have at least 13 kits
turned in with the necessities for
caring for people with AIDS or in
need of Hospice care. What an
amazing congregational gift to
God’s suffering people. The kits
will be taken to the ELCA Annual
Meeting the end of May, so
there is still time for those who
are interested in contributing.
There are gallon size bags in the
narthex with a list of necessary
items. In addition, we will be
sending a check for medications
which will help ease persons’
pain and suffering. This money
comes from Wednesday night
supper contributions during Lent
as well as from donations during
coffee hour on Sunday mornings.
Thank you to all who have been
part of this endeavor. God’s
work…our hands.

Sunday School teachers for their
time teaching our youth. We
appreciate it!
Sunday School children and
Confirmation youth — you
brighten our lives with your
smiles and your love of God!
Anyone may drop off items in the basket in our Narthex
Thank you so much! Listed are items currently needed at
the food pantry; Boxed Dinners, canned Fruit, Canned

pasta, Peanut Butter, Jelly, Hamburger-helper, Tuna Fish,
Toothbrushes, Toilet paper, Deodorant, Shampoo, Bath
Soap, Toothpaste, etc.
9

in which humankind has treated Christ. Each
stanza cites first one of God’s benevolent gifts and
our ungrateful response, and then concludes with
the phrase, “and you have prepared a cross for
your Savior.” The people respond using an
ancient prayer for forgiveness: “Holy God, holy
and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on
us.”

Free Community-Wide Meal, April 25
“The crowd replied, ‘What do you want us to do?’ ‘If you have two
coats,’ Jesus replied, ‘give one away. If you have extra food, give it
away to those who are hungry.’” (Luke 3:10-11)
As Christians we are called to serve all who are in need. The congregations of Evansville are leading us to answer the call by hosting a community meal at St. John's Lutheran Church, 312 S Third St, on Saturday,
April 25, from 11:00am to 1:00pm. We will be serving ham, scalloped
potatoes, green beans, jello, rolls, dessert, coffee, and milk. All are
invited to this meal, strengthening old relationships and creating
new ones. As members of Christ’s church on earth, we are blessed
to serve our neighbors and friends and share God's love.
Meals build community as they are prepared and served in a spirit of
cooperation. Church members are encouraged to invite community
members who may be in need of food, love, and friendship to the
meal, and to volunteer to help on April 25. Together we pray, Come
Lord Jesus be our guest. If you have questions or want to volunteer,
please contact the St. John’s church office at 882-4044.

Stoughton Food Pantry Thanks you for
your food donation of 83 pounds.
The Food Pantry is a valuable resource for
needy family of our area, and many will
benefit from your generosity. Thank you
for your continued support of the Food
Pantry.

10
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5. Adoration of the Cross. Worshipers may wish to show a sign of
reverence for Christ’s death on the cross before they depart. This
may include actions such as remaining in your seat in silent prayer,
approaching and pausing before the cross, bowing or kneeling
before it for prayer, or making the sign of the cross. Any who wish
to linger in silent prayer are welcome to stay as long as they wish.
We depart in silence. Christ has died, so that we may live.

M ed ita t e On Your Ow n
1. Read Isaiah 52:13-53:12
The prophet weaves a vision of the suffering
servant, whose agony is not a sign of God's
rejection, but points to the God who brings healing
out of suffering.
2. Read Philippians 2:5-11
Paul quotes from an early Christian hymn that
describes Jesus' humble obedience, even to death,
and his exaltation as Lord of all.

3. Read John 18-19
The Passion story according to John emphasizes
that Jesus is not a victim, but the Victor. He is the
“I AM” before whom everyone must bow (see
John 18:5). Jesus tells Pilate “you would have no
power over me unless it had been given you from
above” (John 19:11). On the cross Jesus announces
that the salvation of the world is accomplished,
saying, “It is finished.” Then he bowed his head
and gave up his spirit.
15

The Good Friday service continues the journey through the Three Days
of Jesus’ suffering, death, and resurrection. It includes some of the
most ancient traditions of Christian worship. On this day the church
gathers to hear the proclamation of the passion, to pray for the life of
the world, and to meditate on the life-giving cross. The ancient title for
this day — the triumph of the cross — reminds us that the church
gathers to offer thanksgiving for Jesus’ death on the cross which
secured our salvation. This worship is part two of “The Three Days.”

Every Sunday in worship the church celebrates the life, death, and
resurrection of Jesus Christ. The Holy Spirit gathers us to receive again
the gifts of God that come to us though Christ, the saving Word. (ELW,
p. 247). During Holy Week each year the church makes the passage
with Christ to Jerusalem, to the cross, through death into life.

The Good Friday liturgy has 5 parts:

Palm Sunday is also called Passion Sunday.

The Passion according to John
Bidding Prayer
Procession of the Cross
Solemn Reproaches
Adoration of the Cross

1. John’s Passion Gospel. At the heart of this
service is the passion reading according to
John, which celebrates Christ’s victory on the cross. (ELW, p. 249)
We intersperse the reading with verses of the hymn, “Ah, Holy
Jesus.”
2. Bidding Prayer. From the third century on a central feature of the
Good Friday worship has been a lengthy prayer. Jesus said, "When

I am lifted up from the earth, I will draw all people to
myself." (John 12:32) As Jesus draws all people to himself, we
pray for the whole world for which Christ died. We stand at the
foot of the cross and we pray for everyone we can think of,
realizing there are so many people in the world who need to know
the Savior’s love and help. An assisting minister leads the bids,
silence for prayer follows each bid, then the presiding minister
concludes each petition.
3. Procession of the Cross. A cross is carried in procession through the
church and placed in front of the altar.
4. Solemn Reproaches. The “solemn reproaches” come to us from the
ninth century as a litany that imagines God’s lament at the manner

On this day, united with Christians around the world, we mark Jesus’
triumphant entry into the holy city of Jerusalem to complete the work
of our salvation.
We gather outside the sanctuary to hear the story of Jesus’ triumphal
entry into Jerusalem from the gospel of Mark. Then we enter the
church singing and waving palms. (Those who wish to be seated in the
sanctuary and not walk in the procession may certainly do so!) We
follow in his footsteps as we enter the church, our Jerusalem,
acclaiming the one whose throne was the cross. By action and song
we welcome Jesus’ entry into our lives as King of kings and Lord of
lords.
Once in the sanctuary, the mood quickly changes as we listen to the
story of the Passion. This refers to Jesus’ suffering, death, and burial
for our sake. How quickly we who sing “Hosanna!” will begin to shout
“Crucify him!”
Christ died that we might all know true life as children of the God. St.
Paul put it this way: “Through Christ, God was

pleased to reconcile to himself all things … by
making peace through the blood of his
cross” (Colossians 1:20).

(Continued on page 15)
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Worship during The Three Days is in
reality one liturgy in three parts. It is at
once the most ancient, the most
intimate, the most solemn, and the most
joyous festival of the whole year, for it
includes Maundy Thursday, Good Friday,
and the Vigil of Easter. This three-day
festival encompasses the central story of
the Gospel — Jesus Christ was crucified
in order to free us from the power of
death. We accompany Jesus to the Cross
and keep vigil as he makes the passage through death into life.

Jesus said, ‘See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will
be handed over to the chief priests and the scribes, and they will
condemn him to death; then they will hand him over to the Gentiles;
they will mock him, and spit upon him, and flog him, and kill him; and
after three days he will rise again.’ -Mark 10:33-34

On this night we begin The Three Days during which we participate
once again in the saving power of Jesus’ passing over from death into
life.
The Maundy Thursday worship service has 4 parts:

The pastor lays hands gently on each person’s head and speaks a
word of forgiveness.
2. The Maundy Thursday Gospel includes the words of Jesus’ new
commandment (“mandatum”, from which the word
“Maundy” comes). From the gospel of John we
hear Jesus’ words during the Last Supper: “I am

with you only a little longer. ... I give you a new
commandment, that you love one another. Just as I
have loved you, you also should love one another.
By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have
love for one another” (John 13:33-35, NRSV). Jesus demonstrates
this new commandment by washing the disciples’ feet. As a sign of
our calling to follow Jesus’ example of humility and service, we may
wash one another’s feet as Jesus washed the disciples’ feet. This is
called the foot-washing ceremony. The pastor and a volunteer will
“represent the congregation” to fulfill this commandment on behalf
of the whole congregation.
3. Holy Communion is celebrated, with the understanding that this is
the “birthday” of this sacrament. Before Jesus was betrayed by
Judas and handed over to the religious authorities, he first
celebrated the Passover meal with his disciples. It was during this
meal that he instituted the ritual of Holy Communion as a way for
Christians to experience His presence with them whenever they
gathered.
4. Then the altar is stripped as we hear Psalm 22 chanted. In this way,
we now stand with Jesus during what was originally experienced by
him as total abandonment. The evening ends in darkness and
silence and without a dismissal. This draws attention to the fact that
THE THREE DAYS has been celebrated (since the 4th century) as one
long liturgy of Christ’s Passover from death to life for our salvation.

An individual absolution
The washing of feet
Holy communion
The stripping of the altar
1. Worship begins with the announcement of forgiveness, the
absolution, which was not said over the congregation on Ash
Wednesday, is now a signal that the season of Lent has drawn to a
close. The congregation is invited forward for individual absolution.
(Continued on page 13)
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