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Dear Friends in Christ,
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See page 6 for
details!

This month we welcome Karen Binger as
our church secretary.
The Executive Committee conducted
interviews in September and we were very
pleased that Karen accepted our job offer.
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Adult Bible
Join us for Adult
Bible Study on
Sundays at
8:45 a.m.
See you there!

Karen has extensive background in working
for school districts in the roles of
Administrative Assistant and Accounting
Specialist. She most recently worked in the
business office of the Edgerton School
District and comes highly recommended.
She is efficient, organized, accurate, and
personable.
Two years ago she retired from her
position in order to help her daughter with
newborn triplets! She expressed interest
in working for us because it is a part-time
job with flexibility, since she continues to
help with her grandchildren.
Karen will be working between 8-10 hours
each week. Office hours have not been set
yet, but we expect she will work on Sunday
mornings about once a month. Please stop
and say hello!
God's peace be with you.
Pastor Karla

When Lutherans talk about faith, we are talking about the relationship
God’s Holy Spirit creates with us. It’s a relationship where God’s
promise of steadfast love and mercy in Jesus opens us to a life of bold
trust in God and joyful, generous service to everyone we know and
meet in daily life.
Martin Luther was exuberant when he described the freedom of faith
— “Oh, it is a living, busy, active, mighty thing, this faith. It is

impossible for it not to be doing good things unceasingly.”

Faith opens a place for engaging others in conversation, for seeking
the truth, for asking questions and speaking love in word and deed.
We listen to the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments. We listen
to the witness of others and we watch for the ways God is active in
the world around us. Faith is a full life, liberated for a living, daring
confidence in God’s grace.

On All Saints Sunday we will be celebrating all
saints, past and present. We will be giving
thanks for those who have passed into God’s
eternal light, acknowledging that their light
still shines into this world and into our lives.
We will name and light a candle for those
who have died in the last five years. This will
be followed by the opportunity for you to
light candles for those who have died that are especially
dear to you. In the November newsletter there will be more
information on this Sunday, as well as inspiring readings
about All Saints Day. If you would like someone to be
named who has died in the last five years, please let the
church office know.
2

Cooksville Lutheran Church— October 2019 Newsletter

The Rev. Peter Rogness Appointed Interim Bishop of the SouthCentral Synod of Wisconsin
The South-Central Synod of Wisconsin Council is pleased to
announce that they have affirmed the appointment by Presiding
Bishop Eaton of Peter Rogness as the Interim
Bishop. Bishop Rogness will begin on September
26th and will serve until July 31, 2020.
Rogness is a graduate of Augustana College in Sioux
Falls, SD, and Luther Seminary in St. Paul, MN.
Upon graduation he served two Milwaukee
parishes. In 1985 he was elected bishop of the
Southern Wisconsin District of the former America
Lutheran Church, with offices in Madison. With the
advent of the ELCA in 1988, he served as bishop of the Greater
Milwaukee Synod for the maximum three terms, until 2002. That
year he was elected bishop of the Saint Paul Area Synod, where he
served until his retirement in 2014. Since that time, he has served
two interim positions in international English-speaking
congregations related to the ELCA, first in Oslo, Norway, and most
recently in Bratislava, Slovakia.
Peter and his wife Gerry have four adult children and four
grandchildren. They reside in St. Paul, when they’re not at their
lake cabin in northern Minnesota.
“I look forward to being a part of the life of this synod for the next
10 months. I don’t feel entirely a stranger, since I served this
territory now over 30 years ago and served your neighboring synod
for 14 years. But much has changed, and I’ve appreciated the
conversations I’ve already had as we’ve talked about how my role
here can help lay a good foundation for the next chapter in the life
of this synod. I will meet many of you at the Bishop’s Convocation
in October and will also seek to be in the
conferences of this synod for further
conversations. I am both hopeful and
confident that these next months will
bring good movement of the Spirit in our
midst. Thank you for the invitation to
Sunday,
serve.”

Nov. 3rd, 2:00 am.
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James Hatlen
Thomas Hatlen
4 John Remley
5 Mary Remley
6 Lynsey Wollin Casey
Jennifer Ehle
Lyric Krake Nunn
8 Trina DiPiazza
10 Allison Conant

13 Earlene Hanson
26 Barbara Young
Marty Johnson
27 Natalie Jass
Nellie Bednarek
Bill Reed
30 Basil Remley
Denyce La Mantia

Birthdays are unique because they celebrate who someone is, not what they’ve done. Henri Nouwen wrote, “It is more
important to celebrate a birthday than a successful exam, a promotion or a victory. Because to celebrate a birthday means to
say to someone, ‘Thank you for being you.’ ... On a birthday we
do not say, ‘Thanks for what you did, or said, or accomplished.’
No, we say, ‘Thank you for being born and being among us.’”
To rejoice over someone purely for who they are is an echo of
God’s joy over us. Some families celebrate “baptism birthdays” (anniversaries) by lighting candles, sharing scripture and
prayer, perhaps looking at photos and recounting stories of that
milestone event that marked the beginning of their faith life.
On a birthday, said Nouwen, “we lift someone up and let everyone say, ‘We love you.’” In baptism, God lifts us to his very heart
and declares, “You are my precious child. I love you.”
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Sunday School for elementary-aged children is based on the readings
for worship. Students are invited to leave worship during the sermon,
returning in time for Communion with their families.

Sun. Oct 6th
A Seed of Faith

Sun. Oct 20th
Ten Men Healed

Sue Parsons

Rhonda Wethal

Sun. Oct 13th
(no Sunday School)

Sun. Oct 27th
Jacob Wrestles

Luke 16: 19-31

Luke 17: 11-19

Genesis 32: 22-31

Curtis Brandt
Whatever you have learned or received
or heard from me, or seen in me—put it
into practice. And the God of peace will
be with you. ~Philippians 4:9

CURIOUS about Christianity in other countries?
Join the Sunday Adult Class at 8:45 am, beginning Sunday,
September 29th.

Sept. 29: Revival and Repression in Korea
Oct. 6: Chinese Christianity — Missionaries to Mao
Oct. 13: (no adult class this Sunday)
Oct. 20: Prophetic Religion in Modern Africa
Oct. 27: Liberation Theologies in Latin America
Nov. 3: The Mormons; a true American faith
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Cooksville Lutheran Church
Autumn Fest 2019
Sunday, October 13th
Featuring a community meal, live music, a bake
sale, children’s activities, and more!
10:00 am Worship and Communion Pastor Karla
Brekke presiding.
11:30 am Outdoor Activities begin including a BBQ
pork loin cook-off, live country blues/folk music by Mike
and Jamie McCloskey, a bake sale featuring lefse and
Norwegian treats, an Old Fashioned Pie judging contest
and auction, a silent auction featuring a quilted Autumn
Fest wall hanging and scores of themed baskets, a 50/50
raffle, a pumpkin decorating contest, and children’s
activities.
11:30 am Judging of the Pork Loin Contest with cash
prizes!
12:00 noon meal begins serving: barbecue pork loin
dinner or sloppy joe sandwich, served with cheesy
potatoes, baked beans, homemade pie, and a drink for
$10. The children’s meal will consist of a hot dog, chips,
a bar or cookie, and a drink for $5. Both meals will be
served outside, weather permitting, and until gone.
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1:30 pm Pie Judging Begins with Auction by Dean
George to follow. Participation is open to all so bring
your pies in for judging by 1:30! Half the proceeds go to
the baker, half to the church.
3:00 pm Raffle Drawing. Tickets for the 50/50 raffle will
be sold all afternoon — winner MUST be present to win.
Children’s games will be a Jack O’ Lantern bean bag toss,
“pumpkins in a row,” pumpkin bowling, and pumpkin
decorating!
Contestants for the BBQ pork loin cook-off will need to
contact Rhonda Wethal by October 6th by email
rhondamwethal@hotmail.com or phone 608-320-7184.
Participants should bring their own tent and grill with
their favorite recipe.

The Church is located within the Cooksville Historic
District, at 11927 West Church Street, Cooksville, one
block south of the intersection of Tolles Road and State
Road 59.
For more information see our website
www.cooksvillelutheran.org or find us on Facebook!

Pumpkins are needed for
the Autumn Fest carving
and decorating contest.
If you have pumpkins.
please bring them!
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Wednesday at 10:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Room
Coming together for prayer on Wednesday mornings is an
opportunity to do what the Jesus commands — to pray in God’s
house. Praying together also honors the people who have
entrusted us with their requests. They trust that we will lift up
their loved one in dedicated prayer.
If you have a prayer request and would like us to pray for it, please
fill out a card at the Sunday service or call Kevin Brekke (608-6691218).
Everyone is welcome to join in prayer on Wednesdays. The
group meets in the Fellowship Room . If you have not yet been a
part of this special gathering, please come and join us for a
morning.

Please remember the following members and friends in prayer:
Jenn Williamson, Marilyn Kueng, Evelyn Beyer, Vicky Hubbell,
Sid Anderson Jr., Bill Riley, Jean Lademan, Ramona Whittier,
Harlow Phillips, John Garvan, Henry B.
CLC Special Friends: Joyce Leopold, Ruth Erickson, Dorothy
Froemming, Anna Hanson, Virginia Sime.
Military: Andrew Newcomb, Ben Berge

This is Christ's church.

There is a place for you here.

We are the church that shares a living, daring confidence in
God's grace. Liberated by our faith, we embrace you as a
whole person--questions, complexities and all.
Join us as we do God's work, in Christ's name, for the life
of the world.
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Let’s Keep in Touch!
Please contact the church office if you:
Have a change of address or phone
Would like to be added to the prayer list
Are interested in church membership
Become hospitalized or homebound
Would like to be baptized
Have a death in the family

Church St aff
Church office: 608-882-4408; 11927 W. Church St., Evansville, WI 53536
Pastor Karla Brekke: 608-751-0345 cooksvillelutheranpastor@gmail.com
Secretary, Karen Binger cooksvillelutheran@litewire.net
Minister of Music, Jeanne Julseth: 608-490-1175
Free Blood Pressure Screenings

On the first Sunday of every month, a
free blood pressure screening will be
offered following worship in the
Narthex. This service is offered free
of charge for all who are interested.
Please invite others who may benefit
from these free screenings.

We welcome submissions
to our monthly newsletter!
The deadline is the 15th of
the month. See Karen or
email your submission to
cooksvillelutheran@litewire.net

2019 CLC Council

The Annual
Meeting will
be held the
first Sunday in February.
Annual reports will be
accepted any time
between now and mid
January. The Nominating
Committee will be meeting
soon—details to follow!

Tom Severson (Pres.) 873-6552
Ilene Axford (VP) 873-6914
Rhonda Wethal (Sec.) 320-7184
Tom Parsons (Treas) 295-1697
Anne Brunsell 732-9196
Mary Remley 882-6483
Herb Hanson 455-6778
Earlene Hanson 873-6200
Jennifer Nelson 751-1482
Curtis Brandt 873-0757
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Presiding
Minister

Oct 6

Oct 13

Pastor Karla
Brekke

Pastor Karla
Brekke

Assisting
Minister
Ushers

Oct 27

Pastor Karla Pastor Karla
Brekke
Brekke
Kevin Brekke

Rosa Hanson Rosa Hanson Rosa Hanson Rosa Hanson

Lector

(none)

Sue Parsons and Cheryl Haakenson

Altar Guild
Organist /
Pianist

Paul
Haakenson

Naomi Shep

Sunday School
Teacher

Sue Parsons

(no Sunday
School)

Coffee Hour
Host

Oct 20

Please sign up (Autum Fest!)

Jeanne Julseth Naomi Shep
Rhonda
Wethal

Curtis Brandt

The Graf
Family

Connie
Gregerson
and Marilyn
Kueng

Looking forward to the Holiday Season …
November 27
Evansville Ecumenical Thanksgiving Eve Worship
will be Wednesday, November 27th. Location and
details to follow.
December 1
“Hanging of the Greens” at Cooksville Lutheran, following worship.
Help decorate the church for Advent/Christmas.
December 24
Christmas Eve Candle Light Worship at 4:00 p.m.
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27
8:45 Adult Study
10:00 Worship &
Sun. School
11:00 Fellowship

21
9 am Quilting

20 HOMESTEAD WORSHIP
8:45 Adult Study
10:00 Worship & Sun. School
11:00 Fellowship

Reformation Day

9 am Quilting

28

7 pm Council Meeting

14
9 am Quilting

7
9 am Quilting

MONDAY

13 AUTUMN FEST
8:45 Adult Study
10:00 Worship
(see pages 6-7 for details of
the Festival!)

8:45 Adult Study
10:00 Worship & Sun. School
11:00 Fellowship

6 PENTECOST 17

The Autumn Fest is
October 13th —please
invite your neighbors,
friends, and families!

SUNDAY

29
9 am
Maintenance
Group

22
9 am
Maintenance
Group

15
9 am
Maintenance
Group

8
9 am
Maintenance
Group

1
9 am
Maintenance
Group

TUESDAY

30
10 am Prayer Time
6 pm Choir

23
10 am Prayer Time
11 am Gathering
6 pm Choir

16
10 am Prayer Time
6 pm Choir

9
10 am Prayer Time
6 pm Choir

2
10 am Prayer Time
6 pm Choir

WED.

THU.

31

24

17

10

3

O C TO B E R 2 0 1 9 : C o o k s v i l l e L u t h e r a n
FRI.

25

18

11

4

26

19

12

5

SAT.
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Address Correction Requested

11927 W. Church Street
Evansville, WI 53536

Cooksville Lutheran Church

