A Caring Community Empowered by
God to be Disciples of Christ

Purge me
with hyssop,
and I shall be clean;
wash me,
and I shall be
whiter than snow.
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In cherub choir we sang a song that I still sing
sometimes when it snows.

Whiter than snow
Yes, whiter than snow
Now wash me and I will be
Whiter than snow.
I love watching it snow. It always seems
magical to me. Like God’s blessings gently
falling all around us.
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God does not want us to be stuck in past
failings that taint and stain our present selves.
Like a mother washing her child’s face, God
comes to us with washcloth in hand to wipe
away the dust of the day’s adventures, and
even a lifetime of misadventures.
Let the blessings of God’s grace — the love of
Jesus and his saving
power — fall gently on
you this snowy
season.
God’s Peace
Is With You,
Pastor Karla Brekke
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THE EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD
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When all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also
had been baptized and was praying, the heaven was
opened, and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in
bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven,
"You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well
pleased." (Luke 3:21-23)

SUNDAY

Jesus was baptized by John the Baptist in the
Jordan river. From Luke 3:21-23 —

“By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high
will break upon us, to give light to those who sit in darkness
and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way
of peace.” Luke 1:78-79

In the early church, January 6th was a day
for baptism. The central significance of
Epiphany is that Christ came as the Light of
the World, not just for the Jews but for
Gentiles as well. Christ’s light is for all.

C o o k s v i l l e L u t h e ra n C a l e n d a r J a n u a r y 2 0 1 9

Epiphany is observed annually on January 6. It is an
important word for liturgical churches. The word
epiphany comes from the Greek word
“epiphaneia,” which means “appearance or
manifestation.” It refers to the wise men, who were the first
Gentiles to see the manifestation of God’s appearance in the baby
Jesus. The day is filled with surprises, mysterious visitors, and
exotic gifts. God's story leads us through unexpected twists and
turns, and the mission of God's people introduces us to faith
partners we have never expected.
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(Continued from page 2)

Baptism is the beginning of a new story. It was for Jesus; it
is for us. God claims us as a son or daughter, fills us with the
Holy Spirit, and promises to travel the path with us -- a path
that will lead us home.

January 6

Jan 13

Assisting
Communion

Kelsey Dunn

Assistant
Lector

Altar Guild
Organist
Ushers
Sunday School
Teacher
Coffee Hour
Host

Jan 27

Kevin
Brekke

Minister

Cantor

Jan 20

None
Betty
Hamilton

Betty
Hamilton

Ensemble

Betty
Hamilton

(to be announced following Altar Guild Meeting)

Paul
Naomi Shep
Haakenson
Rosa Hanson

Linda Sime

Rosa
Hanson
Connie
Gregerson

Jeanne
Julseth

Naomi Shep

Rosa
Hanson

Rosa Hanson

Rhonda
Wethal

The Epiphany season is the time when Christ’s
lordship over all creation is revealed, made
manifest, unveiled. What was once known only to
the Holy Family and shepherds at Christmas, now is made known
to a greater audience.
1. Jesus is revealed as “Son of God” to the Magi, court astrologers
from distant lands who come to worship and give this King
their tribute. Jesus’ epiphany as Son of God reaches to the ends
of the earth.
2. Jesus is revealed as “Son of God” to John the Baptist and his
disciples at the river Jordan.

Sue Parsons

Please sign up in the Fellowship Room-thank you!

Thank you to Nancy Krake for all of her past efforts in helping organize
the volunteers for our Sunday services. If you are able to assist with
worship this January by filling any of the roles on the above dates,
please see Pastor Karla or email cooksvillelutheran@litewire.net.
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The Epiphany of Our Lord brings the twelve days of
Christmas to an end and begins a season that will
focus on God's revelation in Jesus.
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3. Jesus is revealed as “Son of God” to a growing base of support
among the populace of Galilee, and particularly a group of
followers, some fishermen, even a tax collector.
Jesus’ epiphany as Son of God reaches even across time, as the
Church, gathered each Lord’s Day around Word and Sacrament, is
embraced by the call to “come and see, come and follow, go and
tell others.” The Epiphany season lasts as long as it takes to move
us from January 6th to Ash Wednesday, which is March 6th this

year.
3

Let’s Keep in Touch!
In his book Awed to Heaven, Rooted in Earth , Walter
Brueggemann writes :

... this is a time to be born.
So we turn to you, God of our life
God of all our years,
God of our beginning....
We dare pray that you will do for us
and among us and through us
what is needful for our newness.
Give us the power to be receptive,
to take the newness you give ....
There is a time to be born, and it is now.
We sense the pangs
and groans of your newness.
Come here now in the name of Jesus. Amen.

Please contact the church office if you or a family member:
Have a change of address or phone number
Would like to be added to the prayer list
Are interested in church membership
Become hospitalized or homebound
Would like to be baptized

Chu rch St aff
Church office: 608-882-4408; 11927 W. Church St., Evansville, WI
53536
Pastor Karla Brekke: 608-751-0345
cooksvillelutheranpastor@gmail.com
Secretary, Kelsey Dunn: cooksvillelutheran@litewire.net
Worship Coordinator & Choir Director, Jeanne Julseth: 608-882-0505

How fitting that the Epiphany season and the new year coincide!
Epiphany reveals a new King, the beginning of his ministry, his new
disciples, his first healings, his “new teaching — with authority” (Mark
1:27). We, too, experience newness, now and year-round. But
newness can be tough. So we trust that God, who “[makes] all things
new” while banishing “mourning and crying and pain” (Revelation
21:4-5), walks with us in this new year — and always.
Every January, the
Christian church
worldwide marks the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. This
ecumenical “octave,” or eight-day observance, lasts from January 18
(the Feast of St. Peter) to January 25 (the Feast of St. Paul).
The week is based on Jesus’ prayer to his heavenly Father in John 17:21
that his followers “may all be one … so that the world may believe that
you have sent me” (ESV). Jesus knew that if Christians were fiercely
divided, people outside the faith wouldn’t want to learn more about
him.
The theme for the 2019 Week of Prayer for Christian
Unity is from Deuteronomy 16:20 (NRSV): “Justice, and
only justice, you shall pursue.”

4

Cooksville Lutheran Church— January 2019 Newsletter

IMAGINE THIS!
1. Resolving to be a mentor this
year.
2. Increasing your gifts to the
congregation.
3. Making a difference in the
life of a child.
4. Volunteering to do
something you have never
done before.
5. Pleasing the Lord in all of
these ways….

The annual meeting of
the Cooksville Lutheran
Church Congregation
will be held Sunday,
Feb. 3rd following the
10:00 am worship
service.
Please bring a dish to
pass for the potluck
luncheon.
See you there!!

17

A Few Words
About Our ELW
Faithful Lutheran worship is
marked by the following:

Join your Sisters in Christ for
Women of the ELCA January Update and Sharing Event
All women are invited!!
Especially leaders and officers of women’s groups.
Saturday, January 12, 2019 -- 1:00-2:30 pm
St. John’s Lutheran, 625 E. Netherwood Street, Oregon
Program includes:
Time for sharing your women’s group’s activities;
Information to assist you in planning events;
Tips and ideas about starting new women’s groups.
Please RSVP by January 8th
to Janna Smith at smithsj@charter.net

Snow date is Saturday, January 26, 1 – 2:30 pm

Yet here, in the quiet and empty days after celebrations
have ceased, the sights and sounds of the
human God among us can better be noticed
and more authentically received.
If Advent brings the world’s attention to the
sounds of one who stands at the door and
knocks, and Christmas marks the
culmination of that knocking in the cry of a
newborn king, then the days thereafter
usher us further into the presence of a God
who not only knocks and draws near, but has opened wide the doors
of heaven and calls us further into the kingdom where God himself
wipes away every tear.

Jill Carattini, an ordained minister, is the editor of the devotional
messages of RZIM’s “ A Slice of Infinity.”
16
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Holy Communion
Sundays at 10:00 a.m.

May the body
and blood of our Lord
Jesus Christ strengthen us in
faith and bring us to eternal life.

Funeral
William "Bill" H. Leopold, Jr.
Born December 18, 1930
Entered life eternal
Friday, December 7, 2018

Rest eternal grant him, O Lord;
and let light perpetual
shine upon him.

Adult Bible Study

Join us for Adult Bible Study
every Sunday at 8:45 am
in the lower level.
See you there,
Betty Hamilton

Trinitarian faith; (that is
faith in the Triune God)
trust that God’s gift of the
world is good and is to be
cared for;
the knowledge that all of us
are sinners but that God
has acted in Christ to save
us;
the reliable centrality of the
word and sacraments that
proclaim these things;
a diversity of local
ceremonial practice;

a strong willingness to
receive the patterns of
worship that have been
used by the church down
through the ages;
the use of song, richly
varied in forms and genres,
as one principal way that all
the people are invited to
participate in the whole
service; and thus by
a participating, singing
assembly drawn together by
the Spirit of Christ in the
word and the
sacraments...and sent into
the world to serve.
(more at: http://download.elca.org/
ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/
Formation_ELW_A_Deeper_Look)
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Nominating Committee Report

can creep into the urgency to get Christmas right, to hold back the night.
“The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight” (ELW, 279).

We met several times in November & December. Each time we
opened with prayer asking God to guide us.

This is freight that Christmas can’t carry when Christmas depends on us.
But Christmas also comes at an opportune time. God did not come to us
that first Christmas when we were at the top of our game or when the
world was perfect. Even the circumstances of Jesus’ birth were a sharp
reminder that all was not well – forced migration to Bethlehem, no room
for the young family, born in a stall. Emmanuel – God with us – came to us
and comes to us precisely at the time when our need is greatest.

We read our Constitution’s directions for our committee. We also
read the Constitution’s description of the Council’s tasks and
responsibilities. We then sought advice from the council, asking them
(1) what are the current council’s strengths, (2) what are the current
council’s challenges, and (3) what kind of leaders does our
congregation need at this time? Here’s a summary of their responses
along with others we polled:
Willingness to work as a team to further CLC’s mission.
Good people and communication skills.
Enthusiasm for stepping out in faith to follow God’s leading.
A positive attitude toward CLC’s ability to thrive with the Spirit’s
help.
We discussed how we are currently fulfilling our congregation’s
mission statement and what we might need in leaders to help move us
forward.
We then asked God to guide us in selecting people to consider being
nominated. After discussion, we selected six people, three males and
three females. We also selected names we might want to contact if
we did not get enough positive responses during the first round.
Three of the six people we asked agreed to be nominated. A fourth
person approached the committee and asked to be nominated. We
sent these four people a letter thanking them for their consideration
and asking them to answer three questions. (These questions were

used by the nominating committee some years ago).
1. What are areas of particular interest regarding the work of our
congregation?
2. What are some of the hopes/dreams/vision you have for CLC?
3. What ways have you served Cooksville or other congregations?

Our attempts to bring about perfection actually get in the way of receiving
the gift. When we try to fit into an unrealistic ideal of who we ought to be
instead of welcoming God into our real self, no matter how messy, then
what is left on the 13th day of Christmas? Fatigue, certainly, but also the
dull acceptance that life moves from cradle to grave.
On Christmas, God has reversed the cradle to grave progression. The
angel announced to the shepherds: “I am bringing you good news of great
joy for all the people: for to you is born this day in the city of David a
savior, who is Christ the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a
child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.”
Here is the new reality. Here is the truth. Our lives are not a meaningless
trudge from cradle to grave, but a joyful journey – true and lasting joy –
from grave to cradle. All our brokenness and death meet life and healing
and hope in the child in the manger. His cradle defeats the grave. We are
loved. We are alive. Now we are free to greet this holy season.
The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton
Presiding Bishop
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

Their answers are have been summarized in the following article.
Our committee has some more work to do in January to fill out the
slate of nominees for positions other than church council. Thank you
for entrusting us to God’s guidance in our work.
Committee Members: Anne Remley-Haines, Earleen Hanson, Joe
Wilder, Pastor Karla Brekke, Nancy Remley, Paul Haakenson, and Sue
Wollin.

6

Cooksville Lutheran Church— January 2019 Newsletter

15

Merry Christmas, Dear church...
Christmas comes at a descending time. The old year is
coming to an end, the new year is not yet here. It is too
late to accomplish goals set on the previous New Year’s
Day, and just enough time to realize that whatever
shape or state you are in will be the shape or state in
which you end the year. There is a hefty dose of “whatmight-have-been.”
In the Northern Hemisphere the trees are bare, fields
are barren, birds have migrated, animals are
hibernating, the days are short and the nights are long.
The earth’s colors are muted, and when there is snow
the world becomes silent. Sometimes during these
short days and long nights I find myself thinking about the brevity of
life. This conflicts with my tendency to believe that the possibility of
self-improvement and renewal is limitless: there is always another day,
more time, another chance.
I remember watching our first child as she slept in her cradle, thinking
about the future before her and, at the same time, the reality that
there would be an end. The Ash Wednesday declaration, “Remember
that you are dust and to dust you shall return,” became more pointed
and more poignant. The cradle-to-grave progression is our path; the
inevitable decline of our strength. “As for mortals, their days are like
grass; they flourish like a flower of the field; for the wind passes over
it, and it is gone, and its place knows it no more” (Psalm 103:15).
Maybe this is why the Christmas season can be so fraught. Of course,
there is anticipation and celebration, but there is also pressure and
stress. Perhaps we are trying to greet the Lord’s birth with our best
efforts (when I was a girl, Christmas preparations were not complete
until the silver was polished, and that job fell to me), but desperation
(Continued on page 15)
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Below you will find the Nominating Committee’s nominees for Church
Council. At the Annual Meeting in February they will be on the ballot
for four open positions. We ask that you prayerfully consider their
abilities to lead us forward in the mission God has for Cooksville
Lutheran. Nominations may also be made from the floor at the annual
meeting.

Now you are Christ's body, and individually members of it.
For even as the body is one and yet has many members, and all the
members of the body, though they are many, are one body, so also
is Christ. For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body,
whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all
made to drink of one Spirit. — 1 Corinthians 12:12-31
Ilene Axford is a long-time member who has
been involved in many service activities,
committees and groups, including council. Her
interests include “continuing to work on our
connectedness” as well as a greater recognition
of mutual ministry ideals including shared
responsibility for growth and maintenance of the
congregation. Future hopes of Ilene’s involve fact-based discussions of
budgets and financial issues, continued growth in discipleship of
individuals, and increased clarity and agreement on mission goals.
Jeanne Julseth has been a member since
2013 and is also the current Choir/Music
Leader and Worship Coordinator on staff.
Prior to coming to Cooksville, she was the
Minister of Music at Ascension Lutheran
Church in Minoqua. Her interests include
unity of purpose, all members rising to their
best potential, and for all people to get along with each other and
recognize the unity of their souls. She is particularly motivated to
“create new ministries that give all ages energy to grow in their
journey of faith.”
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(Continued from page 7)

Paul Haakenson has been a member since 1938, serving
over the years as Sunday School teacher, pianist and
organist, choir member, and he also performs home visits
and home communion. Paul’s particular interests are
centered on worship, music, and contact with older
members. His hope would be to get some of the people on
the inactive list to become active again.
Earlene Hanson came to Cooksville Lutheran in
1967 and has enjoyed serving and being on
many committees with different groups over the
decades. She has observed it to be “inspiring”
to see the changes and to work together. Earlene is particularly
interested in reaching out to members and to the community, and
encouraging members and friends to be involved, particularly in the
music!
Jennifer Nelson began attending in the summer of
2015 and joined CLC in October of 2016.
Regarding the work of our congregation, Jennifer
is interested in youth education and the Sunday
School program, healthy & sustainable finances,
as well as outreach and social justice activities.
She has served in the capacity of Sunday School
teacher, lector, Synod Assembly representative and volunteer at
fundraisers since joining. At her previous church, Trinity Lutheran, she
served similarly as well as also leading the Sunday School as
superintendent, serving nine years on council (3 as President) and
three years on their Missional Discovery Journey Team. Her
aspirations include CLC continuing to be a positive and welcoming
community with a growing membership, and to personally continue to
be involved in the ELCA/SCSW.
Thank you to these members who are eager to serve. They welcome
all of your questions and concerns, so please do not hesitate to visit
with them at any time!

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of
God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with all of you. –2 Corinthians 13:14
8
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The Gathering thanks everyone who worked on lefse making,
harvest dinner and the "follow-up dinner" to serve the food
remaining from Harvest Dinner. Also, thanks for additional
baking to provide goodies to sell with the remaining lefse, which
was done at two bake sales in December. ( Whew, makes me
tired just to "write" all that). All of these efforts made the best
use of cooking/baking that had already been done and added
more than $600.00 to the Harvest Dinner totals! A HUGE thank
you to all who helped.
The only "casualty" of all this work was our old freezer. It died
mid-activities, and thawed all of our lefse, which was quickly refrozen. So, before next lefse season, we need a freezer. Does
anyone have one they are no longer using? We need either an
upright or a small chest freezer to fit in the space available. Let
someone in the office know or talk to a Gathering member if you
have one.

Are You Interested in Volunteering at YOUR
Synod Office?
It's easy and fun and you can sign-up for General Office Volunteer
Work today!
Your synod is looking for people who are available and able to
donate the precious gift of their time to help with general office
work. This could be 2 days a week for a couple of hours in the
morning/afternoon or an ongoing volunteer spot of every Monday
afternoon, just as an example. Your synod staff would love the
chance to get to know you and this a fun way to do just that.
If you have questions please call Robyn Zimmerman at the synod
office, 608-270-0201. You may sign up on line at http://
signup.com/go/urPBwwv
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Evelyn Beyer .........................In honor of my Family
Rosa Hanson .........................In memory of Roger
Blegen
Kevin Brekke .........................In memory of my Father and Lucille
Arthur & Doris Olsen ............In memory of Trygve & Eunice Olsen;
In memory of Lloyd & Corinne Apfel
Paul &Donna Haakenson ......In honor & in memory of our Grandchildren
Rhonda & Mark Wethal ........In memory of JoAnne Farnsworth, Orlin
Wethal; in honor of our 5 Grandchildren
Martha & Jim Johnson ..........In memory of Mothers, Fathers, Brother &
Nephew
Pastor Karla Brekke ..............In memory of my parents, Mae & Carl
Schollmeyer, and my brother Craig
Sue Wollin ............................In memory of my Parents, my Sister, my
Brother
Anne Brunsell & Don Little ...In memory of our Parents and other Loved
Ones

Sunday School for elementary-aged
children is based on the readings for
worship. Students are invited to leave
worship during the sermon time,
returning in time for Communion with
their families. All children are invited to
attend, members or visitors. If you
know any children who may be
interested, please invite them to come
to worship!

Your word is a lamp
to my feet and a
light to my path.
Psalm 119:105

This Month’s
Lessons
Sun. January 6th

“Wise Men”
Linda Sime
Sun. January 13th

“Jesus’ Baptism”
Connie Gregerson
Sun. January 20th

“Wedding at Cana”
Rhonda Wethal
Sun. January 27th

“Jesus goes to
Nazareth”
Sue Parsons

Virginia Sime .........................In honor of my Family
Kathie & Joe Gunn ................In memory of Charlene, Theresa & Chad
Farberg
Paulette Grob-Crans .............In honor or my Children & Grandchildren
Anne Remley-Haines ............In memory of Paige Pinder
Jeanne Julseth ......................In honor of all those who worshipped with us
on Christmas Eve
Erik & Katie Haakenson ........In memory of Iola Haakenson;
In honor of Gigi Whittier
Kristie & Doug Graf ...............In memory of Vernon & Alice Graf;
In memory of Ben & Ann Gunderson
Nancy & Basil Remley ...........In memory of Reed Remley; in memory of
Harvey & Ida Brunsell and Maude Remley
Joe & Erin Wilder ..................In memory of Beatrice Phillips
In memory of Keith Neuhauser
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Sheillah Sheldone Charles, an articulate,
talented 9-year-old Kenyan featured in a BBC
News Africa video, attributes her artistic gifts
to God. It’s comical to hear her say, “I also
teach children,” because she is but a child
herself! But her rationale is profound:

“If you have a talent, don’t just say: ‘It’s
mine alone. I should not teach others.’ So
you should also share your talent out
there.”
Jesus’ parable of the talents in Matthew
25:14-30 teaches us to share our God-given
abilities for purposes larger than our own,
and Sheillah is a fine example!

Sunday School
Staff
Curtis Brandt
(Coordinator)

Rhonda Wethal
Sue Parsons
Linda Sime
Connie Gregerson
Jennifer Nelson
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Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary
Jesus said, “My house shall be called a house of prayer.”
-Matthew 21:13

1
5
6
7
9
13
15

Marilyn Thompson
Ellis Ivy Sime
Dennis Haakenson
Marci Rogers
Jeremy Tomlin
Tom Severson
Andrew Bednarek

Coming together for prayer at all times is an opportunity to do what
the Jesus commands — to pray in God’s house. Praying together also
honors the people who have entrusted us with their requests. They
trust that we will lift up their loved one in dedicated prayer.
If you have a prayer request and would like us to pray for it, please email Kevin Brekke at brekkekev3@netscape.net or give a call at 608
-669-1218.

Everyone is welcome to join in prayer on Wednesdays.
Please remember the following members and friends in prayer:
Steve Ehle, Donna Haakenson, Nancy Krake, Regina Kucharik, Barbara
Kiskunas, Ramona Whittier, Basil Remley, Judy Loy, Dorothy Helley,
Harlow Phillips, Bill Frisbee, Vicky
Hubbell, John Garvan.
CLC Special Friends: Anna Hanson,
Charles Hoff, Don Farberg, Dorothy
Froemming, Rhea Wethal, Ruth
Erickson, Virginia Sime, David Nelson.
Military: Andrew Newcomb, Ben
Berge.

10

Cooksville Lutheran Church— January 2019 Newsletter

16 Steve Ehle
19 Kelsey Dunn
22 Abbey Wethal
Norma Schwarting
23 Joel Gunn Jr.
24 Kevin Brekke
Coffee Hour Hosts Needed

At all times we welcome into
the community of faith all
people, children and adults,
through Holy Baptism. Parents
and sponsors, grandparents
and friends participate along
with the congregation in
welcoming these souls into the
fellowship of Christ’s universal
family. If you have questions
about baptism, please contact
Pastor Karla Brekke.

We are in need of a few
volunteers for the Fellowship
following the worship. Please
consider signing up
for this. The signup
sheet is located in
the fellowship room.
The coffee hour host
duties are to make
the coffee (coffee is
here at the church)
they will also
provide a snack of their choice.
The snack can be either a store
purchased goodie or something
you have made. If you are new to
this, another member would be
glad to show you the ropes.

As many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with
Christ. There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is
no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. -Gal. 3:27-28
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