Dear Friends in Christ,
On August 16th I learned that my sister Vicky’s cancer is not curable. I
cried for two days, tears streaming down my face. I don’t want to live in
a world without my big sister.
At the same time I was preparing a sermon on“be filled with the Spirit,

as you sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs among yourselves,
singing and making melody to the Lord in your hearts, giving thanks to
God the Father at all times and for everything in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ.” (Eph. 5: 18-20)
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Harvest Dinner
Nov. 4th
11 am -2:30 pm
See page 9
for more info!

In my head I know that there is power in lifting
prayers and praise to God in song. But
sometimes my heart does not want to even try.
In spite of my sadness, I got out my guitar. I
haven’t played it in several years. I sat on the
porch and began to sing a simple praise song:

“God is so good. God is so good. God is so good,
God’s so good to me.”
Singing is powerful. Listening to uplifting music
helps, but to engage my own voice and body in
singing changes something deep within. It is like
the difference between listening to someone
pray and talking to God yourself.
So I sang. Kevin popped his head out the door
and said, “Is this where the revival is
happening?” I said, “No, this is where the
SURVIVAL is happening.” He laughed and sat
down. Together we sang psalms & hymns.
It did lift my heart a bit. More importantly, when
I talked with my sister the next day, we both felt
strong. Thank you, God, for filling me with peace
from the Spirit, and thank you, Kevin, for joining
me in singing praise to God, who is close to the
brokenhearted. (Ps. 34:18, Is. 61:1)
(Continued on page 3)

Sept 2

15th Sunday
after
Pentecost

Religion that is pure...is this: to care
for orphans and widows.

James
1:17-21

Setting 10
Sept 9

16th Sunday
after
Pentecost

Service of
Creation

Sept 16

17th Sunday
after
Pentecost

Homestead

Sept 23

18th Sunday
after
Pentecost

Service of
Creation

Sept 30

19th Sunday
after
Pentecost

Healing
Serv ice

Faithful Christians do not show
partiality to the rich and powerful fo
the world, especially at the expense of
the poor and weak. Likewise, faith
does not pay mere lip-service to God’s
will. Instead, a living Christian faith
expresses itself in acts of compassion
and mercy for those in need.

James
2:1-17

This text uses various images to
illustrate how damaging and hurtful
the way we speak to and about other
can be. Not only are we to control our
speech, but what we say and how say
it are to reflect our faith.

James
3:1-12

The wisdom God gives unites our
hearts and minds. Instead of living to
satisfy our own wants and desires, we
manifest this wisdom in peace,
gentleness, mercy, and impartiality
toward others.

James
3:134:3 ,7-8a

Marks of the Christian community
include praying for those who are sick
and in need, celebrating with those in
good health, restoring those who have
strayed, confessing sins to one
another, and offering forgiveness to
each other.

James
5:13-20

Did you know? Within the New Testament canon, the Epistle of James is
noteworthy because it makes no reference to the death, resurrection, or
divine sonship of Jesus. It refers to Jesus twice, as "the Lord Jesus Christ"
and as "our glorious Lord Jesus Christ" (James 1:1, 2:1).
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Jack Finney is a semi-retired ELCA pastor whom you might recall has
preached here for us at Cooksville Lutheran several times when
Pastor Karla has been away on vacation. In addition to supply
preaching he also enjoys offering individual spiritual direction, as well
as talks and retreats on ways of prayer and spiritual practices. He
and his wife, Jan, are members of Christ Lutheran in Stoughton.

Pastor Finney is beginning a monthly Spiritual Deepening Group for
members of area congregations. The first meeting will be held at
Christ Lutheran, Stoughton, on Saturday, September 15 from 9-10:30
a.m.
The gathering will begin with a brief checking in with prayer requests
and sharing God Moments. Then there will be five minutes of silent
reflection followed by a presentation and discussion led by Jack on
ways of prayer and spiritual practices. The time will end with a
closing prayer. A minimum of eight people are needed for the group
to begin. There is no charge. If interested or have any questions,
contact Jack at 608-873-6514 or jjfinney1962@gmail.com

“My favorite ELW setting is setting 4. It
takes me back in time and I especially
love the music for the canticle of praise
‘This is the feast…!’ “—Kelsey Dunn

(Continued from page 1)

This is yet another reason why I believe there is power as we sing
“among ourselves” on Sunday morning — God is present and fills us
with the Spirit. Jesus also promised, “where two or three are gathered

in my name, I am there among them.”

(Matt. 18:20)

May the song in your heart find the way to your lips, and God’s peace
will be with you. —Pastor Karla
For another story on the power of praise, read Acts 16:11-40.
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Upcoming
Worship Festivals
Holy Communion
Every Sunday at 10:00 a.m.

May the body
and blood of our Lord
Jesus Christ strengthen us in
faith and bring us to eternal life.
We commune by
tables the first
Sunday of each
month.

Oct. 28th
Reformation
Sunday
Nov. 4th
All Saints’
Sunday
Nov. 25th
Christ the King
Sunday

We will be celebrating and honoring

Donna Haakenson
September 23rd!
We welcome all former pastors,
members, and friends who have had the
pleasure of working with Donna and
knowing her over a total of 41 years as Choir Director, member,
and volunteer.
A potluck meal will follow our 10:00 am Worship Service on that
Sunday, September 23, 2018, so please, come one and come all
to join us to celebrate! Bring a dish to pass and a fond or funny
memory to share!
Donna’s husband, Paul Haakenson also has a very long musical
history with the church and is one of our three organists still!
4
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The Worship Committee will be meeting on Monday,
September 10th at 11:00 am. If you have any concerns, comments or
suggestions, please share them with any of the members and your input will be included as they prayerfully plan future services, seasons
and events!

Nancy Krake, Chair
Pastor Karla
Paul Haakenson
Donna Haakenson
Ilene Axford
Lynn Bednarek

The CONNECT Team was delighted by the response to the
Community-Wide Food Drive held in July and August and thank all who
participated, volunteered, and spread the word!
Thanks to all who responded so generously to the Food Drive
sponsored by CONNECT, at least 250 pounds of food were donated to
pantries in Evansville, Edgerton and Stoughton! I
know they are glad to have it. This is an ongoing
mission for the church, but this summer boost
emphasizes that food needs are year-round.
CONNECT team will meet again in September, and
continue to talk about ways that we can be in
mission to each other and our community. Thanks
always for your support.
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Classes resume
September 16th!!
Sunday School for
elementary-aged children is
based on the readings for
worship. Students leave
worship during the sermon
time to attend class,
returning in time for
Communion with their families.
All children are invited to attend, members or
visitors. If you are interested in learning more
about volunteering to be a teacher, please
speak with any of our current teachers and they
can answer your questions: Curtis Brandt
(Sunday School Coordinator), Rhonda Wethal,
Sue Parsons, Linda Sime, Connie Gregerson,
and Jennifer Nelson.

~Thank you!

This Month’s
Lessons
Sun. Sept. 16
“Peter’s Faith”
Mark 8:27-38
Sun. Sept. 23

“Who is the
Greatest?”
Mark 9:30-37
Sun. Sept. 30
“Share God’s Love”
Mark 9:38-50

Curious?
Would you like to know more
about Paul and his writings?
Come to Adult Bible Class and get
some answers, or more questions!
Join us on September 16th at 8:45
a.m. as we begin a 6-week study
on Paul.

“What shall I do,
Lord?” (Acts 22:10 ESV).
6

Any questions ask Betty 882-5757.
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Wednesday at 10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary
Coming together for prayer on Wednesday mornings is an
opportunity to do what the Jesus commands — to pray in
God’s house. Praying together also honors the people
who have entrusted us with their requests. They trust
that we will lift up their loved one in dedicated prayer.
If you have a prayer request and would like us to pray for
it, please fill out a card at the Sunday service or call Martha
Johnson (608-289-7617) or Kevin Brekke (608-669-1218).
Everyone is welcome to join in prayer on Wednesdays.

Please remember the following members and friends in
prayer:
Eugenia Shep, Vicky Hubbell, Laura Pehler, Nancy Krake,
Donna Haakenson, Steve Ehle, Tamera Brandt, Ramona
Whittier, Jennifer Ehle, Jacob Conant, Jenn Williamson,
Marilyn Kueng, Sue Parsons, Dorothy Helley, Harlow
Phillips, Evelyn Beyer, Judy Loy, Dale
Westaby, Jan Kettle, Anne Kurey, John
Garvan, Kari David, Rev. John Shep.
CLC Special Friends: Anna Hanson,
Charles Hoff, Don Farberg, Dorothy
Froemming, Rhea Wethal, Ruth
Erickson, Virginia Sime, David Nelson.
Military: Andrew Newcomb, Ben
Berge.
7

1 Scott Wethal

6

Robbie Hanson
2 Paige Winger
Rylee Wessels

7

Trudy Cloud

12 Katie Haakenson

Nicole Bates

14 Rachael Whittier

Pat Foltz

15 Phil Hamilton

10 Nadine Kerl

3 Ross Harried

Sherri Haakenson

4 Herb Hanson

Anne Brunsell

6 Alec Lund-Olson

19 Burt Wheeler
26 Dylan Brandt

11 Randall Sime

Help us continue the rich tradition of music here
at Cooksville Lutheran!
We welcome you to join Choir as weekly
practices resume On Wednesday, Sept. 19th
at 7 pm!
Singing not for you?? The HandBell Choir is
also welcoming new members!! You need
not be able to read music to enjoy performing with the handbells as the instructions are color-coded!
The first Handbell rehearsal is Sunday, Sept 9th at 6:00 pm!

Labor Day, Sept. 3th
Grandparents Day, Sept. 9th
Patriot Day, Sept. 11th
First day of Autumn, Sept. 22nd
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Cooksville Lutheran
Harvest Dinner!!
Sunday, November 4
Serving 11:30-2pm
Adults $13 or 2 for $25,
Children $6.
Menu: Turkey, dressing, mashed potatoes & gravy, squash,
green bean casserole, lefse, cranberries, pie.
A booth with lefse, crafts and silent auction will be in the
fellowship room on the main floor during the event.

We need the support of everyone!
What would you best like to do?
Be a server!
Donate food or money!
Work in the kitchen that day!
Prepare food at home!
Bake Lefse with the basement ladies!
Make pies at home!
Donate hand-crafted items!
A master list of needs will be available for sign up. Jeanne
Julseth will be in charge of the servers and music and the
Remley family will head up the booth in the fellowship room.
We thank you in advance !! ~Linda Sime
Bake sale donations needed: Pies, Christmas cookies, Norwegian
pastries, and/or 4 dozen bars and other cookies Drop off at
church Saturday, November 3rd between 10 am—Noon.
Questions? Contact Martha Johnson 608-882-5751 or
Anne Brunsell 608-732-9196
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Lutheran World Relief Boxcar Loading and
Congregational In-Gatherings Are Coming!
Attention all quilters and kit makers! The Lutheran World Relief
In-gathering in our synod is scheduled on Saturday, October 13th
from 7:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. Wisconsin Southern Railroad Yard 1890 E. Johnson St.- Madison.

BID HIGH—BID OFTEN!!
The Silent Auction ends September 30th
Help support one of our local food pantries by bidding on
the Halloween quilt on display in the Fellowship room this
month.
The high bidder will choose which food
pantry will receive the proceeds. The winner will be announced and notified after
the service on Sunday the 30th.
Thank you to Betty Hamilton, Sue Parsons, Ilene Axford,
Laura Pehler, Kriss Hamilton, and all the other helping hands
that support the Quilting Group by helping out and for the
donated supplies from members and friends.
Thanks so much!!
Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever
sows generously will also reap generously. Each of you should give what you
have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for
God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that
in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every
good work. 2 Corinthians 9:6-8
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South Central WI Synodical Women’s Organization
“Listening for God - Walking with Jesus”
Synod-Wide Women’s Fall Retreat
Saturday, September 22, 2018
8:30 Registration/9:30 Program Begins/3:30 Close
at New Life (St. Matthew’s) Lutheran Church
7564 Cottage Grove Road, on the east side of Madison
Workshop options: Prayer Practices & Creative Expression or
Worshipping through Dance & Movement or Walking, Strength,
and Balance Activities for Health
Questions: 608-692-7553 or sheahan1@sbcglobal.net For more
information on all the speakers, visit the synod website: http://
scsw-elca.org/event/welca-fallretreat2018/

Lutheran Men in Mission “One Year to Live Retreat For Men”
September 21-23, 2018
MacKenzie Environmental Education Center,
Poynette, WI
Register today – space is limited!!

This retreat has been life changing for many attendees!
Join with men of all ages seeking to follow the guidance
of Proverbs 27:17.
For more information and to view participant testimonial
videos: http://www.lutheranmen.org/events
Call or text LMM synod leader, Jim Schieble: (920) 7633433 with other questions.
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September 7th Norwegian Fish Boil at
West Koshkonong Church in Stoughton.
Entertainment will be provided by “The
Promised Band,” Tickets are available
for seatings at 4:30, 5:30, and 6:30 pm.
They are $15.00 in advance, or $16.00 at
the door. Children 6 to 12 years are $5.
During worship on Sunday, September 16th, we will have a
special “Blessing of the Students and the Teachers”. Please
invite a school teacher, bring your neighbors’ children, tell
the bus drivers, and don’t forget to thank our Sunday School
staff for all they do here at CLC!
We will have another Healing Service on the 5th Sunday of
this month, September 30th. Please invite a friend or
neighbor who would enjoy this special service and the
healing prayers.
The Skaalen Craft Fair will be held on October 6th from 9 am
to 2 pm. If you are interested in taking part, please contact
Pam Parsons at 608-873-5651. Reservations are first-come,
first-served.
Donationed handcrafted items for the raffle at the Skaalen
Fall Festival (to be held October 16th) are needed and are
due no later than September 10th. You may contact Pam
Parsons at 608-873-5651. Thank you!!
12
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Let’s Keep in Touch!
Please contact the church office if you or a family member:
Have a change of address or phone number
Would like to be added to the prayer list
Are interested in church membership
Become hospitalized or homebound
Would like to be baptized
If there is a death in your family

Chu rch St aff
Church office: 608-882-4408
Pastor Karla Brekke: 608-751-0345,
cooksvillelutheranpastor@gmail.com
Secretary, Kelsey Dunn cooksvillelutheran@litewire.net
Worship Coordinator, & Choir Director, Jeanne Julseth: 882-0505

GOD’s WORK
Our Hands!
We have a new
bulletin board in
the Fellowship Hall
with many postings regarding
opportunities for you to
contribute your talents to our
missions!
Check it out today and lend a
hand if you can!!

Please make the
following update
on page 14 in
your directories:

Lutheran Social Services
6314 Odana Road
Madison WI 53719
608-277-0610

“God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday will be
Sunday, September 9, 2018. This day is an
opportunity to celebrate who we are as the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America – one church,
freed in Christ to serve and love our neighbor.
Service activities offer an opportunity for us to explore one of our most
basic convictions as Lutherans: that all of life in Jesus Christ – every act of
service, in every daily calling, in every corner of life – flows freely from a
living, daring confidence in God’s grace.
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Sept 2

Sept 9

Sept 16

Sept 23

Sept 30

Pastor Rod
Nordby

Pastor Karla
Brekke

Pastor Karla
Brekke

Pastor Karla
Brekke

Pastor Karla
Brekke

Curtis Brandt

Erik
Haakenson

Kevin Brekke

Anne
RemleyHaines

Ilene Axford

Curtis Brandt

Erik
Haakenson

Kevin Brekke

Anne
RemleyHaines

Ilene Axford

Ushers

Art & Doris
Olsen

Rosa Hanson

Lector

Jennifer
Nelson

Richard
Krake

(none
needed)

Rhonda
Wethal

Bob
Haakenson

Cantor

Betty
Hamilton

—

—

—

—

Organist

Paul
Haakenson

Sunday School
Teacher

(no class)

Coffee Hour Host

Ilene Axford

Presiding
Minister
Assisting
Minister
Communion
Assistants
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Rosa Hanson Rosa Hanson
& Patty Smith & Phil Monk

Naomi Shep Jeanne Julseth Naomi Shep

(no class)

Curtis Brandt

Please sign
Please sign up!
up!

Douglas &
Kristie Graf

Naomi Shep

Jennifer
Nelson

Linda Sime

POTLUCK

Please sign
up!
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8:45 Adult Study
10:00 Worship & Sun. School
11:00 Fellowship

30

25
9 am
Maintenance
Group

7 pm Choir

27

20

28
St. Michael
Festival

21

29

22

15

24
9 am Quilting
11 am Staff Meeting

19
10 am Prayer
Time
7 pm Choir
Resumes!
26
10 am Prayers
11 am Gathering

Holy Cross
Day

14

23
8:45 Adult Study
10:00 Worship & Sun. School
11:00 Fellowship

18
9 am
Maintenance
Group
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17
9 am Quilting
11 am Staff Meeting
7 pm Council Meeting

12
10 am Prayer
Time

5
10 am Prayer
Time

16
8:45 Adult Study
10:00 Worship & Sun. School
11:00 Fellowship

11
9 am
Maintenance
Group

4
9 am
Maintenance
Group

10
9 am Quilting
11 am Worship
Committee and Staff
Meeting

LABOR DAY

9
10:00 Worship
11:00 Fellowship
11:00 am Altar Guild Mtg.
6-7:30 pm Handbells

7

FRI.

8

6

THU.

3

WED.

2
10:00 Worship
11:00 Fellowship

TUESDAY

The Silent Auction for the Halloween Quilt
ends Sept. 30th—don’t miss out!!

MONDAY
1

SUNDAY

SAT.

C o o k s v i l l e L u t h e ra n C a l e n d a r f o r S e p t e m b e r 2 0 1 8
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Address Correction Requested

11927 W. Church Street
Evansville, WI 53536

Cooksville Lutheran Church

