A Caring Community Empowered by God to be Disciples of Christ

Dear Church family,

Look at the birds of the
air; they neither sow
nor reap...and yet your
heavenly Father feeds
them. Are you not of
more value than they?

—Matthew 6:26
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Last fall a group of eight people met weekly
to study the book Unbinding the Gospel.
Over the course of eight weeks we
discussed the book and really enjoyed our
time together!
This group would now like to lead this small
-group study for the entire congregation.
Please join us for an exciting adventure in
Christianity! We will use the companion
book entitled Unbinding Your Heart. We
will begin the week of March 1st and
conclude before Easter.
The introduction says:

“This book is about untying the knots that
keep us from living exciting lives...with God
and with each other. It’s about unbinding
the Good News that God adores us and
everyone else, that God has shown this to
us through Jesus Christ.” (p. 3)
The book also has a 40-day prayer journal
which includes many forms of classic
Christian prayer.
I would LOVE to see each one of you take
part in this experience. I have prayed and
dreamed about doing this as a church
(Continued on page 2)

Cooksville will offer Sunday morning, Wednesday morning, and
Wednesday evening groups, but the curriculum will be the same
for each, starting March 1st and ending before Easter.
Week

Read Intro. & Chapter 1

1

Why Do Evangelism?

Read Chapter 2

2

Unbinding the Gospel with
Prayer

Read Chapter 3

3

Real Life

Read Chapter 4

4

What New Members Want— Read Chapter 5
Transformed Lives

5

How’s Your Church Doing?

Read Chapter 6

6

Smart Sailing

Chapters are finished,
continue with prayer journal

(Continued from page 1)

family for the past five years. At their December meeting
the church council voted to support the Unbinding Your
Heart 40 Day Small-Group experience for this Lenten Season. I am
very excited that we are going on this journey together!
People in churches across the country who have used this study are
thrilled about what is happening in their congregations: deeper
relationships with God, a rich, meaningful personal prayer life, and
a new sense of God’s activity in their lives. People are saying they
can be more ‘real’ with others as their relationship with God
grows...and that this extends to relationships within their families
and with people in every area of their lives.
More details are coming soon. Sign-ups for groups will begin in
about four weeks. Think about what time would be best for you:
Sun. 8:30 am; Wednesday 10:30 am; Wednesday 6:00 pm.
God bless you and keep you in the grace of Jesus,
Pastor Karla
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Unbinding Your Heart: 40 Days of Prayer & Faith Sharing is a 6-week
individual and small-group study for the entire congregation. It is a
book for Christians who want a hopeful, powerful, joy-filled way to
learn to share their faith.

How this study helped St John’s in Evansville:
“The six-week journey was a critical step in the life of St.
John’s. It taught us how to talk about our faith and how
to pray for each other. As we shared the journey, we
grew in Christ-centered friendships. It was perfect for
the season of Lent.
I would highly recommend it to other congregations. The
church, now more than ever, needs to learn to talk about
our faith, share our faith, and pray for one another for
the sake of God’s mission.
We still revisit this book every couple of years. The
Unbinding journey definitely made us a stronger and
more faithful church; it changed us for the good.”
—Pastor Matthew Poock, 12/16/2019

How “Unbinding Your Heart” could work for us:
During the season of Lent (3/1— 4/5) the congregation focuses on:
Reading a chapter a week in “Unbinding Your Heart”
Attending weekly small group meetings (about one hour each)
Daily prayer using the Prayer Journal in the book
Each group will have 8 to 10 people in it so that everyone will have
the opportunity to talk. There will be no pressure to “do” anything
other than read each week’s chapter, do the daily prayer exercises,
and attend six meetings. Discussions at group meetings will be
strictly confidential. At prayer times, we will be encouraged to pray
in whatever way that is comfortable for each of us. The group
meetings are intended to put us at ease with one another, our faith,
and with God.
Small group leaders will facilitate discussion on the week’s reading,
and lead the group through reflecting how the content applies to
themselves, and to our congregation.
During Worship, the music and sermon will build on each week’s
theme. The journey begins March 1st—please join us!!
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Epiphany is observed annually on January 6. The word epiphany
comes from the Greek word “epiphaneia,” which means
“appearance or manifestation.” It refers to the wise men, who
were the first Gentiles to see the manifestation of God’s
appearance in the baby Jesus.
The day is filled with surprises, mysterious
visitors, and exotic gifts. God's story leads us
through unexpected twists and turns, just as
the wisemen and the holy family, in following
divine guidance, journeyed to places
unknown.

God’s mission also introduced the holy family to faith partners
(the wisemen) they had never expected.
The central significance of Epiphany is that Christ came as the
Light of the World, not just for the Jews but for Gentiles as well.
Christ’s light is for all.

Jesus was baptized by John the Baptist in the
Jordan river.
When all the people were baptized, and when
Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, the
heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit descended
upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice
came from heaven, "You are my Son, the Beloved;
with you I am well pleased." (Luke 3:21-23)
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Baptism is the beginning of a new story. It was for Jesus; it is for
us. God claims us as sons and daughters, fills us with the Holy
Spirit, and promises to travel the path with us -- a path that will
lead us home.

The Epiphany of Our Lord brings the twelve days of Christmas to an
end and begins a season that will focus on God's revelation in
Jesus.
The Epiphany season is the time when Christ’s lordship over all
creation is revealed, made manifest, unveiled. What was once
known only to the Holy Family and shepherds at Christmas, now is
made known to a greater audience.
1. Jesus is revealed as “Son of God” to the Magi, court
astrologers from distant lands who come to worship and
give this King their tribute. Jesus’ epiphany as Son of God
reaches to the ends of the earth.
2. Jesus is revealed as “Son of God” to John the Baptist and his
disciples at the river Jordan.
3. Jesus is revealed as “Son of God” to a growing base of
support among the populace of Galilee, and particularly a
group of followers, some fishermen, even a tax collector.
Jesus’ epiphany as Son of God reaches even across time, as the
Church, gathered each Lord’s Day around Word and Sacrament, is
embraced by the call to “come and see, come and follow, go and
tell others.” The Epiphany season lasts as long as it takes to move
us from January 6th to Ash Wednesday, which is February 26th this
year.
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Sunday School for elementary-aged
children is based on the readings for
worship. Students are invited to leave
worship during the sermon time,
returning in time for Communion with
their families. All children are invited to
attend, members or visitors. If you
know any children who may be
interested, please invite them to come
to worship!

This Month’s
Lessons

Stay tuned for exciting information about
the upcoming “Unbinding the Heart” group
for everyone to join and enjoy!

“The Lamb of God”

“The Wise Men”
Oh, we have learnt to peer and pore
On tortured puzzles from our youth,
We know all labyrinthine lore,
We are the three wise men of yore,
And we know all things but the truth…
Go humbly, humble are the skies,
And low and large and fierce the star;
So very near the manger lies
That we may travel far.

Hark! Laughter like a lion wakes
To roar to the resounding plain.
And the whole heaven shouts
and shakes,
For God himself is born again…

—G.K. Chesterton
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Sunday, January 5

“Jesus the Word”
Rhonda Wethal
Sunday, January 12

“Jesus’ Baptism”
Curtis Brandt
Sunday, January 19
Connie Gregerson
Sunday, January 26

“The Disciples”
Jennifer Nelson

Sunday School
Staff
Curtis Brandt
Coordinator
Rhonda Wethal
Sue Parsons
Connie Gregerson
Jennifer Nelson

New Volunteers
Welcome also!
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The 2020 Directory will be published in February.
Each February we print a new church directory. Take a look at your
contact information in the 2019 Directory. Are there any changes or
additions? Please be sure to have the latest contact information for
you or a family member, especially if someone has
moved, changed phone numbers, gotten a new
email address, etc. We are especially grateful for
contact information for students and young people

who may have moved out of the area temporarily,
so that we can stay in touch! Please let Pat Foltz
know at foltzpa@gmail.com and also copy your
email to the church office. Thanks a bunch!

Food &
Fellowship
We always have such
a good time visiting
and encouraging one
another following
worship. These cold
winter mornings
especially give us a
good reason to enjoy
something warm to
drink and a good
conversation with our
brothers and sisters
in Christ.

The Sign-up Sheet is
in the Fellowship Hall
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Attention Members:
Cooksville Lutheran Annual Meeting
Sunday, February 2, 2020
Following

Worship & Potluck Dinner
Please bring a dish to pass

The Written Annual Report is being compiled. We prefer you
submit annual report articles ASAP, however the absolute last
day for submissions will be Sunday, January 19th.
This includes any resolutions or action items to be considered.
Please send submissions to the office email,
cooksvillelutheran@litewire.net or leave a hard copy on the
office desk.
All committee/group leaders, please include your thoughts
about where you have seen God at work in your group and
among your participants this past year.
We expect reports from: pastor, council president, council
secretary, treasurer, executive committee, Altar Guild, Auditors,
CONNECT team, Autumn Fest, The Gathering, Worship
Committee, Music ministry (choir, bell choir), Quilters,
Maintenance Group, Sunday School, Confirmation, Treasurer,
and the Nominating Committee.
You may pick up a copy of the Annual Report on Sunday, January
26, following worship. Please remember your congregation, its
leaders and members in prayer as we reflect on this past year of
ministry and plan for God’s mission through Cooksville Lutheran
Church in 2020.
8
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The nominating committee will be
meeting soon to prayerfully consider
leaders to fill out our slate of
nominations.
Those serving on the committee this year are Pastor Karla, Connie
Gregerson, Erik Haakenson, Kristi Graf, Laura Pehler, Randy Sime, and
Sue Parsons. Please pray for the committee members and their work
together.
We will be seeking nominees for the following positions:
Church Council: three people for 3-year terms. All nominees will fill
out a form and will have a paragraph written about their desire to
serve in the February Newsletter. Voting will be by written ballot if
there are more than three nominees. (Nominations may be made
from the floor at the Annual Meeting).

Nominating Committee: six people to serve for 2021 election.
Cannot serve 2 consecutive years. Preferable to have two
members from outgoing council (Herb Hanson, Tom Severson,
Mary Remley).
South Central Synod Assembly Voting Members: two people, male
and female, if possible, and 1 youth (optional).
The Pastor is always a voting member of the Assembly.
Voting Members must be available to attend the Synod
Assembly, May 1-2 (Friday & Saturday) at the Kalahari Resort
& Convention Center (Wisconsin Dells). Served in 2019:
Jennifer Nelson, Curtis Brandt, (Ilene Axford substituted for
Curtis at the August meeting).
Lutherdale Annual Meeting Delegates—Two delegates
needed. Served in 2019: Pat & Steve Foltz.
Skaalen Home Annual Meeting Delegates—Two delegates needed.
Served in 2019: Rosa Hanson, Kristie Graf.
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December's activities have already become memories, so as
we switch our focus to "New year" activities, be ready to join in
a CONNECT Epiphany event. Epiphany season starts with the
gift of a Savior to all people as celebrated by the visit of the
"wise men from the East" to the new baby-king. That visit
followed months of study and travel and
included their bringing of gifts to the family.
We can't match these gifts, but acknowledge
that the sharing of gifts is meaningful and fun.
We invite you all to a soup meal prepared by
the team, followed by a "re-gift" exchange on
Sunday, January 12, 2020.
Bring a wrapped gift or two to pass along during our fellowship
time. These gifts can be anything you think someone else might
enjoy. No need to purchase a gift; wrap up a household item or
something you can no longer use or have no room for anymore.
Think "White elephant gift." We will "re-gift" them to each
other or donate them to our local food/household goods
pantries. It should be fun and maybe silly.

SO: RE-GIFT and SOUP FELLOWSHIP time:
Sunday, January 12. Grab something fun
from your house, closet, or pantry; wrap it
and join the CONNECT activity.
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Gifts in Kind for CLC
The following items can be
put to use immediately for
ministry! Please remember
the church the next time you
go shopping.

First-class stamps – (current
usage exceeds 100/month)
Hand soap refills, Toilet
paper

Legal-sized copier paper

Cooksville Lutheran Church
relies on volunteers to
accomplish the many tasks of
ministry. This month a special
thank you goes out to:

Pat Foltz, for coordinating
donations of poinsettias for Christmas Eve worship.
Nancy Krake, for coordinating volunteers to assist with
worship leadership, including extra volunteers for special
services.
The Altar Guild for taking care of the altar and communion.
To all who purchased Poinsettias, the church was a sight to
behold.
The musicians and singers who enrich our worship services.
The Ushers who welcome members and guests alike and
make everyone feel at home.
To Jeanne Julseth for coordinating the music!
To All the volunteers who behind the scene, continue to give
freely their skills and time take help keep Cooksville Lutheran
a thriving community!
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Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary
Coming together for prayer at all times is an opportunity to do what
the Jesus commands — to pray in God’s house. Praying together also
honors the people who have entrusted us with their requests. They
trust that we will lift up their loved one in dedicated prayer.
If you have a prayer request and would like us to pray for it, please email Kevin Brekke at brekkekev3@aim.com or give a call at 608-6691218.

Everyone is welcome to join in prayer on Wednesdays.

Our Father and our God, we confess our need of Your presence
and Your guidance as we face the future. We each have our hopes
and expectations for the year that is ahead of us—but You alone
know what it holds for us, and only You can give us the strength and
the wisdom we will need to meet its challenges… we thank You for
the promise and hope of this new year, and we look forward to it
with expectancy and faith. May we never presume on Your past
goodness or forget all Your mercies to us, but may they instead lead
us to repentance, and to a new commitment to make You the foundation and center of our lives this year. Amen.
(an excerpt from a Billy Graham prayer printed in the 2008 Saturday Evening Post)

Please remember the following members and friends in prayer:
Jenn Williamson, Rosa Hanson, Ron Hatlen, Jeff Spindler, Louise Kluge, Rev.
John Shep, Rev. David Stratton, Marilyn Kueng, Evelyn Beyer, the family of
Sid Anderson Jr., Bill Riley, Jean Lademan, Ramona Whittier, Harlow Phillips,
John Garvan, Henry B.
CLC Special Friends: Joyce Leopold, Ruth Erickson,
Dorothy Froemming, Anna Hanson, Virginia Sime.
Military: Andrew Newcomb.
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1
5
6
7
9
13

Marilyn Thompson
Ellis Ivy Sime
Dennis Haakenson
Marci Rogers
Jeremy Tomlin
Tom Severson

15 Andrew Bednarek
19 Kelsey Dunn
22 Abbey Wethal

Norma Schwarting
23 Joel Gunn Jr.
24 Kevin Brekke

You are invited to Town Hall Meetings— Your Voice Matters!
Sunday, January 12 — 2:00 pm
Hope Lutheran, 3702 County Rd AB, McFarland WI
As we prepare for the election of a new bishop, we will have
conversations around these two questions:
1. What are the strengths and challenges of this synod and what
makes this synod unique, what is it facing at this moment in
history and from that snapshot…
2. What skills and characteristics would serve in the person of the
next bishop?
A team will condense those comments into a profile of the synod and
a profile of the bishop we seek. We thank you in advance for your
participation!
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Connie Gregerson

In memory of Jackie Stark

Arthur & Doris Olsen

In memory of Trygve & Eunice Olsen
In memory of Lloyd & Corinne Apfel
In memory of Debra Olsen

Paul Haakenson

In memory of Donna, and grandson Miles Haakenson

Rhonda & Mark Wethal

In memory of JoAnne Farnsworth
In memory of Orlin and Rhea Wethal
In honor of our 5 grandchildren

Richard & Marilyn Thompson

In memory of loved ones

Pastor Karla Brekke

In memory parents, Carl & Mae; & brother Craig

Kevin Brekke

In memory of my father Rody, and Lucille

Evelyn Beyer

In memory of Alan Beyer, in honor of loved ones

Sue Wollin

In honor of Christ’s birth

Anne Brunsell & Don Little

In memory of our loved ones

Virginia Sime

In honor of children, grandchildren, greatgrand children, and great-great-grandchildren

Kathie Gunn

In memory of Therese & Chad Farberg
In memory of Don & Charlene Farberg

Paulette Grob-Crans

In memory of Henry & Florence Walser,
Richard Walser, and Margaret Sanfleben

Bob & Sherri Haakenson

In memory of loved ones

Nancy & Richard Krake

In memory of Marcella & James Krake
In memory of Norma Carthew Denner, and
George Carthew

Laura Pehler

In memory of William Leopold
In honor of Joyce Leopold

Kristie & Doug Graf

In memory of Vernon & Alice Graf
In memory of Ben & Ann Gunderson

Nancy & Basil Remley

In memory of loved ones,
and son Reed Remley

Joe & Erin Wilder

In memory of grandparents

Jennifer Nelson

In memory of Katherine Snell
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“The ultimate measure of a man is
not where he stands in moments
of comfort and convenience, but
where he stands at times of
challenge and controversy.”

“I have decided to stick with love.
Hate is too great a burden to
bear.”
“Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that. Hate
cannot drive out hate; only love can do that.”

“True peace is not merely the absence of tension; it is the presence
of justice.”
“We must develop and maintain the capacity to forgive. He who is
devoid of the power to forgive is devoid of the power to love. There
is some good in the worst of us and some evil in the best of us. When
we discover this, we are less prone to hate our enemies.”
“We must come to see that human progress never rolls in on wheels

of inevitability. It comes through the tireless efforts and persistent
work of [people] willing to be coworkers with God ….”
“Our lives begin to end the day we become silent about things that
matter.”

“Take the first step in faith. You don’t have to see the whole
staircase, just take the first step.”

The object of a New Year is not that we should have a new year. It is
that we should have a new soul and a new nose; new feet, a new
backbone, new ears, and new eyes. Unless a particular man made
New Year resolutions, he would make no resolutions. Unless a man
starts afresh about things, he will certainly do nothing effective.
—G.K. Chesterton
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This month various groups will be constructing a
Tintinnabularium (Tinte-nab-u -lehr-e-um) to add to the
festive nature of our worship service. The word is
derived from Latin which means “to ring, tinkle” and is
associated with the reverberating and lingering sound of
ringing bells.
In a liturgical context the Tintinnabularium is a worship
appointment carried and/or displayed from a long pole
with many bells attached to a framework of ribbons,
stars and other ornamental pieces.
It's all right (and maybe even desirable) for a
tintinnabularium to be a little over-the-top. This is one
place where excess, expressive of our barely contained
joy in God's great and wondrous deeds, is perfectly fine, so create
your tintinnabularium with a sense of joyous abandon. When first
introduced to the assembly, your handiwork may evoke a few baffled
expressions, but most people will also smile or even laugh out loud.
Over time, they may well develop a fond attachment to this worship
appointment.
Once created, the tintinnabularium may be incorporated into worship
on many (or all) festive occasions. Carried in procession at the
beginning of worship (positioned right after the processional cross),
the tintinnabularium enhances the sound, movement, and joy of
festive worship. Toward the end of worship, the tintinnabularium is
effective as part of the assembly's procession out into the world. In
between, the tintinnabularium may be used in conjunction with
baptisms or affirmations of baptism, join the gospel procession, or
accompany the offering procession when the gifts are brought
forward.
We will be introducing our Tintinnabularium during Epiphany.
to Kelsey for volunteering several hours
to work on the Newsletter on 1/4. Thank you to Ilene, Pat,
and many others who have made themselves available to
help with office work. You make me smile! -Pastor Karla
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Let’s Keep in Touch!
Please contact the church office if you or a family member:
Have a change of address or phone number
Would like to be added to the prayer list
Are interested in church membership
Become hospitalized or homebound
Would like to be baptized

Chu rch St aff
Church office: (608) 882-4408; 11927 W. Church St., Evansville, WI
53536 ~cooksvillelutheran@litewire.net
Pastor Karla Brekke: (608) 751-0345, karlabrekke@charter.net
Minister of Music, Jeanne Julseth: (608) 490-1175

IMAGINE THIS!
1. Resolving to be a
mentor this year.
2. Increasing your gifts to
the congregation.
3. Making a difference in
the life of a child.
4. Volunteering to do
something you have
never done before.
5. Pleasing the Lord in all
of these ways….

Thank you to the members
and families who signed up
last year to clean the
church and help us save
money!!

Curtis Brandt, Jennifer
Nelson, Rhonda & Brady
Wethal, Earlene Hanson,
Anne Brunsell, and Sue
Wollin.
There is a new sign-up
sheet in the Fellowship
Room for 2020! Won’t you
help us make the new year
and our church SHINE?
Thank you!!!
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Sunday

Sunday

Sunday

Sunday

January 5

January 12

January 19

January 26

Pastor Karla
Brekke

Pastor Karla
Brekke

Pastor Karla
Brekke

Pastor Karla
Brekke

Curtis Brandt

Nancy Krake

————

Ilene Axford

Lector

Jenn Nelson

Kelsey Dunn

Ensemble

Connie
Gregerson

Cantor

Betty Hamilton

Betty Hamilton

Ensemble

Betty Hamilton

Altar Guild

Ilene Axford

Ushers

Pat Foltz and
Rosa Hanson

Rich Krake,
Rocky & Lyric,
Rosa Hanson

Rosa Hanson

Phil Hamilton
Rosa Hanson

Organist

Paul Haakenson

Naomi Shep

Jeanne Julseth

Naomi Shep

Sunday
School
Teacher

Rhonda Wethal

Curtis Brandt

Coffee Hour
Host

Ilene Axford

CONNECT Team

Minister
Assisting
Minister
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Connie Gregerson Jennifer Nelson

Please sign up!

Please sign up!
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9:00 am
Maintenance
Group

28

9:00 am Quilting

7:00 pm Council
Meeting

27

9:00 am Quilting

2nd Sunday After Epiphany

8:45 am Adult Bible Study
10:00 am Worship/Sunday School
11:00 am Fellowship
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3rd Sunday After Epiphany

8:45 am Adult Study
10:00 am Worship/Sunday School
11:00 am Fellowship

9:00 am
Maintenance
Group

21

20

Townhall Meeting
19
22

6:00 pm Choir

10:00 am Prayer
Time

29

10:00 am Prayer
Time
11:00 am Gathering
6:00 pm Choir
30

23

10:00 am Prayer
Time

9:00 am
Maintenance
Group
6:00 pm Choir
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9:00 am Quilting

8:45 am Adult Bible Study
10:00 am Worship/Sunday School
11:00 am Fellowship
2:00 pm Synod

13

10:00 am Prayer
Time
6:00 pm Choir
15

2

9:00 am
Maintenance
Group
14

9:00 am Quilting

8:45 am Adult Bible Study
10:00 am Worship/Sunday School
11:00 am Fellowship
12 Baptism of Our Lord

WED.

Happy New Year!

1

9

TUESDAY

8

7

6

MONDAY

THU.

31

24

17

10

3

FRI.

Cooksville Lutheran Church Calendar for Januar y 2020

SUNDAY

5 Epiphany of Our Lord

19

25

18

11

4

SAT.
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Address Correction Requested

11927 W. Church Street

Cooksville Lutheran Church

