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Church
News

Attention All Members!
Please join us for the Annual Meeting of our
congregation on February 4th. The meeting
will take place following worship and a potluck
meal. Please bring a dish to share if you are
able! All are welcomed around the table.
You may pick up a copy of the Annual Report on Sunday, January 28,
following worship, or during regular office hours on Monday that
week (11:00am to 2:00 pm).
Please remember your congregation, its leaders and members in
prayer, as we reflect on this past year of ministry and plan for God’s
mission through Cooksville Lutheran Church in 2018 and beyond!
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D

o you know what
ancient feast is
celebrated on February 2nd? No, it’s not
Groundhog Day! Here's the full name: The
Presentation of Our Lord. It is based on the
story from Luke of Mary and Joseph with the
infant Jesus at the temple.
According to Mosaic law a mother who had
given birth was to be excluded from temple
worship for forty days. Counting forward from
December 25th as day one, we find day forty
is February 2nd. (Not that December 25th is the
actual date of Jesus’ birth, but it is the day we have
chosen to remember and celebrate his birth.) So
on February 2nd we celebrate Mary and
Joseph with Jesus at the Temple. Two
prophets, Simeon and Anna, spotted the
infant Jesus. Simeon took Jesus into his arms
and sang out,
(Continued on page 2)

Lord, now you let your servant go in peace, your word has been
fulfilled. My own eyes have seen the salvation, which you have
prepared in the sight of every people: a light to reveal you to the
nations, and the glory of your people, Israel.

Simeon's song, called the "Nunc Dimittis" (from the Latin “now you
dismiss”), has been sung in worship since the fourth century. It may
be sung after communion (See ELW p. 113, 135) as we leave the table
of salvation and return to the world. It has always been a part of the
Evening Prayer liturgy where worshippers commit themselves into
God's care for that "little death" of sleep. (See the ELW hymnbook, page
324). As the day draws to its close, so too our lives will come to an
end. The dying of the day reminds us of our own death, when we will
place ourselves in God's care trusting Christ's power to save us from
eternal death. We are able to go in peace, as Simeon did.

B

y the 7th century, some churches had a procession with candles
into the church on February 2nd. The solemn procession
represented the entry of Christ, who is the Light of the World, into
the church. In many places the festival was called Candlemas. People
would take their candles to church to be blessed, then they used
them throughout the year.

W

hen someone is near death the pastor may use the rite,
"Commendation of the Dying." It is a brief service of prayer,
scripture, and blessings that surround the loved one with Christ's
promises. The pastor lays hands on the head of the dying and says a
prayer that ends with this: "…May you rest in peace and dwell
forever in the paradise of God." Then the words of Simeon are
prayed, “Lord, now you let your servant go in peace …" As we make
Simeon's words our own, we are testifying to the Light that breaks in
upon the darkness, even the darkness of death!

O

n Ash Wednesday we have ashes smudged on our foreheads
while we hear these words of truth proclaimed to us "Remember
that you are dust, and to dust you shall return." It is true -- each one
of us will come to the end of our life, just as Simeon did. But when
that time comes, as those who are "sealed with the Holy Spirit and
marked with the cross of Christ forever," we can say, "Now you let
your servant depart in peace." In fact, we can say with confidence
"My own eyes have seen your salvation.”
In all your partings, I encourage you to think of them as Simeon did
— as opportunities to reflect on what God has done, and place your
future in God’s hands. Yes, you can depart in peace, God has been
with you till now and will continue to hold you in the palm of his
hand. God's Peace Be With You! —Pastor Karla Brekke
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A preacher who had always feared death felt
powerless to comfort others who were
facing it. Toward the end of his life, he
moved to another house. When all the
furniture had been packed, he lingered in the
home where he’d raised his children and
prepared many sermons. An assistant
interrupted those reflections by saying,
“Everything’s gone, sir, but the new house is
better than this one. Come away.”

The preacher never forgot this lesson. God has prepared for his
children a home infinitely better than earth — “an eternal house in
heaven, not built by human hands” (2 Corinthians 5:1, NIV).

Food & Fellowship:

We always have
such a good time visiting and encouraging
one another following worship. These
cold winter mornings especially give us a
good reason to enjoy something warm to
drink and good conversation. Please join
us!
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Epiphany began
with the light of
the star guiding
the Wisemen to
Jesus. We end the
Epiphany season
with a more
brilliant, light! On
the mountain
Jesus is “transfigured” before
Peter, James, and John who see
His glory revealed. His face shone
like the sun and his clothes
became dazzling white. Elijah and
Moses appear and talk to Jesus,
strengthening him for what will
happen in Jerusalem.
Jesus’ disciples were overcome by
fear at this display of pure,
unfiltered, divine light. Just think,
they saw with their own physical
eyes the spiritual reality of Jesus
as “the light of the world” (John
8:12). The veil was lifted for a
brief moment and their earthly
eyes saw what only faith can
grasp while we are in this flesh.
They saw God’s love shining
through Jesus in a way we will not
see until we see Jesus face to
face. But until then, we are
encouraged to listen intently to
Jesus. The Transfiguration story
can be found in Matthew 17; Mark 9;
and Luke 9.
4

Six days later, Jesus took with
him Peter and James and John,
and led them up a high mountain
apart, by themselves. And he
was transfigured before
them, 3and his clothes became
dazzling white, such as no one on
earth could bleach them. 4And
there appeared to them Elijah
with Moses, who were talking
with Jesus. 5Then Peter said to
Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to
be here; let us make three
dwellings, one for you, one for
Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6He
did not know what to say, for
they were terrified. 7Then a
cloud overshadowed them, and
from the cloud there came a
voice, “This is my Son, the
Beloved; listen to
him!” 8Suddenly when they
looked around, they saw no one
with them any more, but only
Jesus. —Mark 9
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As a corporate sign that we
are entering a season of
penitence, we bid farewell to
the ‘Alleluia’ at the end of
our worship on
Transfiguration Sunday, the
last Sunday before Ash
Wednesday.
First we sing the hauntingly
beautiful hymn “Let all

Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”
ending with “Alleluia!
Alleluia! Alleluia, Lord Most
High!” (See the lyrics in the
next column). These are the
last “alleluias” we will sing or
speak in our Sunday worship
until Easter morning.
After the hymn is done and
the last “alleluias” are sung,
the children come forward
and take the banner with the
words “Alleluia” and they
“bury” it by wrapping it in a
white shroud and “hiding” it
near the altar. It will stay
hidden there during Lent.
Our Lenten journey will
prepare us to sing “Alleluia!”
with a deeper joy on Easter
morning.

Let all mortal flesh keep silence
And with fear and trembling stand
Ponder nothing earthly minded
For with blessing in his hand
Christ our God to earth descending
Comes full homage to demand
King of kings, yet born of Mary
As of old on earth he stood
Lord of lords in human vesture
In the body and the blood
He will give to all the faithful
His own self for heav’nly food
Rank on rank the host of heaven
Spreads its vanguard on the way
As the Light of light, descending
From the realms of endless day
Comes the pow’rs of hell to vanquish
As the darkness clears away
At his feet the six-winged seraph
Cherubim with sleepless eye
Veil their faces to the presence
As with ceaseless voice they cry
“Alleluia! Alleluia!
Alleluia, Lord Most High!”
ELW #490
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Wednesdays 10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary
Join us any Wednesday when we gather to pray for the people on our
prayer list and for the people and ministries of Cooksville Lutheran
Church. If you have a prayer request and would like us to pray for it,
please see Martha Johnson.

Please remember the following members and friends in prayer:
Katherine Snell, Sue Parsons, Rocky Krake
Jaworski, Tara Krake-Davis, Gordy Starks,
Nancy Krake, Kaj Anderson, Harlow
Phillips, Louise Kluge, Evelyn Beyer,
Marilyn Kueng, Judy Loy, Tori, Dale
Westaby, Joe Henn, Dave Messling,
Marion Kjernes, Jan Kettle, Anne Kurey,
Michael LaMantia, John Garvan, Kari
David, Rev. John Shep, and Vicky Hubbell.
CLC Special Friends: Anna Hanson, Charles Hoff, Don Farberg, Dorothy
Froemming, Larry Smith, Rhea Wethal, Ruth Erickson, Virginia Sime,
David Nelson.
Military: Andrew Newcomb, Ben Berge.

Merciful God, you called us forth from the dust of the
earth; you claimed us for Christ in the waters of baptism.
Look upon us as we enter these Forty Days bearing the
mark of ashes, and bless our journey through the desert
of Lent to the font of rebirth.
May our fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a making
of peace; our prayer, the chant of humble and grateful
hearts.
—Catholic Household Blessings and Prayers
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Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one
another with whatever gift each of you has received. -1 Peter 4:10
The Stoughton Food Pantry thanks CLC for the donations of 33 pounds of
food as well as $107.99 from August through December of 2017. Thank you
to all who donated to this need in our community!
This food pantry welcomed 1, 993 visits from those in need and distributed a
grand total of 144,524 pounds of food last year!

The Edgerton Community Outreach
(ECO) thanks CLC for our recent donation
of $107.88 and 88 pounds of food, to
help support their programs and services.
When Jesus wanted to feed the crowds of 5,000 and then 4,000 people, his
disciples instantly offered excuses. It would be too expensive. We won’t be
able to get enough food. This is a remote place. Plus, it’s too late.
But Jesus didn’t address any of those excuses. All he asked, in both instances, was “How many loaves do you have?” Then he miraculously satisfied
everyone’s hunger, with leftovers to boot.
Jesus doesn’t want our excuses, either. All he wants is us — and what we
already have. Watch in amazement as God blesses that and uses it mightily.
—Gregg McCaslin

Thank you for your gifts…

We placed a CLC
“Giving Tree” in the Fellowship Hall this year and
hereby thank all who took a tag and gifted the
church with an item on our wish list! There are still
opportunities to be a part of this all year long, such
as donations of $15 to sponsor additional song
books for Homestead Services, or a donation of any
amount toward the Hand-bell Fund! Thank you for
the generosity of all of our members!
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2018 begins the
fourth year of the
Homestead Service

As each year changes like the leaves on the tree, so it is with the
concept of the Homestead Service.
Silence and meditation will be added with our Gospel Study and
Prayer time.
We are grateful to Betty Hamilton for supplying thoughtful
questions to ponder about the gospel, and Deb Horton for her
ongoing prayer composition for this service.

As always, the Ensemble provides beauty in song and will take
on new leadership within the service itself. (Jane Gomez, Anne
Remley-Haines, Rhonda Wethal and Rachael Whittier)
I am especially grateful to the staff for its ongoing support and
help in shaping this service as a "blended" service of tradition
and contemporary style.
- Jeanne Julseth-

Membership Classes for those who wish to become
members will be on the five Wednesdays during Lent at 5:30 p.m. —
Feb. 21, 28, March 7, 14, and 21st. We will meet in the basement
classroom next to Fellowship Hall. We will finish by 6:15 so that we
can join in the Lenten Supper before the 7 pm Holden Evening Prayer
(see pg. 10). Pastor Karla will be leading this class. If your schedule
does not work for Wed. evenings, please talk to Pastor about setting
up meetings with you as your schedule allows.
8
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Special Meeting Results in “Settled Call” for Pastor Karla
The CLC congregation voted on January 14th, 2018 to extend a part-time
“settled call” to Pastor Karla Brekke, which she accepted. She has been with
the church in this 1/2 time capacity for the past two years, but with a termlimit which is now no longer a part of her call.

“The meeting was called to order by the
lady with the green, candy-dot earrings.
And then that same lady said they had a
quarrel so they might as well get
started on it. I guess that is why
Daddy quick put on my hat and mittens
and said we had to leave. Nobody likes
to hear anybody argue or disagree,
especially not me!
But I can’t imagine those people were really going to have
a fight because they were so nice to us the whole time we
were there. And when I did have to leave and I yelled out
to all of them to say “BYE-BYE!!” really loud so I didn’t
miss anybody, EVERY single one of them called back “BYEBYE!!” to me too!! That was nice!
And when I looked over my shoulder one more time, they
were all smiling at me and some were laughing in their eyes
AND out-loud, even though I think they were supposed to
be quiet…so they could get their quarrel started.”
The Sanctuary did, then, turn silent and serious as the sign-in sheets and
ballots were passed.
I thank everyone who turned out for the meeting to vote and be one voice
among the many that speak for what Cooksville Lutheran means to them. As
the church moves forward, I hope that all will be refreshed and feel youthful
optimism and joy as we say “bye-bye!!”to the past and forge ahead in
Christ’s light.
~Kelsey Dunn
9

Ash Wednesday Worship
February 14 at 7:00 PM
Imposition of Ashes &
Holy Communion

Midweek Lenten Series: Stories of Deliverance
Wednesdays during Lent
Light Supper at 6 PM
Holden Evening Prayer at 7 PM
(No supper on Ash Wednesday)
Free-Will offering for supper

Lenten meals will be served beginning February 21 at 6:00 pm.
A sign-up sheet is in the Fellowship Hall. We need three families
for each week. Please think about helping prepare and serve
the meals. Many hands make light work.

An early start to spring cleaning
Although Lent starts early this year, before spring
appears in many areas, it’s an appropriate time for
spring cleaning.
The word Lent comes from old German and English words for “spring.”
So, while it might be too soon to open windows or hang clothes on the
line, now is ideal for some spiritual spring cleaning.
Lent calls us to examine our beliefs, confess and dispose of old grudges
and selfish habits, dust off our Bibles for a new routine of study and
prayer, air out our hearts and brighten up our attitudes. “Lent cleaning”
lets the Holy Spirit freshen our faith — and it’s never too early for that!
10
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CONNECT Team Update
CONNECT team met January 18 to continue planning for their next activity, the "Our Story" discussions on Sunday, Jan. 21. For practice, each
member of the team presented one story or verse and then we all
talked about how it might relate to church history or current
goals. With an exercise like this, every story and idea
"works". We are hoping that many ideas will lead to
some common threads in identifying needs in our
community and might become mission goals for us.
Those mission "directions" or themes are what the
entire CONNECT process was designed to recognize.
The group plans to present recommendations to the
church Council in April as a culmination activity of the two-year process.
We feel that the congregation has provided enough feedback and ideas
that we will be able to do that. Hopefully, some of the themes can be
turned into action goals.

Sun. Feb 4
Curtis Brandt
“Jesus Heals”
Sun. Feb 11
Connie Gregerson
“The Transfiguration”

Sun. Feb 18
Sherri Haakenson
“Noah’s Ark”
Sun. Feb 25
Rhonda Wethal
“Abraham and Sarah’s
Vision”

Other ideas (suggestions made to
committee members or generated at
this meeting) for future "connecting"
events that the congregation might
pursue included 1) introducing "Faith
minute" stories as part of some worship services ; 2) expanding our small
church groups to invite and include
community members, 3) sponsoring a
workshop or study time to understand prayer better, 4) making the
church building a welcoming center
for more community-oriented activities.
Thanks for your willingness to offer
suggestions and "worker
hands" to these CONNECT activities.

~Ilene Axford, Paul
Haakenson, Joe Wilder,
Erik Haakenson and Pastor Karla
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EASTER PLANTS
The Altar Guild will be offering the
opportunity to order spring plants to
help decorate the church on Easter
morning. Families purchasing the plants
will be able to take them home after the
service on Easter morning. 6” pots of
tulips, daffodils or lilies may be ordered
in honor or in memory of a loved one.
The names of those donating and those
remembered will be honored in the bulletin.
If you would like to order: Print your name on the sign-up sheet in the
narthex or fill out the order form below and mail or bring to the
church. Indicate the number and type of plants ordered and any
names of those to be honored.
The cost is yet to be decided; please check with Pat Foltz. Checks should be
made out to CLC Altar Guild. The order sheet will be in the Fellowship Hall .
Money should be placed in one of the provided envelopes and placed in the
basket on the table.

THANKS TO THOSE WHO HAVE ORDERED IN THE PAST.
The plants truly make the church a wondrous place on Easter morning.
NAME

______________________________

#/TYPE OF PLANTS
AMOUNT ENCLOSED

________________________
______________________________

IN MEMORY OF/IN HONOR OF (circle one)
M/H

______________________________

M/H

__________________________________________________
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L et’ s K eep in Touch!
Church office: 608-882-4408; 11927 W. Church St., Evansville, WI 53536
Pastor Karla Brekke: 608-751-0345 cooksvillelutheranpastor@gmail.com
Secretary, Kelsey Dunn cooksvillelutheran@litewire.net
Worship Coordinator, Donna Haakenson: 608-882-4131
Choir Director, Jeanne Julseth: 608-882-0505

Office Hours:
Sunday and Monday 10 am –2 pm
Pastor’s Hours: by appointment
*REMEMBER: The newsletter
deadline for submissions is the
15th of the month. You may email
items to Kelsey, or leave a copy on
her desk. Thank you!

Free Blood Pressure Screenings
On the first Sunday of every
month, a free
blood pressure
screening will be
offered following
worship in the
Narthex. This
service is offered free of charge
for all who are interested. Please
invite others who may benefit
from these free screenings!

Thank you to our
2017 Council Members!
Betty Hamilton (Pres.)
Tom Severson (V.P.)
Sue Parsons (Sec.)
Tom Parsons (Treasurer)
Paul Haakenson
Randy Sime
Tom Hatlen
Bob Haakenson
Laura Pehler
Herb Hanson

Local Food Pantry Needs:
Anyone may drop off items in the
basket in our Narthex. Thank you
so much! Listed are items
currently needed at the food
pantry; Canned Soups, Canned
Fruit, Toothbrushes, Toilet paper,
Deodorant, Shampoo, Feminine
Products, Bath Soap, Toothpaste,
etc.

Cooksville Lutheran Church will participate
in the Synod Bike Ride on June 9, 2018
as a Pit Stop along the way. More Info
coming soon!
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Thank you to all who so generously share their time and talents to
enrich our worship services all year long. A full printed schedule of
the February and Lenten leaders will be posted on the bulletin
boards in the church and copies can be obtained in the office if you
would like one.

LEADERSHIP EDUCATION AND DEVELOPMENT DAY
-SATURDAY, MARCH 10 SAVE THE DATE! LOCATION: FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH
IN JANESVILLE
THEME: “WALKING WET:
LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE!”
This is one of the synod’s most popular events.
We will have 350 lay leaders, Pastors and Deacons, 29 workshops to choose from and a Keynote by Rev. Ruben
Duran, ELCA Director for New Starts - a dynamic and motivational
speaker! On-line Registration is Open!
https://bit.ly/SCSWLEAD2018
A volunteer's prayer...
I thank thee, Lord, as a volunteer:
For the chance to serve again this year;
To give of myself in some small way
To those not blessed as I each day.

For legs to go where the need is great
Learning to love, forgetting to hate;
For ears to hear and heart to care
When someone’s cross is hard to
bear.

My thanks for health of mind and soul
To aid me ever toward my goal;
For eyes to see the good in all,
A hand to extend before a fall.

A smile to show my affection true,
With energy plenty the task to do;
And all I ask, dear Lord, if I may,
Is to serve you better, day by day.

14
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19
9 am Quilting
11 am Staff Meeting
7 pm Council
Meeting

26
9 am Quilting
11 am Staff Meeting

25
2nd SUNDAY OF LENT
8:45 Adult Study
10:00 Worship & Sun. School
11:00 Fellowship

27

20
9 am Maintenance
Group

13
9 am Maintenance
Group

12
9 am Quilting
11 am Staff Meeting

18
1ST SUNDAY OF LENT
8:45 Adult Study
10:00 Worship & Sun. School
11:00 Fellowship

6
9 am Maintenance
Group

5
9 am Quilting
11 am Staff Meeting/
Worship Committee

4
5TH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
8:45 Adult Study
9:30 Choir Practice
10:00 Worship & Sun. School
11:00 Annual Meeting &
Potluck
11
TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD
8:45 Adult Study
9:30 Choir Practice
10:00 Worship & Sun. School
11:00 Fellowship

TUESDAY

MONDAY

SUNDAY

7:00 pm Worship
21 10:30 am
Prayer Time
5:30 pm New
Member Class
6:00pm Lenten Meal
7:00 pm Holden
Evening Prayers
*CHOIR Practice
28 10:30 am Prayer
Time
5:30 pm New
Member Class
6:00pm Lenten Meal
7:00 pm Holden
Evening Prayers
*CHOIR Practice

22

15
CONNECT 6 PM

14 ASH WEDNESDAY
10:30 am Prayer
Time

THU.

8

1
7
10:30 am Prayer
Time

WED.

FRI.

23
10 am
Gathering

16

9

2

24

17

10

3

C o o k s v i l l e L u t h e ra n C a l e n d a r fo r Fe b r u a r y 2 0 1 7
SAT.
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Address Correction Requested

11927 W. Church Street
Evansville, WI 53536
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