Dear Friends in Christ,
We are standing on the banks of the
Jordan River, having been baptized, and
the Holy Spirit like a dove descended to
fill us with new life, just like when the
Spirit anointed Jesus for ministry. We are
looking westward to the Palm trees of
Jericho, where Jesus brought salvation to
the household of Zacchaeus. Jericho, the
oldest continuously-populated city in the From inside a cave near
world, with excavated settlements dating St. George’s Monastery
back to 8,000 B.C.E., where Elisha Springs enabled it to become
an oasis city of Palms. (See 2 Kings 2:19-22). It is also the place
where I ate the most succulent, delicious oranges I have ever
tasted.
But Jericho is not our destination today. We head farther west
into the hills of the Judean desert, just as Jesus did after his
baptism. We will camp out in the prayer cells by St. George’s
Monastery. There we will spend time alone with God in our
“prayer caves” — mine is my kitchen table with a candle and
cup of tea, a Bible, and my Prayer Journal (in the “Unbinding
Your Heart” book).
St. George’s Monastery is built
into the cliff of the Wadi Qelt,
in the place it was believed
that Elijah was fed by ravens
and heard God in the silence.
Since 420 C.E. monks who
sought the desert experience
of the prophets lived in the
(Continued on page 2)
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surrounding caves, descending
weekly to worship together and
share a common meal.
When a famished Jesus was
tempted by Satan in the
wilderness to magically turn
stones into loaves of bread, he
replied,
“It is written, ‘One does not live by bread alone, but by
every word that comes from the mouth of God.’” (Matt. 4:4;
Deut. 8:3)

Prayer and scripture go hand in hand. Because God still speaks
through the Living Word, the Bible.
I believe that we as a congregation have been called by the
Spirit into the “desert” to meet with God in a different way
during this season of Lent. This 40-day period of prayer and
faith sharing is an opportunity to try out new kinds of prayer. It
gives us the chance to sit with God, and if we are patient, to find
that God shows up with love and grace. There is a blessing to be
found, when we reach out and grasp the hand of Christ.
God bless you as you pray. God bless you as you share. And may
God infuse the congregation with a love that longs for others to
have a deeper relationship to God.
-Pastor Karla

Now during those days
he went out to the
mountain to pray;
and he spent the night
in prayer to God.
Luke 6.12
The Judean Wilderness
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Why Am I so Passionate about
“Unbinding Your Heart?”
Last autumn nine of us read the book “Unbinding the Gospel.”
Here is the passage that made me jump up and down and say
“Yes! You are describing my life and faith! ”
I had been feeling dried up inside, anxious. The least little thing
would discourage me. So why was I jumping up and down with
joy? Because I could see that there was a path to a better
place, there was hope.
Here’s the passage:
Many of our dear churches we love are inflexible. Many churches
are tied into knots of self-involvement or old habit.
Most of us are fairly knotted up as people. We’re anxious,
worried, stewing, angry or afraid.
The Gospel is about freedom in Christ. Think of all the strands
that tie us up—death, sin, fear, anger, addictions, nasty
gossiping, fussy tediousness, age-old resentments, selfinvolvement!
The Gospel, the Good News, is about freedom in Christ. It is
about knots being untied, ropes loosened, ties unbound.
Every one of us is too narrow in our understanding. We don’t
want upsets in our lives, or changes in our habits, or threats to
our opinions. Shifting from Shredded Wheat to oatmeal exhausts
me on a bad day! Telling God it’s okay to change an institution I
lean into for my stability (like my church) is really scary. But we
need to do it. Many churches are slowing down because they are
running on our human steam. I’m afraid we’re going to have to
rely on the Lord now. (“Oh, no!
Surely it isn’t as bad as all that?”)
Do you dare risk agreeing with
some others in your church to
pray together and see what God
can do? Do you dare not risk it?
(Unbinding the Gospel, p. 54)
(Continued on page 6)
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Sunday
February 16, 2020
Autimn Nichole Painter
Sponsors: Douglas & Kristie Graf

Jacob Daniel Carlson
Sponsors: Douglas & Kristie Graf

Lyla Ann
Sponsor: Jennifer Nelson

Uriah Wyatt
Sponsor: Rhonda Wethal

Natalie Nichole
Sponsor: Kristie Graf

Landon Jacob
Sponsors: Nancy & Rich Krake
May you grow in the love
and grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ

What is Evangelism?

Anything you do to help
another person move closer
to a relationship with God, or
into Christian community.
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The word "lent" comes from
the same word as “lengthen.”
As the days lengthen we are in
the "springtime” of the year.
The focus of lent is more than
centering our thoughts on the
Passion of Christ (his suffering
and death). The focus on
following Jesus is meant to lead
us into renewal, a re-birth, a
spiritual springtime emerging
out of the darkness and death
of winter.
In the ancient church, Lent was
a season where candidates for
baptism prepared for Baptism
at the Easter Vigil. They were
assigned sponsors who were
their spiritual mentors. The
sponsors helped them learn
Christian faith practices, such as
prayer, fasting, and almsgiving.
Today, Christians still observe
Lent as a time to strengthen
their faith
through
corporate
prayer and
worship,
fasting, and
almsgiving
(giving to the
poor).
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Unbinding Our Hearts
Small Groups

Then Jesus told his disciples,
“If any want to become
my followers,
let them deny themselves
and take up their cross
and follow me.
—Matthew 16.24

Sundays at 10:00 AM
ELW Setting 4

Mar 8

The Paul Problem

Mar 15 The Prayer Plunge
Mar 24

The Converted
Community

Mar 22

Catalytic
Conversations

Mar 29 Faith Focus

Wednesdays at 7:15 PM
Holden Evening Prayer
Lenten Meal at 6:00 PM

Mar 4

Faith Sharing

Mar 11 Prayer
Mar 18 Up, Across, and Out
Mar 25 Bridges
Apr 2

Growing Faith

Each group will have 5 to 10
people in it so that everyone will
have the opportunity to talk.
There will be no pressure to
“do” anything other than read
each week’s chapter, do the
daily prayer exercises, and
attend six meetings. Discussions
at group meetings will be strictly
confidential. At prayer times,
we will be encouraged to pray in
whatever way that is
comfortable for each of us. The
group meetings are intended to
put us at ease with one another,
our faith, and with God.
Small group leaders will
facilitate discussion on the
week’s reading, and lead the
group through reflecting how
the content applies to
themselves, and to our
congregation.
During Worship, the music and
sermon will build on each
week’s theme.
Those who choose not to do the
groups may still read the book,
or find other ways to deepen
their prayer life and share their
faith. All of us are on this
journey together — it’s up to us
as individuals how much we get
out of the season of Lent this
year, by how much we put into
meeting with God and sharing
our faith with one another.
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Thank you for your generous support
of our ministry and our church with
your regular contributions!
We are grateful for gifts of all sizes
and for all purposes.
On Saturday,
March 7, before
bed turn your
clocks ahead
one hour.
Daylight Savings
Time begins at 2:00 a.m. on
Sunday, March 8th.

Help Stock up our Local
Food Pantries!
Drop off items
in the basket
in our Narthex.
Thank you so
much!

(Continued from page 3)

It’s easy to run along on my own steam … but its also exhausting.
It’s easy as a congregation to go from one project or meeting to
another. It’s easier to do than to be. But God loves us for who
we are, not for what we do. Good Lutherans should know that!
I have already done four weeks of the prayer journal and I can
tell you that it has deepened my relationship with Christ, it has
strengthened my faith, and lifted my spirits. Don’t make the
mistake I did last Autumn when I went several days each week
not taking the time to meet with God using the Prayer Journal.
God will bless our time with Christ and with one another this
Lenten Season.
God bless you! Pastor Karla
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WE BEGIN OUR LENTEN SEASON WITH A

PRAYER VIGIL

Thursday, February 27 in the Sanctuary

Noon till 8 pm

Pray in a pew, pray at the altar, pray with someone or
alone, pray for the people in your life, pray for the people on
our prayer list, pray for renewal during the forty days of Lent.
Come as you are. Come when you can, leave as you wish.
DID YOU KNOW?
Pages 72-87 in our red hymnbook contain
“Additional Prayers” ranging from prayers to pray
before communion, prayers for the church,
healing prayers, prayers for a deeper spiritual
life, and many more topics with several prayers
in each section.
This is one of the ideas that you will find on a list
that will be given to you as you enter the prayer
vigil.

Please remember the following members and friends in prayer:
Pat Foltz, Bob Snell, Laura Pehler, Jenn Williamson, Rosa Hanson,
Louise Kluge, Rev. John Shep, Rev. David Stratton, Evelyn Beyer,
Jean Lademan, Ramona Whittier, Harlow Phillips.
CLC Special Friends: Joyce Leopold, Anna Hanson,
Dorothy Froemming, Ruth Erickson, Virginia Sime.
Military: Andrew Newcomb.
7

Confirmation
Brady Wethal
Carries in Paschal Candle
from back to front during the “Service
of Light,” the beginning
Of Holden Evening Prayer
03/04/20
03/11/20
03/18/20
03/25/20
04/01/20

Wednesday Lent #1
Wednesday Lent #2
Wednesday Lent #3
Wednesday Lent #4
Wednesday Lent #5

Sunday School
Schedule
The lessons will coincide with
our “Unbinding the Gospel“
Sun. Mar 1

The Prayer Wall
Jennifer Nelson
Sun. Mar 8

Sentence Prayers
Sue Parsons
Sun. Mar 15

Praying with Prayer Beads
Rhonda Wethal
Sun. Mar 22

Thanking God for Creation
Curtis Brandt
Sun. Mar 29

Shining for Others
Connie Gregerson
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Paschal Candle
As a symbol of the
Resurrection, the
candle is lighted for
each liturgy during the
great fifty days of
Easter, placed on a
stand near the altar.
On the Day of
Pentecost it is extinguished
after the reading of the Gospel
and placed on its stand near
the baptismal font, as a visual
reminder that in our Baptism
we are crucified and
resurrected with Christ.
The candle is lighted at each
celebration of Baptism, and at
funerals it stands at the head
of the casket. In a visual way,
the Paschal candle proclaims
the message of Romans 6:3-5:
in our Baptism we have already
died and have been raised with
Christ.
The Paschal candle reminds us
that Christ’s triumph over the
darkness of sin and death is pre
-eminent. It represents the
risen Christ, the Light of the
world. It is Christ who lights
our way out of darkness and
death.
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1
3
9
11
13
14
19

Dona Berge
Molly Remley
Julia Young
Grady Gallagher
Asher Davis
Martha Johnson
Kathie Gallagher
Nancy Remley

20
24
25
30
31

Richard Thompson
James Parsons
Joyce Leopold
Brooklyn Gunn
Anne Remley-Haines
Brooklyn Davis
Randy Page
Pastor Karla Brekke

Healing Service-March 29,2020
A fifth Sunday of the month happens about four
times a year. Some churches use this
opportunity to offer a healing rite as a part of the
regular worship service. On these Sundays, we
offer prayers for healing. This is a good
opportunity to invite a friend, or to tell a friend
that you will offer a special prayer for them on
that day.
The Healing Service is found on p. 276 of the ELW hymnbook. The
introduction says:
The order for healing is an expression in worship of the church’s ministry of
healing. Here all who sense the need for God’s healing in any aspect of
their lives may join in prayer for others and themselves. Here each person
may come to receive a word of blessing and prayer. Here each one may
also receive a physical gesture of healing: the laying on of hands, which
may be accompanied by anointing with oil. These signs, first given in
baptism, tell us again that we are sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked
forever with the cross of Christ, who is health and salvation for the whole
world.
In its ministry of healing, the church does not replace the gifts of God that
come through the scientific community nor does it promise a cure. Rather,
the church offers and celebrates gifts such as these: God’s presence with
strength and comfort in time of suffering, God’s promise of wholeness and
peace, and God’s love embodied in the community of faith.
9

Sa int Pa trick
Patrick was born in Britain of a Romanized family. At age 16
he was torn by Irish raiders from the villa of his father,
Calpurnius, a deacon and minor local official, and carried
into slavery in Ireland. He spent six bleak years there as a
herdsman, during which he turned with fervour to his faith.
Upon dreaming that the ship in which he was to escape was
ready, he fled his master and found passage to Britain. There
he came near to starvation and suffered a second brief
captivity before he was reunited with his family.
The best known passage in the Confessio tells
of a dream, after his return to Britain, in which
one Victoricus delivered him a letter headed
“The Voice of the Irish.” As he read it, he
seemed to hear a certain company of Irish
beseeching him to walk once more among
them. “Deeply moved,” he says, “I could read
no more.”
Nevertheless, because of the shortcomings of his education,
he was reluctant for a long time to respond to the call. Even
on the eve of re-embarkation for Ireland he was beset by
doubts of his fitness for the task. Once in the field, however,
his hesitations vanished. Utterly confident in the Lord, he
journeyed far and wide, baptizing and confirming with

Christ before me,
Christ behind me,
Christ beneath me,
Christ above me,
Christ when I lie down,
Christ when I arise...
—St. Patrick

10

Cooksville Lutheran Church—March 2020 Newsletter

St. Patrick’s Prayer
I bind unto myself today
The strong Name of the Trinity,
By invocation of the same
The Three in One and One in Three.
I bind this today to me forever
By power of faith, Christ’s incarnation;
His baptism in the Jordan river,
His death on the Cross for my salvation;
His bursting from the spiced tomb,
His riding up the heavenly way,
His coming at the day of doom
I bind unto myself today.
I bind unto myself today
The virtues of the star lit heaven,
The glorious sun’s life giving ray,
The whiteness of the moon at even,
The flashing of the lightning free,
The whirling wind’s tempestuous shocks,
The stable earth, the deep salt sea
Around the old eternal rocks.
Christ be with me, Christ within me,
Christ behind me, Christ before me,
Christ beside me, Christ to win me,
Christ to comfort and restore me.
Christ beneath me, Christ above me,
Christ in quiet, Christ in danger,
Christ in hearts of all that love me,
Christ in mouth of friend and stranger.
I bind unto myself the Name,
The strong Name of the Trinity,
By invocation of the same,
The Three in One and One in Three.
Of whom all nature has creation,
Eternal Father, Spirit, Word.
Praise to the Lord of my salvation;
Salvation is of Christ the Lord!

Saint
Patrick
On March 17, many
churches, especially
those with a large Irish
population, will
celebrate the life of St.
Patrick. He grew up in a
Christian home in
Britain, but wasn’t very
religious until a major
event changed his life.
As a teen, he was
captured and sold into
slavery in Ireland, but
escaped to Gaul (France)
after six years. The years
of enslavement
strengthened his faith.
He later wrote, “In that
strange land [Ireland],
the Lord opened my
unbelieving eyes.” He
was led by God’s voice
to return to Ireland
where he converted
people to Christianity
tribe by tribe.
———
Legend has it that St.
Patrick used the three
leaf clover to teach
about the Holy Trinity:
Father, Son
and Holy
Spirit.

ELW Hymn # 450, Text: Patrick, 372-466
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LEAD 2020
is a day of
Leadership, Education And Development
for Lay and Rostered Leaders (YOU)
of the South-Central Synod of Wisconsin, ELCA.
“We Are Church Together!” is the theme for this year
Our keynote speaker is: Rev. Dr. Erik Law.
His keynote, “Holy Currencies: Creating Sustainable and Missional
Ministry” will teach us how to use five other kinds of currencies
besides money: Time and Place, Gracious Leadership,
Relationship, Truth, and Wellness.

See Pastor Karla if you are interested in
attending. $30 per person includes lunch.
Saturday, March 14 + + + 8:30 am - 3:30 pm
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
5701 Raymond Road, Madison.

Keynote Speaker — Rev. Dr. Erik Law, an Episcopal priest, is
the founder and executive director of the Kaleidoscope
Institute, the mission of which is to create diverse and
sustainable communities. For more than
20 years, he has provided transformative
and comprehensive training and resources
for churches and ministries in all the
major church denominations in the United
States and Canada.
12
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EASTER PLANTS
The Altar Guild will again be offering
the opportunity to order spring plants to
help decorate the church on Easter
morning. Families purchasing the plants
will be able to take them home after the
service on Easter morning.
Six inch pots of tulips, daffodils or
lilies may be ordered in honor or in
memory of loved ones. The names of those donating and those
remembered will be honored in the bulletin and May
newsletter.
If you would like to order: Print your name on the sign-up
sheet in the Fellowship Room or fill out the order form below
and mail to the church. Indicate the number and type of
plants ordered and any names of those to be honored.
The prices and deadline are not yet available, but past prices
have been $8 for lilies and $9 for daffies and tulips. We
would like orders placed on or before March 11th. Watch for
updates in the bulletins.
Money does not need to accompany orders at this time.
NAME
#/TYPE OF PLANTS
AMOUNT ENCLOSED

IN MEMORY OF/IN HONOR OF (circle one)
M/H
M/H
M/H
*Deadline March 15, 2020*
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L et’ s K eep
in Touc h!
Church office: 608-882-4408; 11927 W. Church St., Evansville, WI 53536
Pastor Karla Brekke: 608-751-0345 cooksvillelutheranpastor@gmail.com
Secretary: Betty Hatfield cooksvillelutheran@litewire.net
Worship Coordinator & Choir Director, Jeanne Julseth: 608-882-0505
Pastor Karla is usually in the
office on Tuesdays & Wednesdays. Please call and make an
appointment if you
would like to visit with
her. 608-751-0345

We welcome new council
member: Douglas Graf!
Note: Officers for 2020 have
not been chosen yet. The
February council meeting was
cancelled due to a snow storm.
Cooksville Church Council 2020
Tom Severson 608-873-6552 (Pres.)
Ilene Axford 608-873-6914 (V-Pres)
Rhonda Wethal 608-320-7184 (Sec.)
Curtis Brandt 608-873-0757
Anne Brunsell 608-732-9196
Earlene Hanson 608-873-6200
Douglas Graf 608-884-9516
Mary Remley 608-882-6483
Jennifer Nelson 608-751-1482
Tom Parsons (Treas.) 608-295-1697

Thank you to Herb Hanson for
your years of service on the
Council!!!
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Have you ever wanted to
know more about some of
the teams and programs
and opportunities in our
church? These friendly
volunteers can answer your
questions!
Adult Bible Study: Betty Hamilton

Altar Guild: Pat Foltz
Art and Props: Richard Krake
Auditors: Sherri Haakenson
Birthday Greetings: Marilyn Kueng
Choir: Jeanne Julseth
CONNECT: Erik Haakenson
Council: Rhonda Wethal
Fall Festival: Linda Sime
Gathering: Ilene Axford
Lutherdale: Steve Foltz
Music: Jeanne Julseth
Prayer Group: Kevin Brekke

Quilters: Betty Hamilton
Skaalen: Kristi Graf
Sunday School: Curtis Brandt
SYNOD Relations: Pastor Karla
Tuesday Group: Phil Hamilton
Ushering: Rosa Hanson
Volunteers: Nancy Krake
Worship Committee: Jenn Nelson
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9
9 am Quilting

16
9 am Quilting
7 pm Council Mtg.

23
9 am Quilting

30
9 am Quilting

8 Daylight Savings Time Begins
1ST SUNDAY IN LENT
8:30 Unbinding Your Heart Groups
10:00 Worship & Sun. School
11:00 Fellowship

15
2ND SUNDAY IN LENT
8:30 Unbinding Your Heart Groups
10:00 Worship & Sun. School
11:00 Fellowship

22
3RD SUNDAY IN LENT
8:30 Unbinding Your Heart Groups
10:00 Worship & Sun. School
11:00 Fellowship

29
4TH SUNDAY IN LENT
8:30 Unbinding Your Heart Groups
10:00 Worship & Sun. School
11:00 Fellowship

MONDAY

2
9 am Quilting

1
FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT
8:30 Unbinding Your Heart Groups
10:00 Worship & Sun. School
11:00 Fellowship

SUNDAY

31
9 am
Maintenance
Group

24
9 am
Maintenance
Group

17
9 am
Maintenance
Group

10
9 am
Maintenance
Group

3
9 am
Maintenance
Group

TUESDAY

6 pm UYH Small Group
7:15 Holden Eve Prayer

25
10:00 UYH Small Groups

6 pm UYH Small Group
7:15 Holden Eve Prayer

18
10:00 UYH Small Groups

6 pm UYH Small Group
7:15 Holden Eve Prayer

11
10:00 UYH Small Groups

6 pm UYH Small Group
7:15 Holden Eve Prayer

4
10:00 UYH Small Groups

WED.

THU.

27

20

13

6

FRI.

SAT.

28

21

8:30 am
Synod LEAD
Workshop

14

7

He said to them, ‘Come away to
a deserted place all by
yourselves and rest a
while.’ Mark 6:31

26

19

12

5

C o o k s v i l l e L u t h e ra n C a l e n d a r f o r M a r c h 2 0 2 0
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Address Correction Requested

11927 W. Church Street
Evansville, WI 53536
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