A Caring Community
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If you have not been to the church in
awhile, you might imagine that it’s standing
empty. Not so! People are coming and
going; doing office work, attending staff
meetings, working on quilts, going to
council meetings, tending to the grounds,
attending “re-opening” meetings, recording
Sunday worship for the internet, and so
forth. We are getting used to wearing masks
and keeping a physical distance.
Here are a few news items:
Parking-Lot Worship begins this Sunday at
9 am. Someone will direct you where to
park. You may stay in your car, or sit on
your own lawn chairs in front of your
own car. Family groups must maintain a
6-foot distance. When you are outside of
your car you must wear a mask (we have
some if you forget to bring one).
I am thrilled that Kelsey Dunn has been
rehired as our church secretary! I have
been doing all the office work and
newsletters for months — with some

What would you attempt to do ...if you
knew you could not fail?
The unknown author of this question beckons the soul
to have faith in its answer. This kind of faith runs
deep within us; just as love, beauty, and joy, our faith
never leaves us. It’s the stuff that God creates from.
So during the time of this World Wide Pandemic, ponder this question...and find the answer for you. God is
a personal God who is deep within our souls.
~From Jeanne, Staff Member

(Continued on page 2)

These last several months have been fraught with some
very tangible ‘separations’, therefore we are so grateful
for everyone who has stayed in touch. We give thanks
for YOU, our church family, and our almighty, neverfailing God who is always with us!!

Paul writes: “For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor

angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers,
nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Rom. 8:38-39
“I wish to say Thank You to everyone for the cards & prayers and
phone calls that were sent to me during the time I was sick.
God Bless each and every one.” ~Evelyn Beyer

Following an email sent to members by Pastor Karla to request
prayers for all of our healthcare workers, Norma Schwarting wrote
in with her regards and an update:

Pastor Karla, AMEN! We want to thank you for all
you’ve done to keep us informed and the You Tube
services. We are still in Arizona and will be till
middle of July. Our park will be closed to
outsiders until October 1. —Greetings to all, Bill & Norma
(Continued from page 1)

volunteer hours from Kelsey — thank you Kelsey! Praise God!
It is more important now than ever for each of us to take time to
read the Bible (let God speak to us) and to pray (talk to God and
listen). Please “remember the Sabbath to keep It holy.” Use the
materials on pages 12-21 for this purpose. Or find a church service
on TV or online. Remember to worship! Do not just observe like
you are watching TV. Participate!
(Continued on page 25)
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During these challenging times, we have had the blessed help of
so many who have stepped up in unplanned and unexpected
ways! To you, we are so grateful!!
Curtis Brandt, for purchasing 25 orange cones to help with parking lot
management, and for procuring and testing the new PA system we will
use for our outdoor services.
Erik Haakenson, who has gone to ‘new heights’ not only in re-roofing
the family’s dairy barn, but also in being our chief Audio/Visual technician when recording the weekly services to post on line.
Jeanne Julseth, for donating the use of her personal piano and amplifier for use at our outdoor services.
Rhonda Wethal, for the use of many power cords, and for sharing her
advice and experience regarding outdoor events!
Art and Doris Olsen, and Kelsey Dunn, for generous postage stamp
donations to accommodate the larger newsletters during this time.
Sherri Haakenson, for accepting a reappointment to the Audit Committee for yet another term. The work to
‘catch-up’ will be greater for this team, as
they have not been able to meet yet this
year.
Kevin Brekke, for his ongoing diligence
in sanitizing church doors handles, surfaces, and public areas, including donations of sanitizing supplies. Pretty
soon, he might be the new “Mr. Clean”!
The Council for their careful and prayerful cooperation and consideration in making difficult decisions regarding church activities, to guard the
safety of our members and guests without withholding their worship
opportunities.
Pastor Karla for her determination and time to learn new technologies
and techniques to overcome the barriers to our in-person worship. She
has brought us video worship services , ‘virtual fellowship’, and we will
begin Parking Lot worship in July!

Linda Sime, Nancy Krake, Rich Krake, Connie Gregerson, Anne
Remley-Haines, and others, for volunteering to lector and Usher
during June and July. Thank you all so much!
Our Heavenly Father, our rock, our fortress, our deliverer. Our shepherd, our light and our salvation. Forever and ever, Amen.
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In order to walk alongside our health care workers, we
asked them to tell us a bit about themselves. Where do
they work and what do they do? What changes has COVID
-19 brought to their vocations and teams? And we also
asked how we as a congregation can focus our prayers,
show our appreciation and support them. Here is what
we learned...
Mary Remley is Director of Peri-operative Services, Endoscopy, Cardiac
CATH Lab and System Sterile Processing at Mercyhealth Hospital and
Trauma Center, Janesville. She reports that what she loves most about
her job is working with people, and that she also does a lot of
troubleshooting and problem solving, sometimes to an overwhelming
extreme. When asked what has changed since the arrival of the novel
coronavirus she said, “Everything! People have more anxiety, both
patients and our healthcare workers. There are so many restrictions
that patients and family members do not understand, or it is difficult
to understand when there is an illness other than Covid related.” She
expanded to say that the stress level has increased. “Pay has been
taken or decreased due to the economic impact on the hospitals and
we still work 10-12 hour days 5-6 days a week.” She has been grateful
for cards and calls, and asks that prayers for her and her co-workers be
focused on safety, emotional health and over all well being. “We still
deal with the everyday matters of life,” she pointed out.
Anne Remley-Haines shared the following: “I manage a critical care
and oncology unit at Meriter hospital. If anyone knows me at all, I
work alongside my staff and engage with our patients. I assure quality,
safety, communication, support and education is top notch on the
unit. The work is rewarding and heartbreaking. Besides the cancer
patients, we have individuals with addiction, suicide, diabetic crisis,
and complex patient illnesses. Most of the time patients discharge but
we do have palliative care support. Working with a group of individuals
that have empathy and deep caring for patients and each other is what
(Continued on page 5)
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(Continued from page 4)

I appreciate the most. But the sadness and fear has been overwhelming
with sick patients that may or may not have this terrible virus.
Staff are masked and shielded all day. This alone is taxing on their own
comfort plus now we can no longer greet each
other's smiles or recognize the facial expressions
that often tell a story. Visitors are limited or
masked. Patients are alone often during the worst
times of their lives much like the nursing home
patients are experiencing I imagine.

Staff are exhausted and I hear people say they just want to get the virus
to end their own fear and isolation. We know that does not make sense
but that is the isolation and hopelessness that people are experiencing.
Most patients and staff go home to families, some go home alone.
Some staff have moved away from their families and rent their own
place to ensure their families’ safety. There is still too much unknown.
Additionally, we have been separated from churches, social groups,
friends, community and in many cases our own families. I personally
have lost my sense of community and often feel hopeless hearing that
this situation may not end for a long time. I understand that I need to
communicate my needs as well. I would greatly appreciate the
invitation to participate even if asked to write this note. Prayers are
appreciated.”
Dr. Christopher Cardona (parent of Lily
Paulson-Cardona) is a Pediatrician with a
special interest in adolescents. He
currently works at American Family
Children’s Hospital, but will be joining the
pediatrics team at Beloit Health Systems in
August of this year.
He powerfully demonstrates the devastation of the pandemic: “I love
knowing that I can impact the life of young people. Whether (that) is
via health maintenance or just listening to their concerns. I love the
people aspect of my job (however) since COVID, it feels like we have
lost the human part of medicine.” He reports that there are more
virtual visits and patients sometimes do not show up for appointments
because of the fear of infection even though staff and caregivers take
many precautions and wear more Personal Protective Equipment.
(Continued on page 6)
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(Continued from page 5)

When answering how we can best support healthcare professionals,
he asked that we all be reminded that they have not gone anywhere—
they are committed to all of us and our families. “What we need
during this time is patience, endurance and resilience. I
think praying for strength during (these) hard times.”
Naomi Shep reported that she was not directly impacted by
working under the COVID-19 conditions because the hospital she
worked at chose to scale back and combine positions, keeping fewer
employees on site. Many who could, began working from home, but
Naomi was placed on leave. “I was considered high risk due to my age
and also having a vulnerable adult in my home, so it was a blessing for
us.” For more information on Naomi’s amazing career as a nurse, visit

her Facebook post of June 5th, her official retirement after 50 years of
nursing. Thank you, Naomi, for your ministry of care.
Jane Gomez was happy that we reached out and thanked us for
keeping her in our thoughts. She reports feeling very lucky to still be
working, safely from home! (Jane is a Spanish-English translator for
patients).
Katie Haakenson (wife of member Erik Haakenson) is a Medical
Laboratory Technician at Meriter Laboratories in Madison. Her precise
job title is Hematology Technical Specialist. “A big part of my job is
quality assurance. There's a lot that goes into it, but in short I make
sure that all results being reported from the Hematology Department
are accurate. At Meriter Laboratories this also includes urinalysis,
coagulation, and body fluid cell morphology. I love that I've had the
opportunity to specialize in a subject that I find fascinating. I love
being able to collaborate with other departments outside of the
laboratory.” Katie explained that since the advent of the coronavirus
in our region, their lab has on the whole seen a lot less overall volume
due to many procedures being cancelled or postponed, but her
department has been tasked with ensuring an adequate supply of
reagents for the frequent testing of hospitalized COVID patients.
When asked how we can support and pray for her and her co
-workers, she said, “Stay healthy! Eat plenty of fruit and get
lots of sunshine,” adding, “Any prayers are welcome. We all
want and need the same things.”
(Continued on page 7)
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(Continued from page 6)

Curtis Brandt, PhD, is employed by the University of Wisconsin Medical
Foundation. “As a professor I am involved in teaching infectious
diseases and immunology to medical students, graduate students, and
undergraduate students. My laboratory carries out research in genetic
mechanisms of viral pathogenesis, antiviral drug discovery and
development, and ocular gene therapy.” Curtis is part of the
congregation council’s “Reopening Workgroup” along with Pastor,
Ilene Axford, Rhonda Wethal, Mary Remley and Jennifer Nelson. They
are working on ways to safely return to in-person worship.
Kristie Graf works at Skaalen in Stoughton. In August she will
celebrate her 30th anniversary! She details her ministry: “I started out
in the nursing home as a CNA. Then 6 years later went to a class to be
a medical technician to be able to dispense medication. Later on,
when Skaalen opened their Assisted Living in the other half of the
building, I transferred there and became a Resident Assistant.
Basically it's a CNA (Certified Nurse’s Assistant). I help residents wash
and dress, and assist (them) to the bathroom if they are at risk of falls
or just can't do things for themselves.” Kristie loves her job—keeping
the residents safe and happy, keeping their spirits up, and listening to
stories from their past. When asked about the impact of COVID-19,
the changes, she says that when staff walk in the door they have to
have their temperature taken and are asked a few questions like do
you have a cough, sore throat, different body aches, etc. If the
answers are no you sign your name, put your mask on and “off to
work you go.” The facility has been locked down, allowing no visitors
or family members. Keeping the residents safe is the top priority.
They utilize social distancing and sanitize everything that is touched.
Staff wear masks and glove constantly, even when tying a resident’s
shoes! But Kristie’s cheerful and upbeat attitude is still shining in spite
of it all. “Most important to me is keeping the residents safe and to
keep them happy in this difficult time. My prayer is to end this virus
and keep everyone SAFE!” Amen, Kristie!!
And may God Bless all of our essential workers who are serving as
‘virtual families’ for our loved ones even more during this time!

WE are all in this together!
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John J. Shep received eternal life in
Christ on June 25, 2020.
John was born Jaroslav Petrovich in a refugee
camp in Rosenheim, Germany on January 19,
1947 to Eugenia and Petro Shepelyavetz. In
1942, as young teens, his parents were forced to
leave their villages in Ukraine to work as slave
laborers in Germany. Then in 1950, under the
Displaced Persons Act, they emigrated to the United States where they
eventually became part of the Ukrainian diaspora in Chicago.
John attended school in Chicago, as well as Ukrainian school on Saturdays. The family became naturalized citizens with his name then
changed to John Shep. He attended Bethany Lutheran College in Mankato and Mankato State University. He was joined in marriage to Naomi Vangen in 1969. They were blessed with four children. After teaching one year in a parochial school in Scarville, Iowa, John began studies
at Bethany Theological Seminary and was ordained into public ministry
August 19, 1973. During his early years of ministry, he served parishes
in Forest City and Thompson, Iowa, Chicago, IL, and Cottage Grove,
WI.
After a visit in 1976 to visit his remaining grandmother in
Ukraine, John experienced a strong calling to aid the oppressed people including his relatives in the Soviet Union. In September 1979, with support from American
Lutheran churches, he began a radio ministry in the
Ukrainian language called Thoughts of Faith which
beamed a weekly religious program behind the Iron Curtain.

With continued support from American Lutherans and other civic
groups, and with loosening of restrictions on foreign travel to the Soviet Union, he began delivering millions of Bibles to Christian groups in
Ukraine, provided 2 mobile medical clinics to aid children and mothers
affected by the Chernobyl Nuclear Accident, provided the first computers to Ukrainian schools, published the first textbooks for children in
the Ukrainian language, provided aide to orphanages and hospitals,
among numerous other humanitarian projects.
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In 1985 he resurrected the Ukrainian Lutheran Church which had
been destroyed by Stalin in 1939. For several years he lived with his
family in Kyiv, Ukraine. Following his return to the United States in
2000, he became involved in Interim Ministry in south central Wisconsin for 10 years serving several parishes before retiring in 2012. Since
2014, he has been a visitation pastor at First Lutheran Church in
Stoughton, WI.
John is survived by his wife, Naomi; his children Matthew, Chippewa
Falls, WI, Mary (Andrew) Scharf, Chippewa Falls, WI, Peter, and Andrew both of Stoughton; one grandchild Stephan Scharf; siblings Michael Shep, Loudon, TN, Mary Duke, Marysville, TN, and George
Shep, Venice, FL; siblings-in-law Philip (Debra)Vangen, Waynesville,
NC, Eve (Guion) VanRensselaer, Fitchburg,WI plus many nephews and
nieces, as well as cousins in Ukraine and Chicago. He was predeceased by his parents.
Private funeral services were held on Monday, June 29, 2020 at First
Lutheran Church with internment at Western Koshkonong Lutheran
Cemetery, Cottage Grove.
A memorial service will be held at a later date.
Memorials may be made to First Lutheran Church,
Bethany Lutheran Seminary, or Orphan Future – an
organization aiding orphans in Ukraine. Blessed be his
memory!

On June 26th Naomi posted this on her Facebook page:

It is with sadness that I notify my friends and family that my best
friend and college sweetheart passed away after losing his battle
with pneumonia. But I also share the great joy that is now his upon
entry into eternal life with his Savior and Lord who triumphed over
death by his sacrifice on the cross. John continued to minister to all
of us even as he struggled to breathe. That included the hospice
nurses who were with us the last 36 hours. "Praise be to God the
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the
God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles." 2 Cor 1:3
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The feast of St. Mary Magdalene is considered one
of the most mystical of feasts, and it is said that of
all the songs of the saints, that of Mary Magdalene
is the sweetest and strongest because her love was
so great.
She has the honour of being the 'prima testis' to the resurrection of the
Lord, the first to see the empty tomb and the first to hear the truth of His
resurrection. Christ has a special consideration and mercy for this woman,
who shows her love for Him, looking for Him in the garden with anguish and
suffering, with 'lacrimas humilitatis'.
It is in the garden of resurrection that the Lord says to Mary Magdalene,
'Noli me tangere'. It is an invitation not only to Mary, but also to all the
Church, to enter into an experience of faith that overcomes any materialistic
appropriation or human understanding of the divine mystery. It has ecclesial
importance! It is a good lesson for every disciple of Jesus: do not seek human securities and worldly honours, but faith in the Living and Risen Christ..
"Precisely since (Mary) was an eyewitness to the Risen Christ, she was also
the first to testify before the apostles. She fulfils the mandate the Risen
Christ gives her: 'go to my brothers and say to them … Mary Magdalene
went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”—and that he
had said these things to her'. In this way she becomes, as is already known,
an evangelist, or rather a messenger who announces the good news of the
resurrection of the Lord; or, as Rabano Mauro and St. Thomas Aquinas said,
'apostolorum apostola', as she announces to the apostles what they in turn
will announce to all the world. The Angelic Doctor is right to apply this term
to Mary Magdalene: she is the witness to the Risen Christ and announces
the message of the resurrection of the Lord, like the other apostles. Therefore it is right that the liturgical celebration of this woman should have the
same level of festivity given to the apostles in the General Roman Calendar,
and that the special mission of this woman be highlighted, as an example
and model to every woman in the Church." — Archbishop Roche.
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/calendar/day.cfm?
date=2020-07-22
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St James, son of Zebedee, was an apostle and a
brother of John the Apostle, according to Christian
belief. He lived at the same time as Jesus. He may have traveled to
the area that is now Santiago de Compostela.
St James was beheaded in Judea in the year 44 CE. Some Christians
believe that his disciples carried his body by sea to Padrón on the
Galician coast. They then buried his body under what is now the
cathedral in Santiago de Compostela.
St James' relics were discovered sometime between 791 CE and 842
CE. Santiago de Compostela then became a place of pilgrimage.
Pope Leo XIII asserted that the relics of St James at Compostela
were authentic in a papal bull. This papal bull was published on November 1, 1884. Common symbols of St James include a traveler's
hat and a scallop shell.
https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/spain/santiago-apostle
Jesus calls upon twelve men to become His apostles in Mark 3. Amid
the twelve are “James son of Zebedee and his brother John (to them
he gave the name Boanerges, which means ‘sons of thunder’)” .
You don’t get a nickname like Sons of Thunder for no reason. But that
is how Jesus’ disciples, James and John, were known. They were rough
-hewn guys—amazing, colorful characters. They would not back away
from a confrontation. In fact, they might even have looked forward to
one. They could be very aggressive. And they were just like us: hopelessly human and remarkably unremarkable.
But God transformed them. And at the end of their lives, these men,
who were known as Sons of Thunder, became known for something
else.
James was the first apostle to be martyred. And John became known
as the apostle of love. He was the author of the Gospel of John as well
as the epistles of 1, 2, and 3 John. God made James and John into
different people than they were before—and He can do the same for
us.
https://www.christianity.com/jesus/life-of-jesus/disciples/
transforming-the-sons-of-thunder.html
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Gather a Bible, this newsletter, and light a candle as a sign of
God’s presence, if you wish.
You may worship with yourself/family by following the worship order
below, or you may go online and worship along with any of the worship
videos on Youtube: go to youtube.com and in the search box type
“Cooksville Lutheran Church.”

Prelude:

Take several deep breaths. As you inhale pray “Thy
kingdom come,” then let your breath out slowly as you pray,
“Thy will be done.” (Or use another phrase, such as “Jesus
Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me.”)

Gathering Hymn: see the following pages, sing/read out loud.
Prayer of the Day: see the following pages, read out loud.

Read the Gospel: see the following pages, find the passage
in your Bible, read it out loud and & discuss together what
the Spirit might be saying to you today and for this week.

Hymn of the Day: see the following pages, sing/read out loud.
Confess the Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose
again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
12
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Offering Prayer:
Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven
and earth. Day by day you shower us
with blessings. As you have raised us to
new life in Christ, give us glad and
generous hearts, ready to praise you and
to respond to those in need, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession:
O God our Healer, show your compassion for the whole human
family that is in turmoil and burdened with illness and with fear.
Come to our aid, heal those who are sick, and protect us.
Grant us your spirit of love and self-discipline so that we may
come together, working to control and eliminate all diseases that
create suffering and often result in death for many people.
Strengthen and encourage those in public health services. Inspire,
give insight and hope to all researchers focused on developing
vaccines and treatments.
Sustain all workers and business owners who suffer loss of
livelihood. Guide the leaders of the nations.
Heal our world, strengthen our hearts and our minds, give us hope
and peace. Remember all your family, the entire human race, and
all your creation, in your love. Amen.

Pray the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Sending Hymn: see the following pages, sing /read out loud.
Blessing:
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless
us and raise us to newness of life, now and forever.
Amen.
13

Prayer of the Day: You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised.
You have made us for yourself, and our hearts are restless until they
rest in you. Grant that we may believe in you, call upon you, know
you, and serve you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen
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HYMN OF THE DAY This is My Song, Verses 1 & 2
1. This is my song, O God of all the nations,
a song of peace for lands afar and mine.
This is my home, the country where my heart is;
here are my hopes, my dreams, my holy shrine;
but other hearts in other lands are beating
with hopes and dreams as true and high as mine.
2. My country's skies are bluer than the ocean,
and sunlight beams on cloverleaf and pine.
But other lands have sunlight too, and clover,
and skies are ev'rywhere as blue as mine.
So hear my song, O God of all the nations,
a song of peace for their land and for mine.

SENDING SONG:

This is My Song, Verse 3

3. This is my prayer, O God of all earth's kingdoms,
your kingdom come; on earth your will be done.
O God, be lifted up till all shall serve you,
and hearts united learn to live as one.
So hear my prayer, O God of all the nations;
myself I give you; let your will be done.

O BEAUTIFUL FOR SPACIOUS SKIES
1. O beautiful for spacious skies, for amber waves of grain,
For purple mountain majesties above the fruited plain:
America! America! God shed his grace on thee,
And crown thy good with brotherhood from sea to shining sea.
2. O beautiful for heroes proved in liberating strife,
Who more than self their county loved, and mercy more than life:
America! America! May God thy gold refine,
Till all success be nobleness, and ev’ry gain divine.
3. O beautiful for patriot dream that sees beyond the years
thine alabaster cities gleam, undimmed by human tears:
America! America! God mend thine ev’ry flaw,
Confirm thy soul in self-control, thy liberty in law.

15

Prayer of the Day: Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the
seed of your word. By your Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy,
live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
GATHERING SONG
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HYMN OF THE DAY

ELW 512

SENDING SONG

On What Has Now Been Sown

ELW 550

On what has now been sown your blessing Lord, bestow;
the pow’r is yours alone to make it sprout and grow.
O Lord, in grace the harvest raise,
and yours alone shall be the praise!

To you our wants are know, from you are all our pow’rs;
accept what is your own and pardon what is ours.
Our praises, Lord, and prayers receive,
and to your word a blessing give.
Oh, grant that each of us, now met before you here,
may meet together thus when you and yours appear,
and follow you to heav’n, our home.
E’en so, Amen! Lord Jesus, come!
17

Prayer of the Day: Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for
your children with firmness and compassion. By your Spirit nurture
us who live in your kingdom, that we may be rooted in the way of
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
GATHERING
SONG
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HYMN OF THE DAY

Come, Ye Thankful People, Come

ELW 693

Come, ye thankful people, come; raise the song of harvest home.
All be safely gathered in ere the winter storms begin.
God, our maker, doth provide for out wants to be supplied
Come to God’s own temple, come, raise the song of harvest home.
All the world is God’s own field, fruit unto his praise to yield;
Wheat and tares together sown, unto joy or sorrow grown.
First the blade, and then the ear, then the full corn shall appear.
Lord of harvest, grant that we wholesome grain and pure may be.
For the Lord our God shall come and shall take his harvest home;
From his field shall in that day all offenses purge away;
Give his angels charge at last in the fire the tares to cast,
But the fruitful ears to store in his garner evermore.
Even so, Lord, quickly come to thy final harvest home.
Gather then they people in, free from sorrow, free from sin,
There, forever purified, in thy garner to abide.
Come, with all thine angels, come, raise the glorious harvest home!

For the Fruit of All Creation

ELW 679

SENDING SONG

1

For the fruit of all creation, thanks be to God.
For these gifts to ev'ry nation, thanks be to God.
For the plowing, sowing, reaping,
silent growth while we are sleeping,
future needs in earth's safekeeping, thanks be to God.

2

In the just reward of labor, God's will is done.
In the help we give our neighbor, God's will is done.
In our worldwide task of caring
for the hungry and despairing,
in the harvests we are sharing, God's will is done.

3

For the harvests of the Spirit, thanks be to God.
For the good we all inherit, thanks be to God.
For the wonders that astound us,
for the truths that still confound us,
most of all, that love has found us, thanks be to God.
19

Prayer of the Day: Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and
resurrection of your Son you bring us into your kingdom of justice and
mercy. By your Spirit, give us your wisdom, that we may treasure the
life that comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
GATHERING SONG

God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens ELW 771
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HYMN OF THE DAY

SENDING SONG

Be Thou My Vision

ELW 793 (vs. 1, 2,4)

Sent Forth by God’s Blessing ELW 547

Sent forth by God’s blessing,
our true faith confessing,
the people of God from
this dwelling take leave.
The supper is ended.
Oh, now be extended
the fruits of this service
in all who believe.
The seed of Christ’s teaching,
receptive souls reaching
shall blossom in action
for God and for all.
Your grace shall incite us,
your love shall unite us
to work for your kingdom
and answer your call.

With praise and thanksgiving
to God ever living,
the tasks of our ev’ryday
life we will face—
our faith ever sharing,
in love ever caring,
embracing God’s children,
the whole human race.
With your feast you feed us,
with your light now lead us;
unite us as one in this
life that we share.
Then may all the living
with praise and thanksgiving
give honor to Christ and
his name that we bear.
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Wonder-filled Experiences With Children!
The Summer School schedule was disrupted this Spring , and is now adjourned for the summer. Please see below for ideas on how to keep the
children in your lives and neighborhoods engaged for the next few
months!
The Gospel messages for July all come from the Book of Matthew. Jesus
used parables to help his disciples better understand what he was trying
to teach them about the Kingdom of Heaven.
In chapter 11, Jesus says, “Come to me, all you that are weary and are
carrying heavy burdens,” and he tells us that his burden is light. Find
ordinary outdoor objects to help children experience this message: a
lie or an angry feeling can be very heavy, like a big rock you can barely
carry! But a kind word and a good deed are as weightless as soap
bubbles easily blown into the air! A heavy chain is not comfortable to
lay across your shoulders and is not a joy to play with, but a hulahoop is light and fun!

In chapter 13, Jesus explains that seeds, like faith, can grow very
differently, depending on where they are planted. Sunflowers or snap
peas are easy seeds to use to demonstrate this to children. Plant a
few seeds in a well-prepared planter or patch of garden with deep
soil, plant some more in a shallow container of soil and gravel mixed
together, and throw a handful on the pavement or deck. Tend the
good soil together all through the summer and see the harvest that
comes!
There are several other parables in chapter 13. A man in search of
fine pearls finds one and sells all he has to buy it, much like a child can
save his allowance for a special thing that he might buy and treasure,
not spending it recklessly on candy or things that do not last and only
give momentary pleasure. It is not practical to demonstrate the parable of the fishing net, but at a beach you might scoop up a small bucket of sand from beneath the water and bring it to shore to sort
through it and find the pretty shells or rocks to keep or give to others,
and throw back the twigs and seaweed.
And as you speak and demonstrate, also be sure to ask and listen. Children have great imaginations as well as the knowledge of the innocent.
They just might teach you a thing or two from their own observations!
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The Pledge of Allegiance was written in August 1892 by the socialist
minister Francis Bellamy (1855-1931) who had hoped that the pledge
would be used by citizens in any country. In its original form it read:
"I pledge allegiance to my Flag and the Republic for
which it stands, one nation, indivisible, with liberty and
justice for all.”
In 1923, the words, "the Flag of the United States of America"
were added. At this time it read:
"I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of
America and to the Republic for which it stands, one
nation, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all."
In 1954, in response to the Communist threat of the times,
President Eisenhower encouraged Congress to add the words
"under God," creating the 31-word pledge we say today:
"I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America, and
to the republic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all."
From: https://www.ushistory.org/documents/pledge.htm

2
5
6
9
10
14
18

Connie Gregerson
Jennifer
Williamson
Lisa White
John Haines
Lillian Hatlen
Nathan Axford
Dorothy
Froemming
Mary Farberg
Curtis Brandt
Alex Wileman
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22
24
26
27
29
30

Rebekah Winger
David Harrington
Georgia Erickson
Rhea Wethal
Carol Harried
Delbert
Schneeberger
Jenna Wethal
David Viney

23

“The future belongs to the brave, the strong, the
proud, and the free. We are one people, chasing
one dream, and one magnificent destiny. We all
share the same heroes, the same home, the
same heart, and we are all made by the same
Almighty God. “ -Donald Trump
“All through our history, our Presidents and leaders have spoken of
national unity and warned us that the real obstacle to moving
forward the boundaries of freedom, the only permanent danger to
the hope that is America, comes from within. My fellow Americans,
it falls to us to keep faith with them and all the great Americans of
our past.” -Ronald Regan
"We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all
men are created equal; that they are endowed
by their Creator with certain unalienable rights;
that among these are life, liberty, and the
pursuit of happiness.” -Thomas Jefferson
"[We] look forward to a world founded upon four essential human
freedoms. The first is freedom of speech and expression-everywhere in the world. The second is freedom of every person to
worship God in his own way--everywhere in the world.
The third is freedom from want--which, translated into
world terms, means economic understandings which will
secure to every nation a healthy peacetime life for its
inhabitants--everywhere in the world. The fourth is
freedom from fear--which, translated into world terms,
means a world-wide reduction of armaments to such a
point and in such a thorough fashion that no nation will be in a
position to commit an act of physical aggression against any
neighbor--anywhere in the world." -Franklin Roosevelt
“God bless America, land that I love
Stand beside her and guide her…” -Irving Berlin
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SYNOD ASSEMBLY
(TO BE HELD VIA A 12-SITE VIDEO-CONFERENCE)

SATURDAY, AUGUST 1, 2020 IS NEW DATE
These are unprecedented times with new procedures and timelines
to follow. Many things will be different for this videoconference assembly. Not the least of which that we will gather at 12 distinct
hosting locations with no more than 50 at each location.
We look forward to this day when we will gather to do the work of
the church:
Elect a bishop and synod leadership,
vote on resolutions,
participate in a contemplative, non-singing worship,
and celebrate our shared mission in Christ.
From Cooksville Lutheran Church, Pastor Karla and Kevin Brekke will be
‘attending’ as well as Linda Sime. If you have questions or input you’d like
them to consider as they represent our congregation, be sure to contact
them this month. As always, we pray for God to guide our leaders at all
times and in all places, that we might know His holy will.
(Continued from page 2)

Until we get back to regular in-person worship, our newsletters will
be larger. We want to provide home worship materials so that we
are worshipping together as a church family.
We will continue posting worship online because we want people to
be able to worship with us, even if they choose to stay home for
now. If you have a smart phone, tablet, lap-top, or desk-top
computer and wi-fi, you are able to connect to online worship.
Please ask for help if you need help to set things up. We are all
learning together.
Please call me if you would like prayer or to visit by phone. The
tending of your soul is so important to me. You are loved, and
precious in God’s sight. God bless you.
God’s Peace Be With You, Pastor Karla Brekke
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The Prayer Group is very active!

Starting this month we will resume meeting every Wednesday
morning at 10 am. Our group is small, but our hearts have
burdens for the needs of others. Anyone is welcome to come
and pray, and request special prayer from our group.
The other prayer group members are Linda Sime, Art and Doris
Olsen, Rich Thompson, Nancy Remley. They pray at home during
the week. If you have a prayer request, email Kevin Brekke at
brekkekev3@aol.com or call him at 608-669-1218.
Please keep the following people in your prayers: Naomi
Shep and family, Pat Foltz, Evelyn Beyer, Basil Remley, Kristeen
Farberg, Bridger Carrol, Jenn Williamson, Louise Kluge, Jean Lademan,
Rev. David Stratton. CLC Special Friends: Joyce Leopold, Anna Hanson,
Ruth Erickson, Virginia Sime. Military: Andrew Newcomb.
1 John 5:14-15, “Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we
ask anything according to His will, He hears us. And if we know that He hears
us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we have asked
of Him.”

Cooksville Church Council 2020

Let’s Keep in Touch!

Ilene Axford (President) 882-6914
Tom Severson (Vice Pres.) 873-6552
Rhonda Wethal (Sec.) 320-7184
Tom Parsons (Treas.) 295-1697
Anne Brunsell 732-9196
Mary Remley 882-6483
Jennifer Nelson 751-1482
Earlene Hanson 873-6200
Curtis Brandt 873-0757
Douglas Graf 882-6483

Church office: 608-882-4408;

Council meetings are the 3rd
Monday of the month at 7:00 pm.

Jeanne Julseth, Minister of Music
490-1175
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11927 W. Church St., Evansville, WI
53536.
cooksvillelutheran@litewire.net

Pastor Karla Brekke: 751-0345
karlabrekke@charter.net

Kelsey Dunn, Administrative
Assistant
cooksvillelutheran@litewire.net
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TUESDAY

Online video available also.

26 Pentecost 8
99:00 am
Parking Lot Worship

Online video available also.

9:00 am
Parking Lot Worship

Pentecost 7

Online video available also.

12 Pentecost 6
9:00 am
Parking Lot Worship

Online video available also.

27
9 am Quilting
11 am Staff Meeting

7 pm Council

20
9 am Quilting
11 am Staff Meeting

13
9 am Quilting
11 am Staff Meeting

6
9 am Quilting
11 am Staff Meeting

28
9 am Maintenance
Group

21
9 am Maintenance
Group

14
9 am Maintenance
Group

7
9 am Maintenance
Group

Attendants will help you park
You will be given a bulletin & a pre-packaged wafer/juice for communion
You may sit in lawn chairs in front of your car
Family groups must maintain a 6 foot physical distance
If you leave your car, you must wear a mask (if you forget, we have some)

5 Pentecost 5
9:00 am
Parking Lot Worship
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MONDAY

Sundays: Parking Lot Worship—9 am!

SUNDAY

29
10 am Prayer Time

22
10 am Prayer Time

15
10 am Prayer Time

8
10 am Prayer Time

1
10 am Prayer Time

WED.

30

23

16

9

2

THU.

31

24

17

10

3

FRI.

C o o k s v i l l e L u t h e ra n C a l e n d a r fo r J u l y 2 0 2 0

25

18

11

4

SAT.
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OUTDOOR WORSHIP
SERVICES 9:00 am Sundays
in JULY!! All are welcome!
See inside for details!!

Address Correction Requested

11927 W. Church Street
Evansville, WI 53536

Cooksville Lutheran Church

