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Judicial Review Update 
We have had three judicial review claims concluded in recent 
months.  In the first, our client pursued a claim in the High 
Court that he had been transferred to an English prison from 
an open prison in Portugal without his consent.  He had been 
informed by the British Embassy and NOMS that his signed 
consent was required before he could be returned to serve 
his sentence in England.  He did not give his consent but was 
transferred anyway.  The Secretary of State relied upon a 
change in the law which he said did not require consent 
before transfer between EU jurisdictions.  Our client’s claim 
was successful on the basis that he had a legitimate 
expectation that the procedure which had been explained to 
him would be followed.  The actions of the Secretary of State 
were described in the High Court’s judgment as an abuse of 
power.  We are now pursuing a claim for damages on our 
client’s behalf. 
 
In the second we pursued a claim on behalf of a client who is 
tetraplegic and who is serving a sentence of 
imprisonment.  He brought a judicial review challenge to the 
conditions of his detention and to the quality of medical and 
social care being provided to him.  It was a very complex case 
which has lasted several months.  The Defendants have 
agreed to a revised and much more extensive care plan, 
which, if implemented properly, will bring the public law 
illegality to an end.  In addition, adjustments have been made 
to our client’s physical environment in prison.   

In the third, we pursued a claim on behalf of a client who has 
autism spectrum disorder. He was given an IPP sentence with 
a minimum term of less than two years. He has now served 
over eleven years more than his short tariff, and there is no 
sign he has progressed towards being released. We issued a 
judicial review claim to challenge the failure by the Secretary 
of State to provide him with appropriate support in prison, on 
the grounds that there was a failure to make reasonable 
adjustments in respect of his disability and an unlawful 
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departure from policy without a good reason. We argued that the 
claim required the court to decide whether there was a failure to 
comply with the duty to make reasonable adjustments for autistic 
prisoners as a class. Our client’s needs are typical of a number of 
autistic prisoners. Expert reports showed that the failure to meet 
his needs prevented him from reducing his risk to others and 
progressing towards release, and caused him overwhelming 
anxiety. This claim was rejected in the High Court.  We have now 
applied for permission to appeal to the Court of Appeal.  

News 
Lisa and Catherine were invited by two of their clients to a social 
event at HMP Grendon In September 2018. It provided an 
interesting insight to the Therapeutic Community and the 
speeches given by members of the community were very powerful 
and moving. 
 
Joel attended SAPROF training provided by Dr Ruth Tully. 

This should greatly assist in cross examination in  parole 

hearings when probation, and prison psychologists, can 

often overlook the importance of protective factors in 

relation to risk management. 

Goldsmiths Forensic Psychology Unit in association with SL5 Legal 
and Red Lion Chambers hosted a Psychology and the Law 
conference 8 November 2018 which brought together 
practitioners with expertise across the criminal justice system. 
Guest speakers included the newly appointed Chair of the Parole 
Board, Caroline Corby, and a number of other Parole Board 
members and leading forensic psychologists. The event was well 
attended and received very positive feedback. 
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Client testimonials 
 
Catherine Bond 

“You should be lucky to have Ms Bond. She’s extremely professional and very sympathetic. She’s the best solicitor I’ve had 

in the last 20 years. I would and do recommend Cath to anyone who is looking for a good brief to get them out of jail. She’s 

the best” 

Lisa Burton 

“Thank you for everything you and your staff have done for me from C Cat, D Cat and the way you looked after my parents 

on the day of my D Cat review. You have a kind heart and care for your clients. Once again I give you my heartfelt gratitude 

and respect.” 

 

          June 2018 

 Welcome to Ian Clewlow, who has now joined 
SL5 Legal 

 
Ian has over 35 years’ experience in the Criminal Justice 
System having worked in the Probation Services and 
Prison settings. He has also been for 11 of those years a 
member of the Parole Board. Ian is now acting as a Prison 
Law Consultant and can bring this extensive experience to 
act for prisoners at Parole Board Hearings and prison 
adjudications to ensure that prisoners can obtain fair and 
effective hearings. His inside knowledge of the Parole 
Board and Oral Hearings is a huge advantage to ensuring 
that Lifer and IPP prisoners can achieve the best possible 
result from their hearing. 
 
Case of the Month – Catherine Bond 
 
Catherine had a fantastic result for one of her lifer clients 

who she has represented for a number of years. There was 

no support for release from neither the Offender 

Supervisor nor the Offender Manager, but the Parole 

Board was persuaded by the arguments Catherine put 

forward that the concerns raised by Probation did not 

relate to risk, and  they directed the client’s release. This is 

an important reminder that the Parole Board is 

independent and do frequently make decisions contrary to 

the recommendations of the Probation Service.  

 
 

 

 
Latest Tweets 
 
@AndrewSperling 
Our magnificent @lisaburtonuk managed to prevent 
one of our clients being recalled by calling his 
probation office on a Saturday morning. Lots of 
people get recalled at weekends when there isn’t 
someone around to make informed, balanced 
decisions. Without her intervention he may well have 
spent several months in custody and lost his job. 

 
@AndrewSperling 
One of my clients returned to Jamaica today. He was 
in custody and wanted to go back. Very sadly his 
mother passed away in Jamaica a few weeks ago. 
We were able to get him home for her funeral. He is 
glad to have the chance to say goodbye to her and 
start his life over. 

T   
Prison Law Free Help & Advice UK – SL5 Legal 
For prisoners on licence and prisoners’ families. 
Do you have a family member or friend who would 
like answers to questions about Prison Law, Parole or 
Judicial Review? Tell them about our group, it’s free. 
We aim to answer as many questions as we can. 
These are posted on our Facebook group page. 
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