
 

   

DAE Studio Newsletter 
Celebration Awards March 2018 

Principal’s Award –  
In recognition of sustained progress across the curriculum.  

Year 9 - Christopher Wilson  

Last Month’s Token winners – 
(Tokens are awarded for displaying entrepreneurial attributes) 

Year 9 –Tom Jackson 54 

Year 10 – Liam Byrom 82 

Year 11 –Chloe Bennison 14 

6th Form – Nathan Hosker 39 

Literacy Champion –   
Jasmine Wilkinson (Y11) & Sam Pilkington (Y11), Ellie Fitton (Y10), Elle 

McGlone (Y9) 

Numeracy Champion –  
Kelsey Perry (Y11), Megan Dillon (Y10), Josh Shuttleworth (Y9) 

 

 

  

 

 

   March 2018 

In our Personal, Social and 

Health Education this month 

we have been thinking about… 
 

The effects of social media on young 

people. To investigate further look up the 

results of the latest survey on: 

https://smartsocial.com/negative-effects-of-

social-media/. We have also been discussing 

how using our own personal devices in 

public can affect others.  For further 

guidance 

read the following article: 

https://www.livestrong.com/article/536846-

the-negative-effects-electronics-have-on-

teens/. 

You might be surprised at what you learn!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  
 

Dear Parents, 

This month has been very exam orientated with assessment weeks for all years and we would like to thank you for 

all your support in encouraging students to revise and prepare in the correct manner for the assessments. I would 

like to give a special mention to two Year 11 students Kyle and Josh Morrison for a clear commitment and 

dedication towards preparing for their recent English mock exams. There are also several Year 10 students, Katy 

Mayoh, Brandon Parker and Ellie Lee who have really impressed their English teacher. Mrs Jenkinson states “The 

development and personal growth in these 3 is superb.” Elevate have recently visited our Year 11 students to 

deliver further exam preparation advice, passing on tips from the most successful students across the country. This 

information alongside the revision packs provided should enable all Year 11 students to prepare for the summer 

exams in the best manner.  

It has been a joy seeing Studio 6th formers travel to their university interviews across the country. They are 

receiving their offers and now working towards the final pieces for their portfolios. Keep an eye out on our 

Facebook ‘DAE Studio Creative Digital Media’ page for previews of their work.  

The Studio is passionate about developing a love of literacy for all our students. In response to this, students have 

been focusing upon poetry anthologies and creating responses in light of key events and experiences. In the 

following text you can read a piece by one of our Year 10 students that highlights the fantastic talents our students 

possess.  

Employer engagement is an element of the Studio offer that makes our students standout and succeed. Students 

studying on the Health & Social Care pathway have been involved in some fantastic community projects and I hope 

you enjoy reading about the exciting opportunities and projects they have collaborated with in the past few weeks.  

As always, if you are happy with the Studio provision or have a request for how we could develop further please 

don’t hesitate to get in touch. My email address is colin.grand@daestudio.biz. 

Thank you for your continued support. I look forward to seeing you at the upcoming progress evening.  

Colin Grand, Interim Principal 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 

World Book Day 01/03/18 

Progress Evening 15/03/18 5:30pm-8:00pm 

Schools closes for Easter 23/03/18 1:15pm & re-opens 9/04/2018 

Open Evening Revised date 19th April 2018 6pm-8pm 

 

 

UPDATING SCHOOL RECORDS  
 

Please keep school informed of any chronic or short-term medical condition which may affect your child, 

especially asthma.  If your child does suffer from asthma, it is recommended that your child always keeps a 

spare inhaler (named) in school at all times. 

 

It is also extremely important that you let the office know if you have changed any contact numbers or moved 

house.  It is vital that telephone numbers for all contacts are kept updated so that we can contact you should 

we need to, especially in an emergency.  

 

IMPORTANT REMINDERS 

 

Email addresses - We email out the newsletter to parents every month. Please ensure we have your 

correct email address to make sure you receive it and other information.  

 

Punctuality - Please ensure your child is in school by 8:55am. Students can enter the Studio from 7:45am 

where we provide a free tea & toast breakfast. 

 

Term time holidays – Please avoid taking holidays during term time, we are unable to authorise such 

holidays.  

 

Reporting absence – Absences must be reported to school by 9:15am 01254 819567.  
 

Studio app - You can keep up to date with information about the Studio 

through our app.  To download the app, search for Darwen Aldridge Enterprise 

Studio in your device’s app store or scan the QR code below. 

 

Phone: 01254 819567  Email: info@daestudio.biz   

Web address: www.daestudio.biz  

Interim Principal: Mr C Grand     Vice Principal: K Brooks  

mailto:info@daestudio.biz
http://www.daestudio.biz/


 

 

 

 

Revision Technique of the Month 

“Chunk your tasks!” 

Set yourself a ‘Power Hour.’ You remember things much better when your brain can process the information 

in chunks. Check out the following 5 steps which advise on how to complete past papers at home for the 

maximum success rates.  

 

 

Scheduled Revision Classes for Year 11 

 

We have weekly revision sessions that we 

expect all Year 11 students to be attending. 

This is a great opportunity to refine 

techniques, get further quality time with 

teachers and to establish a weekly routine for 

revision. There will also be allocated 1-1 

sessions on Friday afternoons, teachers are 

booking these with students on a personalised 

basis.  

 

 

Monday – English Literature & Language 4pm – 5pm 

Tuesday – Science 4pm – 5pm  

Wednesday – Maths 4pm – 5pm 

Thursday – Option subjects 4pm – 5pm 

Friday – Selected teacher interventions 1.15pm – 

1.45pm  

 



 

 

 

 

Thinking Day Poem 

Thinking Day is a Girl Guiding and a Scouts day. It is 

celebrated every year on the 22nd of February. This date 

is the birthday of Olave Baden-Powell and Robert Baden-
Powell who founded Girl Guiding and Scouts. We 

celebrate this day to commemorate them and learn about 

other units around the world. This poem is written by 

Lydia Taylor Year 10.   

 
Teach the Teacher 

Year 9 English Literature students seized the opportunity 

to take over the class for part of their lesson in order to 

'teach the teacher'.  Leah Jackson, Josh Shuttleworth and 

Shannon Skinner taught Mr Woodward all about the 

poems they have been studying over the past term, 

highlighting their own excellent understanding of the 

poems. 

 

 

Advice for Year 11 Students 

Macbeth at the cinema. Please check cinema listings for example, Vue Blackburn, 

Accrington and Preston. This showing will help ywith your preparation for the 

English Literature Paper1 in your GCSE Exam. If you can get down to see this, it 

would be really beneficial. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Thinking Day Poem; 

 

Thinking of others before yourself. 

I lay my emotions upon the shelf. 

Hidden away, never revealed 

A secret illness, never healed. 

 

A day to remember everyone else. 

Remember them when they’re somewhere else. 

I bow my head and count to three 

Bringing my arms around my knee. 

I stand alone and start to weep 

With the tears that disturb my sleep. 

 

It's not a day for everyone 

For Scouts and Guides the list is done. 

A day to think about our groups, 

And learn about our fellow troops. 

A day to think about the world 

About the views that are forever swirled 

Swirled with opinions and the facts 

And conflict because of our acts. 

 

A day to remember, I will say. 

I wish you a happy thinking day. 

On the 22nd of February it takes place 

A day to remember a familiar face. 

 

By Lydia Taylor 

 



 

 

 

 

Studio students on placement. 

Congratulations to one of our sixth formers, Ana Diaconu on 

successfully securing a part time media role with local author of 

‘Kindness Matters’, and inspirational speaker John Magee.  Ana will be 
producing and editing John’s social media channels for his Kindness 

Matters campaign of which Blackburn’s born and bred, four-time 

World Superbike Champion and ITV’s I’m A Celebrity winner ‘Carl 

Fogarty’ MBE is the first of many stars to become an ambassador for 

Kindness Matters. 

 

A massive well done to Crystal Feast, Yr 12, on the positive feedback 

received from her work-placement mentor at St James Primary School, 

Blackburn.  Crystal works within the nursery of the school each 

Tuesday and we are proud of the successful impression she’s made in 

the couple of months she’s been working there. Crystal will continue 

her Childcare placement for the foreseeable future and will no doubt 

be an asset to the school.  

 

 

Another student who is proving to be very successful at work-

placement is Abbie Kearney, a year 10 student who’s been 

instrumental in producing graphic designs for Healthwatch 

Blackburn with Darwen.  Healthwatch are the independent national 

champion for people who use health and social care services 

making sure that those running services and the government put 

people at the heart of care. Abbie has produced a number of 

creative designs to support various projects.  Healthwatch are 

extremely impressed with Abbie’s professional approach, 

confidence and talents as a graphics designer.   

 

Two of our Healthwatch, Amplify Champions, Tia Clarke and 

Ellie Fitton were pivotal to planning and running a mental 

health awareness campaign and one of our sixth formers, Aziz 

Ali, who successful carried out a commission to produce a 
logo for a new build luxury retirement home were able to 

showcase their successes to the Aldridge Foundations PR 

team.  The three students involved were able to confidently 

and professionally share their involvement in these two 



 

 

 

 

exciting projects.  The PR company involved praised the three students and said they were a credit to the 

school for their inspirational achievements.  

Our Yr 9 and 11 Childcare students have been busy designing 

and planning a selection of activities suitable for nursery 

children as part of their Childcare Lessons. We are extremely 

proud of Elle McGlone (Yr 9), Kayleigh Duffy (Yr 9) and Louise Bell-

Gath (Yr 10) who have been proactive in designing several activities 

which they then delivered to the nursery children at Ashleigh Pre-

School in Darwen.  The staff there have been delighted with the 

work the girls have independently carried out and have welcomed 

their return over the forthcoming weeks.   Keep up the excellent 

work girls! 

Miss Masterson, Miss Arnone & Miss Mason 
 

 

 

Social Media 
 

Please don’t forget to check out our Facebook pages ‘Darwen Aldridge Enterprise Studio’ and 

DAE Studio Creative Digital Media for more regular and detailed updates on the amazing activities 

and work being produced at the Studio.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


