
 

 

  

DAE Studio Newsletter 
Celebration Awards February 2018 
Principal’s Award – Jack Ridgway Y10 
In recognition of sustained progress in English, Maths & Science.  
 

Last Month’s Token winners – 
(Tokens are awarded for displaying entrepreneurial attributes) 
Year 9 –Riley Parker-Thomson 
Year 10 – Robert Hoole  
Year 11 –Connor Thomson 
6th Form – Jordan Duxbury & Alex Mullen 
  

Literacy Champion – Minnie Neve 
Numeracy Champion – Josh Calvy 
 

   February 2018 

In our Personal, Social and Health 
Education this month we have 
been thinking about… 
The Holocaust. Mr Woodward has 
shared his experiences of visiting Auschwitz 
with students in assemblies.   

 

February Highlights… 

The future is bright… 

Congratulations to our Year 13 students who are starting to receive offers from universities to start 

degree courses in September. Special congratulations to Aziz who has received an unconditional offer.  

Just the last 5 months of hard work and effort in order to start the next step on their successful journeys. 

Keep up the good work Year 13. You are an inspiration to our younger students!  

                                                                                                                                                     Designs by Aziz Ali Y13 

 



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

Year 11 Mock Exams week commencing 01/02/18 

School Closes for Half Term Friday 9th February at 1:15pm  

Elevate revision techniques lecture for Y11 20th Feb 9:45-11:00am 

World Book Day 01/03/18 

Progress Evening 15/03/18 5:30pm-8:00pm 

 
 
UPDATING SCHOOL RECORDS  

 
Please keep school informed of any chronic or short-term medical condition which may affect your child, 
especially asthma.  If your child does suffer from asthma, it is recommended that your child always keeps a 
spare inhaler (named) in school at all times. 

 
It is also extremely important that you let the office know if you have changed any contact numbers or moved 
house.  It is vital that telephone numbers for all contacts are kept updated so that we can contact you should 
we need to, especially in an emergency.  
 

IMPORTANT REMINDERS 
 

Email addresses - We email out the newsletter to parents every month. Please ensure we have your 
correct email address to make sure you receive it and other information.  
 
Punctuality - Please ensure your child is in school by 8:55am. Students can enter the Studio from 7:45am 
where we provide a free tea & toast breakfast. 
 
Term time holidays – Please avoid taking holidays during term time, we are unable to authorise such 
holidays.  
 
Reporting absence – Absences must be reported to school by 9:15am 01245 819567.  
 
Studio app - You can keep up to date with information about the Studio through our app.  To download the 
app, search for Darwen Aldridge Enterprise Studio in your device’s app store or scan the QR code below. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Phone: 01254 819567  Email: info@daestudio.biz   
Web address: www.daestudio.biz  
Principal: Mr C Grand     Vice Principal: K Brooks  



Revision Technique of the Month 

 

“Start as early as you can!” 

 
Scheduled Revision Classes for Year 11 

 

Monday – English Literature and Language 4pm – 5pm 

Tuesday – Science 4pm – 5pm  

Wednesday – Maths 4pm – 5pm 

Thursday – Option subjects 4pm – 5pm 

Friday – Selected teacher interventions 1.15pm – 1.45pm  

 

The first and most important tip is to 
start as early as you can! 
 
By revising in short sessions on a more 
regular basis, you are more likely to 
retain the information you are revising. 
 
Create a revision plan and start 
revising for 30 minutes each evening. 
 
Eg 10 minutes Maths, 10 minutes Law, 
10 minutes Biology. 



Sixth Form Successes 
Congratulations to some of our 6th form students who have passed their GCSE resit exams in maths.  These 
students can now apply for the university of their choice having worked their socks off for this qualification. 

 
 

Year 11 Trip to the Theatre  
On 12th January 2018, our year 11 English Literature students attended The Octagon Theatre in Bolton to 
watch a live performance of Charles Dickens' A Christmas Carol.   
 
The students really enjoyed themselves and improved their knowledge and understanding of the book's key 
messages. 

 
 

The following text is a student response to the visit… 

 



A Christmas Carol 
A unique retelling of the country's most beloved story 

By Minnie Neve 

Octagon Theatre, Bolton 
 
    It feels as though we are now simply born with the knowledge of Charles Dickens’ arguably most famous 
story, A Christmas Carol, due to the fact it is simply everywhere we look.  
    So seeing it live in the second week of January - after studying it for months straight - seems like the last 
thing any self-respecting student would do. But hey, who turns down a free school trip? 
    Upon arrival at the Octagon, we were pleasantly surprised by the comfort of the waiting areas and cafe 
before the show's start. (Though, a warning to any future show-goers, the cafe prices are dear - yet, the cake 
is worth it.) Despite the masses of primary school children that had descended upon the theatre, it was not 
headache inducing and felt hushed enough for us to have our own conversation without the need to shout. 
    But I am not here to review the pre-show wait, I am here to review the show! 
    Immediately, the show opened with a twist as various actors brought out instruments - including an electric 
guitar. Sadly, there was not an original score, (which, after years of watching 'A Muppet's Christmas Carol' had 
become almost an expectation,) but there was the use of old Christmas carols (I'm certain the pun was 
intended) to set the scene or during scene changes. 
    Speaking of changes! This theatre was not like most. Instead of the usual disconnect between the rigid front-
facing stage and one directional audience, the Octagon is in-the-round - meaning it has the audience surround 
a stage in the center of the room. Because of this, there was a lot more interactivity between the actors and 
audience. Another thing that had changed, because of this, was how they changed settings. 
    The stage was minimal with a raised box in the center which could be lowered or raised further to become 
an array of things - a grave; a table; an office desk. Each of the props was brought by the actors and removed 
as such, creating an organic feel. 
    Scrooge - played by the excellent Marc Small - was a very different Scrooge to what we are all used to. He 
was not your usual grumpy old miser, he felt silly in a way. Not wildly so, but in subtle nuances. In the way, 
he'd mock another's words, or repeat his own in attempting to convince himself of ghosts non-existence, or 
even repeat a previous line in a funny nod to the audience. 
    Another stand out performance, for me, was by Sue Devaney. Each of the 3 characters she played was 
immediately lovable. As the ghost of Christmas Present, she felt truly jolly and embodied Christmas. She and 
Scrooge played off of each other extremely well. 
    Sadly though, the ghost of Christmas Past was not so brilliantly played. She felt as though she wasn't sure 
what to do and silly in the wrong way. Whether this was because of the wildly talented actors around her, or 
her own talents is unsure. Thankfully this performance did not spoil the rest and was almost forgotten by the 
final ghost. 
    The final ghost was truly a twist. After many decades of the ghost of Christmas Future being played the tall 
dark ominous figure of death, this one was a child. A child dressed in a contrastingly modern uniform 
compared to the rest of the classic Victorian wardrobe of the rest of the cast. 
    Personally, I loved this twist and felt it was even more ominous than if it had been Death himself. 
    The play ended heartwarmingly like the story always does and left the entire audience buzzing with 
excitement. Well worth the day out, and the journey. I would recommend yourself to go but sadly our viewing 
was one of the last shows. Though do keep an eye out for more shows, as I am sure they will be as excellent 
as this. 
 


