
 

   

DAE Studio Newsletter 
Celebration Awards May 2018 

Principal’s Award –  

In recognition of sustained progress across the curriculum.  

Connor Thomson for exceptional resilience and 

dedication to revision. 

Harmony Nightingale for displaying empathy for other 

students.   

Last Month’s Token winners – 
(Tokens are awarded for displaying entrepreneurial attributes) 

Year 9 –  Josh Shuttleworth (49) 

Year 10 –   Louise Bell-Gath (18) 

Year 11 –  Sam Pilkington (22) 

6th Form – Robbie Stuttard (61) 
 

Literacy Champion –  Megan Dillon (Y10) 

Numeracy Champion – Cameron Houghton (Y9) 

Science Champion – Ellie Fitton (Y10) 

Digital Champion – Sam Pilkington (Y11) 

Care Sector Champion – Gabi Swierdzewska (Y11) 

 

 

  

 

 

   May 2018 

In our Personal, Social and Health 

Education this month we have been 

thinking about… 
 

In Tutor groups we have been discussing advances 

in technology; how and whether technology could 

ever replace humans and whether e-sports should 

be added to the next Olympic Games. 
 

Our year 12 students have started looking to the 

future, beginning their research into which 

Universities and what courses they would like to 

apply for. Year 13s have proved an inspiration to 

them as they have now completed all their 

coursework and will eagerly await the August 

results to confirm their University places.  

In our assemblies the highlight has been local 

history month where we looked at the history of 

our very own, beautiful building, looking at over 

100 years of change. We certainly have a 

fascinating past....and a bright future! 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  
 

Dear Parents, 

It gives me great pleasure to inform you that I will be continuing in my role as Principal of the Studio School 

on a permanent basis. I have been part of the Studio team since opening in 2013 and have seen several year 
groups flourish and progress under our tuition. I really admire the passion of our students and staff for the 

unique opportunities we offer for study in the creative digital, technical digital, health, social and child care 

sectors. As I hope you are aware, I am committed to providing all of our students with a ‘competitive 

advantage’ for further education or employment and I look forward to continuing to support the 

development of our students.  

As we approach the middle of exam season I would like to extend my thanks to all parents who are 

supporting year 11 students with their preparation for the exams. Students have conducted themselves 

with professionalism and dedication during the first formal exam week and have really impressed me with 

their determination to succeed.  

This month has seen a range of students partake in some incredibly exciting opportunities, such as 

involvement in national conferences, collaborating on live briefs and the creation of some very thoughtful 

pieces of work. I hope you enjoy reading about these activities in more detail in the newsletter.  

As always, if you are happy with the Studio provision or have a request for how we could develop further 

please do not hesitate to get in touch. My email address is colin.grand@daestudio.biz. 

Thank you for your continued support.  

Colin Grand, Principal 
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Assessment Week Tips 
 
 
Year 9 and 10 English Literature 
assessment - Shakespeare's 
Macbeth. In preparation for the 
assessment after half term, 
students must study their planning 
sheets and revise short quotations. 
Don't forget to revise 'context' too 
- what was life like in Jacobean 
England? 
 
Year 10 English Language 
assessment - explorations in 
Creative Writing. Try fine tuning 
your creative writing over half 
term. Try writing a descriptive 
piece about a room in your own 
home. 'Zoom-in' and provide 
specific details. You could also try 
to write the opening of a short 
story based on something you are 
planning to do over half term. 
Remember to 'hook' the reader 
and use STOPSEC to help you 
structure your ideas. 
 
Year 11 GCSE English Language 
exams. 
Tuesday 5th June (am) - Paper 1 
(Explorations in Creative Reading 
and Writing - one extract). 
Friday 8th June (am) - Paper 2 
(Writers' Viewpoints and 
Perspectives - comparison of two 
extracts: 19th century and modern 
day).  
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 

A Showcase Piece from Year 10 English. 

“A house is just bricks and mortar. Home is where the heart is.” Write an article giving your viewpoint. 

I firmly believe that a house ‘is just brick and mortar’ but a ‘home is where the heart is’.  

Firstly, a “house” is defined as a habitat, a ‘building made for people to live in’, whereas a home to me suggests culture, 

protection, security. Some may even say it’s part of your community; where you live, grow and ultimately where you 

belong. 

A home to me is a place that I am familiar with, somewhere that I belong and I don’t stand out. The people that 

accompany me know me like the back of their hand - they know what I’m feeling without me saying a word and they are 

my ‘best friends’. A house on the other hand is just a building where someone lives but that ‘house’ could be a home for 

someone else, they could have been born and raised there as a child - it’s where they nest, it’s their sanctuary.   

A home doesn’t just have to be a building. I have two homes, ‘my’ house and ‘my’ caravan. When I was 3 months old I 

took my first trip down to Anglesey and ever since then I have been going down near enough every weekend. I was on 

the same campsite for 12 years my dad and grandparents were on for 20 years. I was raised there. It was where I went 

to clear my head after a ‘hard day’ at school. We had our own little field - our own community of people from all over 

the UK that we had met. We had people from Liverpool, London, Manchester and Preston. It was my family, but when I 

was 12 we had to move because of the site owner needed to clear the field for the horses, so we all moved to a new 

site and we have all started to lose connection with each other. There is still a small group of us but not the full family 

that I once had, and that place that I called home has been taken away from me. Our roots have been lost.  Not to the 

same extent as people we have been hearing about in the news such as the Syrian refugees or the “Windrush 
Generation”, but nonetheless, I do feel that I’ve lost my roots.  

The idea of ‘home’ got me thinking about the “Windrush Generation”, who are the children of the original workers who 

were invited to work and live in Britain after WW2 - people that have lived in the UK all their life and are being 

deported back to ‘their home country’. I strongly disagree with this because if the citizens of the UK are being deported 

‘back’ to ‘their home country’ that they have most likely never visited before, it means that they are going to a 

completely different place to where their actual ‘home’ is. It’s like putting a bunch of Inuits in the middle of the Amazon 

rainforest. It’s unfair. Why should the people of ‘Great Britain’ be sent to a strange country? This makes Britain look like 

‘Alright Britain’ not ‘Great Britain’, people like the “Windrush Generation” are what makes Britain so ‘Great’. Don’t 

forget their ancestors came over after WWII ended to help us fix the economy and make it stable again. Without them 

we wouldn’t be where we are today. They have been born and raised here because of their ancestors. This is their 
home. This is where they belong. 

For the Syrian refugees, they have lost their homes to an extremist group known as Daesh AKA ISIS. Not only have they 

taken the homes from the Syrian citizens, they have destroyed them, crumbled them down into a million pieces. It’s not 

fair. They shouldn’t have to have their humble abodes destroyed right in front of them; they shouldn’t have them 

destroyed at all. As well as their homes being demolished, they have to find new homes, in different countries because 

the extreme group pose a threat to them and their families. People say that refugees are “the scum of the earth”, “they 

take our jobs”, “they do nothing for the community”, but when you think about it, where would we be without them? 

Would we have a stable economy like we do now? They help provide and harvest food, build shelter, provide healthcare 

and we give them nothing back apart from disrespect. We treat them like they are not humans. We call them 

‘immigrants’ when in reality they’re looking for shelter, a home, where they will be safe from the extreme groups 

roaming the Middle East. Why can’t they be safe? They are human beings just like us.  For those who say such negative 

things I’d ask - where are your morals? It’s not their fault that they have to seek refuge from bombings. It’s not their 
fault that they have to ‘immigrate’.  

So, is the home where the heart is? Absolutely!  

Brandon Gaskell Year 10 



 

 

 

 

Student delivers outstanding lesson. 

 
At the beginning of the month, 11G1 English Language had a new teacher…Miss Neve (Year 11 student). 

 

As part of our revision for 

Language Paper 1 Question 

5 (creative writing) Minnie 

planned, resourced and 

delivered a superb lesson 

on how to plan a 

narrative.  All students 

benefitted from Minnie’s 

lesson and her feedback! 

  

Minnie certainly has the 

skills and qualities to step 

into the profession! 

 

 

 

 

 

Poetry by Year 10  
 

The perfect vision 

Oh! How I’d like the perfect life! 

Where the sun shines and safe is the night. 

Where nobody feels stress or strife. 

When there is no wrong and only right. 

Of course this is only a vision. 

 

Oh my! How I want the perfect world! 

When there is no difference. 

When there is peace between race, boy or girl. 

When there is only truth and no barriers or fence. 

Could this be true; no this is only a vision. 

 

Oh my god! How I need perfection! 

Where everyone is in good health. 

There is no need for weapons for protection. 

Everything is right, no need for hatred towards others or oneself. 

Definitely but this is only but a vision. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Digital Photography 
 

Year 9 Photographic students have 

been working on a Disguise brief. 
They have been exploring a range of 

digital editing techniques. We have 

been particularly impressed with the 

work of Julia Cougill has produced 

some excellent images for her 

project.  

 
Julia Cougill – Disguise project  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

3D and 2D modeling in Game Design 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 9 students studying Game Design in the Creative Media Production have been looking at retro gaming 

and the creation of their own level designs inspired by classic games such as Mario and Sonic the Hedgehog.  

They have also been exploring 3D animation through Mine-imator and creating characters and objects for 

Minecraft.  

 

Pieces by year 9 students Kobie Edwards, Julia 

Cougill and Tristan Taylor.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Year 12 Documents Paranormal Investigation 

 
Our building is one of the oldest in Darwen and holds a very diverse history. This has been of interest to one 

of our Year 12 students, Cameron Wright. On the 14th May at 9pm the Studio welcomed a team of 

investigators from Blackburn Paranormal, accompanied by Cameron who documented a memorable 

investigation that searched for and recorded several unexplained phenomena. The event was streamed live 

through Blackburn Paranormal’s Facebook page, received over 1000 views and generated quite an online 

discussion. Check out the Facebook feed for more details.  

 

 

Employer Engagement Opportuinities 

Student Trip to London International Food Power Conference 

 
We are so incredibly proud of 

Charlotte Ratcliffe and Corey 

McPartland who had the amazing 

opportunity and experience of 

travelling to London for two days to 

represent the school and co-facilitate 

workshops at the International Food 

Power Conference at City University 

of London.  They collaborated with 
180 officials and presented to 

professors, senior policy makers, 

alliance groups and government officials in the workshops. Our claim to fame is that we were the only school 

in the world to have been invited!   

The theme of the International Conference was involving and empowering people with lived experience and 

delegates had travelled from afar afield as Canada and Columbia.  Ben Pearson, the Empowerment Programme 

Officer for Food Power explained, "Three hours flew by, with a wealth of discussion which will help inform the 

development and design of our Food Poverty Empowerment Ladder. Charlotte and Corey brought valuable insight to the 

conversation, sharing learning from the Empowerment Exchanges they continue to facilitate with young people in 

Blackburn with Darwen. "Feedback from the participants was positive as Lucy Antal, Project Manager at Regional 

Food Economy NW, said, "‘A thoughtful and thought provoking workshop on empowering people in food poverty. 



 

 

 

 

Made especially relevant by the contributions made to the 

discussions from the young people at DAES." Extremely well 

done girls. 

Leading on from this success, Charlotte Ratcliffe was 

invited to present findings from the London workshops at 

the quarterly Food Poverty Alliance meeting.  This session 

was attended by senior decision makers and even the 

Mayor of Darwen!  Charlotte was excited to share how 

she had met people from all over the World and with 

great enthusiasm she spoke of the forums and discussion groups she had been part of.  Charlotte generated 

some interesting discussion in the meeting that afternoon and was a real inspiration.  Jan Larkin one of the 

Alliance partners said ‘It is evident that Charlotte has a clear understanding of the issues that are being faced in 

Darwen and her contribution to the meeting was really refreshing’.  We are delighted to say that she did such a 

good job that the Alliance Group have invited two of our students to be members of the group going forward.  

What a fabulous opportunity to raise awareness of our school in the local area.  

  

Sixth form work-placement 
Well done to the sixth form students who continue their weekly work-placements.  Feedback received from 

employers during their one to one meetings has been extremely positive and very encouraging.  This weekly 
placement provides our students with a competitive advantage and is building employability skills to help 

secure future employment.  Carol Kay from Ashleigh Pre-school in Darwen commented: ‘it is a pleasure to 

have your students working with us on a weekly basis, they are always polite, enthusiastic and just get on with the job.  

They are a credit to the school’.  

                          Food Power Task Group 

The Food Power task group is gaining momentum.  Students from years 9, 10, 11 

have been busy planning a workshop to deliver at Darwen Vale’s Super Enrichment 

Day, and working closely with Blackburn with Darwen’s Children’s centre to plan 

and deliver sessions over the summer holidays around a healthy lunch box scheme 

for young children.  Well done to all those involved.  

 

             End Hunger UK/Poet’s Society, poetry competition. 

We were privileged to be invited to participate in the End Hunger UK / Poet’s Society 

poetry competition earlier this month.  Students readily embraced the challenge of 

writing their own poems around poverty.  The winners will be published on Young Poets 

Network, and will be included in a touring exhibition organised by End Hunger UK 

meaning that winners’ voices will be heard by MPs and have the chance to make real 

change.  As we submitted over 10 poems we’ll also have the opportunity of winning a 

chance to have a well-known poet visit the school.  Well done to all those students who 

took part.   

 



 

 

 

 

Amplify young people’s voice of Healthwatch 
 

Amplify champions involved in a recent Eating Disorder task group working part in collaboration with 

Healthwatch were invited to review the report they had helped to produce.  This report was commissioned 

by both Public Health and the NHS Clinical Commissioning Group to obtain young people’s views on eating 

disorders and how to raise awareness of this ‘silent illness’.  Our students captured the views of both local 

people and school children by visiting local primary schools and presenting workshops.  They managed to 

complete 250 face to face questionnaires, helped in the collation of results and findings.  We are extremely 

proud of what they have achieved.   

 

                                  Trailblazer  
 

Students from Health & social took part on a voluntary project called 

Trailblazer run by Nightsafe.  This is an exciting pilot to prevent young 

people from becoming homeless by teaching them essential life skills.  

The first session involved our students learning how to structure and 

format their own CV’s to stand out from the crowd.  This session was 

well received and feedback from Nightsafe was very encouraging.    

 

 

Interviewing Nicola Roscoe from Nightsafe 
 

Two of our students who are Food Power Champions were invited to interview Nicola Roscoe, Manager of 

Nightsafe in Darwen.  Their report will be featured in a new magazine ‘Scran’ which will be distributed to 
alliances all over the UK.  Very well done to Tia Clarke and Corey McPartland.   

 

Church Action on Poverty 
 

In view of the success of the London Trip, four lucky students have been invited to attend Church Action on 

Poverty’s national conference in Cardiff next month.  To be successful each student had to pitch a 

presentation on why they should be included.  Three of our students, Tia Clarke, Corey McPartland and Elle 

McGlone, attended a skype conference call with 5 other food poverty groups all over the UK.  Their objective 

was to discuss, plan and agree an appropriate workshop content which they will deliver at the conference.  

The girls were impressed with their first professional skype call and feedback on the girls’ involvement was 

impressive.  Well done girls! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  



 

 

 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 

Year 9, 10, 12 assessment weeks – 21st May – 8th June 

Alton Towers summer trip 4th July (details to be released after half term) 

Progress Evening 28th June 5:30pm – 8pm 

 

UPDATING SCHOOL RECORDS 
 

Please keep school informed of any chronic or short-term medical condition which may affect your child, 

especially asthma.  If your child does suffer from asthma, it is recommended that your child always keeps a 

spare inhaler (named) in school at all times. 

 

It is also extremely important that you let the office know if you have changed any contact numbers or moved 

house.  It is vital that telephone numbers for all contacts are kept updated so that we can contact you should 

we need to, especially in an emergency.  

 

IMPORTANT REMINDERS 

 

Email addresses - We email out the newsletter to parents every month. Please ensure we have your 

correct email address to make sure you receive it and other information.  

 

Punctuality - Please ensure your child is in school by 8:55am. Students can enter the Studio from 7:45am 

where we provide a free tea & toast breakfast. 

 

Term time holidays – Please avoid taking holidays during term time, we are unable to authorise such 

holidays.  

 

Reporting absence – Absences must be reported to school by 9:15am 01254 819567.  
 

Studio app - You can keep up to date with information about the Studio 

through our app.  To download the app, search for Darwen Aldridge Enterprise 

Studio in your device’s app store or scan the QR code below. 

 
Phone: 01254 819567  Email: info@daestudio.biz   

Web address: www.daestudio.biz  

Interim Principal: Mr C Grand     Vice Principal: K Brooks 

 

 
Please don’t forget to check out our Facebook pages ‘Darwen Aldridge Enterprise Studio’ and 

DAE Studio Creative Digital Media for more regular and detailed updates on the amazing activities 

and work being produced at the Studio.   

mailto:info@daestudio.biz
http://www.daestudio.biz/

