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Seasonal greetings to all SGG partners, supporters 
and friends wherever you may be.  

In a few weeks time we shall be celebrating the tenth 
anniversary of Sustainable Global Gardens. 

When I look back over the 10 years since 
the first meeting of SGG Trustees on 20th 

December 2005, I find it hard to believe what we 
have achieved.  Ten years ago our main partners in 
Busia County, Kenya hardly saw any value in tree-
planting and such work was not considered in our 
first project plans there.  By contrast in the last 20 
months farmers have planted & registered 31,050 
trees within the Treedom project alone.  Ten years 
ago  our partners were asking for all the money 
needed to implement small projects: currently 
in many of our income generation schemes the 
community of beneficiaries provide up to 80% of 
the investment capital.  Ten years ago fundraising 
was a major concern for SGG: now we focus much 
more on helping our partners find small business 
opportunities and raise incomes for themselves. 
SGG has made great progress in ten years, and I 
would to thank all our supporters & partners for 
their considerable efforts over this time.

As in 2014 SGG activities in 2015 have been 
dominated by two agroforestry schemes, the 
OPTIONs and Treedom projects.  However, I 
would like to celebrate four ‘microprojects’ here.  I 
am calling them ‘microprojects’ because the donors 
providing the funding come from one family or 
institution.  Also the funds involved are much less 
than £1,000.  The costs of implementation for 
SGG are minimal - usually only a couple of days of 
enjoyable time - because we need to travel to near 
that location for other paid work.
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In 2014 two Maendeleo Mashinani coordinators 
started a demonstration plot.  The plan was to focus on 
agroforestry, biointensive horticulture with double-dug 
raised beds, and the cultivation of vegetables for the local 
market. One year later they have a successful crop of 
brassicas [see front page] and more than 60 trees planted 
on what was largely bare ground [See right]  In this 
photograph of part of the demonstration plot can be seen 
Moringa oleifera, an excellent tree for improved nutrition.  
Also there are bananas for fruit, Grevillea robusta as 
a multipurpose tree, and the indigenous Markhamia 
lutea. This has all been funded by a donation from one 
household. 

Maendeleo Mashinani demonstration plot

A small grant from The Sustainability Trust enabled the 
Rotary Clubs of Machame, Tengeru and Rombo Mkuu 
to plant trees in North East Tanzania.  During SGG’s 
monitoring visit in October  [see right] we counted a total 
of 1449 trees planted by Machame Rotary, 1286 planted 
by RC. Tengeru, and 962 planted in 5 schools near 
Rombo Mkuu.   People often suggest that work in Africa 
may be difficult and dangerous.  All I can say is that I 
have spent many happy days this year wandering through 
farms, counting trees and chatting to our hosts. 

Rotary Clubs in Tanzania

Birunda Young Mothers

Beneath this tree is the meeting place 
of Birunda Young Mothers. This is a 
group of 20 teenage mothers with babies 
but no husband.  A donation from a 
single household has enabled these 
young mums to establish a variety of 
small businesses eg. poultry rearing, tree 
nursery as well as a self-financed system 
of microloans.  Next year they hope to 
begin a tailoring unit, and also increase 
vegetable production. 



Kibera is a major slum in Nairobi [see main photo]. It is a notorious area, 
associated with crime, poverty, social unrest as well as very poor housing.  

SGG first visited  there a few years ago to see a small workshop making ‘fair 
trade’ jewellery for a member of SGG.  That visit included discussions about 
possibilities of food produced through multistorey  gardening methods.  We 
estimated that it is possible with training to grow at least 20 sukumawiki 
plants in 1 square metre.  Lucas Omolo of Fenesi Self-Help Group took up 
this idea, and a single family donation of less than £100 allowed some simple 
training & the necessary resources to get started.
 Fenesi SHG began with 6 demonstration sacks in August 2014.  Later the 
National Youth Service gave a further 25 sacks to the group.
 On July 28th 2015 Lucas [see above] gave me a guided tour to show 
examples of this intensive horticultural production.  I counted 98 sacks at 4 
different sites. Urban farming is possible!

Urban farming in 

Kibera, Nairobi
The OPTIONs project, which is to 
promote natural biopesticides as an 
alternative to synthetic pesticides is 
likely to be our biggest project next 
year.  Much of SGG’s work here is to 
provide training to local farmers and 
NGOs.
 SGG began this work with a pilot 
scheme with members of Abakhaywa 
Mulukongo Women’s Group near 
Butula, Busia County.  Here [see below] 
Margaret Olunga displays some of 
the Tephrosia vogelii she has planted.   
Other natural pesticidal plants which 
have proved to be popular in Kenya 
include: Azadirachta indica, Melia 
volkensii.

The OPTIONs 

Project
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We hope you can see from this newsletter that Sustainable Global Gardens has been fully active during 2015, and also 
that your support has made significant improvement to thousands of people living on a per capita income of less than 
$2/day.  We plan to continue with this development work in 2016, and we would be so pleased if you can continue your 
support in the coming year.  Seasonal greetings, and a Happy New Year to all of you! Paul Keeley 

Thank you for your support

An OPTIONs training session in 
November, led by Carole Keeley, at 
Siguli Orphans Centre. [See previous 
page bottom right].  Some of our 
friends in Kenya are involved in 2 
or 3 projects, and Siguli are one 
example of this, as they are involved 
in the OPTIONs project, the Treedom 
programme, table-banking,  and 
also OVC feeding if funds become 
available.  Siguli provide their 
facilities free for SGG training, so we 
provided their orphans with a meal. 
[See right].  We can afford, and often 
use, much better facilities - but we 
are mindful that SGG has a policy to 
give preference to the poor when we 
can do so.  Our fundamental aim is 
poverty and hunger alleviation.
 Following the training session, 
Siguli manager Joshua Odenyo 
showed Carole around the Orphans 
Centre where so much renovation 
and improvement is needed.  What 
particularly struck Carole was the 
unacceptable state of the children’s 
toilets. [See bottom right]. As a result 
of heavy rains & a high water-table, 
combined with heavy usage over many 
years the pit latrine is at the point of 
overflowing.  If you are wondering 

exactly what can be seen in this photo, 
the shiny blue spots are a swarm of 
flies.  The greeny-brown stuff is -mm 
- brown stuff!!  If you look carefully 
at this part of the photo, you can see 
lots of larvae, maggots wiggling in the 
mixture.  
 We do not think this is acceptable, 
so we a launching a Christmas 
appeal.  If any of our readers are 
concerned about the health of these 
children, please consider making 
a donation towards renovation of 
Siguli orphans facilities. Click here to 

donate via Charity Checkout: www.
charitycheckout.co.uk/1116243/
donate. We are now preparing a 
full report on the pressing needs of 
Siguli Orphans Centre where we shall 
continue working for the foreseeable 
future.

One of the best examples of agroforestry we have met this year is Hezra 
Omwona of Rusinga Island Organic Farmers Association [RIOFA].  [See top 
right].  Within his shamba SGG counted 333 Moringa oleifera,  29 mango, 
and 23 Markhamia lutea in October.  The photo shows Hezra on the left, 
Carole Keeley receiving a gift of pawpaw, and Narkiso Ouma, the Chair of 
RIOFA.  There are also bananas & pawpaw trees visible in the shamba.  [See 
bottom right]. Registration and counting young trees can often be hard work.  
Here Maendeleo Mashinani coordinator Macbeth Odero is counting more 
than 300 Grevillea robusta, Maesopsis eminii/’mzizi’ and Markhamia lutea 
planted by Gilbert Oduori in his shamba. These are both part of the Treedom 
project in which SGG are contracted to plant 25,000 trees.  Although we have 
not completed yet the allocation for fruit trees, SGG farmers have already 
planted 31,050 trees in total since the Treedom project began in March 2014. 

The TREEDOM Project

Siguli Orphans Centre - Christmas Appeal


