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I am delighted to introduce the tenth Rackman Center Annual Report 

2011. 

It is hard to believe that yet another incredible year has come to a close 

at the Rackman Center. 

This year we have not only expanded our advocacy work within the 

Knesset  to the extent that we were actively involved in nearly 40 bills 

but we also reached  further out to the international sphere where for 

the first time the UN CEDAW Committee was provided with compre-

hensive information about the status of women in family law in Israel, 

resulting in much interest and  a strong Concluding Observation. 

Everything we  work towards aims to make social change for women in 

family law in Israel. In this regard we have  made tremendous progress; 

for example, from one simple idea to translate restraining orders into 

other languages  in order to save lives it has already produced a domino 

effect in various other important documentation and legal forms being 

translated in order to make them accessible to everyone.  

Please take some time to read about our wonderful accomplishments. 

We look forward to the next academic year as we continue to work to-

wards women’s rights both in following up current activities and in  fac-

ing new challenges that arise. 

It really is such a privilege to be part of The Rackman Center and I want 

to take this opportunity to thank once again our hard-working profes-

sional team, the Law Faculty at Bar Ilan University and of course thank 

our generous donors whose unwavering support enables us to do so 

much. Together, we have come so far—but there is a still a long way to 

go. We hope that we will be able to continue along this road together  - 

in order to create a better world for all 

our children—and make long term social 

change for women in family law and soci-

ety at large. 

 

Introduction from the Director 

Professor Ruth Halperin-Kaddari 
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Retroactive Get Cancellation - Freedom for Iris! 

The 28th June 2011 marked the landmark day that our client Iris, finally 
received her Get - for the second time from the same man - and was fi-
nally freed and able to continue to live her life fully. 

7 years ago, when Iris divorced her husband and received her Get for the 
first time, the conditions were extortionate but she had no choice but to 
sign. Her ex-husband soon remarried and had a daughter. 

5 Years ago, when she felt strong enough to challenge the unfair 

conditions of the original divorce agreement, 
her ex-husband cancelled the Get and the Rab-
binical Courts held him to this. Unbelievably 
the Get was now cancelled retroactively, and 
Iris was effectively married again to this same 
man and an Agunah! This retroactive Get can-
cellation scenario should not be allowed to 
happen –  we are constantly fighting to prevent 
this and have put forward a bill that sets this 
out to be a form of bigamy. 

For the past 5 years, our client was without a 

Get, not able to remarry, or have legal chil-

dren, or have another relationship. For 5 years 
she has fought for her freedom while her ex-
husband carried on his happy life – effectively married to 2 women!   

After a while, Iris came to us in despair, having heard about our success 
rate and high reputation in Family Law. We took her in and our lawyers 
worked their hardest to both empower Iris and to fight for her future.  

After waiting another 6 months for a hearing, all of our lawyers com-
bined forces to fight for our client at the  Grand Rabbinical Court. We 
were intent on ending the day with the Get.  

In support of our client, 11 women dressed in black filled the corridors 

of the court – making a strong, quiet protest against Retroactive 
Get Cancellation and in support of this unbelievable case, and 

this incredible woman. 

After 5 hours of negotiations and disagreements, our client finally re-
ceived a Get as well as substantial damages payments for her suffering 
over the last 5 years. 



5 

 

Our client Iris , leaves the court with her Get after 5 years of 

Retroactive Get cancellation distress 
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Legal Aid Clinic for Women 

in Family Law 

 

32 Women received full representation 

290 phoned our legal aid hotline 

We trained 21 high caliber students 

We held one Moot Court 

We contributed 5 updates on the topic of Family Law to the Web project 
‘All Rights’  www.kolzchut.org.il  

We conducted 3 Student tour days; visiting a Family Law 
Court, Rabbinical Court and Women‘s shelter and the 
Knesset 

We submitted and were involved in 3 High Court Ap-
peals 

 

Legislation and Public Policy 

We worked on 10 bills of our own and 3 regulations for amendments 

We supported 8 other bills   

We followed up on 17 other bills 

We fought against 3 bills 

We sat on 18 different Knesset Committees  and  submitted 4 queries 

to the Minister of Justice. We submitted 12 Position Papers   

At a  

http://www.kolzchut.org.il/he/%D7%A2%D7%9E%D7%95%D7%93_%D7%A8%D7%90%D7%A9%D7%99
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glance…. 

 

Publications 

 

We published 3 volumes of HaDin VeHadayan (The Law and its Deci-
sor) including a special 25th  silver issue 

The first-ever Guide to the Convention on the Elimination 
of all Forms of Discrimination Against Women  

One shadow report about the Convention on the Elimination of 
all Forms of Discrimination Against Women  

One Law Enforcement Report on the sanctions law (for men withhold-
ing the Get) 

 

 

 

 

Conferences and Courses 

We held 4 conferences with over 500 people 

We collaborated with other organizations for 3 conferences involving 

over 600 people 

We were partners in the education project of The Tel Aviv Rape and Sex-
ual Assault Crisis Center  which involved training 11 students who ran 
programs in schools 

We established a new seminar for Non Governmental Organizations 
about writing shadow reports to UN Committees 

Publicity 

The Rackman Center was mentioned 67 times in the newspapers and 
internet 

We participated in 6 Radio Interviews and 5 TV appearances  
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The Center is at the forefront of 

social change for women in 

family law in Israel.  

 We identify flaws in the legal sys-

tem and inequalities in society 

and set out to change them. 

 We accomplish 

this through High 

Court appeals, 

submitting bills to 

pass new laws and  

recommendations 

for amendments 

to existing laws at 

the Knesset and 

fighting against the daily strug-

gles women face in family courts. 

 We run courses in the area of 

women's empowerment .  

 We are also responsible for the 

unprecedented initiative of pub-

lishing and disseminating Rab-

binical Court decisions that 

would otherwise remain unpub-

lished and inaccessible to the 

public, and for publishing the bi-

annual statistical 

report, "Women 

and Family in Is-

rael"  

With the benefit 

of our academic 

connections we 

also organize an-

nual Conferences 

on such relevant topics as child 

maintenance and custody, domes-

tic violence and legal aid to women 

in the sphere of family law.  

 

Our Mission: 

The Rackman Center was established in 2001 at Bar-Ilan University's 

Faculty of Law, with the goal of improving women's status and bringing 

an end to gender discrimination in Israeli society. The Rackman Center 

utilizes its unique position as an academic center in a law faculty to 

translate academic research, knowledge and training into action 

through social change in legislation, appeals to the High Court, Bill 

Proposals to the Knesset, conferences, training courses, and various 

publications, all of which contribute to the advancement of the status of 

women in Israel.  

Legal Aid, Advocacy & 

Outreach 

Professional Education 

& Training 

Policy & Outreach 

Established through your generosity, The Rackman Center is fulfilling 

its goals, as attested by all other activities listed herewith, according to 

the three aspects (above ,center) on which it was founded. 
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The Program for Legal Aid, Advocacy and Outreach 

in Family Law and Women's Rights 

 

290 women re-

ceived legal advice via 

our hotline this year.  

The average time 

spent with each client 

was one hour, with 

callers often giving us 

legal documents to 

review beforehand.  

After calling the hot-

line some callers 

come for a meeting 

and then we decided 

which cases to repre-

sent. 

This year most of the 

cases we represented 

came from the public. 

Others were referred 

to us by other organi-

zations (see chart) 

During the 2010-11 

academic year, full 

representation was 

given to 32 Women. 

Every case entails be-

tween 3 and 5 legal 

procedures (property, 

custody, alimony etc.) 

The Rose & Louis Klosk Fund Hotline for legal aid 

for women in family Law  

Project ‘All-Rights’  

This new project by ‗All Rights‘ included  a collaboration of 

many organizations across the country to contribute to a 

thoroughly informative website like Wikipedia that explains 

all Human Rights in Israel. The site creators approached the 

Legal Aid Clinic to work on the section for Women‘s Rights 

in Family Law which is an exciting and important project 

that is being written by students at the clinic under our law-

yers‘ supervision.   www.kolzchut.org.il           
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 Examples of phone calls to our hotline 

Our free legal aid hot-

line is available to all 

women—many of which 

we are able to assist 

straight away by helping 

them move forward on 

their own, and some 

cases which we are able 

to represent ourselves 
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Clients success stories 

Freedom from 

Abuse 

K was put in touch 

with us by the 

women‘s shelter 

where she was hiding 

from her violent ex-

husband. K moved to 

Israel where she con-

verted to Judaism 

and married a Jewish 

man. He beat her and 

she divorced him. He 

continued to abuse 

her so she ran to the 

safety of a women‘s 

shelter with her chil-

dren where she real-

ized her only escape 

was to immigrate 

back to her suppor-

tive family in the US. 

However, immigra-

tion rules meant she 

was not allowed to 

return with her chil-

dren. We took on this long and com-

plicated case, collating all the neces-

sary forms, documents, affidavits 

(including translating them into 

English) to take to court. We set out 

K‘s plans on her return – maintain-

ing the children‘s Jewish education, 

for work and housing down to the 

kosher food they would eat. Eventu-

ally we managed to sway the ruling of the psychologists decision to allow her return 

to the US with her children and returned to the court to settle  fair visitation for the 

husband and secure her immigration documents. She is now settled in America with 

family  support and  a life away from fear of abuse. 

– –

–
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 Social Change 
Legislation and Public Policy 

 New Bill to allow women to leave 

a violent household (or their 

marriage) without the fear of los-

ing public housing – This bill was 

submitted to Knesset together with 

Yad L‘Isha. At the moment, by leaving 

their violent household in order to 

protect themselves, women risk losing their homes as the law gives the home to 

whoever stays there with the children. Women who had escaped to battered 

women‘s shelters find themselves returning to their homes despite the risk to 

their lives in fear of losing their homes. The same applies to women waiting for 

a divorce—Agunot— who are at risk of losing everything  due to this  even 

though they should still have a right to social housing. The bill  to change this is 

now in the advanced stages of legislation and will help all women including 

Agunot .  

 The Government approved a bill to establish Social Support Units in Rab-

binical Courts, like already exist in the Family Courts. However, the bill 

came with conditions that the social workers must abide by Religious Law and 

not according to Civil Law, for example, in the interests of the child. This was 

terrible news and would totally undermine the help of the Social Support 

Units. We submitted a position paper to suggest corrections to the bill. Our po-

sition paper was accepted in Knesset and the bill was changed to allow these 

Units in the rabbinical courts without them being abided by religious law. 

This year has seen significant pro-

gress in the area of Social 

Change. We have made such an im-

pact in the Knesset, changing and ad-

vancing laws to protect women‘s rights—

This year we have worked on 10 of our 

own bills that are all at different 

stages of legislation. In addition we have 

worked on 3 recommendations to 

amend regulations. We have also 

cooperated and supported other organi-

zations in 8 other bills by attending 

committee meetings, writing letters and 

representing the Center in their support. 

We are also following up 17  other 

bills to track their progress in Knesset  

and fighting against 3 bills. 

Over the past year, our lawyers have ap-

peared before 18 different Knesset 
Committee meetings, and have 

submitted 4 queries to the Minis-
ter of Justice.  

Adv Atara Kenigsberg, Adv Adi Raz & Adv 

Michal Loev-Schwartz at Knesset (right to left) 
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SAVING WOMEN’S LIVES  

THROUGH SOCIAL CHANGE 

One of our most successful achievements in social change this year was to 
translate the restraining order form into Amharic, Russian and Arabic to save 
women’s lives. Research done by our students found that women who do not un-
derstand Hebrew (such as Ethiopians and other immigrants) were not offered re-
straining forms to prevent their violent husbands coming near them because they 
were unable to read or complete the required forms. We also found out that 22% of 
women murdered by their husbands are Ethiopian – a main cause due to the lack of 
protection available to them. We took this shocking figure to Mk Danny Danon, 
Chairman of Knesset Committee for Aliyah and Absorption as well as MK Shlomo 
Molla who both agreed with our recommendation immediately. Together with the 

Committee for the Advancement of the Status of Women, a 
special meeting on this issue was held in the Knesset. The 
Court administration negotiated with us that they will 
translate these forms and make them available to everyone 
without us even bringing forward the regulations and bill 
that we had prepared. 

We are following this closely and have confirmed already 

that it will now be available at all police stations, family 

courts etc. This is a huge step forward in ad-

vancing women’s rights that will  have a very 

positive effect on women in violent  (and  all) relationships 

This simple step has resulted in a huge domino ef-

fect as many other similar documents  

are now in the process of being trans-

lated  to many languages so they are ac-

cessible to all women!     

Adv Atara Kenigs-

berg (right) and Adv Michal Loev-Schwartz with 

MK Danny Danon (bottom center)  chairman of 

the Aliyah and Absorption Committee and  MK 

Shlomo (Negusse) Molla (above center)  
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Our Advocacy and Agunah Work with ICAR 

The Rackman Center is very proud to be an active and prominent member of the 

ICAR Coalition which fights for Agunah rights (women who are being refused their 

Get). By working together, our combined strength makes for strong results. To-

gether  with fellow ICAR members, here are some examples of what we are fighting 

for: 

Cancel the Race for Jurisdiction 

ICAR drafted a bill to cancel the race for jurisdiction and put it to the Knesset over a 
year ago (!). Following the proposal, the Minister of Justice set up an expert commit-
tee to formulate recommendations to resolve the problem in which Prof Haleperin-
Kaddari is a member. Rabbinical Judges boycotted the committee and refused to ap-
pear before it. ICAR called on the Minister of Justice to cancel the race for jurisdic-
tion immediately – We hope this bill will be discussed very soon in Knesset. 
 
Appointment of judges  
Judges true to state laws and values? Judges who sit in with them and know all the 
strata of society? Judges who respect the litigants – including the women? Is this too 
much to ask? Today's reality may be a positive answer. For about two years the Com-
mission to appoint judges could not agree on the appointments of the Rabbinical 
High Court of six judges. MK Moshe Gafni even declared that  he wouldn‘t vote for 
the appointment of judges if rabbinical judges were not selected.  
 
ICAR is fighting to  insist on the appointment of rab-

binical judges that meet the criteria in the law and 

calls on all members of the committee to appoint fair 

judges. It is so critical to improve the selection of 

judges and court system to increase public confidence in 

the system.  

Appointment of judges - Bar Association selects 
its representatives to the committee - will there be adequate representa-
tion for women? 
The committee has 10 members and must consist of four men—the two chief rabbis 

and two rabbinical judges. The other members are two MKs and two Ministers who 

are usually men, leaving two spaces for representatives of the Bar Association. Even 

though half of the litigants before the rabbinical court under the law are women, 

even these last spaces are men and not with at least one woman as has been done in 

the past 10 years. 

Where is the equality? Where is the fair representation? ICAR called for the office of 

Attorney to choose two representatives of professional women  to help balance the 

inherent inequality but this didn‘t happen. We have therefore submitted a bill to en-

force this as a fundamental issue of gender equality. 

http://trailer.web-view.net/Links/0XEE5294853C76AC2521437471E036AC8CC6DC542A36D54561084F2ED02D0FEF2E80C80847026B50586B90F7CB3FDBBFE7B41C5B97B3BDD2E513A2469783C85C00D069EC8D9EFA0A4C.htm
http://trailer.web-view.net/Links/0XD84471D004C75EC85C9DC412453C941C43A73649FFF52E9257F9253C18A46592C0A8B357839116E96B90F7CB3FDBBFE7B41C5B97B3BDD2E513A2469783C85C00D069EC8D9EFA0A4C.htm
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Race For Jurisdiction  

We have dealt with this constantly once again 

this year. Last year we had to renew our fight against a proposed bill to expand the 

jurisdiction of the rabbinical courts. This time it was a private bill of MK Moshe 

Gafni from Yahadut Ha'tora. Happily, it was rejected once again, and Rabbi Eliyahu 

Ben Dahan, the then Director of the Rabbinical Courts, has said publicly that they 

are withdrawing from their original intention to expand the jurisdiction of the rab-

binical courts also on the subject of divorce, due to the opposition of women's or-

ganizations. Our aim is to end this race for jurisdiction altogether and we will con-

tinue to fight for this. (see opposite page-ICAR) 

Social Change 

The High Court  

We have two ongoing appeals in the High Court - dealing with the race for ju-

risdiction between the Family and Rabbinical Courts. 

We also have one appeal regarding the appointment of a female CEO to the Rabbini-

cal Courts and a case we are involved in with other organizations regarding the  

controversy about the annulment of conversions.   
Annulment of Conversions 

For a couple of years now, together with 
other human rights groups , we have been 
fighting to resolve the issues as a result of  
the invalidation of conversions conducted by 
Rabbi Haim Druckman. Since the beginning 
of this process the individual cases that were 
affected have each been resolved which the 
Rabbinical Courts are satisfied with to end 
the controversy.  

However, we will not give up here and have 
very recently pushed this appeal further in 
order to gain a global resolution for this 
issue to ensure the protection of converts in 
the future.  There need to be clear rules over 
who is considered a legal convert and the 
matter should then be closed and final. This 
issue effects the lives of the women and chil-
dren involved in such huge ways and we are 
supporting Mercaz Tzedek Lenashim in 
pushing for this  and are now waiting to hear 
what the next step will be in this process. 

Appeal to allow women to be ap-

pointed as CEO of the Rabbini-

cal Courts 

Towards the end of the last academic 

year and throughout the past year we 

led this petition to the Rabbinical 

High Court to change the law to allow 

women to apply for this position. (See 

article p37) 

Our own Executive Director, Adv 

Atara Kenigsberg was nominated for 

the position. Atara was actually inter-

viewed for the position. Ultimately, 

no ne of the nominees for the position 

have been selected and the Rabbinical 

Courts have appointed a man of their 

own choosing to fill this role 

‗temporarily‘. This matter has still not 

been resolved and we will continue to 

update you on this. 
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Social Change 

The Law Enforcement Project 1 

The Sanctions Law 

 

One of our constant challenges in Israel across the whole field in fact, is 

that while laws are established, they are either not enforced at all 
or are not properly enforced.  

Last year we began this project to specifically ensure that for laws that 
already exist and in the progress we have made in changing laws, that 
the process is seen through to the end 
and laws are being  properly enforced.  

In this first report we pushed for enforce-
ment of the law that allows the Rabbini-

cal Court to apply serious sanctions 
against men who refuse to give 
a Get.  

From our statistics, this law is used for 
only 1.5 % of cases in which it could have been enforced. We believe 
that sanctions are key in most cases – most normal men will be put off 
by these sanctions and will give the Get sooner, but this law is not being 
put to good use. We hope that by submitting the report to the Knesset, it 
will expose this and ensure better use of this law. 

 

“‟...While laws are 
established, they 
are either not en-

forced at all or are 
not properly en-

forced...” 
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Social Change 

The Law Enforcement Project 2 

Rabbinical Protocols 

 

Our next report  (see cover on opposite page)  that will be published 
early 2012, shows how the law we passed nearly three years ago is still 
not being enforced - that the rabbinical courts record all their 
proceedings in a proper way. 

The aim of this law is to ensure that everything is documented properly 
in the Rabbinical Courts just as in the Civil Courts. As it stood, Rabbini-
cal Courts only documented what they wanted to. Records - if they ex-
isted at all - were incomplete and selective and made all court appeals 
more difficult without the evidence of what went on it court. This new 
Protocols Law set out to change this. 

However our research is showing that the establishment of this law is 
not effective and the documentation is still not being carried out at all—
thus continuing to allow the Rabbinical Courts to avoid working in the 
proper way that is fair to all parties involved in Rabbinical Court work. 

This project shows just one more way  that our work is ongoing and im-
portant. We are not content in making social change ‗on paper‘, but 
want  to see action in practice and will work our hardest to ensure that 
this happens. 

“We are not content in making social change 
„on paper‟, but want  to see action  in practice 
and will work our hardest to ensure that this 

happens.” 
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Social Change 

The Legal Aid Student Training Program 

This year 20 students completed the training program in our aim to mold the 

lawyers of tomorrow into committed fighters in the battle for 

women's and children‘s rights. 

The program is part of an obligatory third-year course that students work in a legal 
clinic. Students apply for the program and are selected based on their academic ex-
cellence and commitment to women's rights.  

A great deal of thought and planning are invested in the students' studies and practi-
cal training, in which we emphasize both theoretical and practical solutions in all 
areas of family Law. 

Training includes bi-weekly group meetings 
and lessons in which the Program's cases are 
analyzed and Halachic and legal solutions 
raised and discussed as well as other dilem-
mas faced as lawyers.  

The meetings with the students in the past 
year were led by Professor Ruth Halperin-
Kaddari, Adv. Yossi Mendelssohn, and our Center‘s lawyers. We also brought in spe-
cialist lecturers including judges, social workers and lawyers who specialize in areas 
taught on our program. Training also included individual meetings with students 
where all factors involved in choosing appropriate legal procedures in each case  
were discussed. Students also participated in client meetings and in Courts hearings, 
and were active participants in drafting new bills for legislation and writing lawsuits.  

Students in the training program also participated in educational tours: a 

tour of the Knesset, a visit to the Ramat Gan Family Law Court, a tour of the Rab-
binical Court, and a tour of a Battered Women's Shelter (photos left). The Knesset 

tour was especially significant so the students could see firsthand the 
process of bill submission and legislation which is so vital for 

making long term social change.  

The training not only builds the student‘s skills and experience, but also em-
powers them as individuals – as a group lawyers with strong ideals and the con-

fidence and tools to make positive change, helping their community and 

supporting women and children. 

“we emphasize both 
theoretical and 
practical solutions 
to all areas family 
law” 
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 The Moot Court 

Student Training Program 

Each year The Moot Court is one of the highlights of the Student Training Program.  

Organized by our former clinic student, Adv Naama Safrai-Cohen (center, seated in 

group photo at bottom of opposite page), this year the Moot Court was packed out 

with students and professionals as we dealt with the question,  

‘Do prenuptial agreements  

stand up in the Rabbinical Court?’ 

The students worked together with guidance from our lawyers to portray both sides 

of the arguments (see opposite)  using material they learnt throughout the year. We 

also worked together with Rabbinical Pleader, Dr Rachel Levmore of The Council of 

Young Israel Rabbis (CYIR).  

The resounding verdict that indeed prenuptial agreements should hold in the court 

was decided by three esteemed judges who are experts in this field;  Rabbi Ben Men-

achem — Judge in the Rabbinical Court (the main judge for this hearing), Rabbi  

Bas — Judge in Tel Aviv Rabbinical Court for Conversion, and Rabbi Beeri —

Executive Director of Tzohar. Although this is of course not a real trial, the verdict is 

very important as it had the support of all three judges who brought evidence that 

backed up their decision and holds hope for the future as long as prenuptial agree-

ments are signed and become standard. 
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(from left) Our esteemed 

judges with our staff, 

Prof Ruth Halperin-

Kaddari, Dr Rachel 

Levmore, Adv Michal 

Loev-Schwartz, Adv 

Naama Safrai-Cohen, 

Adv Adi Raz, Adv Osnat 

Karplus & Adv Atara 

Kenigsberg 

The Defence        The Prosecution 

 

The Staff and Students involved in the Moot Court 
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A few words from our students 

Lior Aini  (Defence in the Moot Court –right):

 

 

―Watching and working with 

the heads  of the Legal Aid 

Clinic helped me to appreciate 

and understand how important 

a lawyer‘s role can be in chang-

ing the lives of the clients.‘‖  

Rachel 

―I thoroughly enjoyed the 

work! I felt as if I was really 

contributing to the client‘s case 

and that I played a valuable 

role in resolving the case.‖ 

Moran 

―The Clinic is run by  devoted, 

kind, attentive staff and in 

short I only have compliments 

to give on the student training 

program. Thank you all so 

much for this opportunity.‖ 

Shira 
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With Thanks to the Supporters of the Legal Aid Clinic 

 

 

 

The Clinic's activities were made possible this year thanks to the gener-

ous support of:      

The Joseph Alexander Foundation 

The David Berg Foundation 

The Jewish Women's Foundation of the Greater Palm Beaches 

The Greater Miami Jewish Federation 

The Hadassah Foundation 

The Rose & Louis Klosk Fund 
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Prof Ruth 

Halperin-Kaddari 

presents the CE-

DAW Manual  at 

the Knesset 

hosted by MK 

Einat Wilf  (right).  

Prof Halperin-

Kaddari and Adv 

Atara Kenigsberg 

with Vered Swid, 

Director-General of the Authority 

for the Advancement of Women in 

the Prime Minister‘s Office (far 

right –center). 

(Left) Adv Atara  Kenigsberg 

at the UN in Geneva—and 

(below) at the Shadow Report 

conference with representa-

tives from other countries. 

(Below) Third from right, Prof 

Halperin-Kaddari  with other  

members of the UN CEDAW  

Committee. 
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International Relations 

Once again Professor Halperin-Kaddari was reelected as member of the CEDAW 
committee in the UN.  She attended the UN three times this year and is working 
hard to add issues to the convention and on the economical rights of women. 

Last year, Professor Halperin-Kaddari invited MKs 
to tell them about the CEDAW Convention and 
learnt that the MKs knew little about this UN com-
mittee and about the CEDAW Convention in gen-
eral, despite the fact that Israel is legally obliged to 
act on the UN committee‘s recommendations. As a 
result, for the first time, thanks to the Jacob 
Blaustein Institute (JBI)we have published and pre-
sented this CEDAW Guide (see photo) at Knesset, 
hosted by MK Einat Wilf (see photo opposite top 
left), to make it accessible to everyone as well as 
demonstrate Israel‘s commitment to social change 
for women to the UN committee. 

We have also submitted a position paper and attended meetings regarding reduc-
ing the ‗Narrow Reservations‘  Israel had set  re-
garding the Concluding Observations from the UN. 

In January, Adv Atara Kenigsberg (right) attended 
the UN in Geneva where she presented a shadow 
report. She answered questions in a special CE-
DAW meeting where  2 of our recommendations 
were selected for further follow up.  

In May, Atara gave a lecture at the Swedish Em-
bassy, briefing their colleagues who specialize in 
Human Rights. 

Our Director and Executive Director were special guests at the 4th July celebra-
tions at the American Embassy. As well as independence celebrations at the Swed-
ish Embassy. We were honored to host the Australian Ambassador, Ms Andrea 
Faulkner (Left)  earlier this year as well as the Swedish ambassador. Ms Elinor 
Hammarsdjöld (right). 
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The 27th issue of HaDin VeHaDayan:   
Deals with damages, grounds for divorce and restraining orders.  

Ha Din VeHadayan 

The Law and its Decisor 

Issue number 25 of  HaDin Ve-
Hadayan 

Deals with ‗Kesef‘ – the Hebrew word 
for silver (to represent the silver of 25 
years of marriage) and money and 
property matters.  

The 26th issue of Hadin 
Ve'Hadayan 

This issue is about retroactive invali-
dation of conversions, civil marriage 
and the permission to marry a second 
wife.  

 

Together with The Yad L'Isha Legal Aid Center, we publish the  

"HaDin VeHadayan" - the Law and it's Decisor, made possible 

through the generous support of Mr and Mrs Romie Tager, QC, 

London, England. 

The first issue was published in February 2003, and contains summa-
ries of cases and rabbinical court decisions in family mat-
ters. 
This is the only publication that offers crucial accessibility to verdicts 
of the rabbinical courts. The importance of this project is twofold. 
From a professional, legal perspective, these cases are now being made 
available to all lawyers and judges involved in family law. In addition, 
the publication of rabbinical court decisions and deliberations will con-
tribute to an increased public awareness of both the problems and po-
tential solutions, while serving as an internal review mechanism. 

Senior Staff members promoting HaDin 
VeHadayan at our Annual Conference 
(from left) Adv Atara Kenigsberg, Adv 
Adi Raz, Prof Ruth Halperin-Kaddari 
and Adv Osnat Karplus. 
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The ‗Signing in Love‘ 

Campaign with ICAR 

to encourage signing 

Prenuptial Agreements 

The Eighth Annual Conference of Women, 

Family and Law in Israel 

Speakers; clockwise from top—Prof Ruth Halperin-

Kaddari,  Ayelet Blecher Prigat- Family Law lecturer 

from Shaarei Mishpat College,  Judge Moshe Drori,  

Adv Yossi Mendelson-one of the leading family lawyers 

in Israel,  Dr Benny Shmuely-Law Lecturer and Director 

of the Center for Commercial Law at Bar-Ilan University law 

school ,  Rabbi Avraham Yitzchak Halev Kluv-former 

Dayan  of Jerusalem Rabbinical Court, and Prof Arie 

Reich (Center) the Dean of Bar Ilan Law Faculty. 
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Conferences and Courses 

 

 

To mark the International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women in 
November, with The Fanya Gottesfeld Heller Center for the Study of Women in Judaism we 
held the performance of ‗The Yellow Notebook of Sivan‘ written from the perspective of a 
child in a shelter for abused women. (see p46). 

The Eighth Annual Conference on Women, Family and Law in Israel took place 
in December. This year‘s topic dealt with The Legal Implications of the Changing Borders of 
the Israeli Family. (see photos opposite) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The conference, was attended by over 300 judges, lawyers, rabbinical pleaders and more. 

In honor of International Woman's Day, we held a Day at the Movies. Movies depict-
ing women who fight for what they want, such as ‗The Duchess‘ and ‗Bend it like 
Beckham‘,were shown to students on campus followed by discussions about  the relation-
ships between women, religion and state. 

In honor of The International Agunah Day we actively participated in all of  ICAR's ac-
tivities:  "Signing in Love" Campaign encouraging the signing of pre-nuptial agree-
ments to avoid get recalcitrance, for which a new movie has been produced featuring 3 cou-
ples who have signed such an agreement.  The movie can be viewed on YouTube, in the link 
that appears on ICAR's website: www.icar.org.il. 

Annual Study Day regarding solutions to the problem of  Mesuravot Get and 
Agunot. The source booklet was translated into English (and can be downloaded from 
ICAR's website), and a seminar was held for educators and lecturers who then lectured on 
the topic in various locations throughout the country. 

In April we supported the third annual Gender Put to Practice Conference which 

was held by the gender studies department in Bar Ilan University and other organizations.  

In June we also supported the ‘Gender and Jewish Identity: An International Con-

ference’  held by the Fanya Gottesfeld Heller Center for the Study of Women in Judaism 

and Hadassah-Brandeis Institute. 

 

http://www.icar.org.il/
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The Center prides itself on maintaining connections with previous 

staff members  and student administrators  and held a successful  

reunion this year 

Professor Halperin-
Kaddari with Sheikh 
Tarif, the head of the 
Druze community in Is-
rael, and Guy Rotkoff, 
General Administrator of 
the Ministry of Justice, 
when Sheikh Tarif hosted 
the Selection Committee 
for the Administrator of 
the Druze Courts in Israel.  
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Conclusion & The Future 

The Ruth and Emanuel Rackman Center for the Advancement of the Status of 

Women in Israel continues to play a crucial role in activities, research and measures 

to promote the status of women in Israel. 

Thanks to your ongoing kind generosity, the Center works towards the goals for 

which it was established, fulfilling the vision of Rabbi Rackman z‘l in promoting 

women‘s equality and rights. 

In doing so, The Rackman Center is also achieving the goals for which you so gener-

ously founded and supported us. 

We continue to face hurdles in our work but we are progressing so well and our 

reputation and professionalism is bringing with it more influence and successes, 

both at home and internationally.  

We are making social change for Women and children 

in Family Law and we are  striving towards  

equality for Women in Israel  

 

We look forward to updating you throughout 2012,  

for what is sure to be another highly productive year. 
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Staff Leadership  

 

Professor Ruth 

Halperin- Kaddari 

Director of the Rackman 

Center, Ruth is a senior lec-

turer at Bar-Ilan Univer-

sity's Law School in Femi-

nist Jurisprudence and Bio-

ethics, and a member of the 

UN Convention on the 

Elimination of Discrimina-

tion Against Women (CEDAW). A graduate of 

Yale Law School under a Fulbright Scholarship, 

Professor Kaddari is co-founder of Kolech - the 

Religious Women's Forum and the Israeli Asso-

ciation for Gender and Feminist Studies, and 

serves on the board and on the legal advisory 

committees of a wide range of women's organiza-

tions in Israel. She was awarded the U.S. State 

Department's International Woman of Courage 

Award and elected to Vice-President of UN CE-

DAW Committee and reelected to the committee 

again this year. She was selected as Woman of the 

year 2011 by the esteemed legal publication, 

‗HaPraklitim‘. 

 

Adv. Atara Kenigsberg 

Executive Director of the 

Rackman Center,  Atara is 

a Ford Fellow, having re-

ceived a Ford Fellowship 

with the 92nd St. Y. She 

received both her LLB and 

LLM in Law from Bar-Ilan 

University,  and worked in 

various prestigious law firms in Israel. She also 

supervised the preparation of the official report of 

the State of Israel to the United Nations Conven-

tion on the Elimination of Discrimination Against 

Women (CEDAW). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adv. Adi Raz 

Head of the Legal Aid 

Clinic, Adi  earned her 

L.L.B. in The College of 

Management, and did her 

legal internship in one of 

Israel's most prominent family law offices. For 

four intensive years she worked in a family law 

office, and became highly specialized and profes-

sional, both through her daily work and the many 

cases she represented, and through the many pro-

fessional training programs in which she partici-

pated. She recently gained an LLM in Law and 

Mediation at Bar Ilan University. 

Adv. Osnat Karplus 

Head of the Legal Aid 

Clinic and responsible for 

the legal aid clinic hotline, 

Osnat earned her LLB from 

Netanya Academic College. 

Osnat began her career in 

criminal law and then 

spent 5 years working in personal status and fam-

ily law before joining us.  

 

Adv. Michal Loev-

Schwartz 

Head of Legislation and 
Public Policy, Michal 
earned her BA (LLB) in 
Law and Theater at the 
Hebrew University of Jeru-
salem. She has worked at 

Yigal Arnon & Co in civil-commercial Law and in 
the attorney office of Gidon Koren & Co in litiga-
tion, labor laws, tenders, property and construc-
tion. As part of her work at the Center she is re-
sponsible for legislative work—participating in 
various Knesset Committees, promoting new laws 
and amendments to Family Law and advancing 
our work in social change for women. 
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With thanks to our Founders,  

Supporters and Friends 

 

Founders:   

S. Daniel & Ewa Abraham    

Don & Jane Stern Lebell 

Joseph Alexander Foundation              

Evelyn Gruss Lipper 

Stephen Schwartz                         

Bernard & Estelle Marcus 

Brookdale Foundation Group           

Dennis Mehiel             

Aharon & Rachel Dahan                     

Mordecai & Monique Katz   

Jack & Gitta Nagel    

John & Marianne Slade  

Charles Dimston                             

Gershon & Carol Kekst             

Joyce Saffir     

Abraham Spiegel 

Jesselson Family                         

Rose & Louis Klosk Fund                           

Irving & Helen Schneider   

Sigmund & Rose Strochlitz 

Jerome & Ellen Stern    

Sisel Klurman  

                             

 

 

 

 

We are grateful to the following indi-

viduals and organizations for their 

support this year of the Ruth and 

Emanuel Rackman Center for the Ad-

vancement of the Status of Women: 

 

The Joseph Alexander Foundation 

The David Berg Foundation 

The Jewish Women's Foundation of the 

Greater Palm Beaches 

The Greater Miami Jewish Federation  

The Hadassah Foundation 

Romie & Esther Tager QC 

The Rose &Louis Klosk Fund 

The Blackman Foundation  

The Jacob Blaustein Institute for the Ad-

vancement of Human Rights (JBI) 

Anonymous Donors 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Ruth and Emanuel Rackman Center for the Advancement of the Status of 

Women is deeply grateful to its friends, supporters, and founders, who have 

played an instrumental role in making this prestigious enterprise what it is to-

day. Through your encouragement and assistance we have been able to ad-

vance a wide range of vital activities and projects, to reach out to women in 

need and to make social change to improve the status of women in Israel. 
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A selection of Media Articles 

Followed by some of our promotional  

material from the past year 

 

Israel and the UN—Jerusalem Post 01/2011 

Bill to let women run rabbinical courts—Jerusalem Post 10/2010 

‘A Woman’s Right’ questionnaire-Jerusalem Post 02/2011 

Bill for divorce facilitators to abide by religious law-Haaretz 02/2011 

Rabbis claim new powers-Haaretz 01/2011 

‘Head to Head’ -Haaretz 03/2011 

‘A Form of Torture’ - Jerusalem Post 03/2011 

Two bills to help women—Jerusalem Post 07/2011 

UN Report— Jerusalem Post 07/2011 

Women Under Siege—Jerusalem Post 07/2011 
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