
I
t’s been over a year now 
since Ken Dalton walked 
into our office and politely 
but sternly said, “I think it’s 
time for Michigan to offer 
a pheasant hunting program 

that recruits young hunters into the 
world of the outdoors!” 
      He carried with him piles of 
news clippings and reports on 
pheasants and pheasant hunting. 
      Simply put, Ken wants sports-
men, young or old, to have the 
opportunity to hunt pheasants either 
once again or for the very first time. 
      Ken is soft spoken but serious, 
he meant what he said. And he con-
tinues his mission to make it hap-
pen. In the past year he has spoken 
to clubs and organizations all across 
the state with his ideas. His tenac-
ity has drawn many sportsmen to 
his cause. Together they formed an 
organization to help continue the 
work, Michigan Pheasant Hunting 
Initiative. 
      Like any organization to con-
tinue the struggle, it takes lots of en-

ergy and sometimes lots of  money. 
      Well, they have lots of energy! 
Money is another story.  
      Even though sometimes Ken 

feels like no one is listening, there 
may be some hope on the horizon. 
      Ken’s passion and determination 
to draw attention and help create a 
public land, raise and release pheas-
ant program has not wavered in the 
past twelve months. In fact, it may 
have gotten stronger. You can still 
hear that passion in his voice.
     “There are twenty other states 
who have a pheasant stocking pro-
gram for the use in recruitment of 
new hunters and financial gain for 
the state,”  he tells me. “Michigan 
could and should be one of them!” 
Ken states. 
      And there just may be some help 
in the very near future. 
      There are many who miss the 
good ol’ days of  Michigan pheasant 
hunting. Most understand pheasant 

hunting in Michigan will never be 
what it once was. “Do you know we 
have nearly three decades of people 
who have not hunted pheasants in 
Michigan?” I remember Ken telling 
me the first time we met.
      Now don’t think for a second 
Ken doesn’t understand the reasons 
why pheasant hunting is so poor 
today in Michigan. He understands 
the effect of large farms, the use of 
pesticides, lack of grass lands, loss 
of habitat and increase in predators. 
      Ken is a supporter of Pheasants 
Forever, The Pheasant Restora-
tion Incentive and any and all other 
programs which promote pheasant 
hunting.
       Recently, the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service released survey 
results that show a decline of 2.2 
million hunters since 2011. And a 
27 percent reduction in small game 
hunting, with a 6 percent decrease in 
total hunter spending. 
      In the stacks of material Ken has 
brought me over the past year, is an 
article written by Howard Vincent,  
President and CEO of Pheasants 
Forever. Here is a portion of the ar-
ticle by Mr. Vincent. And it just may 
be the break Ken has been looking 
for.
      “Pheasants Forever welcomes 
U.S. Secretary of the Interior Ryan 
Zinke’s decision to expand hunting 
and fishing, enhance conserva-
tion stewardship, improve wildlife 
management and 
increase outdoor 
recreation oppor-
tunities. 
      Zinke’s order 
seeks to improve 
wildlife manage-
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ment and conservation, increase 
access to public lands for hunting, 
shooting and fishing, and puts new 
emphasis on recruiting and retain-
ing new hunter conservationists. 
Zinke is also focusing on engaging 
youths, veterans, minorities and 
other communities that traditionally 
have a low participation in outdoor 
recreation activities.”
      This is music to Ken’s ears. The 
article by President Vincent contin-
ued by stating;
      “The USFWS report indicates 
that participation in fishing in-
creased eight percent since 2011, 
from 33.1 million anglers to 35.8 
million in 2016 and total nationwide 
spending by anglers  was up by two 
percent. 
      The fishing stats are telling. 
Why? Recruitment, retention and 
reactivation efforts geared toward 
fishing and boating have been suc-
cessful in part thanks to the Dingel-
Johnson Act, also called the Federal 
Aid in Sport Fishing Act, that allows 
a percentage of these excise tax 
revenues to be used for recruitment 
and retention programs. 
      The Pittman-Robertson Act 
which created the excise tax on 
guns, ammunition and archery 
equipment, does not permit using 
these funds for recruitment, reten-
tion and reactivation activities. 
      Ken has been looking at some-
thing like the Pittman-Robertson 
fund for over a year now.
      A year ago I quoted him as say-
ing, “If funding is an issue to try to 
build a pheasant raise and release 
program then let’s look at a gas tax, 
Pittman-Robertson money, royalties 
from timber sales or a new license.”
      In December of last year, Ken 
got his hands on a memorandum 
from the U.S. Department of the 
Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service 
Director James Kurth to Regional 
Directors. The subject of the memo-
randum was the eligibility of State 
Grant Projects for the stocking of 
pen-raised birds under the Pittman-
Robertson Wildlife Restoration Act. 
      It reads: “The purpose of this 
memorandum is to clarify the eli-
gibility of State project proposals 
to fund the stocking of pen-raised 

birds, in furtherance of initiatives 
focused on hunting and shooting 
sports recruitment, retention and 
reactivation (R3) under the Wild-
life Restoration Grant Program. 
The Service has determined; as 
described below, that these projects 
are eligible for funding under the 
Basic and Enhanced Hunter Educa-
tion and Safety Program so long 
as the project proposals have an 
evaluation component to determine 
effectiveness in meeting the R3 
objectives, and otherwise meet all 
of the relevant statutory and regu-
latory requirements necessary for 
approval. 
      The Wildlife Restoration Grant 
program, authorized by the Pittman-
Robertson Act of 1937, has proven 
to be one of the most successful 
programs to restore and maintain 
wildlife populations. In 2017, more 
than $780 million has been appor-
tioned to the States and Territories 
to fund Wildlife Restoration grant 
activities. 

      There are still many hoops to 
jump through yet for pen-raised 
birds (pheasants or quail) for public 
land release programs. But now 
there is hope and greater flexibility 
in funding these programs in our 
state. First and foremost is designing 

and submitting proposals regarding 
the use of Wildlife Restoration grant 
funds for pen-raised birds. 
      The memorandum goes on to 
explain; “If a state project proposal 
reasonably justifies how its pen-
raised bird program will further the 
recruitment, retention and reactiva-
tion of hunters and has an evalu-
ation component to determine the 
effectiveness of the program to 
meet these objectives, and all 
other aspects of the proposal meet 
the standards of the Wildlife Resto-
ration Act and its implementing 
regulations, then the Regional 
Director may consider the project 
eligible for funding under the 
Hunter Education and Safety 
Programs.
      I’m told as this magazine was 
going to press that Ken and his fel-
low pheasant hunting enthusiasts are 
putting such a proposal together 
to present for funding. Ken and the 
other members of the Michigan 
Pheasant Hunting Initiative ask for 
your support. It appears there are 
proposals to be written and grants to 
be sought. 
      Ken be reached at 810-358-9372 
and if you are interested he encour-
ages and welcomes your call. Visit 
their website at: www.mphi.info or 
email him at: mphi.info.mi@gamil.
com
      No, Ken is not going anywhere, 
he will continue the fight. You could 
say, “he’s still birdie!”n

Ken Dalton has spoken to many outdoor organizations and groups 
about the possibility of  a raise and release pheasant program in 
Michigan, much like the programs already in place in other states.
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