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Belgian Musical “Marco Polo, an untold love story” by Roger Chua premieres in
Meralco Theater, Manila

Pictures © 2013 Roger Chua / Olivier Leonard

Everybody knows about the famous adventures of Marco Polo, the merchant traveler from Venice who
explored Central Asia and China during the 13th Century. It was this story that inspired Roger Chua, an
eminent member of the Belgian community in Manila, not only to write a book with a beautiful love story,
but also an impressive musical complete with music and lyrics. Those of you who attended the Belgian
National Day Celebration on July 18 already had the privilege to hear some of the songs of ”Marco Polo” in
avant-première. Saturday, August 10, all the songs and musical pieces of the Musical “Marco Polo, an untold
love story” were performed for the first time ever in front of an audience at the Meralco Theater in Ortigas,
Manila. The reactions of the audience were very enthusiastic.
Rosalinda Orosa from the Philippine Star wrote the following review after seeing the first performance of
“Marco Polo, an untold love story”: “For years, I have known Roger Saldo Chua as a highly gifted singeractor. But “Marco Polo”, a full-blown musical, was a totally unexpected, stupendous surprise, with not only
the book and the lyrics by him but also the music. The exquisitely melodious music consistently conveyed
Oriental or Eastern strains which commingled with the Occidental or Western, thus pointing up the dual
setting that shifted from Europe to Asia. There seemed scant or no publicity on “Marco Polo” prior to its
staging, yet the Meralco Theater was full. How the audience enjoyed the musical to the hilt!”
“The singing, acting, staging, lighting, dancing and direction — all these expressing Chua’s book, lyrics and
music - rendered “Marco Polo” comparable to the best musicals I have seen here and abroad.”
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Producer Oliver Leonard proudly announced also that “Marco Polo, an untold love story” is the first
musical ever to be entirely composed by a Belgian. After further rehearsals, “Marco Polo” will come back
to Manila at the beginning of next year, before starting an international tour in London and in other cities
across Asia.
Those interested to learn more about the musical “Marco Polo” or to invest in the London Production are
invited to write an e-mail to artiststheater@live.com

Cine Europa – 16th edition of the Europan filmfestival in the Philippines
The 16th edition of Cine Europa, the European Film Festival in the Philippines, was launched last September
4 at the Shangri-La Plaza Movie Complex in Ortigas, Manila. Until the end of October, movie lovers can
enjoy the best films from 17 European countries, and this not only in Manila, but also in Baguio, Cebu, Ilo-Ilo,
Cagayan de Oro en Davao. The reactions of the audience after the showing of the opening movie, ‘A Royal
Affair’ by the Danish Director Nikolaj Arcel, were very enthusiastic. The Belgian entry for this years’ edition
of Cine Europa is ‘A pas de Loup’ by Director Olivier Ringer, a movie for children which won the 2012
European Children’s Film Association Award.
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Filipino students win Model UN Conference competition by representing Belgium
A group of Filipino students from the De La Salle
College of Saint Benilde represented Belgium
during a Model United Nations Conference in San
Francisco last April. In order to prepare for their
roles as Belgian diplomats during the simulation
of the diplomatic conference, the students visited
the Belgian Embassy in Manila for an interview on
Belgium and its foreign policy positions.
Apparently, this prepared them very well, since
they won an award during the diplomacy
competition in San Francisco. The award is called
the Slanczka Achievement Certificate to
recognize a delegation for its performance in the
art and practice of diplomacy along with the
proper display of the country's foreign policy.
Picture © 2013 Adrian K J Limpin
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Belgium supports typhoon-affected farmers in Region III
Every year again, several typhoons make landfall in the Philippines, affecting the livelihoods of thousands of
farmers. Together with the Department of Agriculture, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations (FAO) designed a project to restore the agri-based livelihoods and food security situation of floodaffected farmers in Region III following typhoons Nesat and Nalgae. The Belgian government provided
300,000 USD in funding for this project.
The objective of the project was to restore the agriculture-based livelihoods of 2,200 farm households
through the provision of small-type post harvest facilities, production equipment/machineries and draft
animals. Furthermore, seminars were conducted on disaster and climate change adaptation and mitigation
in agriculture, as well as training for the farmers’ organizations and their members on the operation and
maintenance of the machineries and facilities. The project was implemented in eight (8) priority
municipalities in four (4) worst flood-affected provinces in Region III (Nueva Ecija, Bulacan, Pampanga and
Tarlac) with three (3) project sites / barangays per municipality (a total of 24 project sites).
At the beginning of April, a formal hand-over ceremony was organized in La Paz, Tarlac to mark the
completion of project activities. On this occasion, the Belgian Ambassador, H.E. Christian Meerschman
handed over several farm machineries and small tractors to the beneficiaries.
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Belgian fish breeder Michel Capot wins prestigious Prize in Singapore
Our compatriot Michel Capot, a Belgian fish-breeder
living here in the Philippines with his Filipino wife, was
again one of the major winners during the 2013 edition
of the Aquarama Competition, which took place last
July at the Marina Bay Sands Convention Centre in
Singapore. For the second time, he won the Grand
Champion Trophy in the category for Discus Fish. It was
the first time that a red discus fish was awarded this
Trophy and also the first time that the same person won
this prestigious Trophy for a second time.

Picture © 2013 Michel Capot
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Solidarity Concert for the benefit of the National Union of Peoples’ Lawyers, Ghent,
October 18
On October 18, a group of several Belgian Development NGO’s and Human Rights Organizations, supported
by the province of Oost-Vlaanderen, will organize a solidarity concert with the Philippines at the NT in
Ghent. The proceeds of this concert will benefit the National Union Of Peoples’ Lawyers, an Association of
Filipino lawyers giving free juridical advice to victims of human rights’ violations and their families. On the
program will be the Belgian pianists Lies Colman and Tom Hermans as well as Filipino Singers Armela
Fortuna and Abdul Candao. Tickets and information can be obtained on the website of Bevrijde Wereld:
www.bevrijdewereld.be
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Belgium attracts international investment for the production of wind energy
Indian energy concern Suzlon Energy has
announced completion of the installation of 48
wind turbines at the Flanders-based offshore wind
farm,
Thornton
Bank.
Flanders-based
organizations ABB and THV Seawind were among
the installation partners. The wind farm on the
Thornton Bank now has a total output of 325
megawatts; enough to supply 600,000 people
with electricity. The project was carried out by
Suzlon-subsidiary Repower Systems SE. In terms
of investment volume, the contract marks the
largest financing deal for a completed project in
the offshore wind industry to date. Companies
from Belgium, Germany, France, the Netherlands
and Sweden are involved in the venture. In this
way, the project showcases the efficiency and
cooperation of the European offshore wind
industry.

Wind turbine in the Thornton Bank Wind Farm
Pictures © 2013 Wikipedia

In the mean time, Danish wind turbine
manufacturer Vestas and Flanders-based wind
farm operator Parkwind have joined forces to
build a new hub for offshore activities in Ostend –
an investment worth roughly EUR 4.5 million.
From the hub, which consists of two separate
buildings, both companies will perform
maintenance operations on the offshore wind
farms Northwind and Belwind.

Furthermore, Japanese trading company Sumitomo has announced that it will acquire a majority stake –
worth €100 million– in Belwind and Northwind, the new wind farms off the coast of Belgium owned by
Flanders-based supermarket chain Colruyt. The construction of offshore wind farms is very capital intensive
and soon amounts to hundreds of millions of euros. Thanks to the Japanese investment, both the Parkwind
and Belwind wind energy parks will be able to speed up their operations. Recently, more and more
Japanese companies, e.g. Mitsubishi and Mizuho, have shown interest in renewable energy abroad.

Belgium enjoys a very good reputation abroad
Belgium is ranked 13th out of 50 countries worldwide, notably ahead of the UK, Japan, France and the US,
according to the Country RepTrak rankings published by the Reputation Institute. Each country’s reputation
is ranked based on four criteria: confidence, esteem, admiration and respect, along with public perception
of sixteen aspects including safety as a tourist destination, beauty, friendliness and warmth of its people, a
progressive social and economic policy, an effective government, etc. The study, performed online
between January and March 2013, sought the views of 27,000 citizens of G8 countries who measured the
reputation of fifty companies specific to the each country.
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Filipinos go crazy for Belgian Speculoospasta
Some Belgian products can be unexpectedly successful
here in the Philippines, as was the case the past months
with “Speculoospasta”, a bread spread based on the
traditional Belgian “speculoos” cookies. According to
the Belgian newspaper Gazet van Antwerpen , the price
of Speculoospasta in Manila has tripled over the past
weeks, and stocks are running out fast. The reason
seems to be a tweet by the Filipina actress Jodi
Santamaria which she send last July 10. In her tweet she
makes publicity for The Happy Barn Milkshake Factory,
a Milkshake Bar in Manila; and in particular for one of
the shakes offered there: Spectacular Cookie Butter
Milkshake, based on the taste of Belgian
Speculoospasta! According to Mr Jan Boone, CEO of
Lotus
Bakeries,
the
Belgian
producer
of
Speculoospasta, the overwhelming success of the
product in the Philippines was completely unforeseen.
“We are really having a hard time keeping up with
demand for the moment, but soon we will be adding
new distribution channels in the Philippines and in
other South-East Asian countries” he said to Gazet van
Antwerpen.
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New Board of Directors for the Belgian Filipino Business Club
In accordance with the by-laws of the Belgian Filipino Business Club, an Annual General Meeting was called
on May 16 to elect a new Board of Directors. During the elections at the New Horizon Hotel, 5 board
members were elected. Immediately after the elections, the elected board members confirmed the plan to
coopt into the board BFBC members who expressed their desire to contribute significantly to the working
of the BFBC for the working year 2013-2014.
The following directors will serve on the Board of the BFBC for the working year 2013-2014:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Joeri Timp, Director, Director & President (elected)
Quentin van Meerbeeck, Director & Vice-President (elected)
Raquel Villanueva, Director & Corporate Secretary (elected)
Antoine Installé, Director & Treasurer (elected)
Boris Bastien, Director Events (elected)
Emmanuel de Ghellinck, Director Members (coopted)
Philip Hermann, Director Projects (coopted)

In the mean time, under the new Board, the BFBC already organized a number of activities, including a
Filipiniana Dinner during the month of June and a Welcome Dinner for the New Belgian Ambassador at the
end of September. Of course, they also continue the good tradition of the Belgian Happy Hour every 2nd
Friday of the month starting from 7 pm in Greenbelt 5, Makati City.

For more details on upcoming activities of the Belgian Filipino Business Club or for membership
enquiries, please contact: events@belphil.org
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Analysis of the performance of the Belgian economy in 2012
As every year, the Belgian Ministry of the Economy has published an analysis of the Belgian economy from a
macro-economic, sectoral and entrepreneurial point of view. Economic activity fell in 2012 as a result of the
drop in industrial activity and household expenditure. Inflation slowed compared with 2011 and the increase
in energy prices was contained. The review of sectoral developments confirmed that services are playing a
greater role in the Belgian economy and that industrial activity performed better in over half of the sectors
than in the Eurozone. Fewer companies were set up whilst the number of closures rose. However, there
were still more companies being created than being shut down. The full report is available at:
http://economie.fgov.be/fr/binaries/Panorama_2012_FR_TOT_tcm326-228508.pdf

Belgian Professor wins Nobel Prize for Physics
The Nobel Committee in Stockholm announced on October 8 that the 2013
Nobel Prize for Physics would be shared between Peter Higgs, from the UK, and
Francois Englert from Belgium. In the 1960s, they were among several physicists
who proposed a mechanism to explain why the most basic building blocks of the
Universe have mass. The mechanism they proposed predicts a particle, the
Brout-Englert-Higgs boson, which was finally discovered in 2012 at the Large
Hadron Collider (LHC) at the CERN Research Center in Switzerland.

Prof. Francois Englert
Picture © 2013 Wikipedia

Professor Francois Englert, 80 years old, is Professor Emeritus in Theoretical
Physics at the Université Libre de Bruxelles (ULB). He said he was "very happy"
to win the award, speaking at the ceremony via phone link. He also added that
he felt a bit sad that his lifelong friend and colleague Robert Brout (who died in
2011) couldn’t be there to enjoy the moment together with him.

Elections coming up in Belgium, May 2014
Next year will be an election year in Belgium. The exact dates of these elections are not yet known, but
Sunday, May 25, 2014, is a very likely date.
Belgians above 18 years old who are registered as living abroad are obliged to vote in order to choose new
members of the Federal Chamber of Representatives and the Senate. They will have to confirm their
participation in the elections before January 31, 2014. Each voter is asked to choose one of five voting
methods, as well as to indicate the Belgian municipality where their vote will be counted. Normally, all
Belgian citizens registered with the Belgian Embassy in Manila have already received a letter regarding the
upcoming elections. The vote at the Embassy itself will probably be organized on Wednesday, May 22, 2014.
Together with the elections for the Federal Chamber of Representatives and the Senate, there will also be
elections for the European Parliament and for the Regional States. Participating in the elections for the
European Parliament is possible only for Belgian citizens that live in one of the member countries of the
European Union. Participating in the Regional elections is only possible for Belgian citizens who have their
home address in a Belgian municipality.
For more information, you can visit one if the following websites:
http://diplomatie.belgium.be/fr/Services/services_a_letranger/participation_aux_elections/ (French) or
http://diplomatie.belgium.be/nl/Diensten/Diensten_in_het_buitenland/Deelname_aan_verkiezingen/(Dutch)
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New Belgian Ambassador and new visa officer arrive in Manila
The months of August and September are
traditionally the time of the year when there is a
change of staff in the Belgian embassies worldwide.
After four years in Manila, H.E. Ambassador Christian
Meerschman left the Philippines for a new assignment
at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Brussels.
The new Belgian Ambassador to the Philippines, H.E.
Roland Van Remoortele, and his spouse arrived in
Manila on September 15. Some of the readers might
still remember him, because Mr Van Remoortele
already served as the Belgian Ambassador in Manila
from 1998 - 2002. Afterwards, he was Ambassador in
Malaysia, Director for European Cooperation on
budget, financial & social matters and Director of
Overseas Personnel at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
in Brussels. His previous posting was as Belgian
Ambassador to Singapore and Brunei.

H.E. Roland Van Remoortele, the new Belgian
Ambassador to the Philippines

Earlier, at the beginning of August, Ms. Véronique K. Muteba joined the Belgian Embassy in Manila. Ms
Muteba will be the new head of the Embassies’ visa section. Ms Muteba has also been working in several
Belgian Embassies abroad before joining the Belgian Embassy in Manila: Democratic Republic of Congo
(Kinshasa), Turkey (Istanbul), Ukraine (Kiev) and India (New Delhi).

And last but not least
Feel free to make contributions to our next edition by writing to jozef.naudts@diplobel.fed.be

Roland VAN REMOORTELE
Ambassador

Jan VERBEECK
Consul

Jozef NAUDTS
First Secretary
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