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T h e  L o v e  o f  C h r i s T  i m p e L s  U s - 2Cor 5:14 
r o o t e d   i n   t h e  W o r d,  c o m m i t t e d  i n  H i s  m i s s i o n 

It is an amazing experience to be an invited lay partner observer at the Society’s 
18th General Chapter in Nemi.  I live in the USA and represent the PANAM 
Zone; and have been affiliated with the Society for over 40 years.  I participated 

in eight years of formation (four years of minor high school seminary and four years of philosophy at Di-
vine Word College in Epworth, Iowa) before leaving formation and getting married.  I have three children 
and two grandchildren.  After serving as a counselor working with youth for 12 years, in 1999 the USC 
invited me to work with them in our alumni association.  In 2003, the provincial asked me to assist with 
vocation ministry and since that time I have served as the National Vocation Director for the Society in the 
USA and Vice President for Admissions at Divine Word College.  For more than 15 years, I have dedicat-
ed my life to inviting and encouraging young people to consider a vocation to religious life—to the SVD.  
Vocation animation/vocation ministry is my passion.

In addition, there are three other invited lay partners who are observers at the General Chapter.  My 
friends are Patrice Kibitok Rono from Kenya (AFRAM Zone), Susan Noronha-Chettiar from India (AS-
PAC Zone) and Sophie Wego from Germany (EUROPE Zone).  Each is a leader of a particular SVD Lay 
Partner group in their locales.  Together with their other group members, they have grown in the spiritual-
ity of the Society of the Divine Word, have an affinity for the Society’s charism and have deeply committed 
themselves to the mission begun by St. Arnold Janssen.  In addition to prayer, the members of these groups 
participate in ministry to the poor and marginalized.  While Sophie’s group is relatively new and has eight 
active members, Susie’s group has 44 members and Patrice’s group counts nearly 200!  SVD Lay Partners 
are growing in faith and serving those in need side-by-side with SVD brothers and priests in different parts 
of the world.

Previous General Chapters already recognized that SVD priests and brothers partner with the laity in 
serving God’s people and established a formal process to recognize SVD Lay Associates.  As we participate 
in this Chapter, we continue that dialog and look to expand how SVD Lay Partners collaborate with the 
Society.  In discussing the joys and challenges, we explore new possibilities.

2018 Divine Word Missionary General Chapter: 
A Lay Partner’s Perspective
By Len Uhal

-for internal use only-



Lay partners may be members of spiritual-
ity and prayer groups, volunteers at a parish 
served by SVDs or paid employees of provinc-
es, regions or missions.  In whatever capacity 
we serve, we contribute to the mission of the 
Church through service with the brothers and 
priests of Society and the sisters in the Arnol-
dus Family.  We want to continue to grow in 
SVD spirituality and make the charism of the 
Society part of our lives.  The opportunity to 
talk with congregational leaders from all over 
the world at this Chapter increases the likeli-
hood that SVD Lay Partners will more widely 
be accepted and promoted.

Based on comments I received from the priests, 
brothers and sisters here at the Chapter, I be-
lieve many were touched by the personal tes-
timony offered by the four lay partners in 
attendance and our stories demonstrate our 
affinity for the Society and our commitment 
to working together to spread the Good News.  
When we are all rooted in the Word and com-
mitted to His mission, the love of Christ impels 
us to put the last first.
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We are at the end of our first week, alleluia! Today’s work schedule of four sessions began with morn-
ing prayer in the plenum over the scripture passage (1 Cor 1: 19, 26-31) where the weak are chosen 
to confound the strong. Then we continued with bible sharing for an hour in our basic groups. 

In the second session the Inter-zonal presentations and discussions continued with AFRAM & ASPAC and 
EUROPE & PANAM. This is the third and last pairing of zones for discussion. We ae becoming more free to 
discuss and the discussions ae getting hotter. But the ideas and issues have not been unified into a whole yet. It 
is hard to get an overall picture.  

In the afternoon’s Plenum, after announcements and the reading and accepting of the minutes, the four 
persons chosen for the Drafting Committee were announced. Then the proposals committee 
presented some details about recommendations and resolutions. Any group or zone 

or individual may make a proposal 
for resolution or recommendation. 
But there must be a rationale for it 
with sources like the Constitution, 

canon-law, handbook of superiors, or civil society documents of a profession-
al standard 

Next zonal coordinators evaluated the functioning of their zones on a scale of 
1-10. 

AFRAM 7.5; EUROPE 7+; PANAM 6; ASPAC 5
AFRAM says they have set up a program and are following it.   Gen: 7+  green
EUROPE says collaboration among these are lower.    Gen: 7+  brown
PANAM COLLAB IS GOOD, BUT      Gen: 7+  horse
ASPAC 5 SUB zones, hard to coordinate.     Gen: 6     horse
Where are you?  How to improve?  And a General Superior valuation: 

How does the love of Christ impel each zone into the future?

EUROPE: 3 mystical (Through God’s eyes) & prophetic voice & discipleship-listen-learn
AFRAM: 2 aspects: renewal of roots & intercultural living 
ASPAC: diversity, love of Christ unites us, renews us & formation for mission & migrants/traffic
PANAM: 3 word of lord, renewal & interculturality in leadership/formation & solidarity 

Our fourth and last session of the day was in our respective zones where we discussed what we learned over the 
past few days from our discussions on the implementation of the Congregational Directions (CDs). This was 
followed by evening prayer and supper!

This marks the end of our first week.
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JUNE 23 - SATURDAY
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On Monday, June 25th, after a free day where we had the opportunity to visit Rome or Anzio, we returned to the 
chapter work and thus we began our second week.
 
After the breakfast we moved to the basic groups for the Bible sharing, where we continue to get to know each other 
and share life and experiences of faith in the light of the Word; the inspiring text was the meeting of Jesus with the 
Canaanite woman.
 
Then we received the general leadership team of our SSpS sisters. In a deep sense of family and trust, they were able 
to share their experiences with regard to the new style of animation and leadership that they have been discover-
ing and building up in the recent years, starting with the redefinition of the practice of personal and community 
discernment. 
 
With a substantial presentation they shared with us the enriching experiences of the significant moments of the 
congregation, such as: the way of planning of their chapters, assemblies and meetings that implied a greater lis-
tening, in freedom and in co-responsibility. They also pointed out the challenges and surprises that they identified 
during the exercise of their leadership as a team. Making decisions and marking directions implies openness, 
flexibility and harmony to listen to the voice of the Spirit, the signs of the times and the urgencies of the mission.
Finally, with the expectation of deepening the bonds of communion and collaboration between SSpS and SVD, 
they presented us some areas and ways in which we can celebrate together our faith and work together in common 
missionary projects.
 
This visit gave us the opportunity to rethink the communion that unites us with the sisters, with the women in 
general, in our life and mission from an inclusive, respectful, supportive and equalitarian relationships.
 
At noon we gathered around the altar, thanking the Most Holy Trinity for the gift of belonging and sharing the 
family of St Arnold, in the Eucharist.
 
In the afternoon session, we had the reports of the formation and education Secretary, Fr. Mark Weber and of Br. 
Roberto Duarte, in representation of the Brothers and as responsible of the Brother formation.
 
These reports gave us a picture of the situation of the new generations of the SVD members, the emerging chal-
lenges and concerns, the need to review programs and train confreres for the formation service, clarify the style we 
assume for the new contexts, subjects, and the trends that set the course of our life.
 
The reality of the brothers in the congregation demands a new approach for an adequate assessment and validity of 
this vocation so constitutive in our family and that is seen, in certain circumstances, overshadowed by clericalism. 
>>>

JUNE 25 - MONDAY
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<<< And the last part of the day was dedicated to the testimonies of our two lay partners who participate in our 
chapter: Patrice Rono from Kenya and Susan Noronha from India. They shared with us the way they commit 
their lives in their respective countries as lay associates of the SVD. They enriched us with the way they organized 
themselves, finding their physiognomy in the way of developing formation, belongingness and mission from the 
spirituality and charisma of St. Arnold.
 
The words of our lay brothers and sisters fill us with hope when we know that we are not the owners of a charism 
that the Spirit gives to the Church. The lay partners as partners in the shared mission place us in the common 
missionary discipleship at the service of the Kingdom.
 
Mutual collaboration, reciprocity and interdependence make us more credible and more effective in our witness 
and mission.
 
After listening to the blessings harvested in these experiences together with the more fragile aspects or that need to 
be matured, we end up singing the Magnificat, united to Mary, woman-sister-servant, Mother of the Divine Word.

 
On Tuesday, June 26, we began the day with prayer in the small basic groups that led us to challenge ourselves by 
Jesus’ invitation to the rich man to get free from his richness and follow Him.
 
Then in the aula magna we were summoned to receive the reports of the Treasurer General, Fr. Stephan Gerdes and 
of the Procurator General, Fr. Peter Dikos. 
 
In this section, Fr. Stephan began his presentation recalling the Congregational Directions emanated from the last 
General Chapter with regard to finances. He exhorted us to bear in mind the vow of poverty, which, among other as-
pects, reminds us that we are not holders of goods but simply administrators, and we are called to live close to people 
in simplicity and solidarity.
 
The principles of solidarity, transparency and accountability can be the pillars on which we can build the way of liv-
ing our relationship with temporal goods and money; it eliminates the tendency and the possibility of having hidden 
agendas and accounts. >>>

JUNE 26 - TUESDAY
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<<< The missionary planning and finances should always remain connected, for which we must keep this dimen-
sion always in mind from the very beginning in the initial formation and train confreres in order to provide a 
qualified service in the administration and management. 
 
Then the General Treasurer gave us a broad report on the origin of the funds available to the Generalate for the 
different distributions that are made in favor of PRMs and mentioned the projects that could not be undertaken 
due to the lack of sufficient resources. He also presented us the expenses and the operating cost that originate from 
the structure of the Generalate and other information of common interest.
 
Finally, he listed some aspects of our life where we need to keep growing and some others to be undertaken in the 
near future, such as financial self-reliance of PRMs, health-pension funds, assistance to relatives of the confreres, 
personal accounts and certain practices that should be regularized with adequate policies. 
 
Then there was the presentation of Father Dikos, Procurator General, who described his work in the Generalate 
on matters concerning the relationship between the Congregation and the Holy See. He also gave us a panorama 
of exclaustrated confreres, who ask for secularization or the dispensation of vows. He also presented some of the 
reasons or causes that motivate the abandonment of the religious life and referred to the importance of a good 
selection and accompaniment in the initial formation. 
 
Before finishing, he dedicated a time to reflect over the situations of the confreres who have been involved and / 
or accused of child abuse and invited to put into action our protocols and guidelines over this point, in order to 
protect the victims and contribute to justice and truth.
 
Moved by all this information, we went back to the groups to celebrate the Eucharist. There we could pray for these 
realitiesthat were presented during the morning sessions and thank the Lord for those who serve in the formation, 
in the general administration, lay counselors, professionals and so many benefactors who generously contribute 
and support us in our life and mission.
 
In the afternoon we returned to the sessions and now it was the turn of the lay partners, Leonard Uhal from USA 
and Sophia Wego from Germany, who enriched us with their contributions and visions of how to consolidate this 
already begun itinerary of cooperation and shared mission.
 
They shared with us their joys and challenges, their perspectives and plans for the future in this alliance between 
the SVD and the lay associate partners. 

After listening carefully to our lay partners, we got together in the basic groups to review and share the resonances 
and the questions over the following reports: Education - Formation, Treasurer and Procurator General. 
 
The dinner in the garden of the House was an appropriate moment of fraternization, which helps us to relax a little, 
get to know more our confreres and to create friendly relationships. The confreres of the ASPAC Zone animated 
the get together, and we closed the day in a climate of joy and strength for the work ahead. 
 



JUNE 27 - WEDNESDAY

On Wednesday, 27thJune, after breakfast, we came together in the main hall for a moment of prayer. There we 
had the morning prayer in the memory of San Carlos Lwanga and fellow martyrs of Uganda and in this way we 
brought all the realities that undergo the continent of Africa, that cry out for life.
 
Then we went back to our basic groups to work on our relations with women and laity in our intercultural life 
and mission. There we were able to express concerns, share experiences and glimpse paths of future projection 
to grow in this dimension.
 
We know that we are instruments in the mission of God that invites us to live relationships of complementarity 
with others and where differences do not divide us but enrich and amplify our evangelizing capacity. 
 
The second part of the morning we returned to concentrate on the chapter hall and listened to the reports of 
the Biblical Coordinator, Fr. Marek Vanus and of the Mission General Secretary, Fr. Stanislaus Lazar. 
 
Fr. Marek emphasized the importance of the Word of God in the life and work of St. Arnold and how we are 
proud of bearing the name of Missionaries of the Divine Word, a name that constantly reminds us of our 
identity and our mission. The listening, the celebration and the living of the Word are in the heart of life of the 
church and its activity.
 
The biblical dimension present in the different stages of our history is positioned as a central and characteristic 
feature of our being and doing.
 
Then, the biblical coordinator, presented the staff dedicated to this service, the plans, structures, activities and 
the projects that are in progress in the different PRMs. There is a need to have confreres with specialized studies 
in Bible, a greater dedication to obtain this objective, the participation of the communities in activities of on-
going formation and the support of the leadership teams to support these initiatives in order to give continuity 
to the path undertaken.
 
Other challenges were found in the field of animation, communication and the exploration of new paths. This 
dimension is not a “reserved” issue for some in the Congregation, but it is incumbent upon all of us. The ar-
ticulation with other institutions, the work of the editorials, the diffusion of materials and resources in various 
formats, for the biblical animation in the pastoral work were also highlighted.
 
Fr. Marek ended by recalling the words of Pope Francis, in our recent papal audience, where with the word 
“ANNOUNCEMENT” he returned us to our origins and to the essence of our missionary life, rooted in the 
Word, we let ourselves be transformed by it and put ourselves at the service of the mission. Woe to me, if I do 
not announce the Gospel! >>>
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<<< Then, it was the turn for the presentation of Father Stanislaus, 
Mission Secretary, where he spoke about his role, the strengths 
registered, the activities carried out and the challenges encoun-
tered during the period of his service.
 
He took us into the situation of the PRMs regarding their organiza-
tion with Mission Secretaries and the ways in which they carry out 
their mission of animation, coordination and fundraising to keep 
the missionary conscience of all the baptized alive in the church.
 
We find ourselves with several initiatives that help to give the 
communities the sensitivity for the mission, give our apostolates 
a more determined missionary profile and open ourselves to the 
universal mission.

There is a variety of materials that have been produced in recent 
years, meetings and workshops that have been done for both SVD 
and the lay people, but all the same it is necessary to mark the im-
portance of new missions that have been assumed from the Gen-
eralate and a closer way of accompanying and guiding the different 
groups of our lay partners. 
This dimension must work in interconnection with the other di-
mensions, in the initial formation, with the new-missionaries and 
in all the levels of our PRMs. 
 
The challenges posed to us from globalization, digital culture, ter-
rorism, fundamentalism, the reality of families and young people 
in current contexts urge us to rethink and reimagine the mission 
today. The mission is not a matter of conquest, proselytism, con-
trol or power; it is primarily a matter of love, witness and service.
Let us not steal the passion and joy to evangelize! May the mission 
of Jesus be our mission and let us continue with the strength of his 
Spirit. 

In the afternoon we reflected over the reports of the JUPIC Coor-
dinator, Fr. Paulo Narui Daisuke, and of the Communication Co-
ordinator, Fr. Modeste Munimi Osung. 
 
Father Daisuke offered an extensive report on the JUPIC dimen-
sion. In this overview he referred to the levels, ad intra and adex-
tra. He presented to us the different initiatives and activities that 
are done in order to face the urgent realities of the current world 
and gave us some guidelines to respond to them achieving a great-
er transformation.Then he presented us the ways of articulating 
between Generalato and PRMs through their zonal and local co-
ordinators, some structures and channels that keep up this service 
of awareness and promotion. Together with JUPIC we can see the 
action of VIVAT that complements each other, and that is at the 
service of the poorest - marginalized and in favor of the protection 
of the most threatened environment.
 
Through this dimension we can put into practice our option of 
“putting the last ones in the first place” and serving the peripher-
ies. >>>SVD 18th General Chapter p. 8



<<< After the report of JUPIC, came the report of the dimension of Communication through its Coordina-
tor, P. Modeste Munimi. Fr. Modeste reminded us that communication cannot be reduced or exhausted to 
the “mass-media” because, primarily, the basis of all communication is the interpersonal communication. 
 
Going ahead with his presentation he took us to the multiple activities carried out by the PRMs in relation 
to communication, where we discovered a myriad of actions, projects and proposals that are promoted by 
the publications, publishers, bookstores, communications centers, TV studios, radio, platforms in different 
networks and sites, etc. 
 
He insisted on the need to include this dimension from the initial stage of formation, to train confreres for 
this area and to work in teams that seek to unite strengths and that help to visualize in a more assertive way 
our commitment to evangelization through communication.
 
In conclusion, he challenged us to continue being creative and resourceful for the use of new media and 
taking into account the new communication trends to move towards a “global mission in the digital era”. 
 
After these sessions, in which we have been attentive to the four reports of the coordinators of the gener-
alate, we met in the basic groups to review them and exchange the resonances from point of view of what 
surprised us, what was lacking in the presentation, the questions that come up and the opportunities that 
are open to us.
 
Thus we close another day of hard work, loaded with information, reflections, calls…but we remain with 
the satisfaction that our contribution is valid and there is a lot of generous effort put in the furrow of the 
mission.

SVD 18th General Chapter p. 9



This Thursday we began the prayer inspired by the person of St. Arnold. We listened to his words and in 
them the call to live the prayer and the mission inseparably; the task without spirit becomes blind and 
without direction and spirituality without action remains empty.

 
In the following session the facilitators of the Chapter, Fr. Tim Norton and Sr. Mirian Altenhofen, gave us the 
guidelines over the election process that was suggested by the General Council. It is a process that requires the 
confidentiality and seriousness, necessary for a good discernment, with transparency and responsibility.
 
They gave us the steps of the suggested process to come up with proper candidates for the election of those who 
will guide us in the future for the next six years in the Leadership Team.
 
After some clarifications and further information over the question, it was left for the afternoon session to take 
a decision to accept or reject the proposal.
 
Then the word was given to Father Heinz Kulüke and Fr. Gegory Pinto, who presented us from their experience 
in the leadeship, joys and sorrows, gratifications and challenges, that they lived during the last period.
 
Father Heinz, with an open heart, shared with us his great interests and concerns during the exercise of his 
Generalate, as well as the difficulties and joys he experienced. With an emotional story, he pointed out aspects 
to consider for those who are going to occupy the different positions in the general leadership service.
 
With great sincerity and freedom he was presenting us, from his perception, new styles that we can reimagine 
for a different way of living and exercise leadership. 
 
He also expressed his preferences and wishes for his future with the confidence that the seeds planted during his 
Generalate were a humble contribution giving continuity to the great work done by his predecessors.
 
He ended up going back to the central question that guided his ministry: What does God want from us? And he 
invited us to appreciate the capital of young confreres present among us to undertake the changes and transfor-
mation that we need in the Congregation with courage and creativity.
 
The deep spiritual renewal will demand us to go through a process of deconstruction and openness for an au-
thentic transformation. >>>
 

JUNE 28 - THURSDAY
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<<< Then, Fr. Gregory Pinto, on behalf of the other general councilors, also shared with us the lights and shad-
ows that they could identify as a team. He highlighted this time as a great blessing and opportunity to know and 
love more the SVD.
 
With realism he expressed the difficulties that they experienced but also the small-great achievements that they 
could accomplish in the harvest of the last 6 years.
 
With warm applause we thanked their services and as the chapter members on behalf of the congregation rec-
ognize the value of their generosity in accepting this great responsibility.
 
Already, in the afternoon, once again we started sessions with the voting for the approval of the instrument and 
procedure presented for this pre-elective stage. Once again after having a short time for new considerations and 
questions, finally, the chapter accepts the proposed method and we hope that we will be able to make a good 
discernment in the light of the Spirit that works among us.
 
This was followed by the presentation of Br. Guy Mazola Mido who gave us a report on the temporary sus-
pension of the CEAJ. He presented a brief summary of the CEAJ from its origins, the evolution it had and the 
difficulties that appeared until the decision of the SVD-SSpS and SSpSAP councils to take time to review and 
evaluate its continuity.
 
After enumerating several reasons for the interruption of the CEAJ, he commented over the steps taken from 
the general coordinations. He informed us over the current situation of the CEAJ, the results of surveys, consul-
tations and all the information gathered to move towards a new option.
 
Surely we need a new impulse and renovated structures that may respond to the epochal challenges and the cul-
tural circumstances where we develop our mission. We cannot ignore that during these years of service; AJSC 
has brought many blessings and has produced abundant fruits. It has nurtured us with the passion and spirit 
of the founding generation of our congregations and that of the laity with whom we share our life and mission.
 
The last session of the afternoon was dedicated to the basic groups where we asked ourselves how to make spirit-
uality a source where we can water and nourish our mission. So we reflected over proposals over, how to live the 
spiritual animation in our PRM, Zones, and in the Congregation at a general level.
 
After the dinner we had a sharing with the Mission Secretary and Missionary Procurator of the Province of 
Germany, who presented us details of the working of the Missionary Office of San Augustine, which sustains 
economically many projects of our PRMs.
 
Thus we end this day of intense work, of many mobilizing emotions and with a good predisposition for tomor-
row to live our second day of spiritual retreat.
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Comments … Thoughts … Opinion

Adam Peter Grondziel, SVD. (ESP)

I participate for the first time in a general chapter, therefore, everything is new 
for me. There are some things that have impacted me in a special way. First, the 
number of young confreres who have come from all parts of the world, especially 
from Asia and Africa. The Congregation has a young and increasingly Asian and 
African face. Although I have never seen before the great majority of the par-
ticipants, when days passed we started to come to know each other better. The 
method of working in small groups was a good help, where every day we share 
the biblical prayer and life experiences. Here we come to know of the lights and 
the challenges of our mission today’s world. In this sharing we discern together 
where the Spirit is impelling us today. Hopefully, as religious missionaries, we 
can renew our lives, configuring ourselves more and more with the Master and 
strengthening our commitment to the poor. 

Juana Ortega Torres, SSpS. (MEX)

“The love of Christ impels us” 
The motto of the General Chapter is really guiding and leading the ca-

pitulars from the very first day. In all the sessions and discussions we can 
perceive a climate of happiness and willingness of the participants. Sharing 

is enriched by interculturality as well as the mission experience of each 
participant. Also the methodology used has favored the participation of 
all. Finally, it can be said that in the chapter in general there is a spirit of 

communion and search of the will of God for the SVD Congregation in the 
context of the current world. I am grateful for the experience I am living 

and I perceive that our presence as SSpS, invited to the Chapter envisions 
the new epoch of common mission as one family of St. Arnold Janssen. 

My name is Federico Rios, an SVD religious brother from Argentina, 
actually working in the educational ministry. I was invited me to write 

something about my experience in the XVIII General Chapter. The first 
thing I would like to highlight is the experience of interculturality lived 

in these days, the encounter of brothers and sisters from different cul-
tures, countries and languages is an experience of openness to the action 

of the spirit in the day to day life. I would also like to express what is 
lived in the basic groups, around the word of God, we share the experi-
ences of life and mission in different contexts. It is an intergenerational 
and intercultural experience of listening and learning. I feel very com-
fortable with the experiences of is this general chapter, with the motto 

the Love of Christ Impels us, where every day we seek, pray and discern 
what God is asking us for our religious missionary life. I thank God for 

giving me this opportunity to be part of this experience. 
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Renewal and transformation

We are celebrating enthusiastically and gratefully our 18th General Chap-
ter and the second week of Chapter come to end. Report by report and 
working in zonal group and inter-zonal meeting and sharing from our 
SVD Lay Partners from four Zones have brought very rich and fruitful 
experience of our commitment and emerging in missions.  All reports 
and sharing are helpful to know better our journey together as Provinces, 
Regions, Missions and Society as a whole, based on our Congregational 
Directions and inspired by motto of our General Leadership Team “Put 
the Last First”.  Looking at the famous motto of our Society: “His Life 
is our Life and His Mission is our Mission” and the theme of our recent 
General Chapter “The Love of Christ impels us – Rooted in His Word and 
Committed to His Mission”, we come to a fundamental need of the whole 
Society is a constant renewal and transformation of life and mission, so 
what we live and what we do is the life and mission of Jesus. Rootedness in 
the Word of Jesus and commitment to His mission is always a calling to a 
continuing renewal and transformation of life and mission.

Gabriel Suban Koten, SVD.
ASPAC Zonal Coordinator–Coordinador Zonal ASPAC

Susan Noronha (Lay partner, INM)

I entered Centro Ad Gentes with a bag of mixed feelings. I 
was invited to attend the 18th General Chapter as a SVD Lay 

Partner, representative of ASPAC zone. On the first day of the 
Chapter, I was trying to find a place near someone I knew in 

the Planum that was filled with SVDs, most of them strangers 
to me!!

As I write these few words about my experience so far, we are 
in our second week of the Chapter. From the very first day, the 
joy of greeting each other, the opening ceremony of the Chap-
ter Jubilee Door followed by the Liturgical inauguration of the 
18th General Chapter, listening to the enriching reports of our 

Superior General and General Administration team, innovative 
Liturgical Celebrations, basic group Bible and life sharing, zon-

al groups sharing on the implementation of the characteristic 
dimensions and the corridor/dining table discussions has made 

me experience my commitment spirit, missionary zeal and 
openness to new ideas and challenges.  A special audience with the Pope on 22nd June was one of the high-

light of the General Chapter with all of us getting the opportunity of a handshake with Pope Francis. 
At the Centro Ad Gentes, there is a visible inter-nationality and inter-culturality among the Chapter partic-
ipants along with extraordinary interaction and bonding. I am very happy that I am a part of this beautiful 

experience. 

SVD 18th General Chapter p. 13



OBENG, ABOAGYE ANDREWS “ANDY”, SVD. (GHA).

MY OPINION ABOUT THE ONGOING CHAPTER
Three things strike me about the 18th General Chapter:
1. Energy: A Chapter with a median age of 53.61 and participants coming 
from 46 different nationalities is certainly eventful. What it means is that a 
wealth of harnessed experiences has been made available under one umbrella 
and in one forum. Such immense energy and power overflow in insightful and 
thought-provoking ideas and points of view. In spite of the evident varying di-
versity, the unity of purpose keeps us on one single path. Together, we are seek-
ing to understand deeply our missionary call and find creative ways to commit 
ourselves to the missio Dei. 
2. Transparency: The level of transparency at the Chapter is high. Conversa-
tions and discussions that segregate and exclude have been largely eschewed 
and reduced to a bare minimum. At both the plenum and smaller groups, there 
is ample space to listen and to be listened to.  
3. Involvement of lay partners: Historically, lay partners have been part of our 
unfolding story. However, the degree of the involvement of lay partners in this 
particular Chapter is both frightening and exhilarating. It is frightening be-

cause they have been given access to what would certainly be considered classified information in many other 
jurisdictions. On the other hand, it is exhilarating in the sense that the doors of our Congregation, like the 
loving arms of Christ, have been opened wide to accommodate all manner of persons.
Personally, I see this Chapter as a concrete implementation of a vision that has guided the 2012-2018 General 
Council, i.e. “Putting the last first.” A level playing field has been offered to everyone at the Chapter, and with 
collaboration and solidarity, we will score the needed goals. In the end, there shall be no losers. Everyone shall 
be declared a winner.  

Facebook Page: Witnessing to the Word - SVD 18th General Chapter
Twitter: @witwordsvd

Blog: www.svdgenchap2018.com
Web: www.svdcuria.org

Youtube: General Chapter
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