


Windermere on the Lake

is a new 74-acre residential community built around a hilltop 

lake in the historic Long Ridge area of North Stamford, 

Connecticut.  Windermere is a showcase of sustainable design 

and planning, just forty miles from Manhattan, offering 

maintenance free living in a park like setting with walking 

trails, fishing dock, a pool and tennis.

Green buildings tread lightly on the environment with 

unique attention to sustainable materials, solar orientation 

and energy and water conservation.  "ey create less 

waste during construction and are engineered to superior 

construction standards resulting in healthier, more 

comfortable homes.

The LEED certification (Leadership in Energy and 

Environmental Design), developed by the United 

States Green Building Council, sets the standard for 

superior design and construction of high-performance 

green homes.

NEW ENGLAND’S FIRST LUXURY 
LEED®-CERTIFIED GREEN HOME

“A remarkable place of enduring value has been 
created, with profound attention to architecture, 

landscape design and sustainability.”
– Mark Robbins



Front of Cumbria House



Gatehouse Entrance to Windermere on the Lake

Tennis Court and Pool House

Club House Interior

Swimming Pool and Pool House



CASE STUDY: ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP

The Habitat Management Plan for Windermere on the Lake is the result of extensive research 

and planning by a team of ecologists and environmental engineers. The final study of the property’s 

topography and ecosystem informed the overall site plan-including the exact placement of each road 

and home for minimal impact on the natural environment. Wetlands, woodlands, emergent marshes, 

meadows and naturalized lawns were restored by removing invasive species, planting native species 

and allowing them to exist as they would in a natural habitat. In order to preserve this habitat, the 

invasive removal will be ongoing.

100’ setbacks are maintained to buffer the developed land 

units from protected natural habitat and wildlife.  Wetlands 

and watercourses were restored with native plantings and 

emergent grasses.  This vegetation aids in nutrient absorption 

thus reducing algae blooms and promoting clear water. 

Raised boardwalks were built in the walking trails to 

maintain existing wetland topography and enable a free 

flow of water and organisms across the wetlands.

25 Acre Land Trust - Windermere donated the largest gift 

in the history of Stamford’s Land Conservation Trust.  A 

Resource Protection Plan was created to care for this 

land. Invasive plantings are removed and the walking 

trails are maintained in perpetuity.

Tree inventory reports informed a preservation and 

enhancement plan to protect old growth throughout the 

site.

Bluebird Nesting Boxes - used 

throughout the site to promote the 

survival of bluebirds and other song 

birds.

Box Crib Habitats -  wooden structures were installed 

and sunk in each of the ponds. The structures are used 

to promote early lifecycle growth for fish, reptiles and 

amphibians.



CASE STUDY: SITE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT

At Windermere on the Lake, we’re 

creating a sustainable community that is 

unrivaled in its long-term commitment to 

environmental stewardship.

Windermere on the Lake is a hallmark 

example of how land development can be 

sensitively approached; and demonstrates 

that there area viable options to the all too 

common sprawling subdivisions that have 

fragmented our natural landscape.

To preserve this natural legacy, Windermere 

donated 25 acres of the property to the 

Stamford Land Conservation Trust, the 

largest gift in the Trust’s history, with an 

additional 25 acres retained as open space.

Homes are clustered into neighborhoods to maximize 

water views as well as minimize impervious area. The net 

result was over 50 acres of meaningful protected open 

space throughout the development.

The stone walls throughout the site and much of the 

veneer seen on the homes was collected from existing 

farm walls as well as the screening process employed in 

the site work phase of construction.

Where possible, native drought tolerant species have been 

planted which enable Windermere to minimize the need 

for irrigation, fertilizers and pesticides within the habitat 

management areas.

Balanced Site - a screening process during development 

enabled the collection of topsoil, fill material, and 

reclaimed stones to reduce the need to import and export 

material.

An interconnected stormwater management system 

incorporated vortechnic separators, water quality swales 

and infiltration basins to minimize the volume of flow and 

sedimentation of any water that leaves the site.
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Cedar street signs  incorpo-

rate LED lights powered by 

a photovoltaic panel located 

adjacent to each sign, thus 

taking site lighting off the 

grid.



CASE STUDY: ARCHITECTURE

Windermere on the Lake draws its aesthetic inspiration from the architecture and landscapes of 

England’s Lake District. Designed by Bartels-Pagliaro Architects, an award-winning firm renowned 

for its successful adaptations of Arts and Crafts style. The designs are inspired by CFA Voysey, a 

leading architect of England’s Arts and Crafts movement. Site planning at Windermere is the work of 

England’s famous landscape architect, Simon Johnson.

Southern orientation - homes were sited to maximize 

southern exposure to optimize heat gain in the winter.

Light colored roofs were used to reflect the heat from 

the roof, minimize the heat island effect and reduce 

temperatures in the attics.

Marvin Low-E II double pane argon gas filled windows 

were used throughout the home. These windows provide 

a U-rating of 0.31 and lower heat loss/gain as well as 

block harmful UV rays.

Native drought tolerant plantings were used around the 

homes and throughout the property in order to minimize 

the need for irrigation, fertilizers and pesticides.

Rainwater harvesting systems 

connect to buried cisterns which 

are outfitted with filters and 

pumps. This water is used for 

both irrigation and non-potable 

water use.

Raked roof edges shade the windows during the summer 

when the sun is high in the sky and allows the sun to 

shine through in the winter when it is lower in sky.

Zoned irrigation was used in order to optimize the amount 

of water needed for each type of plant - lawn, tree, shrub, 

flower bed, etc.

Superior thermal envelope - this home has a HERS score 

that out performs code by more than 50%.

Existing
Homes

Standard
New Home
100 ENERGY STAR 

Home
85

Windermere 
Model Home

49
HERS® Index

The HERS Index is a scoring system in which a home built to the
specifications of the 2006 International Energy Conservation Code
scores a 100, while a net zero energy home scores a HERS Index

of 0. The lower a home’s HERS Index, the more energy efficient.



CASE STUDY: INTERIORS

Windermere on the Lake’s first home is the 

first luxury residence in Connecticut to earn 

the prestigious LEED (Leadership in Energy and 

Environmental Design) certification. In addition, all 

homes at Windermere will be energy star certified.

The design of Windermere incorporates a wide range 

of eco-friendly and energy-saving features including 

geothermal heating and cooling systems, solar 

powered street lighting, high performance windows 

and insulation, heat recovery ventilation systems 

and extensive use of sustainable building materials.

Spray foam insulation was used throughout 

in order to maximize the thermal envelope 

and minimize air leakage.

Low-VOC and Zero-VOC paints and stains

were used.

Geothermal heating and cooling - 4 deep 

wells were dug to support a direct exchange 

Geothermal system which uses the static 

temperature of the earth (below the frost line) 

to both heat and cool the building.

Custom LED Lighting used throughout the home.

In-line flow restrictors and low-flow toilets 

were used to conserve water use.Energy Recovery Ventilation (ERV) systems 

provided an energy efficient means of 

bringing fresh air into the home. This 

is a necessary step when using spray 

foam insulation to provide a tight thermal 

envelope.

Forestry Stewardship Council certified 

flooring and trim was used throughout the 

home.

Superior indoor air quality established 

using MERV 13 box filtration.

Formaldehyde free cabinetry

EnergyStar rated appliances

LEED® Facts
Windermere on the Lake
Stamford, Connecticut

LEED for Homes
Certification awarded June 30, 2003

Certified  66.5*
Sustainable Sites  10/21

Water Efficiency  6/15

Energy & Atmosphere  24/38

Materials & Resources  5/14

Indoor Environmental
Quality   9/20

Locations & Linkages  4/10

Awareness & Education  2/3

Innovation & Design  6.5/9

* Out of a possible 130 points
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View more of our press online at

windermereonthelake.com/press

Fair!eld County Home, May 2008

EcoHome magazine, April 2008

USGBC Project Pro!le of Windermere



View more of our press online at

windermereonthelake.com/press

Winner of 7 HOBI Awards

"e Modern Estate, Nov/Dec 2008

At Home Magazine

New Canaan Advertiser, July 2008

CNN, Earth Day Feature Story



WINDERMERE HOUSE TYPES

Cumbria
With its majestic façade of tiered triangles 

and gracious front-facing courtyard, 

the Cumbria House design creates an 

impressive and welcoming first impression. 

The Cumbria House is the most formal 

expression of Arts and Crafts design at 

Windermere. 

Westmorland
Created on a square footprint topped by 

a pyramidal roof, the Westmorland House 

design is the most ample and unique in the 

Windermere community. The Westmorland 

House utilizes its centralized, pyramidal 

form to take advantage of Windermere’s 

beauty in all directions.

Durham
The handsome Durham House design 

features a soaring, arched entryway 

with floor-to-ceiling windows. The entry 

is flanked by a towering stone exterior 

chimney and columned side arcade. The 

stately impression of height and grandeur 

is accentuated by the enclosed, rooftop 

“widow’s walk” and optional landmark 

tower at the front of the house plan.

Greenbrier
The Greenbrier is a traditional shingle style 

home with a deep wraparound porch and a 

versatile floor plan.  The design incorporates 

a convertible study / ground floor bedroom; 

a vaulted great room anchored by a stone-

faced fire place and has four bedrooms 

upstairs.  The design can accommodate an 

optional elevator and enclosed porch with 

outdoor fireplace. 

Lancashire
The Lancashire House design’s homey, 

traditional façade is made even sunnier 

by the numerous dormer windows across 

the second-floor. The Lancashire House is 

a traditional long English cottage sheltered 

under a large, dormered attic.

Hallett
The Hallett is a shingle style home 

reminiscent of the seaside architecture in 

Cape Cod and Newport.  This symmetric 

structure features sweeping roofs, 

a wraparound entry porch and tall 

windows.  Designed with space and energy 

efficiency in mind, this home features a 

vaulted great room, formal study and dining 

areas, and a ground floor master suite that 

overlooks the lake.



PLAN: HABITAT MANAGEMENTPLAN: TYPICAL GARDEN
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!"#$%&"'
North Stamford, Connecticut

!$'( $)*$
74 acres

+"'&',
PUD (Planned Unit Development)

)*-&(*'#*-
24 (3 – 6 bedrooms) 

".%/.&!(&',-
Club house, pool house, dock and gazebo

(*0*!"1*) / /.&!(*)
National Realty & Development Corp.

$)#2&%*#%-
Bartels-Pagliaro Architects
James Schettino Architects

!$'(-#$1* $)#2&%*#%
Simon Johnson

*',&'**)-
Redniss & Mead

DYMAR

  *'0&)"'3*'%$! -#&*'%&-%
Environmental Planning Services

Michael Klemens                          

-.-%$&'$/&!&%4 #"'-.!%$'%-
Steven Winter Associates

,)$12&# $'( 5*/ (*-&,'
TonicGroup

Mark Robbins
President, Windermere on the Lake

www.windermereonthelake.com


