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Common College Interview Mistakes 

  
Here’s a list of common college interview mistakes; don’t make them! 
 
o   Arriving Late – Regardless of who’s interviewing you (Admissions 

Officers, alumni, etc.), punctuality is important. Everyone is busy. If 
you walk in even one minute late, you set a bad tone. In fact, you 
may have even failed the interview before you start.  

o   Being Rude – Bad manner = rude. Shake hands, introduce 
yourself, and make eye contact throughout the interview.  

o   Underdressing – Business casual is typically the most 
appropriate interview wear. You can also wear a suit if you’d like. 
Do not underdress though – no jeans, etc. 

o   Chewing Gum – Many people chew gum to calm their nerves. 
However, spit it out before the interview starts. Gum chewing is 
disrespectful, distracting, and disgusting.  

o   Giving a Prepared Speech – Be yourself and be genuine. Yes, 
you need to practice and show you’ve done your research, but you 
also need to sound sincere. Don’t act like a robot that has 
rehearsed for hours. 

o   Giving Generic Answers – Here’s an example. Q: “Why do you 
want to attend our school?” A: “Your alumni make a lot of money.” 
Be specific and relate back to you! 

o   Talking too Little – Sure, you’re probably going to be nervous. 
But you’re there so the school can get to know you. Sell yourself! 

o   Showing Disinterest – Here are some examples of an applicant 
showing disinterest: “You’re just my back-up school” or “I’m here 
because my parents are making me applying to your school.”  

o   Lying – Just don’t do it.  
 



 
 
 
 

o   Bringing your Parents – This might sound laughable, but you 
wouldn’t believe the number of applicants who bring their parents. 
Show you’re a mature young adult who’s ready to become an 
independent college student.  

o   Not Asking Well-Thought Out Questions – At the end of the 
interview, most interviewers will ask what questions you have. This 
is a time to shine. Have intelligent, well-thought-out questions 
prepared. Remember, this is a two-way street; the school is getting 
to know you, and you’re getting to know the school.  

o   Not Sending a Thank You Note – Always send a thank-you note 
(email is fine) within 24 hours of the interview.  

 
 

Want to Learn More? 
 
For more tips, buy our Book on College Applications. Or work with us 
1:1 and we’ll guide you through comprehensive interview preparation! 
 
 
 
	  


