
Sussex Bird Club Field Trip Report  
Location: Susquehanna County, PA 
Date: June 9-11, 2019 
Time: 7:00 AM – 7:00 PM 
Weather: Variable with heavy rain on Monday 
Leaders: Rob and Carol Blye 
Attendees: Teddy Burke, Nancy Edwards, John and Bonnie Long, Kevin Moore  
 
Sussex Bird Club traveled north to the Blye Cabin in Middletown Township, Susquehanna, PA in search of 
breeding birds. This official SBC trip filled to capacity (cabin only sleeps so many) from word of mouth so it 
was never advertised.  
 
Carol and Rob arrived early to attend Rob’s brother-in-law’s 70th birthday party so they were able to scout 
around for good birds prior to the arrival of five others on Sunday about 3 PM. On the way in to the cabin 
Kevin, John and Bonnie saw a ruffed grouse about 30 yards south of the cabin. All seven of us piled into or in 
the bed of Rob’s pickup truck and drove the dirt road north to the Camp Comfort well pad. We drove slowly 
stopping at hotspots and carefully listening and looking for birds as we drove.. At the first bridge we saw 
several yellow warblers, eastern kingbirds, northern rough-winged swallow and two belted kingfishers, a male 
and a female, one of which entered a hole in the bank of Gaylord Creek. While driving from the first bridge to 
the second bridge, Bonnie spied an owl about 15 feet off the road. We all got great looks at a barred owl, a rare 
sight, although heard fairly often. As we made our way to the second bridge we heard several veery singing and 
saw a flicker. After the bridge John pointed to a brilliant male scarlet tanager singing from the top of a tree and 
we heard and saw a male Baltimore oriole. As we started up the hill another ruffed grouse was walking on the 
side of the road. It disappeared as the photographers tried to get close enough for a shot.  On the gravel road into 
the well pad, we saw a probable eastern wood pewee and heard hermit thrushes singing. Quietly sitting in a tree 
was a fledgling common raven.  
 
Before breakfast on Monday morning, we walked most of the same path as the evening before. We added rose-
breasted grosbeak and blue-winged warbler, among others to the list. After breakfast, we took two cars 10 miles 
to Jessup Township in search of grassland birds. At the top of Hillis Road we saw our first bobolink, a male 
singing from a perch in the unmown grass. Later, we heard, then saw, eastern meadowlarks and more bobolinks. 
After lunch we made our way to Woodbourne, a TNC old growth forest and nature preserve, but the rain was so 
steady and drenching that we never left the vehicles. On the way in we saw one thoroughly soaked hen turkey.  
 
Back at the cabin, the rain stopped at 4 PM and birds became active. In the space of a few minutes we saw a 
pair of rose-breasted grosbeaks, the missing chestnut-sided warbler and a male Baltimore oriole in the cabin 
yard. All the activity woke Rob from his nap. Before dinner we again had cocktail hour where many stories 
were told. Dinner at Tall Pines Players Club and not too early to bed! 
 
Tuesday morning was a walk to the first bridge and Camp Comfort yard where we saw and heard some 36 
species of birds. Highlights were a pair of blue-winged warblers, nests of cedar waxwings, kingbirds and a 
singing male purple finch in the top of a spruce. The group packed up for the ride home having seen some 63 
species of birds (plus the four Carol and Rob saw before the group arrived).  
 
The eBird checklists for our trip are: 
 
https://ebird.org/view/checklist/S57298418 
 
https://ebird.org/view/checklist/S57298456	
	

 
https://ebird.org/view/checklist/S57298547	
	
https://ebird.org/view/checklist/S57298575

https://ebird.org/view/checklist/S57298480 


