Фразеологические единицы современного английского языка с компонентом – цветообозначением (по данным словарей Oxford Idioms Dictionary for Learners of English, Collins COBUILD Dictionary of Idioms, Англо – русский фразеологический словарь А.В. Кунина, ABBYYLingvo)
	Фразеологизм
	Толкование
	Источник
	Стр

	(a) bright spark (Bre, informal, often ironic)
	A lively and intelligent person
	OID 2009
	81

	(as) black as coal (as ink, jet, night, as the ace of spades)
	Very dirty (about hands, face, clothes); completely black
	ERPD 1999 // http://usefulenglish.ru/idioms/idioms-of-comparison
	68

	(as) black as ink (night)
	Very dark (about a house, room, street, night)
	ERPD 1999 / http://usefulenglish.ru/idioms/idioms-of-comparison
	68

	(as) black as jet
	Completely black, jet-black
	ERPD 1999 / http://usefulenglish.ru/idioms/idioms-of-comparison
	68

	(as) black as thunder
	Very gloomy
	ERPD 1999 / http://usefulenglish.ru/idioms/idioms-of-comparison
	68

	(As) bright as a button
	Clever and lively
	OID 2009
	43

	(as) pale as death
	Whitish or ashen appearance, not ruddy or fresh of complexion
	ERPD 1999/ OED v. XI
	344 / 91

	(as) red as a cherry (rose)
	Having or characterized by the colour which appears at the lower or least refracted end of the visible spectrum and is familiar in nature as that of cherry
	ERPD 1999 / OED v. XIII
	376 / 388

	(as) red as a turkey – cock
	Red (about color); red with shame, anger, tension
	ERPD 1999 / http://usefulenglish.ru/idioms/idioms-of-comparison
	377

	(as) red as blood
	Having or characterized by the colour which appears at the lower or least refracted end of the visible spectrum and is familiar in nature as that of blood
	ERPD 1999 / OED v. XIII
	377 / 388

	(as) white as (the driven) snow
	Having the colour of fresh snow
	ERPD 1999 / OALD
	489 / 1741

	(As) white as a sheet/ ghost(informal)
	Very pale in the face, because of illness, fear or shock
	OID 2009
	446

	(as) yellow as a guinea
	Very yellow
	ERPD 1999 / http://www.bookrags.com/tandf/yellow-as-a-guinea-tf/
	500

	(like) a red rag to a bull (BrE)
	Certain to make a particular person very angry or even violent
	OID 2009
	320

	(Man in) grey suits
	People working in politics, law, etc.; who have power but are not known to the public
	OID 2009
	154

	A / the bright spot
	A good or pleasant part of something that is unpleasant or bad in all other ways
	OID 2009
	43

	A bit of blue sky
	Hope
	Lingvo 2008 / http://www.websters-online-dictionary.org/definitions/Blue%20Sky?Cx=partner-pub-0939450753529744%3Av0qd01-tdlq&cof=FORID%3A9&ie=UTF-8&q=Blue%20Sky&sa=Search#906
	 

	A black box
	Something that produces a particular result but you don’t understand how it works
	DI 1997
	45

	A black day (for somebody)
	A day when something sad, unpleasant, disastrous happens (to somebody)
	OID 2009
	30

	A black eye
	An area of dark skin(= a bruise) around the eye caused by an accident, somebody hitting you, etc.
	OID 2009
	30

	A black look
	An angry or disapproving expression on somebody’s face
	OID 2009
	31

	A black mark (against somebody)(BrE)
	Something that somebody has done which makes other people dislike or disapprove of them
	OID 2009
	31

	A black spot
	A place where accidents often happen, especially on the road
	OID 2009
	31

	A black swan
	Something extremely rare
	Lingvo 2008
	 

	A blue print
	A (detailed) plan or scheme; a pattern
	ERPD 1999 / OED v. II
	72 / 329

	A blue stocking
	Woman having or affecting literary tastes; literary or learned
	ERPD 1999 / OED v. II
	72 / 330

	A bolt from the blue
	An event or a piece of news which is sudden and unexpected, a complete surprise
	OID 2009
	36

	A green hand
	Of persons: their powers or capacities immature, raw, untrained, inexperienced
	ERPD 1999 / OED v. VI
	193 / 810

	A green old age
	Outlook on life is fresh and vigorous; in sympathy with the ideas of the young
	ERPD 1999 / http://www.idiomcenter.com/dictionary/green-old-age
	193

	A grey area
	An area of a subject or situation that is not clear or doesn’t fit into a particular group and is therefore difficult to define or deal with
	OID 2009
	154

	A leap in the dark
	Doing something without knowing what consequences will be
	DI 1997
	93

	A purple heart
	A decoration bestowed on a member of the armed services wounded in action
	ERPD 1999 / OED v. XII
	361 / 877

	A purple patch (bookish)
	A brilliant or ornate passage in a literary composition
	Lingvo 2008 / OED v. XII
	875

	A red dog(American)
	A variety of stud poker played with seven cards, the first two and the last one being dealt face down, in which all buried red cards are wild
	Lingvo 2008 / OED v. XIII
	408

	A red face(informal)
	Embarrassment
	OID 2009
	320

	A red herring
	A fact, etc which somebody introduces into a discussion because they want to take people’s attention
	OID 2009
	320

	A red letter day
	A very special day which is remembered because something important or good happened
	OID 2009
	320

	A shot/stab in the dark
	A complete guess
	DI 1997
	93

	A white Christmas
	A Christmas when it snows
	OID 2009
	446

	A white crow
	A person or thing that is extremely rare
	ERPD 1999 / Dolgopolov 2004
	489 / 61

	A white elephant
	A thing that is useless and no longer needed although it may have cost a lot of money
	OID 2009
	446

	A white lie
	A small or harmless lie that you tell to avoid hurting somebody
	OID 2009
	447

	A white man
	A man of honourable character
	Lingvo 2008 / OED v. XX
	280

	A white night(rare)
	Sleepless night
	Lingvo 2008 / OED v. XX
	268

	A white paper
	A government publication presented to parliament and having white covers rather than blue ones
	ERPD 1999 / OED v. XX
	490 / 268

	A whited sepulchre (disapproving)
	A hypocrite, or one whose fair outward semblance conceals inward corruption
	ERPD 1999 / OED v. XIV
	489 / 1009

	A/the black sheep (of the family)
	A person who is different from the rest of their family or another group, and who is considered bad or embarrassing
	OID 2009
	30

	Be free, white and twenty-one (informal)
	To be a free agent
	Lingvo 2008 / OED v. VI
	158

	Be in somebody’s black books
	Be marked down or censured in some way, to have done something that has caused significant disapproval
	Lingvo 2008 / http://www.worldwidewords.org/qa/qa-bla3.htm
	 

	Be not as green as one is cabbage-looking (informal,humorous)
	To be less of a fool than might be assumed
	Lingvo 2008 / OED v. VI
	810

	Be tickled pink
	To be very pleased or amused
	DI 1997
	299

	Between the devil and the deep blue sea
	In a difficult situation where there are two equally unpleasant or unacceptable choices
	DI 1997
	100

	Black (or dark) comedy
	Macabre comedy
	Lingvo 2008 / OED v. II
	239

	Black and blue
	Covered with bruises
	DI 1997
	32

	Black and tan
	A terrier of a breed with a black back and tan markings on face, flanks, and legs
	Lingvo 2008
	 

	Black and white
	(see complex issues) in simple terms of right and wrong
	DI 1997
	32

	Black as hades
	Pitch black
	Lingvo 2008 / http://www.phrases.org.uk/meanings/36500.html
	 

	Black as hell
	Very dark (about a house, room, street, night)
	Lingvo 2008 / http://usefulenglish.ru/idioms/idioms-of-comparison
	 

	Black beast(rare)
	Something especially hated or dreaded; a bugbear.
	Lingvo 2008 / http://www.dictionary.net/b%5Eete+noire
	 

	Black coat(disapproving)
	Clergyman, parson
	Lingvo 2008 / OED v. II
	240

	Black diamond
	Coal
	Lingvo 2008
	 

	Black dog
	Depression or melancholy
	Lingvo 2008
	 

	Black flag
	Pirate flag; flag hoisted above the prison in token of execution
	Lingvo 2008
	 

	Black Friday
	Various historic dates of disastrous events which took place on Friday
	Lingvo 2008 / OED v. VI
	191

	Black frost
	Frost which does not have a white surface
	Lingvo 2008 / http://oxforddictionaries.com/definition/black+frost
	 

	Black gold (informal)
	Petroleum, oil
	Lingvo 2008
	 

	Black gown (American)
	An Indian name for Roman Catholic priest
	Lingvo 2008 / OED v. II
	240

	Black ivory(old-fashioned)
	Black slaves collectively
	Lingvo 2008
	 

	Black letter (book)
	An early, ornate, bold style of type (book typed in that script)
	Lingvo 2008
	 

	Black magic
	Magic involving the supposed invocation of evil spirits for evil purposes
	Lingvo 2008
	 

	Black Maria
	A police vehicle for transporting prisoners
	Lingvo 2008
	 

	Black Monday(slang)
	The first school-day after a vacation
	Lingvo 2008 / OED v. IX
	990

	Black money
	Money not declared for tax purposes
	ERPD 1999 / OED v. I
	69 / 240

	Black or white
	Involving a very clear distinction, without any gradations
	Lingvo 2008 / http://www.answers.com/topic/black-and-white
	 

	Black pot
	1. A beer or ale mug 2) blood sausage
	Lingvo 2008 / http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/black+pot?Show=0&t=1303052921
	 

	Black pudding
	Blood sausage
	Lingvo 2008
	 

	Black radio
	Radio characterized by or connected with the use of black propaganda
	Lingvo 2008 / http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/black
	 

	Black shirt
	A member of the Fasci di combattimento, units of the Fascist organization founded in Italy in Mar., 1919, by Benito Mussolini
	Lingvo 2008 / http://www.encyclopedia.com/searchresults.aspx?Q=black+shirt
	 

	Bleed somebody dry / white(disapproving)
	Take away somebody’s money
	OID 2009
	31

	Blue and white(American, slang)
	A police car
	Lingvo 2008 / http://www.answers.com/topic/blue-and-white-slang
	 

	Blue around the gills(informal)
	Ill; nauseated
	Lingvo 2008 / http://dictionary.reference.com/slang/green+around+the+gills
	 

	Blue blood
	That which flows in the veins of old and aristocratic families
	ERPD 1999 / OED v. II
	71 / 303

	Blue book
	An official book listing government officials
	Lingvo 2008
	 

	Blue chips
	A share considered to be a fairly reliable investment, though less secure than gilt-edged; hence any reliable enterprise
	ERPD 1999 / OED v. II
	71 / 327

	Blue collar
	A manual worker, normally one working on the shop floor, as opposed to an office worker
	Lingvo 2008
	 

	Blue devils
	A fit of depression or melancholy
	Lingvo 2008
	 

	Blue fear (informal)
	Extreme nervousness, tremulous dread
	Lingvo 2008 / OED v. II
	323

	Blue funk(informal)
	A state of great terror or loss of nerve
	Lingvo 2008
	 

	Blue in the face
	Livid with effort, excitement, etc.
	Lingvo 2008 / OED v. II
	323

	Blue law(American)
	A law prohibiting certain activities, such as shopping, on a Sunday
	Lingvo 2008
	 

	Blue movie (informal)
	Film having sexual or pornographic content
	Lingvo 2008
	 

	Blue noses(American, informal)
	Canadians, esp. Nova Scotian
	Lingvo 2008 / OED v. II
	329

	Blue plate
	Restaurant meal consisting of a full main course ordered as a single menu item
	Lingvo 2008
	 

	Blue ribbon army
	The association of total abstainers
	Lingvo 2008 / OED v. II
	329

	Blue ruin (rare)
	Utter ruin
	Lingvo 2008 / http://www.websters-online-dictionary.org/definitions/blue+ruin?Cx=partner-pub-0939450753529744%3Av0qd01-tdlq&cof=FORID%3A9&ie=UTF-8&q=blue+ruin&sa=Search#922
	 

	Blue water
	Open sea
	Lingvo 2008
	 

	Bright and early (BrE)
	Early in the morning
	OID 2009
	42

	Bright-eyed and bushy-tailed
	Lively, keen and full of energy
	DI 1997
	50

	Brown as a berry
	Very tanned because they have been out in the sun
	DI 1997
	51

	Brown bagging(American)
	The practice of bringing one's own packed lunch to work
	Lingvo 2008
	 

	Brown Betty (American)
	A baked pudding made with apples or other fruit and breadcrumbs
	Lingvo 2008
	 

	Brown Shirt
	A member of any fascist party or group
	Lingvo 2008
	 

	Burn with a low blue flame (American, slang)
	To be quietly and intensely angry
	Lingvo 2008 / http://idioms.thefreedictionary.com/flame
	 

	By all that's blue (rare,informal)
	Decidedly!
A Dictionary of Slang and Unconventional English 102
	Lingvo 2008
	 

	Catch somebody red-handed
	Find somebody while they are doing something wrong, committing a crime
	OID 2009
	54

	Dark horse
	A competitor in a race or contest about whom little is known; an unknown
	Lingvo 2008
	 

	Drink till all's blue
	Being widely drunk
	Lingvo 2008 / http://wenku.baidu.com/view/b533d35f804d2b160b4ec019.html
	 

	Every bean has its black(rare, proverb)
	Everyone has his faults
	Lingvo 2008 / http://www.soupsong.com/fbeans.html
	 

	Fire into the brown
	Fire, or launch a missile, indiscriminately into a mass
	Lingvo 2008 / OED
	v. II 593

	Give somebody/ get the green light
	Allow somebody/be allowed to begin something
	OID 2009
	154

	Give someone a black eye
	Punish severely for something one has done, but without causing him permanent harm
	DI 1997
	126

	Green about the gills(informal)
	Looking or feeling as if you’re going to be sick, especially at sea; seasick
	OID 2009
	154

	Green as grass
	Inexperienced and naive
	DI 1997
	170

	Green fingers(BrE; AmEgreen thumb)
	Good at making plants grow
	OID 2009
	154

	Green goods
	Vegetables and fruit, greengroceries
	Lingvo 2008 / OED v. VI
	811

	Green room
	A room in a theatre provided for the accommodation of actors and actresses when not required on the stage
	ERPD 1999 / OED v. VI
	193 / 819

	Green stuff (informal)
	Green vegetables
	Lingvo 2008 / OED v. VI
	811

	Green with envy
	Very jealous
	DI 1997
	170

	Greener pastures
	A new and better situation
	DI 1997
	290

	Grey cells
	The grey-coloured matter of which the active part of the brain is composed
	ERPD 1999 / OED v. VI
	193 / 827

	Grey matter(informal)
	Intelligence or mental powers
	OID 2009
	154

	Have blue / pink fit
	Be very angry
	OID 2009
	129

	Hoist (run up or show) the white flag
	To show a flag of a white colour displayed in token of peaceful or friendly intention, desire for parley or surrender
	ERPD 1999 / OED v. XI
	200 / 267 v. XX

	In a brown study
	Thinking deeply so that you do not notice what is happening around you
	ERPD 1999 / OALD
	236 / 190

	In black and white
	Having a written proof
	DI 1997
	32

	In the black
	Not owing anyone any money
	DI 1997
	32

	In the dark
	Knowing nothing about something
	DI 1997
	93

	In the pink(old-fashioned)
	In good health
	DI 1997
	299

	Into the wild/wide blue yonder
	To a faraway place which is unfamiliar and mysterious
	DI 1997
	432

	Keep it/something dark (from somebody) (BrE, informal)
	Keep something secret
	OID 2009
	43

	Like a blue-arsed fly
	Very quickly without having much control
	DI 1997
	151

	Like blue murder(informal)
	At top speed
	Lingvo 2008 / http://www.thefreedictionary.com/like+blue+murder
	 

	Little black book (informal, especially American)
	Dating guides, listing people who the owner has dated in the past or hopes to in the future
	Lingvo 2008 / http://www.answers.com/topic/address-book
	 

	Look black
	Show no signs of hope or improvement
	OID 2009
	31

	Look on the bright side
	Be cheerful or hopeful about a bad situation, for ex. By thinking only of the advantages and not the disadvantages
	OID 2009
	43

	Mark a day with a white stone (rare)
	Regard as specially fortunate or happy
	Lingvo 2008 / http://www.encyclopedia.com/topic/white.aspx
	 

	Neither fish, flesh (fowl), nor good red herring (disapproving)
	Neither one thing nor another; without the particular qualities (or merits) of either
	ERPD 1999 / OED v. V
	312 / 963

	Not as black as you are painted
	Not as bad as people say you are
	DI 1997
	33

	Not have a red cent
	Have no money at all
	OID 2009
	320

	Of the blackest dye
	Of the most extreme or the worst sort
	Lingvo 2008 / http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/dye
	 

	On red alert
	Prepared for an emergency or for something dangerous to happen
	OID 2009
	320

	Once in a blue moon
	Very rare
	DI 1997
	265

	Out of a clear blue sky
	Completely unexpectedly
	DI 1997
	355

	Out of the blue
	Unexpectedly
	DI 1997
	37

	Paint a black picture (of something)
	To represent as evil or wicked
	ERPD 1999 / OED
	343 / 70

	Paint a rosy picture
	To make something appear to be very good and perhaps better than it really is
	ERPD 1999 / OALD
	343 / 1323

	Paint something in black colors
	To represent as evil or wicked
	ERPD 1999 / OED v. XI
	344 / 70

	Paint the town red
	Go out and enjoy oneself
	DI 1997
	399

	Prove that black is white
	To say the opposite of what is really true
	Lingvo 2008
	 

	Put on a white sheet
	Repent in public
	Lingvo 2008 / http://www.usingenglish.com/forum/ask-teacher/122632-put-white-sheet-repent-public.html
	 

	Put up a black (slang)
	To make a blunder
	Lingvo 2008 / OED v. II
	243

	Red (scarlet) hat
	Cardinal, cardinal’s hat
	Lingvo 2008
	 

	Red as a beetroot/ red as a beet
	Having a very red face because of the heat or embarrassment
	DI 1997
	320

	Red in tooth and claw
	Involving opposition or competition that is violent and without pity
	OID 2009
	320

	Red ink(business)
	Debts, losses or money that is owed
	OID 2009
	320

	Red lane (informal)
	Throat
	Lingvo 2008 / Http://www.wordnik.com/words/lane
	 

	Red meat
	Meat that is red when raw, for example beef or lamb
	Lingvo 2008
	 

	Red tape(disapproving)
	Official rules that seem more complicated than necessary and prevent things from being done quickly
	OID 2009
	320

	Red-light district
	A part of a city where prostitutes work and sex shops are found
	OID 2009
	321

	Reds under beds
	An ironic allusion to the obsession some people have that there are reds (communists) everywhere plotting violent revolution
	Lingvo 2008 / http://www.usingenglish.com/reference/idioms/reds+under+the+bed.html
	 

	Roll out the red carpet for somebody
	To give someone treatment befitting royalty
	Lingvo 2008 / http://idioms.thefreedictionary.com/carpet
	 

	Rose-tinted spectacles/ rose- colored glasses
	Notice only the good things about something; unrealistic view
	DI 1997
	328

	Scream blue murder
	To scream loudly and for a long time, especially in order to protest about something
	DI 1997
	268

	See pink elephants(informal)
	See things that are not really there, because you’re drunk
	OID 2009
	291

	See red(informal)
	Suddenly become very angry
	OID 2009
	320

	See the red light
	See a sign of danger, a warning; a signal to pause or desist in some course of action or thought
	Lingvo 2008 / OED v. XIII
	420

	See through blue glasses
	To see things in a preconceived, usually distorted light; to be biased, to be unable to see things for what they are
	Lingvo 2008 / http://www.thefreedictionary.com/prejudice
	 

	Show the white feather
	To perceive, show signs of cowardice
	ERPD 1999 / OED v. V
	406 / 785

	Talk a blue streak
	Talk a lot and very fast
	DI 1997
	373

	The (old) gentleman in black(humorous)
	The Devil
	Lingvo 2008 / OED v. VI
	452

	The black bottle(American, informal)
	A bottle from which according to folklore a dose of poison is administered to unwanted patients in hospitals
	Lingvo 2008 / http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/black%2Bbottle
	 

	The black dog is on one's back (have the black dog on one's back)
	Trouble, despondency and the like
	Lingvo 2008 / http://www.kellscraft.com/treasureislandnotes.html
	 

	The Black Hole
	The punishment cell or lock-up in barracks; the guard-room
	Lingvo 2008 / OED v. II
	248

	The black man
	Evil spirit; the evil one, the devil
	Lingvo 2008 / OED v. II
	250

	The black market
	An illegal form of trade in which foreign money or goods that are difficult to obtain, are bought and sold
	OID 2009
	31

	The Blue and the Gray
	The armies of the North and the South, respectively, during the Civil War, derived from the fact that the Union Army wore blue uniforms, while the Confederates wore gray
	Lingvo 2008 / http://www.encyclopedia.com/doc/1G2-3401800489.html
	 

	The boys in blue (old-fashioned, informal or humorous)
	Police officers
	OID 2009
	40

	The bright lights(informal)
	A big city seen as a centre of entertainment
	OID 2009
	43

	The dark blues (Oxford blues)
	Oxford men in athletic contests
	Lingvo 2008 / OED v. II
	326

	The grass is (always) greener on the other side (of the fence)
	Said about people who never seem happy with what they have and always think that other people have a better situation than they have
	OID 2009
	153

	The green-eyed monster(humorous)
	A feeling of anger or unhappiness because somebody you like or love is showing interest to somebody else; jealousy
	OID 2009
	154

	The light blues (Cambridge blues)
	Cambridge men in athletic contests
	Lingvo 2008 / OED v. II
	326

	The pot calling the kettle black
	Someone with a particular fault accusing someone else of having the same fault
	DI 1997
	306

	The Red book
	The title given to any of various official books of economic or political significance
	Lingvo 2008
	 

	The red carpet
	A very special welcome given to an important visitors
	OID 2009
	320

	The red cock will crow in his house
	His house will be set on fire
	Lingvo 2008 / http://www.bartleby.com/81/14144.html
	 

	The red, white and blue
	English national flag
	Lingvo 2008 / http://www.oppapers.com/subjects/phraseological-units-or-idiom-page1.html
	 

	The rub of the green
	Good luck in an activity or sport
	DI 1997
	330

	The white house
	A popular name for the official residence of the president of the U.S. at Washington, D.C.
	ERPD 1999 / OED v. XX
	489 / 277

	The yellow pages
	An index on yellow paper; the classified section of or supplement to a telephone directory, listing firms, products, and services
	ERPD 1999 / OED v. XX
	500 / 719

	The yellow press
	Newspapers of a recklessly or unscrupulously sensational character
	ERPD 1999 / OED v. XX
	501 / 718

	Things look black
	Portending trouble
	Lingvo 2008 / http://www.albinoblacksheep.com/text/meaning
	 

	Till all is blue
	Said of the effect of drinking on the eyesight
	Lingvo 2008 / OED v. II
	326

	Turn pink
	Blush
	Lingvo 2008
	 

	Two blacks do not make a white
	One injury or instance of wrongdoing does not justify another
	Lingvo 2008 / http://www.encyclopedia.com/topic/two.aspx
	 

	Until you are blue in the face
	However long or however hard you try you will still fail
	DI 1997
	134

	Whistle in the dark
	To try not to show that one is afraid or to try to convince oneself that a situation is not as bed as it seems
	DI 1997
	93

	White caps (horses)
	A white-capped or crested wave; a breaker
	ERPD 1999 / OED v. XX
	489 / 274

	White fury
	A state of intense mental or physical strain, emotion, or activity
	Lingvo 2008
	 

	White hope(informal)
	Person expected to bring much success to a group or organization
	Lingvo 2008
	 

	White magic
	Magic with the help of angels, divine powers
	Lingvo 2008
	 

	White meat
	Pale meat such as poultry, veal, and rabbit.
	Lingvo 2008
	 

	White slavery
	1) Arab slave trade; 2) enforced prostitution
	Lingvo 2008 / http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/White_slavery
	 

	Whiter than white
	Honest and moral
	DI 1997
	420

	Yellow alert (warning)(military)
	An instruction to be prepared for or an initial state of readiness to cope with an emergency
	Lingvo 2008/ OED v. XX
	719

	Yellow dog(American,informal)
	A contemptible or cowardly person
	Lingvo 2008
	 

	Your, somebody’s, etc blue-eyed boy (informal, usually disapproving)
	The favorite, especially of a person in authority; a person that somebody thinks is perfect
	OID 2009
	35



