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The term ‘Anglo-Gallic’ appears to have been first used by Ducarel1 in the 18th century to 

describe the coins struck by the kings of England and their family in the domains held by them 

in France. These domains were not part of the kingdom of England, but were the personal fiefs 

of the Plantagenet family, held as vassals of the king of France. Later, after Henry V’s conquest 

of northern France and his marriage to the daughter of the king of France, they were held by 

royal right.  

                

             Henry II - Denier of Aquitaine                                Henry II - Obole of Aquitaine 

Henry II, a great grandson of William the Conqueror, became Duke of Aquitaine by right of 

his wife Eleanor, daughter of Duke William X, and the title and rights remained with the 

Plantagenet family by virtue of an unbroken male line of succession from 1152 to 1453. The 

reluctance of the English kings to pay homage to the King of France frequently prompted them 

to cede their French domains to their sons. Henry II was the first to do so – to his son Richard 

(the Lion Heart).  

              

                   Richard I - Denier of Aquitaine                       Richard I - Obole of Aquitaine 

The coins issued were part of the French series of coins. Those struck in Aquitaine, Poitou and 

Ponthieu, prior to the loss of Aquitaine, are French feudal coins; those issued by Henry V as 

heir and by Henry VI as King of France are French regal coins.    

Early coins minted by Henry II for Aquitaine, and by Richard for Aquitaine, Poitou and 

Issoudun, were Deniers and Oboles. There is also an unusual Denier attributed to Eleanor of 

                                                           
1 Andrew C. Ducarel, Series of Above Two Hundred Anglo-gallic or Norman and Aquitain Coins, Printed for the 
Author and sold by E. Withers and J. Scott, London, 1757 
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Aquitaine. It is interesting to note the Anglo-Gallic coins are the only coins issued by Richard 

that bore his name – the English series did not. Immobilised deniers of Richard were probably 

struck during John’s reign and into the reign of his son Henry III.  

            

                     Richard I - Denier of Poitou                             Richard I - Obole of Poitou 

 

Denier of Eleanor 

Henry III passed his territories in France to his son The Lord Edward (later Edward I). During 

his father’s lifetime Edward issued Deniers and Oboles as ‘FILIVS HENRICI’. After his 

succession to the English throne this was altered to ‘EDWARDVS REX’.  

       

         Edward as Duke - Denier of Aquitaine             Edward I as King - Denier of Aquitaine 

     

             Edward I - Denier Long Cross                             Edward I - Denier of Bordeaux 

As well as issuing coins for Aquitaine, Edward I, Edward II and Edward III all struck coins 

for the county of Ponthieu, by right of Eleanor of Castile, first wife of Edward I. 
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.  

                                                   Edward I - Denier of Ponthieu  

Edward I ceded Ponthieu to his son Edward II who also inherited the rights to Aquitaine on the 

death of his father. Following his marriage to Isabella of France, Edward II paid homage for 

Aquitaine to his father-in-law Philip IV. He also introduced the first larger denomination coin 

for Aquitaine, a Maille Blanche, using the Chatel Tournois design similar to that of the French 

coinage. For some reason the commonest type bore the title of ‘Lord of Ireland’.  

 

Edward II - Maille Hibernia 

 

                                                     Edward II - Denier Couronne 

The Hundred Years’ War began when Edward III claimed the throne of France by the right of 

descent of his mother Isabella, the eldest surviving child of Philip IV. During Edward III’s 

reign, the coinage of Aquitaine mirrored that of France in variety of types, weight and fineness, 

reflecting the political and economic instability of the time, yet retaining a distinctive Aquitaine 

identity. This was by the use of the leopard, a feature on the Plantagenet coins in France for 

nearly 100 years, and castellated towers on the chatels.  

The use of gold for coins had spread to northern Europe from Italy, and the minting of a series 

of gold coins for Aquitaine is a spectacular and important feature of the coinage of Edward III. 

The first gold coin produced was the Florin, a coin which had circulated widely for some years. 

This was followed by an imitation of the Écu d’Or of Philip VI of France, progressing to the 
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very distinctive Leopard d’Or, of similar weight to the Écu, and the Guyennois d’Or. These 

latter two coins had very striking new designs.  

  

Edward III - Leopard of Aquitaine 

The silver coinage of Edward III for Aquitaine was extensive, with the introduction of larger 

denomination coins such as the Gros and Demi-Gros. There were many different types and 

designs, at least 34, combined with a large series of distinctive ‘privy’ marks. The meaning and 

sequence of these are not fully understood, and much research is still required on this 

complicated series. 

    

     

    

Selection of Edward III Gros 



 

THE NUMISMATIC SOCIETY OF IRELAND NORTHERN BRANCH 2018 5 

  

Edward III – Demi-Gros & Sterling Guyennois 

In 1360 Edward gained full sovereignty over Aquitaine following the Treaty of Bretigny-

Calais. Styling himself as Lord of Aquitaine, he used the title on the Guyennois issue, a good 

quality silver coinage with half length profile portraits, similar in weight and reverse design to 

the English coinage. ‘Black’ or base coins were also struck, similar to the Doubles and Deniers 

struck by the French, but featuring leopards. 

.  

                                                                 Edward III – Deniers 

During Edward III’s reign a series of coins of similar types and weights to those of Aquitaine 

was struck at Bergerac by Edward’s second cousin Henry, Earl (later Duke) of Lancaster, with 

his name and titles on the obverse and the mint name on the reverse.  

 

Gros of Henry of Lancaster from Bergerac 

There are two coins attributed to Edward III, bearing the Aquitaine title, which are somewhat 

of a mystery. They are the Sterling and Demi-Sterling with a three-quarter facing bust. Of 

comparable weight and fineness to the English Penny and Halfpenny they have no resemblance 

to the coinage circulating in France between 1330 and 1370 and none have been found in hoards 

in France. There are no references to them in Mint account records. They have been found in 

hoards in England, Scotland, the Low Countries and Germany where Sterlings circulated 

widely and may have been struck to pay for Edward’s campaigns in Flanders. They are of high 

quality both in design and fineness and most likely struck in London or using dies made there. 
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                                      Edward III – Sterling                       Edward III - Demi- Sterling 

As was by now standard practice, Edward III ceded the much-expanded territories in France to 

his son Edward of Woodstock, the Prince of Wales. He was also created Prince of Aquitaine 

in 1362. The Black Prince, as he is known, continued with the Guyennois coinage of his father, 

initially striking the Leopard d’Or and Guyennois d’Or in gold and the Gros, Demi-Gros and 

Sterling in silver. Later he struck some very handsome gold coins, the Chaise d’Or and the 

Pavillon d’Or, and finally a reformed coinage comprising the Hardi d’Or and the Hardi 

d’Argent. Coins of the Black Prince were struck at many mints throughout Aquitaine. The 

mints can be distinguished by a series of marks, using mostly the initial letter of the mint where 

they were struck.  

 

                      Prince Edward - Pavillon d’Or                                   Prince Edward - Gros 

           

                                   Prince Edward - Demi Gros                                            Sterling 

                         

                               Prince Edward - Hardi d’Argent                                       Denier 

After the death of the Black Prince, followed soon by that of Edward III, the territories in 

France passed to Richard II (of Bordeaux), Prince Edward’s young son. The coinage continued 
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in Richard’s name with similar types to that of his father – the gold Hardi and Demi-Hardi, the 

silver Double Hardi and Hardi, and a base Denier.  

 

Richard II – Demi-Hardi d’Or 

               

                    Richard II – Hardi d’Argent                                   Richard II - Denier 

On the deposition and death of Richard, Henry IV continued to strike coins of the Hardi type, 

both Double Hardi and Hardi in silver, base deniers and a very rare gold Hardi. There are a 

large number of varieties of Hardi. This would indicate that these coins probably continued to 

be struck for Aquitaine through the reigns of Henry IV, Henry V and Henry VI, perhaps until 

the final loss of Aquitaine in 1453.  

         

Henry IV,V,VI   Double Hardi d’Argent                                        Hardi d’Argent 

An intriguing feature on some of the coins struck with Henry’s name is the inclusion of a branch 

of broom in two quarters of the reverse on the Double Hardi, the Hardi and on obverse of the 

Denier. The broom ‘Planta Genista’ was the badge or favour worn by Geoffey of Anjou and 

from which the family name Plantagenet was derived. This affirmed to the very end a 

continuing right to their possessions in France.  
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Denier au Gênet 

The Aquitaine possessions had diminished considerably during the minority of Richard II, and 

a truce was made when Richard married Isabel, daughter of Charles VI of France. But Henry 

V revived the old claim to the throne of France, taking advantage of the weakness of Charles 

VI and the deep factional division of the French aristocracy. He invaded Normandy and 

conquered large parts of northern France, his success being sealed by marriage to Katherine, 

Charles’s daughter, and his recognition as heir to the French throne.  

     

Henry V                   Florette                                                                    Niquet 

Though his coins were initially struck in Normandy, Henry V only used the titles of King of 

England and of the French. After the Treaty of Troyes and his marriage he styled himself Heir 

to France. His coins closely followed the weight, fineness and design of the French coinage, 

and included gold, silver and base coins. Among the coins issued in this short but complex 

period were the Agnel d’Or, Florette, Guénar, Manois, Niquet and the Denier.  

On Henry V’s death, followed a few weeks later by that of Charles VI, Henry’s infant son 

became Henry VI, King of England and France, as well as Duke of Aquitaine. Within months 

the coinage was reorganised with the introduction of the Grand Blanc au Écu, the Petit Blanc 

and the Trésin in silver, followed by gold coins – the Salut d’Or and the Angelot. A series of 

base coins was also struck including both Denier Parisis and Denier Tournois. These coins 

were minted in towns which recognised Henry as king, and are identified by an interesting 

series of pictorial mint marks. As Henry lost support and territory the mints gradually closed, 

and finally in 1450 what remained of the English kingdom in France was lost. Despite almost 

continuous conflict the coinage remained surprisingly stable with no change in fineness or 

design.  
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                                                            Henry VI - Salut d’or 

 

                                  Henry VI - Grand Blanc                        Henry VI - Petit Blanc 

 

 

Henry VI –           Denier Parisis                        Denier Tournois                  Obole Tournois 

For over 300 years the Plantagenet family fortunes in their French territories had ebbed and 

flowed, depending on the abilities of the king or prince who governed them. During this period, 

however, the coinage always remained very much French in character and design.  

 


