BANS Autumn Conference - Shrewsbury - September 2017
Now firmly established on the BANS calendar, the Autumn Weekend this year proved to be
extremely popular with over 60 delegates attending.
As usual some of our members made the journey to Shrewsbury. On the 8th of September
Gary Robinson and Alan Dunlop travelled from Belfast and John Rainey joined them later on
in the evening. The flight from Belfast to Birmingham followed by a rail link to Shrewsbury
meant that the overall journey took approximately 3 hours. Arriving before lunch enabled us
to book in quickly and take advantage of the good weather to do some sightseeing.
Shrewsbury is situated on high ground and is almost completely surrounded by the river
Severn. There are literally hundreds of listed buildings in the town ranging from Medieval to
Edwardian. The Lion Hotel where the conference was held is situated near the center of the
town and the street that it is on leads down to the English Bridge heading east over the
Severn. After a short walk to the bridge we arrived at a footpath along the river bank providing
stunning view of Shrewsbury School one of England’s leading public schools.

On the other side of the bridge is Shrewsbury Abbey which was founded in 1083 by Rodger
de Montgomery on the site of a Saxon church. Much reduced in size, after the dissolution of
the monasteries by Henry VIII, the main body and tower remain in use today as a parish
church. An unusual claim to fame for the abbey is that it is the setting for ‘The Cadfael
Mysteries’ a series of novels by Ellis Peters about a Medieval monk and his adventures solving
murders during ’The Anarchy’ the civil war between King Stephen and The Empress Matilda
between 1135-1145. The tales were made into a television series starring Derek Jacobi. This
was a period during which Shrewsbury was the center of much fighting and violence, 100
captives were said to have been hung from the battlements of the castle by Stephen.
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Unfortunately the abbey was closed, as it depends on volunteers to man it, and therefore we
were only able to view from the outside. However Gary returned on Sunday and was able to
attend a choral service, much to his delight.
The weekend’s talks began with a very appropriate lecture by Joe Bispham, sponsored by
CNG/ Seabys ‘Pennies of Stephen, an historical witness to a troubled reign’
As usual Joe entertained us with anecdotes and great details about a series which he has been
studying and collecting for more than 50 years. He described both the regal and baronial
issues and gave details of some of the most recent hoards and their importance both
historically and numismatically.
This was followed by dinner and the usual informal get together, meeting old friends and
making new ones.
Bright and early on Saturday morning the lectures began with a review of ‘The Ironbridge
Gorge Trust’ by Anna Brennand, the Trust C.E.O. Outlining the history and development of
Colebrooke Dale and Ironbridge as the birthplace of the Industrial Revolution, Anna focused
on current projects and how they would enhance the visitors’ experience of the site.
Next on the agenda Chris Shaw introduced us to the 3 Kreuzer Groschen, a prime silver coin
struck by the Hapsburg Dynasty from 1530’s first in their Austrian heartland and then
throughout the Holy Roman Empire as their power and influence grew. The coins were struck
by many duchies, principalities and cities and displayed a vast array of coats of arms providing
endless varieties. This was a very enlightening lecture illustrating the complexity of the Holy
Roman Empire and the dynastic ties which held it together.
After the coffee break Murray Andrews led us into the use of tokens and their production in
the small towns and villages in England during the 17th century and in particular Tenbury in
the West midlands. Though less well documented than the London series tokens played an
important role in the commercial life of rural areas were the bulk of the population still lived.
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This snapshot of Tenbury at this period gave us an idea of the use and function of the token
in this type of economy.
On then to Joe Cribb navigating us through the mysteries, to most of us, but none the less
dazzling coinages produced in the Islamic world. From the establishment of the Caliphates
and the expansion of Islam to stretch from Spain to Indonesia the use of various designs and
scripts makes the coins part of the movement which developed in tandem with the decorative
arts we recognise as defining Islamic culture.
This brought the morning session to an end, and so to lunch.
After lunch we were free to enjoy the sights of Shrewsbury. We decided to go to the castle,
where else? The castle dates form 1087 when William the Conqueror ordered its
construction. The motte is still inside the walls of the bailey and is now topped by a rather
exotic gazebo. The stone castle dates from the 12th century and much work was carried out
by Edward I towards the end of the 13th century to support of his Welsh campaigns. Built of
red sandstone the castle was re-modelled in the late 16th century when the then ruined castle
was converted to a private residence.

Having seen much turbulence during the middle-ages and again in the Civil war, the castle is
now the home of The Shropshire Regimental Museum. The museum covers the history of the
regiments formed in Shropshire from 1755 to the present day. It is full and a vast array of
exhibits and excellent of displays with plenty of narrative to help the visitor. This was all
helped by a very friendly staff keen to explain and discuss the various items. We could have
spent much more time learning about exploits in the American War of Independence, the
Napoleonic Wars and nearly every war since. For the numismatist the displays of medals was
outstanding.
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On our way back to the hotel our attention was drawn to a plaque on a wall announcing that
we were at the site of some gruesome events in Shrewsbury’s past. That is, the place where
the last Welsh Prince of Wales Dyffed III was executed and the body of Harry Hotspur was
crushed and quartered after his death in the battle of Shrewsbury during his rebellion against
Henry IV in 1405.

Requiring refreshment to recover from this we found ourselves in the Guild House of the
Medieval Drapers Guild it was built in the mid-16th century and is now a restaurant and bar.
Finally we returned to the hotel in time for an excellent dinner and time to reflect on the day’s
events and talk coins. After the dinner the luck of the Irish came to the fore during the ballot,
the prizes being numismatic books and some coins from The Royal Mint. The evening was
rounded off in the usual convivial way, the writer taking the opportunity to indulge him-self
to the full with a viewing of Joe Bispham’s fantastic collection of Stephen pennies.
Sunday morning, again bright and early, we were treated to a most interesting insight to the
early medieval mint in Shrewsbury. The speaker was Martin Allen, one of Cambridge’s most
respected and prolific numismatists, who specialises in medieval coinage. He is Assistant
Keeper of the Fitzwilliam Collection at Cambridge.
The Shrewsbury mint had 4 moneyers in 1066 however this had dropped to 3 by the time of
the Doomsday Book in 1086. Never a large mint, it underwent some periods of inactivity until
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1194 when it was used to coin silver from Welsh mines and up until Johns re-coinage in 1205.
It closed but was reopened for a final time to take part in Henry III’s Long Cross coinage issue
1249-50. Some discussion then took place regarding the site of the mint and whether it was
still identifiable.
The Portable Antiques Scheme (PAS) was the subject for Peter Reavill the Finds Liaison Officer
for Herefordshire. Peter described some of the many thousands of finds he had handled
during his time with the PAS and specially the coins. He emphasized the importance of the
scheme and the contribution the collation data and information on the provenance of the
finds was to the historian. He went on to describe some of the more important finds reported
and how they were dealt with. These ranged from a hoard of Roman coins found in
Shrewsbury to the recent much publicised ‘Piano’ hoard of sovereigns. What a pity it is that a
scheme of this type is not replicated in Ireland both North and South. Who knows what
important information has been lost.
After coffee Steve Bentley treated us to an enthralling talk on what coins can tell us about
history. Using as his guide to history the ‘shilling’ and the insight it can provide us with about
some of the events which influenced its design. From the re-establishment of a ‘fine’ silver
coinage of Elizabeth I, the first milled coinage, James I’s coat of arms, through the Civil War
and the Glorious Revolution. Then on into the 18th century with silver from Vigo of Anne, the
South Sea Company of George I, the Lima issue of George II to the Northumberland and
Dorrien Magens shillings of George III Steve managed to usher us through over 200 years of
history.
The final speaker was David Holt a member of the South Manchester Society and we are
pleased to say he has family connections in Northern Ireland.
David’s subject was ‘Thomas Bushell’ this was a tale of adventure and misadventure ranging
from high position to bankruptcy and back again. Starting at a young age in the service of Sir
Francis Bacon, his potential was recognised. When Bacon was appointed Lord Chancellor he
accompanied him to court. During this period he received instruction from Bacon regarding
the extraction of minerals. After Bacon’s fall from grace he became somewhat of a recluse.
He first moved to the Isle of White and from there to a hut on the Calf of Man. On his return
to England he found favour with Charles I and his Queen Henrietta thanks to one of his
schemes. Through this influence he obtained a lease to some flooded silver mines in south
Wales and with his specialist knowledge managed to recover them. He then established the
mint at Aberystwyth, where he became warden, supplying coin for the king. He provided
financial support for the king during the Civil War and at one stage was in charge of the
defence of Lundy. As the war continued he established a mint at Shrewsbury and produced
coinage there for the Charles I. After the war on giving securities for good behaviour to Oliver
Cromwell he was re-granted the leases to the mines.
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This was a thoroughly fascinating story of a truly remarkable man who was over 80 when he
died in 1674.
On this wonderful note the conference came to a close. We all headed home in the knowledge
that we would be back to Shrewsbury next year for the Autumn Weekend 2018.
S.A.D. - 29th Sept. 2017
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