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The halfcrown as a denomination has been 

valued at two shillings and sixpence throughout 

its lifetime. The first halfcrown was minted in 

1526 during the reign of Henry VIII. This was a 

gold coin, struck in what was known as crown 

gold, a standard of only 22 carats compared to 

the normal standard of 23 carats 3½ grains. 

These gold halfcrowns continued to be minted 

right down to the reign of James I, concurrent 

with a silver halfcrown introduced under 

Edward VI. This article will deal solely with the silver halfcrowns.  

 

The coinage had been heavily debased by 

Henry VIII, and this debased coinage continued 

in the early part of Edward VI's reign. 

Economically these were troubled times, and 

during Edward's short reign the price of goods 

more than doubled, while wages only increased 

by half. However, in 1551 the Exchequer had 

sufficient funds available to embark upon a 

new coinage of 11oz 1dwt fineness, almost 

restored to the old sterling standard. The advent 

of this fine silver coinage coincided with the appointment of Derick Anthony as chief 

engraver at the Tower Mint. Of the six denominations, four were entirely new - crown, 

halfcrown, sixpence and threepence - and all the designs marked a radical departure from 

previous types. 

 

Large silver coins had been circulating in 

Europe for decades, and an attempt was made 

to bring England into line. The crown and 

halfcrown were closely modelled on the 

guldengroschen of the Tirol of 1486.  

 

 

  

Henry VIII – Gold Halfcrown

Edward VI

Guldengroschen – Tirol - 1486
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Edward's halfcrowns depict the king in armour 

holding an unsheathed sword and seated on a 

richly caparisoned horse, the date 1551, 1552 or 

1553 being shown below in Arabic numerals 

for the first time. Some previous coins of 

Edward had the date in Roman numerals. The 

inscription is Edward VI DG AGL FRA Z HIB 

REX. The king's claim to France is interesting, 

dating back to the reign of Edward III. The 

halfcrown is known with three different 

obverses, all struck at the Tower - a walking horse with a plumed crest (dated 1551 with 

mintmark y standing for the mintmaster Sir John Yorke), a galloping horse (without plumes, 

mintmark tun, dated 1551-3), and a large walking horse (without plumes, mintmark tun, 

dated 1553). The reverse is rather simple with its plain shield and forked cross; two quarters 

of the coat of arms contain the lions (or leopards) of England and two the fleur-de-lys of 

France. The motto had made its debut on the coins of Edward III. (POSUI DEUM 

ADIUTOREM MEUM - I have made God my helper).  

 

No halfcrowns were minted by Mary, nor 

indeed by Elizabeth for most of her reign.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They appeared again in 1601 with a mature 

portrait of Elizabeth wearing a jewelled 

headdress topped by a crown, set off by a high 

ruff and quilted shoulder of her gown. She 

holds an orb and sceptre. The inscription is 

ELIZABETH DG ANG FRA ET HIBER 

REGINA. Unlike the Edward VI coin, 

Elizabeth's halfcrowns are undated.  However, 

the mintmark is either 1, standing for 1601, or 

the much scarcer 2 (for 1602). The reverse is 

similar to that of Edward, but the coat of arms is more elaborate, but still with the lions and 

fleur-de-lys.  

  

Edward VI – Halfcrown - 1551

IMcB

Elizabeth I

Elizabeth I– Halfcrown - 1601

IMcB
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The dies for the coinage of James I were cut by 

Charles Anthony who had succeeded his father 

Derick as chief engraver in 1599.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The halfcrown saw a return to the king on 

horseback type, with James trotting along at a 

sedate pace. Again the horse is richly 

caparisoned. On the first coinage of 1603-4 the 

king is styled IACOBUS DG ANG SCO FRAN 

ET HIB REX, as James was also king of 

Scotland. The shield on the reverse underwent a 

change. The leopards and fleur-de-lys now 

appear in two quarters, while the others are 

taken up by the Scottish lion rampant and the 

Irish harp. The reverse legend reads EXURGAT DEUS DISSIPENTUR INIMICI - Let God 

arise and let his enemies be scattered. 

 

But for the second and third coinages a new 

title comes into play - IACOBUS DG MAG 

BRI FRAN ET HIB REX. James is King of 

Great Britain. James himself was keen on this 

title, but Parliament wouldn't ratify it. 

Nevertheless it appeared on the coins, and the 

coins were a means of publicising the name 

which gradually took effect. The reverse legend 

was also changed. The new motto was QUAE 

DEUS CONIUNXIT NEMO SEPARET - What 

God hath joined together let no man put asunder. This is a reference to the Union of the 

Crowns. Second coinage halfcrowns were minted between 1604 and 1619; they are very 

scarce. Those of the third coinage of 1619-25 are virtually identical but use colons in the 

legend rather than stops and apostrophes. They all have a bird-headed harp. Several 

mintmarks are used - thistle and lis (1st coinage); lis, rose, escallop (2nd coinage); rose, 

thistle, lis, trefoil (3rd coinage).  

  

James I

James I– Halfcrown – 1st Coinage

James I– Halfcrown – 3rd Coinage

IMcB
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On some coins of the third coinage the plumes 

of the Prince of Wales appear above the shield. 

This denoted that the coin was minted from 

silver sent from Wales.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An abundance of different types of halfcrown 

exist for Charles I, whose coinage is very 

complex. We'll start with the Tower Mint which 

remained in operation throughout the reign, in 

the latter part under the control of Parliament 

rather than the king. There was some delay in 

coins of Charles being produced when the staff 

at the Mint were decimated by an outbreak of 

plague.  

 

 

This is one of the early type halfcrowns from 

1625 with mintmark lis. The equestrian figure 

is retained and would remain on all Charles' 

halfcrowns, varieties differing in the style of 

the horse and the rider. This particular coin is 

massive for a halfcrown, with a diameter of 1.4 

inches. Tower Mint halfcrowns are divided 

into five groups, of which this is Group 1 with 

the first horseman. The horse is richly 

caparisoned with a plume on its head and 

another on its crupper. The king's sword is raised. He is titled as CAROLUS DG MAG BR 

FR ET HIB REX. The shield on the reverse has a square top, just like coins of James. The 

reverse legend is of interest. Charles was a firm believer in absolute monarchy, and that he 

ruled by direct authority from God - the so called Divine Right of Kings. And so the reverse 

of the halfcrowns reads CHRISTO AUSPICE REGNO - I rule under the auspices of Christ. 

Not a motto to endear him to Parliament.  

  

James I– Halfcrown – 3rd Coinage
(with Welsh plumes)

Charles I

Charles I– Halfcrown – Tower
(1st horseman)

IMcB
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This is the second horseman on a smaller horse 

with no plume on the crupper and the king's 

sword resting on his shoulder. The plume 

mintmark dates this coin to 1630-1. As the reign 

progressed, the reverse shield also underwent 

change. It is now oval in shape, and above we 

have the letters CR (for Carolus Rex) divided by 

a lis, or more rarely a rose or the Welsh plumes. 

Many coins alternatively position CR to either 

side of the shield.  

 

Altogether there are 5 types of horseman from 

the Tower Mint. This is the 3rd with mintmark 

triangle, dated 1639-40. The king's cloak flies 

from his shoulder, while his sword is raised 

straight in the air. Rough ground appears under 

the horse. The reverse shield is now round.  

 

 

 

 

 

This coin is similar, although with no ground 

below the horse, which is slightly different in 

style. The king's cloak is positioned lower 

down his back. The mintmark (P), which may 

stand for Parliament, dates it to 1643-4 when 

Parliament controlled London, including the 

Tower Mint. Interesting that not only did they 

keep the portrait of the king, whom they were 

fighting against, but also the controversial 

reverse inscription CHRISTO AUSPICE 

REGNO.  

  

Charles I– Halfcrown – Tower
(2nd horseman)

IMcB

Charles I– Halfcrown – Tower
(3rd horseman)

IMcB

Charles I – Halfcrown – (3rd horseman) 
Tower under Parliament

IMcB



  

 
NUMISMATIC SOCIETY OF IRELAND NORTHERN BRANCH   6 

Some of the Tower halfcrowns were designed 

by a Frenchman called Nicholas Briot who had 

previously been employed at the Mint in Paris. 

There he had made improvements in coin 

production but suffered hostility from his 

colleagues and decided to come to England. 

Briot experimented at the Tower Mint and in 

1631-2 was authorised to produce a coinage 

made by machinery - milled coinage. These 

coins have a flower as mintmark, beside which 

is the letter B. After a year the Mint reverted to hammered coins, but in 1638-9 there was a 

second milled issue with mintmark anchor and letter B.  

 

In 1637 a provincial mint was opened in 

Aberystwyth, close to the Welsh silver mines, 

under the management of Thomas Bushell. 

This meant that Welsh silver bullion no longer 

had to be transported on a long arduous journey 

to London. Coins retain the Welsh plumes 

emblem, but in addition have the mintmark of 

an open book. In 1642 this mint was moved to 

Shrewsbury, and later in the year to Oxford. 

 

 

When Charles left London in 1642 he stayed at 

York for several months and established a mint 

there. York coins all have the mintmark lion 

and most have the mint name EBOR on one 

side or the other. It appears that the king 

summoned Briot to York to establish minting 

operations there, but on the way his coining 

equipment was seized by Parliamentary forces 

at Scarborough. The York mint operated until 

1644 when the city surrendered to Parliament.   

  

Charles I– Halfcrown – Tower
(Briot milled issue)

Charles I– Halfcrown – Aberystwyth

Charles I– Halfcrown – York
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During the Civil War period a number of 

Royalist mints were in operation - Shrewsbury, 

York, Oxford, Bristol, Truro and Exeter being 

the main ones. It was in Oxford that Charles 

made his headquarters, and here he gained 

access to the college plate which boosted his 

supply of silver and gold, thus enabling him to 

mint a plentiful supply of coins. This halfcrown, 

which carries a date 1643, was minted in 

Oxford. The mintmark is plume, and a plume 

appears behind the figure of the king. Around the edge on the reverse is the motto DEUS 

DISSIPENTUR INIMICI EXURGAT - Let God arise and let His enemies be scattered. But 

sandwiched between three Oxford plumes and the date, we have another inscription, the 

Declaration that Charles made at Wellington against the Parliamentary rebels. In that 

declaration the king promised to defend "the Protestant religion, the liberties of Parliament 

and the laws of England" - RELIG PROT LEG ANG LIBER PAR.  

 

Charles I was executed in 1649 and England 

was now a Republic, ruled by the remnant of 

the Long Parliament which had survived 

Pride's Purge, a body which came to be known 

as the Rump.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The new coins designed by Thomas Simon 

were very plain. No personality was to be 

glorified, so the obverse had no portrait, simply 

a St George's Cross (the Republican arms of 

England) surrounded by a wreath of palm and 

laurel. The reverse had the arms of England 

and Ireland side by side with the mark of value 

above, in the case of the halfcrown II.VI. This 

reverse gave the coinage the nickname of 

"breeches money", as it resembled the seat of a 

pair of pants. Someone remarked that this was a fit name for coins of the Rump. For the first 

time in the history of the coinage inscriptions are in English, Latin being abandoned as it 

smacked too much of popery, although it was retained in the mark of value. The obverse 

inscription reads THE COMMONWEALTH OF ENGLAND, while that on the reverse is 

Charles I– Halfcrown – Oxford - 1643

IMcB

Oliver Cromwell

Commonwealth – Halfcrown –1653

IMcB
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GOD WITH US along with the date, in this case 1653. Halfcrowns can be found for each 

year from 1649 to 1660 except 1650. Those from 1657 onwards are very scarce, as is 1655. 

Up until 1657 the mintmark sun is used. But following the death of Oliver Cromwell in 

1658, during the Protectorate of his son Richard,  this was changed to anchor. 

 

In 1653 England became a Protectorate with 

Oliver Cromwell as Lord Protector. Coins of 

the Commonwealth were unchanged, but 

patterns were produced including halfcrowns 

dated 1656 and 1658, the former being the 

much scarcer of the two. These bore Cromwell's 

portrait, in the style of a Roman emperor, 

designed by Thomas Simon and manufactured 

with machinery perfected by a Frenchman 

called Pierre Blondeau. This was capable of 

making coins with inscribed edges, seen as the answer to clipping. Cromwell was 

apparently offered the crown but refused to take it. But perhaps in his heart of hearts he 

really wanted it, and his portrait appearing on these coins may be an indication of his true 

feelings. And we have a return to the Latin inscription - OLIVAR DG RP ANG SCO ET 

HIB &c PRO - Oliver, by grace of God, Protector of the Republic of England, Scotland and 

Ireland etc. France is omitted so it must be covered by the etc. On the reverse a crown sits 

over a coat of arms which includes the crosses of St George and St Andrew and the Irish 

harp. In the centre is a rampant lion, the personal arms of the Cromwell family. There is no 

mintmark, but the date appears on the reverse with the legend PAX QUAERITUR BELLO - 

Peace is sought by war. The edge inscription is HAS NISI PERITVRVS MIHI ADIMAT 

NEMO - Let no one remove these letters from me under penalty of death - a warning to the 

clippers.  

 

When Charles II was restored to the throne in 

1660 it seemed that a backward step was being 

taken when the machines of Briot and 

Blondeau were removed from the Tower Mint. 

But this decision was reversed in May 1661 

when it was decreed that from now on all coins 

would be machine made.  

 

 

 

  

Oliver Cromwell – Halfcrown - 1658

IMcB

Charles II
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For the immediate future, however, the 

traditional hammered process remained. This 

coinage was designed by Thomas Simon. The 

king's crowned head faces left surrounded by 

the legend CAROLUS II DG MAG BR FR ET 

HIB REX. The reverse has a flat topped shield 

with the CHRISTO AUSPICE REGNO 

inscription. The mintmark crown appears on all 

these coins. There were three issues of coinage, 

of which this is the third. The first and second 

issues had no inner circle on obverse and reverse, while the mark of value didn't appear until 

the second issue. All three issues are undated, but the first coins appeared in February 1661. 

Quality of production was not great and pointed to haste. The coiners were no doubt trying 

to prove that their hammered method was every bit as fast as the new machinery, but they 

were fighting a losing battle. The Commonwealth coins were demonetised with effect from 

30 November 1661, with an extension to mid-January 1662 for payment of taxes.  

 

The first milled coins of Charles II were 

crowns dated 1662. Other denominations, 

including the halfcrown, followed in 1663. 

These were the work of John Roettier, a 

Dutchman, who was commissioned to engrave 

the new coins following a trial of skill with 

Thomas Simon. The Roettiers had been of 

service to Charles II when he was in exile in 

Holland, and for this reason Simon probably 

never stood a chance. Simon did not take his 

defeat lightly and produced his famous Petition Crown to show his true worth. However, his 

petition didn't succeed and he died of the Plague in 1665. Blondeau's machinery was 

employed on the new coinage. Much of the silver came from the sale of Dunkirk to the 

French, the last remnant of English territory on the French mainland. Indeed Louis XIV paid 

a secret subsidy to Charles II and this also was converted into English coin. The milled 

coins were struck on smaller but thicker flans than the hammered money to allow for a 

grained or lettered edge. They have a laureate bust of the king facing right, and from now on 

we will find the practice of reversing the direction of the head of the new monarch. The king 

is simply CAROLUS II DEI GRATIA, with the titles now continued on the reverse - MAG 

BR FRA ET HIB REX - Charles still laying claim to France even though he was getting 

French money from Louis. Religious texts on the coins are now a thing of the past. The 

royal arms are now divided into four separate crowned shields arranged in the form of a 

cross. The three lions of England appear at the top with the French fleur-de-lys at the 

bottom. The lion of Scotland is to the right and the Irish harp on the left. Placed in the centre 

is the star of the Order of the Garter. The King's cypher, two interlocked C's, appear in the 

Charles II – Halfcrown - Hammered

IMcB

Charles II – Halfcrown - 1663

IMcB
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angles of the shields. All these halfcrowns are dated. On the edge we have the inscription 

DECUS ET TUTAMEN - a decoration and safeguard - followed by the regnal year. Initially 

this was shown in the form of Roman numerals, but was later replaced by words. The reign 

was dated from 1649, the date of Charles I's death.   

 

The first bust only appeared in 1663, while the 

2nd is confined to 1664. No halfcrowns 

appeared in 1665, and a 3rd bust was used from 

1666 until 1672, halfcrowns of 1671 and 1672 

being a 3rd bust variety. This is the 4th and 

final bust minted each year from 1672 until 

1684. This one is dated 1679. Some scarce 

halfcrowns of 1666 and 1681 have an elephant 

or elephant and castle below the bust. This was 

the badge of the Africa Company who supplied 

silver for these coins. And some halfcrowns of  1673 and 1683 have a plume below the bust 

to denote silver from the Welsh mines; on some of these the Welsh plumes also replace the 

Garter star in the centre of the reverse.  

 

James II succeeded his brother Charles in 1685.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Halfcrowns for the new monarch were once 

again engraved by John Roettier and, apart 

from the change of portrait and name, are of 

similar style, although the interlocked Cs on the 

reverse are omitted for obvious reasons. The 

edge inscription is retained, and indeed would 

remain right up to the reign of George II.  

 

 

  

Charles II – Halfcrown - 1679

IMcB

James II

James II – Halfcrown - 1685

IMcB
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Halfcrowns were issued in each year from 1685 

to 1688, with two slightly different busts 

distinguished by the ribbon at the back of the 

hair. The first bust was used from 1685 to 1687, 

while the second bust is found for 1687 and 

1688.  

 

 

 

 

 

James was replaced as monarch by his elder 

daughter Mary and her husband William of 

Orange. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The halfcrowns of William and Mary are 

interesting because of the conjoined busts 

showing both monarchs. These appeared in 

1689 and the monarchs are proclaimed as 

GULIELMUS ET MARIA DEI GRATIA 

MAG BR FR ET HIB REX ET REGINA. A 

crowned shield appears on the reverse, of 

which there are two distinct types, of which this 

is the second. Both versions have the lion 

rampant of Scotland and the Irish harp in 

identical quarters, as well as the lion of Orange-Nassau in the centre. In type 1, however,  

the English leopards and French lilies are in separate quarters, while in Type 2 they appear 

together in the 1st and 4th quarterings. Halfcrowns with the second shield can also be found 

dated 1690, although 1689 is the commoner date.  

  

James II – Halfcrown – bust varieties

William III and 
Mary II

William and Mary – Halfcrown - 1689

IMcB
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In the years 1691-3 a second major type of 

halfcrown appears which gives more 

prominence to the bust of William. The reverse 

reverts to the four crowned shields arranged in 

the form of a cross, with the lion of Orange-

Nassau in the centre. In each angle is an 

entwined WM monogram and a digit of the 

date, which in this case is 1693. 

 

 

 

Mary died at the end of 1694 and so the coinage 

had to be redesigned to show the bust of 

William alone. Halfcrowns of William first 

appeared in 1696 as part of the Great Recoinage 

and were thereafter issued each year until 1701. 

The title of the king is quite simply 

GULIELMUS III DEI GRA continued on the 

reverse as MAG BR FRA ET HIB REX. Gone 

is the WM monogram on the reverse, so we 

simply have the crowned shields in the form of 

a cross, with the lion of Orange-Nassau retained in the centre. All halfcrowns seem to retain 

the first bust, apart from a unique example of 1696 which has the second bust.  

 

The first halfcrowns of 1696 had small shields 

on the reverse, but subsequently the shields are 

large, such as in this example dated 1698. There 

was also a revision to the Irish harp late in 

1696.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

William and Mary – Halfcrown - 1693

IMcB

William III – Halfcrown - 1698

IMcB

William III – Halfcrown –small/large shields



  

 
NUMISMATIC SOCIETY OF IRELAND NORTHERN BRANCH   13 

The Great Recoinage saw the old hammered 

coins taken out of circulation, and these could 

be exchanged for brand new coins. There was a 

cost involved in all this and to recoup some of 

the money the Government brought in the 

infamous Window Tax. The tremendous 

volume of new coins required was too much for 

the Tower Mint to cope with, so branch mints 

were set up at Bristol, Chester, Exeter, Norwich 

and York. Coins struck there in 1696 and 1697 

had the initial letter of the mint below the bust - B, C, E, N or y (lower case). Some rare 

halfcrowns of 1701 have the elephant and castle below the bust to denote silver from Africa, 

while others have plumes in the reverse angles for Welsh silver.  

 

Anne was the younger daughter of James II and 

sister of Mary, and she succeeded to the throne 

in 1702. One major event of the reign was the 

Act of Union between England and Scotland in 

1707, and as we shall see this had an impact on 

the coinage.  

 

 

 

 

 

Halfcrowns of Anne first appeared in 1703. 

The dies were cut by John Croker and show a 

lady of ample proportions. The queen was a 

woman of considerable modesty and thought it 

improper for her shoulders to be seen by all the 

world, so she is shown with drapery round her 

shoulders. The reverse retains the crowned 

cruciform shields, but with the star of the 

Garter replacing the lion of Orange-Nassau. 

The majority of 1703 halfcrowns have the word 

VIGO underneath the bust. These were struck from silver captured from the Spanish by 

Admiral Sir George Rooke at Vigo Bay in 1702. 1703 halfcrowns without VIGO are quite 

elusive. 

  

William III – Halfcrown – Bristol/Chester

Anne

Anne – Halfcrown – 1703 (Vigo)
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There are slight variations in Anne's bust on the 

halfcrowns, but this is not so evident as on 

other denominations. Halfcrowns of 1704 and 

1705 have plumes in the reverse angles to 

denote the use of Welsh silver. Then in 1706 

and 1707 we have roses and plumes, such as on 

this coin. This denotes silver supplied by the 

Company for Smelting Down Lead with Pit 

Coale and Sea Coale.  

 

 

Let's look at how the coinage changed after the 

Union. Here we see two reverses, both dated 

1707. But look at the shields. The pre-Union 

coin has the English lions (leopards?) at the top 

and the French fleur-de-lys at the bottom. The 

Irish harp is to the left and the Scottish lion to 

the right. But post-Union the English and 

Scottish coats of arms are impaled on the top 

and bottom shields; the harp is retained on the 

left and the fleur-de-lys moves to the right. 

There is also a minor change to the inscription - BR FRA becomes BRI FR.  

 

This is a post-Union halfcrown. Some of these 

coins for 1708, 1709 and 1710 have the letter E 

below the bust to show that they were minted 

in Edinburgh. After that the Edinburgh mint 

closed down. The post-Union halfcrowns from 

1707 to 1709 have no provenance marks in the 

reverse angle, apart from some of 1708 which 

have plumes only. They continued to be minted 

annually up until the queen's death in 1714, 

apart from 1711, but now with roses and 

plumes in the angles, although halfcrowns for 1713 can also be found with a plain reverse.  

  

Anne – Halfcrown – 1707 (Pre-Union)

IMcB

Anne – Halfcrown – (Pre/Post-Union)

IMcB

Anne – Halfcrown – 1707 (Post-Union)

IMcB
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Anne was succeeded by a German prince - 

George Ludwig, the Elector of Hanover. This 

necessitated changes to the coinage to reflect 

the new king's titles.  

 

The English titles, somewhat abbreviated, 

appear on the obverse - GEORGIUS DG M BR 

FR ET HIB REX F D - George, by grace of 

God, King of Great Britain, France and Ireland. 

The German titles continue on the reverse - 

BRVN ET L DVX S R I A TH ET EL - Duke of Brunswick and Luneberg, Arch Treasurer 

and Elector of the Holy Roman Empire.  

 

The bust is by John Croker, the reverse dies by 

a Swiss jeweller called Johan Rudolf Ochs. The 

crowned cruciform shields are retained on the 

reverse, but the conjoined arms of England and 

Scotland are now confined to one shield in 

order to make way for a new shield with the 

Hanoverian arms. This includes two lions 

passant guardant of Brunswick, the lion 

rampant with semee of hearts for Luneberg, and 

the leaping horse of Hanover, along with the 

crown of Charlemagne to denote the office of Arch Treasurer. Halfcrowns were struck 

rather intermittently - in 1715, 1717 and 1720 with roses and plumes in the angles, in 1723 

with SSC in the angles and a very scarce 1726 coin with small roses and plumes.  

 

The SSC on the coins of 1723 stands for the 

South Sea Company whose bubble rather 

famously burst in 1720. The company had been 

founded in 1711 with the intention of taking 

over £9m of the National Debt in exchange for 

a monopoly of trade with South America. But it 

overreached itself in 1719 when it formulated a 

scheme to take over all £51m of the National 

Debt. Shares soared in a wave of speculation, 

but then plummeted sharply, causing a collapse 

of the financial market. The South Sea Company had to sell off their assets and this 

included a large quantity of silver which they supplied to the mint in 1723 to reduce their 

debts. 

  

George I

George I – Halfcrown – 1715

George I – Halfcrown – 1723

IMcB
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George II became king on his father's death in 

1727. Production of silver coins was somewhat 

patchy during this reign as there was a silver 

famine in Britain.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The first halfcrowns did not appear until 1731. 

These halfcrowns bore the Young Head of the 

king, again designed by John Croker, and an 

unusual feature of the bust is the lion's mask 

decorating the shoulder piece. The design is 

roughly similar to coins of George I,  issued 

with a roses and plumes reverse in 1731, 1732, 

1734, 1735 and 1736. Scarce 1731 halfcrowns 

with a plain reverse are considered as patterns. 

 

Halfcrowns of 1739 and 1741, the only other 

dates, have roses only in the angles, indicating 

use of silver from the West of England. There 

is a change in the inscription; the obverse now 

simply reads GEORGIVS II DEI GRATIA. 

The titles are now all squeezed onto the reverse 

in greatly abbreviated form - M B F ET H REX 

FD B ET L D S R I A T ET E.  

 

 

From 1743 halfcrowns bear the old bust of the 

ageing king designed by John Tanner. These 

were issued with a roses reverse in 1743 and 

1745, and with a plain reverse in 1745, 1746, 

1750 and 1751. Many halfcrowns of 1745 and 

all those of 1746, except for a rare proof, have 

the word LIMA below the bust, which 

incidentally retains the lion head on the 

shoulder. LIMA denotes coins made from 

silver captured by Admiral George Anson from 

a treasure ship loaded with bullion from the mines of Peru, Lima being the capital of Peru.  

 

George II

George II – Halfcrown – 1732 (Young Head)

IMcB

George II – Halfcrown – 1739 (Young Head)

IMcB

George II – Halfcrown – 1745 (Old Head)

IMcB
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After 1751 there were to be no more halfcrowns 

issued until 1816 because of a chronic shortage 

of silver. And so for most of the long reign of 

George III the denomination is absent.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

However, Spanish-American dollars and half 

dollars began to circulate in Britain, and the 

Bank of England began purchasing these coins 

and stamping them with a small oval punch 

bearing the head of George III on the neck of 

the Spanish king, Carlos III or IV. In 1797 they 

issued these to the public with the dollar worth 

4s 9d. And so people talked of two heads not 

worth a crown. The half dollar wasn't far away 

from the value of a halfcrown. The punch used 

for the head of George III was that used for hallmarking silver plate. You can see the value 

of the host coin on the reverse - R4 on either side of the coat of arms stands for 4 reales. The 

mint is Madrid. Other half dollars originated from Potosi (Bolivia), Santiago (Chile) and 

Seville (Spain). Later coins issued in 1804 have an octagonal countermark.  

 

A brand new mint opened on Tower Hill. The 

mint in the Tower itself had become 

overcrowded and staff transferred over in 1810, 

though it was not fully operational until 1816. 

To go with the modern mint building a modern 

coinage was produced, including halfcrowns. 

The silver coinage was now a token coinage 

only, value unrelated to the silver content in the 

coin. Halfcrowns dated 1816 and 1817 have 

what is known as the "bull head" profile of the 

aged King George III, designed by the Italian Benedetto Pistrucci. The reverse by Thomas 

Wyon shows the coat of arms surrounded by the Garter and surmounted by a crown. The 

inscription is simple - GEORGIUS III DEI GRATIA (obverse)/BRITANNIARUM REX 

FID DEF (reverse). George is king of the Britains (Britain plus its overseas territories). 

Gone is the claim to France, following on from the Treaty Of Amiens in 1802. Also as a 

consequence of this the French fleur-de-lys no longer appears in the arms; rather the English 

George III

Spanish Half Dollar – Carlos IV

IMcB

George III – Halfcrown – 1817 (Bull Head)

IMcB
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lions appear in two quarters, the other two having the Irish harp and Scottish lion, while in 

the centre are the arms of Hanover, surmounted by a crown to indicate that George had been 

elevated by the Congress of Vienna from Elector to King of Hanover. Also missing from the 

new coins is the inscription on the rim which is now given a milled edge. The "bull head" 

portrait caused a lot of controversy when it was issued early in 1817 (but dated both 1816 

and 1817). The Prince Regent was particularly unhappy with it, and Pistrucci eventually 

gave in to the criticism and the coin was withdrawn.  

 

The replacement was the much less aggressive 

"small head" which can be found for each of the 

years 1817-20. This time both sides of the 

halfcrown were designed by Pistrucci. The 

king's head is greatly reduced and the lettering 

and date enlarged. On the reverse the collar and 

badge of the Order of the Garter are omitted, 

previously used by Wyon to encompass the 

Garter itself.  

 

 

The Prince Regent became King George IV in 

1820, and so in that year we have coins issued 

for both George III and George IV. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Again the obverse is by Pistrucci, and you can 

see his initials BP below the neck. The king's 

titles now all appear on the obverse - 

GEORGIUS IIII DG BRITANNIAR REX FD. 

The only text on the reverse is the word ANNO 

(for year) followed by the date, either 1820, 

1821 or the scarce 1823. No halfcrowns were 

issued in 1822. The reverse is by Johann 

Baptiste Merlen, a Frenchman, and shows an 

ornate crowned shield with thistle and 

shamrock sprays at the sides and a rose at the foot.   

  

George III – Halfcrown – 1817

IMcB

George IV

George IV – Halfcrown - 1820

IMcB
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Most of the 1823 halfcrowns were issued with a 

new reverse (also by Merlen), and this was 

repeated in 1824. This shows a crowned plain 

shield surrounded by the Garter and the collar 

of the Order. Again the date is preceded by the 

word ANNO.  

 

 

 

 

 

George IV was unhappy with his portrait on the 

coinage, and requested a change. Pistrucci was 

asked to copy a much-admired bust of the king 

by Sir Francis Chantrey, but he refused to do 

this as he considered that an artist of his calibre 

shouldn't be expected to copy the work of 

another. As a result the commission was given 

to William Wyon and his portrait appears on 

halfcrowns of the third issue, dated 1824 (very 

rare), 1825, 1826, 1828 and 1829. This date is 

now transferred to the obverse, where the inscription is shortened to simply read 

GEORGIUS IV DEI GRATIA. This continues on the reverse with BRITANNIARUM REX 

FID DEF. The reverse is again by Merlen and seems rather cluttered with an elaborate 

shield surmounted with a royal crowned helmet and lambrequins added to garnish the royal 

arms. Below appears for the first time on the coinage the royal motto DIEU ET MON 

DROIT (God and My Right).  

 

William IV succeeded his brother in 1830, but 

halfcrowns for circulation did not appear until 

1834, although there had been one in the proof 

sets of 1831. They were then issued in each of 

the years 1835-37. 

  

George IV – Halfcrown - 1823

IMcB

George IV – Halfcrown - 1825

IMcB

William IV
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The portrait is again by William Wyon, and like 

the third type coinage of George IV is based on 

a bust by Chantrey. Wyon's initials WW can be 

found on the truncation of the neck, usually in 

script as in this example, but halfcrowns of 

1834 are also found with block letters. The 

titles are now all on the obverse - 

GULIELMUS IIII DG BRITANNIAR REX 

FD. No inscription appears on the reverse 

except the date preceded by the word ANNO. 

The reverse design is by Merlen and is unique to the coinage of William IV. The royal arms 

are draped in a mantle of ermine which is surmounted by a crown. The collar and pendant 

George of the Garter are visible below the arms.  

 

Victoria ascended the throne in 1837. As a 

woman, however, she couldn't succeed to the 

kingdom of Hanover, which passed to her uncle 

Ernst August, Duke of Cumberland. Because of 

this the Hanoverian shield was now omitted 

from the royal arms which thus attained their 

present form.  

 

 

 

 

Halfcrowns of the Young Head type were 

issued for general circulation each year from 

1839 to 1850, except for 1847, although 1839 

and 1841 are scarce dates. The portrait by 

William Wyon shows the 19-year-old queen 

with her hair bound by two fillets or headbands 

in Grecian fashion and gathered in a loose 

bunch at the back of the head - the so-called 

bun portrait. The usual portrait shows two plain 

fillets, but some coins show one of the fillets as 

ornamental. We return to an inscription over both obverse and reverse - VICTORIA DEI 

GRATIA (obverse), along with the date below the bust, BRITANNIARUM REGINA FID 

DEF (reverse). In addition to the revised coat of arms, the reverse is completely redesigned 

and we now have a crowned shield surrounded by a wreath of laurel leaves.  

  

William IV – Halfcrown - 1836

IMcB

Victoria

Victoria – Halfcrown - 1845

IMcB
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Apart from some scarce proofs, the halfcrown 

was temporarily suspended from 1851 until its 

return in 1874. This was all to do with a move 

to go decimal, and in 1849 the florin or two 

shillings had been issued as one tenth of a 

pound as a first step towards this. The reissued 

halfcrown was similar to the earlier type, 

although generally inferior in finish, and was 

issued in each year from 1874 until 1887.  

 

 

By 1887 Victoria was no longer a young 

woman - she was 68 although the coinage still 

showed her as a young girl. The advent of the 

Golden Jubilee provided an opportunity for a 

new issue of coins. The portrait for these was 

modelled by Sir Joseph Boehm whose initials 

JEB occur below the Queen's bust. Victoria had 

remained in mourning since the death of Albert 

the Prince Consort in 1861 and so she is 

portrayed with a widow's veil over the back of 

her head. Perched precariously on top of her head is the tiny crown which she favoured for 

formal occasions, but which created a ludicrous effect on the coinage. There was much 

criticism of this portrait, probably mingled with shock at seeing the ageing queen as she 

really was. The inscriptions remain unchanged, although the date moves to the reverse. The 

reverse design harks back to the days of George IV, being similar to the design used in 

1823-4 with a crowned shield surrounded by the insignia of the Garter. Halfcrowns were 

issued each year from 1887 to 1892 after which they were replaced by the Old Head 

Coinage.   

 

Halfcrowns of the Old or Veiled Head type first 

appeared in 1893. The portrait of the 74-year-

old Queen is by Sir Thomas Brock whose 

initials TB appear below the shoulder. Victoria 

wears a coronet over which is draped a veil; on 

her breast is the ribbon and star of the Order of 

the Garter, while her necklace incorporates the 

badge of the Most Eminent Order of the Indian 

Empire, which Victoria instituted in 1878. The 

portrait is much more satisfactory than on the 

Jubilee coinage. Victoria had been proclaimed Empress of India in 1876, but it is only now 

that this is recognised on the coinage. The inscription is balanced over two sides of the coin 

Victoria – Halfcrown - 1878

IMcB

Victoria – Halfcrown - 1887

IMcB

Victoria – Halfcrown - 1893

IMcB
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in quite large lettering, the same size as was used for the crown. On the obverse we have 

VICTORIA DEI GRA BRITT REG; on the reverse FID DEF IND IMP, along with the date, 

and also the name of the denomination HALF CROWN, the first time this was spelt out in 

words. Brock designed the halfcrown in its entirety, the only coin in the series for which he 

was completely responsible. The centre of the reverse is occupied by a spade version of the 

royal arms surmounted by a crown and surrounded by the collar of the Garter with St 

George at the foot. Old Head halfcrowns were issued each year from 1893 until 1901 when 

Victoria died.  

 

Edward VII had waited a long time to become 

king, but he eventually succeeded his mother 

in 1901.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Halfcrowns first appeared in 1902 and were 

issued every year until Edward's death in 1910. 

1905 is a rare date, although 1903 and 1904 are 

also scarce. The halfcrown, both obverse and 

reverse, was designed by George (GW) de 

Saulles, and his initials De S appear below the 

bust. The right-facing profile of the king was in 

turn derived from a drawing by Emil Fuchs, the 

Austrian-born court painter. There is a 

significant change to the obverse inscription. 

The king is EDWARDVS VII DEI GRA BRITT OMN REX; the inclusion of OMN 

(Omnium) signifies all the Britons wherever they may be, and this reflects the enlargement 

of the royal titles at the opening of Parliament in November 1901. The reverse inscription is 

as on the Old Head coinage of Victoria, and the date is retained on the reverse. The crowned 

shield of the royal arms is also retained, but in a much altered form. Gone is the spade-

shaped shield, replaced with one much rounder and with curves in keeping with the spirit of 

Art Nouveau. It is surrounded by the collar of the Garter.  

  

Edward VII

Edward VII – Halfcrown - 1902

IMcB
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George V succeeded his father in 1910. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The first or large head halfcrowns of George V 

are similar to those of his father. The king's left-

facing profile is by an Australian artist, Bertram 

Mackennal, whose initials BM are on the 

truncation of the neck. There are only minor 

alterations to the reverse; the circular beaded 

border is removed, the pellets at the side were 

reduced in size, and the cross pattee of the 

crown modified. Halfcrowns were minted 

annually each year from 1911 to 1919 in 

sterling silver.  

 

After the war the world price of silver rose 

sharply, and this posed a problem for the Royal 

Mint. Sterling silver coins now had a scrap 

value greater than their face value, and although 

it was a felony to melt down silver coins, more 

drastic measures were needed, and it was 

decided to reduce the silver content in the coins 

from .925 fineness to .500, the other main 

constituent being copper. Halfcrowns were 

produced in .500 fineness each year from 1920 

until 1926, with 1925 and 1926 being scarce.  

  

George V

George V – Halfcrown - 1918

IMcB

George V – Halfcrown - 1923
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In 1926 a modified effigy was introduced. 

Halfcrowns of that year can be found with both 

portraits, while all those of 1927 issued for 

circulation have the modified effigy. Details of 

the king's profile are more sharply defined, but 

probably the easiest way to identify the 

modified effigy is by the positioning of the 

initials BM which are further back on the 

truncation of the neck, that is if they are not 

worn away.  

 

The coinage was completely redesigned in 

1927, although the new halfcrowns only 

appeared in the proof set of that year. They 

were then issued every year for circulation from 

1928 until 1936, with 1930 being scarce. These 

coins have a different alloy consisting of 50% 

silver, 40% copper, 5% nickel and 5% zinc. The 

obverse including the McKennal portrait is 

unchanged but the reverse is the work of 

George Kruger Gray whose initials KG can be 

found on the reverse, at the bottom corners of the shield. The shield bearing the royal arms 

is unusual in that it is a jousting shield with a spear rest indentation. Gone are the crown and 

the ribbon bearing the Garter motto. There is a double G cipher either side of the shield (for 

George), while rose, shamrock and thistle emblems divide the inscription. The 

denomination and date are rearranged at the foot, and the digits of the date are no longer 

separated.  

 

No coins of Edward VIII were issued for 

circulation as they weren't ready in time before 

the king abdicated. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

George V – Halfcrown - 1927

IMcB

George V – Halfcrown - 1928

IMcB

Edward VIII
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A small number of proof sets were issued dated 

1937, and at least one has come on the market. 

The obverse was designed by Thomas 

Humphrey Paget, whose initials HP were 

placed beneath the truncation of the king's 

neck. There was a break with tradition in that 

Edward's portrait faced left, the same way as 

that of his father. This was by special request of 

the king who preferred his profile viewed from 

the left. The obverse inscription read 

EDWARDVS VIII DG BR OMN REX, abbreviating some of the titles (DEI GRA becomes 

DG while BRITT is now BR). The reverse of the halfcrown was again by Kruger Gray. The 

arms are now featured not on a shield but on a royal standard flanked by crowned royal 

ciphers; the initials KG are below. The reverse inscription is unchanged, but gone are the 

rose, shamrock and thistle. The words are now divided by colons and stops.  

 

George VI became king in 1936 after the 

abdication of his brother Edward VIII.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The honour of designing the halfcrowns of 

George VI again went to Humphrey Paget and 

Kruger Gray, whose initials are once again in 

evidence. This time the king's portrait faces as 

tradition required, to the left, as did that of 

George V. Both obverse and reverse 

inscriptions are as they were on the Edward 

VIII coins. But the reverse design is different, 

being more akin to the coins of George V. This 

time, however, the shield is an elegantly 

waisted tilting shield complete with a ring at the top by which it appears to be suspended 

from a peg. The crowned double G cipher reappears on either side of the shield. These coins 

appear in each year from 1937 until 1946.  

  

Edward VIII- Halfcrown - 1937

George VI

George VI - Halfcrown - 1939

IMcB
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The Second World War left Britain drained and 

exhausted. Among other things Britain had to 

pay back to the United States large amounts of 

silver borrowed under the Lend-Lease 

Agreement. It was decided this could best be 

done by withdrawing the silver coin in 

circulation and replacing it with a base metal 

coinage of little intrinsic value. And so in 1947 

a new coinage was issued of cupro-nickel, an 

alloy of 75% copper and 25% nickel. 

Halfcrowns of 1947 and 1948 are similar to the earlier coins.  

 

In 1947 India achieved independence and 

became a republic, so it was no longer 

appropriate to include the title Emperor of India 

on the coins. This made no difference to the 

obverse of the halfcrown, but the reverse was 

revised, placing FID and DEF round the top of 

the circumference. The value and date continue 

to appear at the foot but the lettering is more 

widely spaced with use of pellets to fill the 

spaces at the sides. These halfcrowns were 

issued from 1949 until 1951. A unique example 

is recorded for 1952.  

  

George VI - Halfcrown - 1947

IMcB

George VI - Halfcrown - 1950
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The reign of our present Queen, Elizabeth II, 

began in 1952.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Her first halfcrowns are dated 1953. The 

portrait by Mary Gillick is reminiscent of the 

bun head of Queen Victoria, and tends to be 

rather weak. The obverse legend reads 

ELIIZABETH II DEI GRATIA BRITT OMN 

REGINA - less abbreviation than on the 

George VI coins. The reverse design is by 

Edgar Fuller and Cecil Thomas, and their 

initials are found beneath the shield. The 

crowned scrolled shield, flanked by the royal 

monogram ER is clearly inspired by gold coins of Nicholas Briot of 1631-2.  

 

1953 is a one year type, because in 1954 it was 

decided to drop BRITT OMN from the 

inscription. These coins were struck in each 

year up until 1967 with a better defined portrait 

than the 1953 coins. The last halfcrown was in 

the proof set of 1970 but wasn't issued for 

circulation. In fact the halfcrown was 

demonetised in January 1970 in advance of 

decimalisation the following year. And so we 

come to the end of the fascinating story of a 

coin which has been part of our monetary history for over 400 years.  
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Elizabeth II - Halfcrown - 1953
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Elizabeth II - Halfcrown - 1961
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