Separated Brethren
Alan Dunlop, Chair NSI-NB
The arrival of the Internet has transformed our hobby beyond all recognition! We are now able to
indulge ourselves on countless websites of dealers and auction houses. Gone are the days when we
waited patiently for a dealer’s list to drop through the letterbox and the avid search for that all too
elusive coin, only to be disappointed when told on the phone that it had been sold. We can now,
with the click of a mouse, view, examine, enlarge and compare the coins we are interested in and
then with another click of a mouse, buy.
Paramount amongst the websites available is eBay. On this site anyone can buy or sell anything.
Many are traders now able to get access to a global market, but many are just individuals selling
items they no longer want; then there are those who can profit from their hobby.
What we are interested in are coins or medals etc., and there are 10’s of thousands of them, being
sold by dealers, collectors and detectorists from all over the world.
I first became aware of eBay 5 or 6 years ago and since then have bought coins and books from all
over the world: Brazil, U.S.A., France and even Ireland. In fact, I was able to collect, on my way home
from the office, a copy of Simon’s Essay on Irish Coins which I had just bought on the website.
Most of the coins I have bought have been from dealers, but many have come from detectorists.
This much maligned hobby, once the bête noire of the archaeological community has now become
more accepted, since the recognition by the authorities in the U.K. that a ban could not be policed
and that banning would drive the activity ‘underground’ and who knows what would have been lost.
Recent high-profile cases such as the Staffordshire Hoard and The Frome Hoard are prime examples.
Now with the introduction of Portable Antiquities Scheme (PAS) and some changes in the Treasure
Trove law vast numbers of artefacts are being reported, expertly identified and logged on to
databases, such as the UK Detector Finds Database (www.ukdfd.co.uk) or the PAS database
(https://finds.org.uk/database).
Of course, among these finds are thousands of coins and it is some of these that I would like to draw
your attention to.
In fact, this is something of a welcome home to Ireland for some ‘separated brethren’, coins which
were minted in Ireland but somehow found their way to England and have been uncovered by
detectorists and sold on eBay.
I thought I might give a brief account of their place in the numismatic history of Ireland, a description
of the coins themselves, where they were found and some thoughts on how they may have arrived
there.
John became king of England in 1199 and around 1207 he ordered the striking of silver pennies,
halfpennies and farthings in Ireland. The obverse of the penny pictured above has a crowned facing
portrait of the king holding a sceptre, inside a triangle apex to top. The reverse has a triangle apex to
the top with the sun, crescent and three stars inside it and the moneyers name and the mint in the
legend. This symbolism may allude to John’s mother Eleanor of Aquitaine who had a claim to the
County of Toulouse in France where these symbols were used by the Counts of Toulouse on their
coinage and also on coins they minted in the Holy Land.
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The coins were to be to the English Standard in weight and fineness. This meant that they could
circulate with English and Scottish coins at parity and, as a consequence, are often found among
hoards and as casual finds in England and Scotland. The English penny had established itself as a
major trading currency in much of northern Europe and is found in hoards as far apart as Germany,
Italy and Greece.

Ireland, King John, AR Penny, Limerick, Moneyer Willem, S6229 Wt. 18.88 gr.
Bearing this in mind, it is not surprising that the above coin was found in the centre of England in
Nottinghamshire near a small village called Oldcotes close to the Yorkshire border. The old main
road from London to York and Scotland, the A1, runs close by. It was an important area in the 12th
century as the major Cistercian Abbey of Roche had been founded there in 1147 and was in process
of being built during the reign of John. This would have created an important trading centre.
As can be seen in the photograph, the coin is well worn, though the legend is clear but the portrait is
poor, which I suspect is caused by a combination of a weak strike and a considerable time in
circulation arriving at Oldcotes in the normal passage of trade.

Ireland, Edward I, AR Farthing, Waterford, S6268

England, Edward I, AR Farthing, London, S1443

In 1279 Edward I introduced a completely new style coinage to replace the ‘Voided Long Cross’
coinage which had been minted by Henry III from 1247 until his death in 1272, then by Edward I
during the early years of his reign. The new design was significantly different having a crowned
beardless portrait on the obverse and a solid long cross and pellets on the reverse. The Irish coins
retained the now traditional triangle around the portrait, only this time the triangle had the apex at
the bottom providing a better frame for the portrait. Another departure from previous coinages was
that the moneyer’s name was no longer used with only the mint name being on the reverse legend.
Silver pennies, halfpennies and farthings were struck at most mints. The English version of this
design was to remain in use on the English coinage, with a few minor changes, for almost 250 years.
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Production began in Dublin in 1280; shortly afterwards a mint was opened in Waterford and then for
a short time one in Cork. The Irish coins continued to be struck to the same standard as English coins
and as such circulated freely alongside the English and Scottish coinage.
The next coin to come home is a farthing of Waterford. It was found at Nantwich in Cheshire. Again,
it would not have been unusual for an Irish coin to find its way to this location, well within the Irish
Sea trading area linking the east coast of Ireland, the Isle of Man, North Wales and the north west of
England, a trading region established by the Vikings in the 10th century.
Nantwich was important for the production of one essential commodity - salt, which was used in the
preservation of food such as fish and meat. It was noted in the Domesday Book as having eight salt
houses and by the 14th century that had increased to hundreds.
Halfpennies and farthings are seldom found in hoards, probably because of their use as the day-today coin of the ordinary people, used for buying the essentials of life such as bread and ale. In fact,
the price of a loaf of bread was a farthing and there were statutes issued in many towns which set
the weight of the loaf, depending on the harvest, so that the price remained at a farthing.
It is not hard to imagine the distress as this tiny coin perhaps slipped through salt hacked hands and
the prospect of no bread on the table that night loomed large.
Many small denomination coins are found in poor condition due to their thin flans and heavy use,
however this little coin seems to have survived fairly well and has a nice portrait and readable
legends.
For 150 years after Edward I no coins were struck in Ireland, with the exception of two very minor
issues. The coinage which circulated consisted of the remnants of the Edward I issues which had not
been exported, some Scottish coins, billon French coins, especially denier tournois (also known as
‘black money’) and heavily clipped English coins. It was not until 1460 that coins were again minted
in Ireland.
In 1460 the Irish Parliament ordered the issue of a distinctly different coinage for Ireland at three
quarters the weight of the English coins. The head of the king was to be replaced by a single large
crown on the obverse and cross and pellets with a single legend of the mint name on the reverse.
Not only is the design strikingly different, but the fact that there was no legend on the obverse to say
who issued it, makes this ‘Anonymous’ coinage unique among coins issued by or for the kings of
England.
Whether by design or good fortune the Irish Parliament had avoided siding with the House of York or
the House of Lancaster during the Wars of the Roses. It was probably only after Edward had taken
the crown that the coins were actually struck.
Our next find is perhaps the most unusual in that it had been distinctly designed to discourage its
export from Ireland and certainly would have been very noticeable. It is an Edward IV ‘Anonymous’
Crown issue penny struck in Dublin. It was found in Newent, Gloucestershire, a market town in the
Forest of Dean and close to the important medieval centres of Hereford, Gloucester, Ross-on-Wye
and Monmouth.
The coin is pierced and has a flan crack; however, the general condition is fairly good, and it is less
than 1 grain below its issue weight of 11.75 grains. Because of the position of the hole above the
centre of the crown, it had obviously been worn as a pendant with the crown probably facing
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forward. In a period, when the wearing of livery badges was commonplace, perhaps the crown had
some significance, who knows.

Ireland, Edward IV, AR Penny, Dublin, Anonymous coinage, S6280, Wt. 10.52 gr.
After a further 3 attempts to introduce a distinctly Irish coinage by the Irish Parliament and by Sir
John Tiptoft, the King’s Deputy, the 2nd Crown issue, the Rose on Cross issue and Rose on Sun Double
coinage were demonetised in 1470 and a new coinage similar to the English coins ordered to be
minted.
Although Edward IV had been deposed and Henry VI restored for a short period, the Irish nobles
remained loyal to Edward. The new coinage was to be in the style and fineness of the English coins
with the groat weighing 41 grains. This ‘Heavy’ Cross and Pellets issue was only slightly lighter than
the English groat, which had been reduced in 1464 from 60 to 48 grains. Bearing this in mind it is not
surprising then that our next coin had made it way to England.

Ireland, Edward IV, AR Groat, Heavy Cross and Pellets coinage, Drogheda, S6308, Wt. 38.2 gr.
This coinage caused much distress amongst traders and merchants in England. Being struck on a
similar sized flan and with a very similar design, it passed easily for an English groat, though it was
almost 15% lighter.
The coin was found at Misterton, again in Nottinghamshire, close to the town of Gainsborough
which lies between Lincoln and Rotherham. Being on the river Trent, there was access, via the Ouse,
to the North Sea. The area had been important since the time of the Vikings who had used it as a
strategic base and trading centre.
Minted in Drogheda this coin is only a little below weight and shows little wear. It is the Heavy Cross
& Pellets issue and it has a cross in the spandrel below the bust and fleur de li on two treasures on
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the obverse, and the mint signature VILLA DROGHEDA and extra pellets in two quarters on the
reverse.
Even though the Irish coins were reduced in weight in 1473, this English style coinage continued to
cause problems to merchants and shop keepers in England, especially the groats. The pennies were
probably less of a concern - because of their size the difference in weight was less easily detected.
If the numbers of Irish pennies found in England are anything to go by, they seemed to circulate
quite freely and with the quatrefoil on the reverse of many they looked the same as pennies minted
in York and are often confused with them.
Our next coin is one such penny. It was found in Shropshire, an area frequently involved in conflict
with the Welsh. It is a ‘Light Cross & Pellets’ issue penny of Dublin with mullets by the crown and as
can be seen it resembles closely the coins minted in York. This issue had many variations in the
symbols on the obverse, pellets, crowns and mullets, by the neck and beside the crown. The reverse
was the normal cross with pellets and a quatrefoil or a rose in the centre.

Ireland, Edward IV, AR Penny, Light Cross &
Pellets coinage, Dublin

England, Edward IV, AR Penny, 2nd Reign, York

This state of affairs could not be allowed to continue and a new issue with a ‘difference’ was ordered
by Edward in 1478. This gave rise to a very limited issue without the King’s portrait which was soon
also withdrawn.
A further new design was produced, which still bore the King’s head on the obverse, but it was now
flanked by suns and roses at the neck and crown. It was the reverse where the difference was more
apparent: on the groat a large rose was placed in the centre of the cross and on the pennies a small
rose was placed on the cross and the pellets in the quarters were replaced with small suns and
roses. These coins were struck in the early 1480’s and were the final coins minted in Ireland for
Edward IV.

Ireland, Edward IV, AR Penny, Dublin, Sun & Roses/ Rose-on-Cross coinage, S6393, Wt. 6.22 gr.
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The last coin to return home is one of this last issue and was minted in Dublin. It is small in size,
probably clipped or perhaps struck on a small flan. The condition is quite good as all the main
features are visible. It was found near a town called Kilham - a minor market town in the East
Yorkshire Wolds north of Kingston-on-Hull. With no large trading centres nearby and no major roads
its journey to this somewhat quiet place some 500 years ago will remain a mystery.
Of course, the thoughts about how the above coins arrived at the places they were found is purely
speculation. How they were earned, who handled them, what they may have bought and perhaps
what impact their loss had on their last owner are questions which, to me, bring life and colour to
the hobby which has enthralled me for over half a century of having a tangible contact with the past.
Coins are not meaningless metal discs. Their design, their various marks, their weight, who issued
them, where they were issued and what they bought are all glimpses into the past.
The coins featured in this short paper are far from being the finest specimens available, but I think
their journeys, no matter how mundane, give them character.
NB: It has been suggested to me that many of the Irish coins reported to have been found in England
had in fact been found in Ireland, by gangs of unscrupulous ‘detectorists’, then taken to England and
provided with a bogus provenance enabling them then to be sold openly. If this is the case, it is a
tragedy for Irish numismatics which must be addressed.
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