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“Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside 

every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that 

is set before us, looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that 

was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of 

the throne of God.” –Hebrews 12:1-2 

 
This past spring, a few of us dived into the book of Hebrews in our weekly Bible 

study. This sermon-letter is a rich text full of many references about who Jesus is to us as 
Christians, but it contains a little more than that, too. 

The author of Hebrews is writing to a faith community wrestling with their faith and 
their future; a faith community surrounded by threats and persecutions because of their 
beliefs as Christians, who have no clue what the next day may bring. To encourage them 
and nurture them in faithfulness, Hebrews’ author rehearses the stories of Abel, Enoch, and 
Noah, Abraham and Sarah, of Moses and the prophets of Israel. These people were faced 
with uncertainty and insurmountable odds, but nevertheless they relied on the promises of 
God and endured hardships, finishing their own race of faithfulness by the grace and 
providence of God. Surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, these early Hebrew 
Christians are capable of laying aside the weight of persecution and the temptations of sin. 
They are able to focus instead on Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, the finish line 
of our marathon, and they are able to endure the uncertainty and apprehension that the 
future brings. 

Our future is always uncertain. We never know what may come our way in our 
country, in our church, in our congregation, in our community, or in our own daily living. But 
what is certain, what is true, and what is promised is that God will guide us just as He did 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and all of the witnesses who surround us and testify to what God 
has done for us through the resurrection of Jesus.  

My prayer for you is that as you seek to understand God’s vision for this 
congregation’s future, you look to your own cloud of witnesses, and “lay aside every weight 
and sin which clings so closely” so that your race can be run without hindrance. Continue to 

pray with one another, for one another, and for the endurance to continue running our race. May you be blessed in all 
that you do, always looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our shared faith. 

 

“Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by the 

blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with everything good that you may do his will, working in us that which is pleasing in his 

sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.” –Hebrews 13:20-21 

 

Blessings of peace, 
 
–Vicar Brandon Heavner 
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Celebrate 
Lewisville’s 25th anniversary 

 

 
25 Years of Incorporation 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 13, 2016 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 13
th

 

A FUN-FILLED DAY OF FAMILY, FRIENDS, 
COMMUNITY & CELEBRATION 

MUSIC . FOOD . ACTIVITIES 
 

2:00-9:00 P.M. 
SHALLOWFORD SQUARE 

6555 Shallowford Road, Lewisville, NC 27023 
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Shiloh Lutheran’s Annual  
Homecoming Celebration 

      Mark your calendars for the 2016 
Homecoming Celebration on Sunday, August 14. 
Our Guest Speaker leading our service will be 
Reverend Jason Huebner. He was our Vicar 
during 2012-2013. Please be sure to welcome 
Pastor Jason, Amy, Jacob and Lilly to fellowship 
and worship with us again. 
      Morning Worship will be at 10:45 am followed 
by a covered-dish lunch, fellowship, and other 
activities. Bring your favorite dish to share. If you 
have any Shiloh memorabia to show, bring that 
too. This year will mark 239th anniversary for 
Shiloh Lutheran Congregation. Shiloh is the 
oldest congregation in Lewisville, NC. 

 

Lewisville Community Churches 
American Red Cross Blood Drive 

Sharon UMC will be the hosting Church for 
the Blood Drive on Saturday, July 9, from 
9am-1:30 pm. The church is located at 5330 
Sharon Church Rd in Lewisville If you can 
help with providing any baked good items or 
volunteer, please contact Gayle Walker @ 
945-9130. 

Remember the need for blood does not take a 

vacation. Cancer patients and emergencies 

continue to need blood products year round. 

Update on Interim Pastor  
      The Bishop has approved extending Vicar 
Brandon’s time with Shiloh until August 7.  
Augsburg’s financial involvement with Vicar 
Brandon will expire June 30.  However, he is 
going on a retreat with a youth group from 
Augsburg the first week in July.  Any 
emergency needs during that week, please 
contact Calvin and he will be in contact with 
Vicar Brandon. The church council approved 
to extend Vicar Brandon’s contract  through 
August 7.  We will pay his salary for four 
days/week plus Sunday and his rent through 
August 8.  (Moving day will probably be 
August 6.)  Motion approved by the church 
council. 
      The Church council continues to work 
with Bishop Smith and synod staff to locate 
an interim pastor for Shiloh.  Will keep folks 
updated as we move forward. At this time we 
do not have person in mind to serve Shiloh. 
      A “Farewell Luncheon” is planned for 
Sunday, July 31, for Vicar Brandon. His last 
Sunday with us will be the following Sunday, 
August 7.  
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Forward Together 

      Thanks to all who donated deserts for  the 
Lewisville Elementary teachers luncheon on May 
31.Thank you to Cornelia, Pat, Martha, Donna, 
Janet, Tony and Gail for getting things together, 
delivered, set-up at the school. We could not have 
done it without all hands on deck. 
      Also, thanks to Janet and Donna for serving as 
proctors during the EOG testing. 

While you take a summer dip, 
 make sure you remember to clip 

Coupons for Military families, 
Box Tops for Education and 

Labels for Education 
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WISE AS AN OWL? 

Last month we were given examples of things that are sometimes more harmful than helpful when others are 
experiencing painful situations. This month we begin considering ways to show God's love in helpful ways.  

When we want to comfort someone, there is something we can all do--LISTEN! (By phone or visit) We may not know 
the best words to help another, so perhaps we should consider this poem by an anonymous writer:  

A wise old owl sat in an oak; 
The more he saw the less he spoke; 

The less he spoke the more he heard;  
Why can't we all be like that wise old bird? 

We are wise to be careful, in all situations, what we say or how much we say. This is especially true when others are 
grieving. Our silent presence may help more than abundant expressions of sympathy: "No one spoke a word to him, for 
they saw that his grief was very great." (Job 2:13)  

A hug, a touch, a handshake, an arm around a shoulder, a facial expression of love and concern, taking time to sit and truly 
listen to the person's concerns, memories.or even anger against God or others (which we need not defend) are all wonderful 
helps for one who might be feeling lost and lonely.  

Just being present and listening lets the person know they are not alone--that we care and are there for them.   

"He who restrains his lips is wise" (proverbs 10:19) 

 

In Our Prayers: Leasa Cooper,Mayo Dull, Calvin Dull, 

Michael Dull, Joan Thompson, Paul Thompson, Joyce 
Wilson, Bill & Frances Lefler, Dorinda Witty, David 
Rhinehart, Debbie Kepley, Phillip O’Toole, Maureen 
O’Toole, Joe Youngblood, Peggy Norris, Kanaan, Tim 
Chandler. 
Our prayers and sympathy for Debbie Kepley and family 
following the death of her mother, Barbara Snider,on 
June 18. A memorial service was held at Shiloh on June 
21. 
Our prayers and sympathy for the family and friends of 
Dr Claudia Huddleston following her death on June 21. 

Items We Are Collecting in July 
Lewisville Community Assistance Program (LCAP): 
Shampoo & Conditioner. A donation Collection box is 
located in the church narthex. 
 
Operation Christmas Child shoebox program: 
school supplies, also continue to pick up summer items 
(t-shirts, flip-flops, out door games) for 2-14 years of 
age. A donation box is located in the Fellowship Hall.  
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Shiloh Lutheran Church 
PO Box 125/703 Lewisville-Vienna Road 
Lewisville, NC 27023 
Shiloh Office: 336- 945-5255  
Vicar Brandon Heavner 
Email: shilohlutheran@gmail.com  
Cell #:1-980-429-6275 
Office Hours:  

Tuesday: off, but available in the event of an emergency.  
Wednesday morning (9-12) in the office at Shiloh, visitation 
for the afternoon  
Thursday: morning visitation & afternoon office at 
Shiloh  2-5pm 
Vicar  Brandon will be at Shiloh two additional days/week 
during July. Times will be posted on the office or call the 
office or his cell # 
 
 Worship Schedule   

Sunday School: Summer Break until September 
Worship Service:10:45 am 

 

The Shiloh Informer 
is distributed the first Sunday of every month. Information is due the 20th of 
each month  

Announcements for each Sunday’s bulletin is due by 4 pm Thursdays  

Shiloh Lutheran Church 

PO Box 125 

Lewisville, NC 27023 

July 

2016 
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