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Pastor John’s Message:   

We might well send our pastors and people out into the community to hear our neighbors' needs, 
hopes and dreams. Once we have gained the neighbor's trust, however, do we offer only worship 
and life tailored to the needs and concerns of the seeker? Or does the whole body of Christ-
congregational life come right along with it?  

In the 1990s, I served a sprawling congregation in the suburbs. In those days, ill that place, we 
didn't do much to attract new members. It was true that everyone on staff worked hard-very hard. It 
was also true that our youth programs were exceptionally well attended. But it was also true that 
visitors just carne to church, in and of themselves.  

At that time I did not hear concerns about membership decline, denominational decline or 
congregational closures. Yet now, 25 years later, these topics seem to come up with frightful 
regularity. The church, as an kinds of astute people have pointed out, is no longer in its heyday.  

In the area of the country where I now serve, the Pacific Northwest, it's not uncommon for only 1 
in 10 people to have any interest in church life. People seem to prefer being spiritual to attending 
church. Personal relationship with God, however one envisions God, is generally valued over 
experiencing God through law and gospel, word and sacrament. Given that our Lord has made it 
clear that the faithful are to go out "fishing" (Matthew 4:19), all this leads to interesting dynamics.  

And today we've paid much attention to outreach. Wonderfully creative programs are in the works 
at congregational, synodical and national levels. I wonder, though, if in the middle of this very 
needed emphasis, we tend to forget what might be the other equally important side of the coin. 
Congregational life.  

Our good-intentioned outreach efforts might well address the need for current congregational 
members to open up toward the wider world. It is the painful truth that our hubris insists that we not 
bend for anyone on the outside. Programs and ministries that call us to see the stranger, our 
neighbor, and hear his or her story bear 'witness to the Spirit's evermoving presence.  

I'm convinced, however, that as much as we can be called to hear the seeker and others like him 
or her, attentiveness to what we are inviting that seeker into is just as necessary. 

Will we, for instance, invite the new one into a group of people that are a little crabby, if not downright irritable, for all the 
changes made for the new one's sake? Or will we give common witness to what Jesus seemed to have envisioned, a 
place not so much where gentiles worship one way and Jews another, but where distinctions between people empty, and 
all sing the new song, joyously, in hope?  

When new ones come to the community, win it be about us having power? Or them having power? Or will it be about the 
gospel having power in us, between us, through us?  
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We might do all we can to have our bands in tune, our 
name tags up and ready. But will we hear and see not 
only intonation from our musicians, but more, 
servanthood? As name tags are given in all diligence, 
will the feel of worship also make tangible that these are 
people-old and young alike-who care for one another, 
pray for one another, speak with one another, know one 
another, without, even once, neglecting the stranger 
along the way?  

I wonder if we've lost our way to many outside of the 
church at least in some part because we have neglected 
to live out communally that deep sense of what we know 
to be Good Friday grace, that profound sense of what 
we know to be Easter joy.  

And I wonder if we would put our efforts not only toward 
outreach, but also toward this lived-in-ness of the 
gospel, whether we would sense the Spirit anew, 
gathering us, growing us, once more.  

By Karen Olson (Living Lutheran)  
============================================================================================================================  
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lunch Bunch 
      On Sunday, October 30, was the second outing for 
Shiloh’s Lunch Bunch. A group of 15 church members 
enjoyed having lunch together at Alex’s Grill in Lewisville.  
Plans are in the works for having our next outing, tentative 
on Sunday, November 27. This is the Sunday after 
Thanksgiving. You may be tired of turkey and would like a 
different entree . Needed a hosting family to arrange with 
the restaurant the time and number of seats so attendees 
can be seated quickly to make it a pleasant experience for 
all. Open to suggestion of restaurants that have good food, 
not too expensive, and can accommodate the group 
(Dutch-treat). Look for announcements in the bulletin or 
contact any Church Council Member. 
      Enjoy Good Fellowship, Good food, and NO cooking. 
       HOLDEN EVENING PRAYER SERVICES 

Once again, Shiloh will join with Christ Lutheran 
Church for Holden Evening Prayer services during 
Advent.  We will begin on November 27 at 6:30.  
Each week we have a time of fellowship with 
goodies and Pastor Don Murray's famous hot apple 
cider followed by the prayer service.  Please mark 
your calendars to be present for these wonderfully 
peaceful services - a true respite from the rush and 
hurry that can dominate this season.  Christ 
Lutheran will provide the "goodies" on the first and 
third Advent gatherings and Shiloh will provide 
them on the second and fourth.  If anyone needs 
transportation to these services, please contact 
Janet Hutchens and someone from our church will 
come to pick you up either at the church or at your 
home.  Invite your friends and neighbors to join us 
for this special time together.  

 

Update Outdoor Nativity Drive-thru 
Due to us not being able to get animals this year for the Drive 
Thru Nativity, these are our options. 
1. Make the animals ourselves, with the help of the congregation. 
2. Have it without any animals. 
3. We don't have it at all this year. This option also applies if we 
cannot get enough people to fill the parts and stand-ins for relief 
due the cold weather.  
    Please let Crystal Everhart know as soon as possible 
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Lewisville Community Churches 
American Red Cross Blood Drive 

      On Saturday, November 12, Shiloh will be the 
hosting Church for the Blood Drive. If you can help 
with providing any baked good items or volunteer to 
help on that Saturday, please contact  
Gayle Walker. 
Remember, the need for blood does Not take a 
Break. Cancer patients, surgeries, and emergencies 

continue to need blood products year round. During 

the weekend of Hurricane Matthew, a great number 
of Blood Drive were cancelled in NC, SC, Georgia 
and Florida. 

 

Operation Christmas Child project 
      Sunday, November 13, following morning worship 
volunteers are needed to help pack the shoeboxes with 
items collected. Items needed are small dolls & stuffed 
animals, small games & puzzles, crayons, washable 
coloring markers, note pads, girls socks, small size 
 t-shirts. Also individuals can pack their own OCC 
shoeboxes. Logo printed empty shoeboxes are 
available for you in the narthex and in the Fellowship 
Hall. 
      Operation Christmas Child brings joy and hope to 
children in desperate situations around the world 
through simple gift-filled shoe boxes and the Good 
News of God’s love through Jesus Christ. Look for more 
information in the newsletter, bulletin and bulletin board 
in the months leading up to the November Collection 
week of November 14-21. Dedication Sunday for 
completed shoeboxes will be on November 20. 
Following morning worship the completed shoeboxes 
will be delivered to the local drop-off church, River Oaks 
Community Church.  

 

Update Pinto Bean Supper 
On October 15, 2016 we held our annual Pinto 
Bean/Hot Dog & Baked Goods Auction. We had 
approximately 35 people in attendance. After a 
delicious meal it was on to the auction of some 
amazing cakes,pies,brownies,and homemade chow 
chow. As always Crystal Everhart put her 
auctioneer skills into full speed. We manage to 
collect $302.00 dollars. This year we decided to 
take the money and buy school supplies for 
Lewisville Elementary School. Thanks to Terry Dull, 
Crystal, and Jeff for preparing the food and 

everyone who baked all the goodies.  
 

Church Council Representatives 
Three new church council members will be needed for the 
upcoming 3 year terms. Please contact Calvin Dull if you 
would consider serving on council. The Congregation 
meeting to elect council members and approve the Budget 
for 2017 is scheduled for Sunday, December 4. New 
councils members will be installed on December 11. 

https://www.facebook.com/crystal.c.everhart
https://www.facebook.com/jeff.everhart.5
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Thanksgiving Blessings  

      November is the official month for giving thanks for our many blessings, which we don't always even remember. Time 
passes, yesterday fades, and we are concerned with this moment. When that happens, we can also forget just how good 
God has been to us. Perhaps that's why David wrote in Psalm 103:5, "Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and forget not all His 
benefits. "  
      On Thanksgiving Day most of us gather with family/friends to prepare, eat a huge meal and enjoy fellowship with 
these special people. Usually there are lots of leftovers, which after a few days, spoil.  
      John reminds us, "Do not work for the food that perishes, but for the food that endures for eternal life which the Son of 
Man will give you. " (John 6:27) What is this food? Faith, hope, and love!! God serves these fresh every day and none 
spoils.  
      We may remember to thank God for specific blessings, but forget thanks for His steady, everyday divine love that 
continually surrounds us. It sustains us in our daily chores, and at night it cleanses our troubled thoughts and grants us 
peace.    
      "It is good to give thanks to the Lord, to sing praises to you, 0 Most High; to declare your steadfast  

love in the morning, and your faithfulness by night." (Psalm 92:1-2)  

"When upon life's billows you are tempest tossed, 
when you are discouraged, thinking all is lost, 

Count your many blessings, name then on 

               

               

               

               

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

               

               

             

           

           

           

           

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

                                                                                                     
 

In our prayers: Mayo & Betty Dull, Calvin Dull, Leasa 

Cooper, Michael Dull, Joyce Wilson, Bill & Frances 

Lefler, Dorinda Witty, Pat McKinney, David Rhinehard, 

Debbie Kepley, Philip O'Toole, Maureen O'Toole, Joe 

Youngblood, Peggy Norris, Kanaan, Tim Chandler, 

Brenda Mann Jones 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lewisville Community Assistance Program 

(LCAP) 
Items of the month for November are canned 
chicken and powered milk. Other non-perishable 
items are always needed. A donation collection 
box is located in the narthex. Thank you to all who 
participate to the program. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Honoring All Those Who Have Served Veterans Day Celebration  
Thursday, November 10th 

9:00-10:00 
Lewisville Elementary Schoo! Gymnasium 

Reception to Follow in School Media Center 
Please Join Us in Honoring All The Men and Women Who Have Served Our Community 

Please RSVP to Lewisville Elementary School: 336-703-4224 

 

"If we thanked God for all the good things, we wouldn't have time to complain about 
the bad."  (Barbara Johnson)  
 

Lewisville Community Thanksgiving Service 

Every year the churches of Lewisville get together for 

several events and one of them is Thanksgiving! This year 

it will be Sunday, November 20, at 5:30 pm at Shallowford 

Square. It's a great time of community togetherness. 
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The Shiloh Informer 
is distributed the first Sunday of every month. Information is due the 20th of 
each month  
Announcements for each Sunday’s bulletin should be sent in by  

4 pm Thursdays  
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 Worship Schedule   

Sunday School: 09:30 am  
Worship Service:10:45 am 
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