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A Prayer at the Beginning of Lent - Concerning Discipline and Sacrifice  

Almighty God, we welcome special seasons and times that give emphasis and accent to living. 
We thank you, our God, for the holy season of Lent. In a consumer society we learn again that 
humankind does not live by bread alone. In the midst of these times when license has become a 
way of life, we confess our need for discipline. In an era when we seek our security in possessing 
things, teach us again not lose our souls for the sake of things.  

During the days of this holy season, we remember your Son Jesus who humbled himself and took 
the form of a servant. This one whom we can Lord was truly the Suffering Servant. And at length 
he gave his own life as a sacrifice for those he loved and as an offering to you.  

Grant to us, our Father, the willingness to discipline our lives and to become truly your disciples in 
word and deed. Give us a willingness to make sacrifice of ourselves and our substance in your 
service. Help us to know and to experience what it means to take up our cross and follow your 
Son.  

Refashion our thought so that we may recognize our need for the discipline that sets us free. Give 
us a new awareness of the meaning of sacrifice for our lives. Purify us by experience and cause 
us to know in everything the constraint of love. Give back to our formless lives the form of your 
purpose for us.  

Gracious God, we live in the community of love. Restore to our lives mutual respect and concern 
for one another. Teach us to bear one another's burdens and so fulfill the law of Christ. So abide in our midst that the 
world may see you in us and glorify you.  

Be with us throughout the days of Lent that we may deny ourselves and serve you only, whom to serve is perfect 
freedom. We make our prayer in the name of him who denied himself and gave his life a ransom for many, even Jesus 
the Christ and our Lord. Amen.  

Pastor John Beeg 
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What we know or may not know about the church’s working structure. 

Do you know how many committees make up the church’s structure in order to manage all aspects of its functions? 

Several years ago starting in January, a mini series of information sheets were included every week in the bulletin to 
educate church members regarding the various committees with a description and duties of each committee of Shiloh 
Lutheran. This included just six of the basic committees making up the church’s structure.  

      The Goal: to better communicate, educate, promote understanding and encourage members to serve on 
committees, even committees that may be new for them so there are fresh ideas and enthusiasm.  

      Here are some of the duties of each of the six Committees listed in the Church By Laws.  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christian Education  
This committee, in conjunction with the Pastor, oversees all 
educational teachings provided within the Church. Presents 
a budget to the Finance committee, review educational 
materials and purchase materials as needed. Recruit 
teachers and staff to insure a structured, safe learning 
environment. Provide a report to the Church Council as to 
current and planned activities and communicate with the 
congregation and other boards as needed. 
Three tasks this committee oversees: Sunday School, 
Vacation Bible School, and Confirmation. 

Evangelism & Public Relations  
      This committee is to minister, with the Pastor for the well-
being of the church membership; stimulate spiritual growth and 
encourage church fellowship, Will, with the assistance of the 
Pastor, contact visitors. Likewise, plan and work with other 
organizations to establish outreach in the community. This 
committee must communicate to church members as well as 
the community, particularly when a community outreach event 
is planned. 
      Therefore, the Public Relations part of the committee must 
work with other church committees to broadcast information 
thru the media; radio, TV, newspaper, flyers, etc.  
      Other functions of this committee are; review parish 
publications, care for the bulletin boards and submit information 
to the Synod publications.  
      Church attendance records are the responsibility of this 
committee.  

 

Worship & Music 
      Oversees the Church services, including but not limited 
to; securing altar supplies, arrange for ushers and acolytes 
and coordinate with the Pastor and organist to assure 
musical supplies are available.  
      Assure services are conducted regularly and in 
accordance with the liturgy of the ELCA.  
      Supply hymnals, communion and altar supplies and any 
other needed devotional material.  
      Obtain a supply pastor if needed.  
      Interview and give a recommendation to the council if 
an organist replacement is needed.  

 

Social Ministry 
      Extend Christian compassion and helpfulness to those with 
special needs.  
      This committee is to work with persons in crisis coordinating 
assistance. This can be for persons who are ill, imprisoned, 
orphaned, underprivileged or in need of emergency aid. There 
should also be an awareness of local social conditions and 

critical problems in order to plan for intervention. This 

committee should be aware of and communicate to church 
members names of anyone who is a shut in, hospitalized or 
experiencing a calamity.  
      Organize and make sure the prayer chain functions as it 
should and that the list is current and accurate. 

Property Committee 
The Property committee with the help of all congregational 
members, provides for the care and improvements of the 
church properties; compiles a budget for maintenance, 
repairs, replacements and handles all physical 
maintenance.  
      Tasks of this committee is to make provisions for care, 
improvements, building purchases and the 
recommendations of insurance coverage as well as 
manage the cemeteries. One major responsibility of this 
committee is to organize an annual day and/or days for 
repairs and/or care for the greater church complex. In so 
doing, this committee is asking for members at large to 
assist in maintaining. OUR Church.  
      Certainly, consider joining or offering assistance to this 
committee since there is so much to oversee. You may 
have an area of expertise that could be put to good use. 
The committee also reports to the Council at regular 
meetings.  

Finance Committee 
The Finance responsibilities include, but are not limited  
to, drafting a budget, overseeing the Church's financial affairs, 
manage the investments, and provide annual audits. Finance 
also makes offering envelopes and pledge cards available to 
the membership along with the distribution of the, "certificate of 
gifts", forms for IRS purposes.  
      Remember all congregational members have gifts to give; 
some they may not be aware of. Remember sharing of talents 
doesn't just mean money. Giving of time and expertise likewise 
are of high importance.  

 

You are encouraged to learn more about the workings of your church by asking to attend a committee meeting to learn more 
and see how you can help. Committees are not beneficial if they do not function, and they cannot function without manpower, 
communication and cooperation. 
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Upcoming Services 
Lent Season Begins with 

Ash Wednesday Service at 7 pm 
Lenten Services continue 

every Thursday beginning on 
March 9 beginning at 6pm with Soup Supper  

then the Lenten Service. 
Choir Practice will follow the 

Lenten Services 
Holy Week begins with 

Passion/Palm Sunday on April 9 
Look for updates on Holy Week Services 

in April Shiloh Informer and upcoming  
Sunday Bulletins 

 Volunteers Needed 
 Additional volunteers are needed to help with 
communion set-up, clean-up; opening and closing 
the buildings for services; and acolytes. Please let 
Judy Craver know if you can volunteer for a month or 
even if you can just do it an occasional Sunday, 
would help. A signup sheet is posted on the bulletin 
board in the narthex. 

 

Birthdays are special days but our baptism date is also very 

special. We'd like to develop a list of these dates, so dig out 
your baptism certificate. There is a sheet on the table in the 
narthex to make a note of your name and that date.  

 

American Red Cross Blood Drive 
    Lewisville Community Churches Blood Drive will be 
held at Trinity Community Church located 
 819 Williams Road, Lewisville, NC, on Saturday, 
March 11 from 9 am-1:30 pm. 
      For more information or to schedule an 
appointment, please contact: Gayle Walker @ 336-
945-9130 or if you can provide a baked good. Each 
church is responsible for providing at least 1 baked 
good each Blood Drive. Lewisville Community 
Churches Blood Drives are every other month. Photo 
ID is required.  

Walk-ins Welcome 
 

Altar Flowers Signup 
      There is a new Altar Flower Signup list for 2017 on 
the bulletin board in the narthex. Flowers are not 
needed during the Lent season but will again be 
needed starting with Easter Sunday, April 16. You 
may use a florist or do your own arrangements. Two 
identical arrangements are needed, one for the left 
and one for the right side of the altar. 
      Cornelia Kepley has been gracious to share her 
tallent of arranging the flowers most Sundays but she 
needs a break from this duty.  
      Please consider signing up for a few Sundays 
during the year. If you need help arranging flowers let 
Judy Craver or Cornelia Kepley know.  
      If you are providing flowers in Memory,in Honor of, 
or for a Special Occssion, please let Ruth Miller know 
if you would like it included in the Sunday bulletin. 
 

Easter Lily Cross 
WELCA will again sponsor the Easter Lily Cross for Easter 
Sunday this year. Look for upcoming information in the 
Sunday bulletin. The charge will be $5 per bloom in memory 
or in honor of family members, pets, or friends you wish to 
remember.  
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THOUGHTS FOR LENT 

"Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave Himself for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God."  
(Ephesians 5:2) 

Someone has said that the three disciplines of Lent-prayer, fasting, and almsgiving-are examples of 
concrete practices that can give us spiritual benefit.  But why and how?  

Increased prayer during this time may become a habit of feeling God's love and care (peace) which carries over to all 
parts of life and may be an inspiration to others, and be something that we do not want to give up at the end of Lent. 

Whether it be occasional "all day fasting" or "giving up") of something for the whole period of Lent, fasting reminds us of 
our need for God's power and care and can lead to not only physical hunger, but a hunger for God's Word. 

Almsgiving begins a pattern of sharing with people in need that can continue long after Lent is over and reminds us that 
all things are God's and we are but stewards. 

These disciplines can, therefore, lead to our becoming closer to our Lord and Savior; and when this happens, we also 
become more loving and effective servants to our neighbors as well. 

"I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who lives in me. "    

                                                                                                                    (Galatians 2: 19b-20a)  

                                        

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              

In our prayers: Mayo & Betty Dull, Calvin Dull, 

Leasa Cooper, Joyce Wilson, Emma Kepley, Jim 
Priest, Brenda Mann Jones, Bill & Frances Lefler, Pat 
McKinney, Debbie Kepley, Philip O'Toole, Maureen 
O'Toole, Joe Youngblood, Peggy Norris, Tim 
Chandler, Alice Niewoehner, Andrew & Peggy 
Patella,and the family & friends of  Joan Thompson 
following her death on February 10. Joan’s funeral 
service was held at 2:00pm, Monday, February 13, 
2017 at Shiloh Lutheran Church with the Rev. Dr. 

John Beeg officiating. 

 

Items We Are Collecting for March 
Lewisville Community Assistance Program 
Items for the month of March: mustard and jellies 
(please make sure to check the expiration date on 
the label of items donated to this program)  
Operation Christmas Child shoebox program: 
small stuffed animals, dolls, matchbox type cars &  
trucks, yoyos, slinkies 

Souper Bowl of Caring Sunday 
       
Pictured to the left Eric Westendorff holds a soup pot to 
collect donations on our annual Souper Bowl of Caring 
Sunday. Donations were also accepted during the 
remainder of February. The donations will be sent to 
Senior Services of Forsyth County for the “Meals on 
Wheels” program. This year we collected $303.00 for 
this program. Thank you to all who donated toward this 
cause. 
      Meals-on-Wheels operates three nutrition programs 
to assist the homebound elderly in Forsyth County: hot 
meals, groceries, and frozen meals. 
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Shiloh Lutheran Church 
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 Worship Schedule   
Sunday School: 09:30 am  
Worship Service:10:45 am 

 

The Shiloh Informer 
is distributed the first Sunday of every month. Information is due the 20th of 
each month  
Announcements for each Sunday’s bulletin should be sent to Ruth Miller by  

4 pm Thursdays  
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