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Pastor’s Message: Avoiding sleeping through Lent 
By Jane Otte February 9, 2016 Living Lutheran magazine 

      As a church musician, I rely on the Sunday themes of the church year to guide my choices of 
hymns and choir anthems. And as we approach Lent, I relish the opportunity to sing “Oh, 
Wondrous Image, Vision Fair” (ELW 316) with a trumpet introduction. I enjoy that joyous 
Transfiguration Sunday before we throw out the “Alleluias” and move into Lent. 
      Transfiguration Sunday is a wondrous celebration of Jesus revealed as God’s son. It is 
astounding to read the Transfiguration story again and to realize that Peter, James and John 
almost slept through the whole event! Luke writes that they “were weighed down with sleep; but 
since they had stayed awake, they saw his glory …” (Luke 9:32). 
      Luke often describes how Jesus goes to a quiet place to pray. The disciples must have been 
weary of the pace that Jesus set and his long sessions of prayer, so it’s understandable that they 
almost missed a godly revelation because of their desire to sleep. 
      Because I knew that Transfiguration Sunday was coming, I entered that celebration with 
eyes wide open. The disciples did not have any advance notice. And with my eyes wide open, I 
know that Lent is coming, and I would rather avoid that sorrowful season. I want to stay on the 
mountain! I would rather shut my eyes and avoid the grief of remembering Jesus’ suffering. 
      This was also the experience of Peter, James and John. In Luke 22:45, the Gospel writer 
tells that when the disciples were in the garden, Jesus “found them sleeping because of grief.” It 
is so human to shut our eyes and pretend for a few moments of unconsciousness that Jesus will 
not have to suffer and die. 
      If we shut our eyes and sleep too long, we will miss the mountain top and the valley. We will 
miss the experience of being with Jesus through all of Lent. 

Awaken, Lord, our spirit to know and love you more, 

In faith to stand unshaken, in spirit to adore. 

(The Only Son from Heaven, ELW 309, verse 3). 

 
Jane Otte recently retired as executive director of prisoner and family ministry for Lutheran Social Services of Illinois. She 
now she writes, mentors, explores jazz interpretations of hymns and directs choir. She is married to Marlin Otte, pastor of 
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church, Marion, Ill.) 
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NC Synod’s Leadership School for Mission 

and Renewal is a new ministry of the synod. 

The school will offer one course (8-12 sessions) in the 

spring and fall of two consecutive years. Registrants may 

take all of the courses or select among them. Students 

who complete all four courses will receive a certificate of 

completion from the synod designating them as equipped 

for particular roles of leadership within a congregation. 

Homebase for instruction will be Lenoir-Rhyne University, 

with classes live-streamed to multiple remote sites, each 

with its own facilitator/s. 

The Spring 2017 course is “Delving Deeper into 

Faith” and will run from February 9 through April 6 from 

6:30 to 8:00 p.m. Please consider attending this Spring 

2017 course at Lutheran Church of the Epiphany in 

Winston-Salem. To register & information: 

www.nclutheran.org/events 

Mary Jane Beeg has information if you have questions.  

 

 

 

Yard Sale Items 
      There are items from the September yard sale still in 
the Luther Wood classroom in the sanctuary building 
along with  the "First Chrisrnons" (the ones made from 
styrofoam). If you would like any of these items, please 
take them by February 12th. Any remaining items will be 
removed after this date. Please note: the piano, 
bookcase, chairs, and tables are not included in the items 
for removal. If you have questions regarding items check 
with Pat Komas. 

 Needed New Coordinator for Forward Together 
      A new coordinator is needed for the Forward 
Together initiative we have with Lewisville Elementary 
School. We appreciate Donna Molofsky's dedication to 
this project. If someone would be willing to serve as the 
contact point for this initiative, Donna will be glad to 
provide guidance on how to proceed with the project. 

Annual Congregation Meeting 
      The annual congregation meeting will be held on 
Sunday, February 12, following worship to approve the 
annual reports. Other matters of business may be 
discussed. In the event of inclement weather that causes 
us to cancel service, the meeting will be held the 
following Sunday. 

 

Souper Bowl of Caring 2017 
      This year Souper Bowl Sunday is on February 5. 
Donations will be collected in soup pots following worship 
service on that Sunday. The donations collected will go 
toward the “Meals on Wheels” program of Forsyth 
County. We will also continue to receive donations during 
the remainder of February. Please write checks to “Shiloh 
Lutheran Church” and on the memo line write “Souper 
Bowl”. Cash donations can be put in an envelope labeled 
for Souper Bowl and placed in the offering plate if it is 
after Souper Bowl Sunday.  

 

Mark your calendar! 
February 25: General Cleaning Day starting at 9 a.m. 
February 28: Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper at 6 p.m. 
March 1:       Ash Wednesday Service at 7 pm 

**Look for updates of Lenten services in March 
newsletter and Sunday bulletins 

 
       
       

Don’t forget to check your church mailbox in the 
Educational building. If you do not have a mailbox with 
your name, please notify Ruth Miller.  
 
Don’t forget when you leave the building(s), the lights are 
out, water is not running in kitchen or bathrooms, and the 
doors are locked.  Be aware of your surroundings if 
you are alone.  

 

http://www.nclutheran.org/events
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THE MONTH OF LOVE 

Although February is considered by many as the month of LOVE (especially the 14th), love is needed 

by all of us every day of every month.  

Everyone and everything flourishes when given love, and diminishes when love is withheld.  

Do you know what is the greatest love story of all time? It's found in the Bible ( so it's not Romeo 

and Juliet). It's God's unconditional love for us that sent His Son to die on the crossfor us!! 

(John 3:16) The word "love" is used hundreds of times in the Bible;  

Love is not only one of God's attributes; it is an essential part of His nature.  

    "God is love" (1 John 4:8, 16)--the personification of perfect love!  

      "Such love as this surpasses our powers of understanding (Ephesians 3: 19).  

       "Love like this is everlasting (Jeremiah 31 :3,  
                                                        free (Hosea 14:4)  

                                                                             sacrificial (John 3:16),  

                                                                                                 and enduring to the end (John 13: 1)  

The word "love" (agape love) is used hundreds of times in the Bible. Although we use love as a noun, it 

is very much a verb. Agape love not only shows God's love for Christ and we who believe, but also 

conveys God's will to His children about their attitudes toward one another. Without such love, we 

are nothing (1 Corinthians 13:3). Loving and helping others is God's purpose for us! So let's show this 

love not only in February but every month!  

"God loves a cheerful giver." (2 Corinthians 9:7) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In our prayers: Mayo & Betty Dull, Calvin Dull, Leasa 

Cooper, Joyce Wilson, Joan Thompson, Brenda Mann 
Jones, Bill & Frances Lefler, Pat McKinney, David 
Rhinehard, Debbie Kepley, Philip O'Toole, Maureen 
O'Toole, Joe Youngblood, Peggy Norris, Kanaan’s 
family following his death, Tim Chandler, Alice 
Niewoehner, Andrew, Cindy & Richard Patala, Jane 
Davis, Greg & Sandra Vance, Jim Priest, Emma Kepley, 
Martha Rierson,  
 

Lewisville Community Assistance Program (LCAP) 
February items for this program are: sugar and mustard.. The 
donation box for this project is in the narthex. An additional box 
has also been placed in the Fellowship Hall beside the 
Operation Christmas Child collection box. Thank you to all who 
have supported this cause helping our community. LCAP is a 
joint project of 11 community churches in Lewisville that helps  
Lewisville families (27023) that have an emergency situation. 
Food, shelter and utilities are needs that can threaten the 
stability of these families.  

 Operation Christmas Child 
February collection  items of the month for this program 
are: gloves, mittens, hats, socks, (all ages) bracelets, 
necklaces, small watches.  The collection box is located 
in the church Fellowship Hall. 
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Shiloh Lutheran Church 
PO Box 125/703 Lewisville-Vienna Road 
Lewisville, NC 27023 
Shiloh Office: 336- 945-5255  
Email: shilohlutheran@gmail.com 
 
Interim: Rev Dr John Beeg  
Cell #: 336-414-0997 
Home: 336-923-2670 
 Worship Schedule   
Sunday School: 09:30 am  
Worship Service:10:45 am 

 

The Shiloh Informer 
is distributed the first Sunday of every month. Information is due the 20th of 
each month  
Announcements for each Sunday’s bulletin should be sent in by  

4 pm Thursdays  

Shiloh Lutheran Church 

PO Box 125 

Lewisville, NC 27023 

February 
2017 

Souper Bowl of Caring Sunday is  
February 5, 2017 

(donations will also be received during the 
remainder of February 

Donations will be sent to 
Meals on Wheels program of Forsyth 

County 
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper on 

February 28 @ 6 pm 
Ash Wednesday Service 

March 1 @ 7 pm 
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