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Welcome to our spring newsletter and hopefully welcome
to some sunny spring weather.
We are sure you have all
been following the news from
Lucy and you are aware of
just how awful the weather
has been at the sanctuary.
Poor Lucy has had to endure
weeks and weeks of constant
rain, turning the sanctuary
into a quagmire. This is not
only unpleasant for all the
donkeys but it has made Lucy’s job so much more difficult.
However, we can announce
some good news! We have

The tractor with its scoop and forklift

finally been able to buy a tractor.
This has only been made possible
thanks to all of your generous
donations. Thank you so much!
We are now thinking of sending
Lucy on a tractor driving course!!
Of course although this is an
enormous help, we are still in
dire need of more money to pay
for the up keep of the animals
including food, medicine, vets

Baby John with his mama Siggi and big Stormcat

Continued on page 2
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fees, farriers fees, etc. The list is endless. And if
Lucy is to continue rescuing more donkeys, the
costs become ever higher.
We hope you like our newly designed page showing our merchandise, which we attach to this
newsletter.
You can also have a look at our website to see
what you would like to buy. And don’t forget, a
donkey adoption is a wonderful birthday present
for anyone.
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Please let us know if you would like any more
copies of this newsletter to give to your friends,
or if you would like a collection box. Thank you to
all of you who are saving your used postage
stamps for us, please do continue to do so.
Once again, a massive thank you from us all, for
all that you do and all that you donate. We
wouldn’t be able to carry on without you.

The trustees
Heather, Karen, Liz, Ian and Steve
Spring 2019

Thank you to everyone who bought the Easter Donation Cards raising £165 for
the charity, including Margaret Williams from Surrey who sent this:
‘Cards arrived today. They are beautiful.
Don't usually send Easter ones but as it helps Lucy…’

A word from
Heather
I’m very pleased
to say I’m making great and
steady progress,
though I do still need a little
more time to continue my recovery. I very much want to
take up my work for the charity
again and hopefully it won’t be
too long before I will be able to
do that.
Love, Heather X

New Mailing Address
Please note that our mailing address is changing as from
1st May 2019 to:
Lucy's UK Donkey Foundation
PO Box 134
Kingsbridge
TQ7 9BN
United Kingdom
Don’t worry if you’ve recently sent something to our
Brighton address though, as that address will be valid
for another couple of months.

Donkey shenanigans
Lucy’s UK Donkey Foundation, PO Box 134, Kingsbridge, TQ7 9BN, UK
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A warm hello from Lucy in Israel

Drop Thy still dews of
quietness,
Till all our strivings cease;
Take from our souls the strain
and stress,
And let our ordered lives
confess
The beauty of Thy peace....

night, a couple of them particularly like sitting with our darling
Zachariah, our poor boy who
lost both his eyes.

The end of each day is a sight to
behold, when they all line up at
the main gate for ‘going home’
time!

All our donkeys adore their
home and their huge field they
run and play in each day, although during the wet winter
they have had to spend quite a
few days staying in, due to the
flooding we had. But thankfully

Can we come in now?

They cannot wait to get to their
barn where they know all their
juicy hay (quite often with a few
treats hidden in the hay) is
waiting for them!

(A few lines of my favourite
hymn)

A warm hello to our very dear
Supporters,

I need to give so very many
thanks to you all... Thank you for
enabling the creation of our little
sanctuary and thank you for all
the little donkey lives that you’ve
made it possible for us to help
and save.
Having just recently rescued
what we believe are a mother
and son, Val and Taylor (see
page 8 for their rescue story),
our current number of rescued
donkeys is 43, and course we
have our 3 horses and 4 little
rescued dogs too.

Not impressed with the weather

now, at the time of writing,
things are drying out at last and
once again they can spend their
days cheekily playing and chasing each other, gleefully pulling
their name collars off each other, lying in the sun or resting at
the top of the little hills we’ve
made for them.

Our two little neweys, Val and
Taylor, came from a terribly
hard life. Val is elderly and
clearly undernourished beneath
her thick, shaggy coat, and little
Taylor is terrified of people. He
had what we thought was a bit
of a leaky wound on the bridge
of his nose, but when the vet
came a few days ago to do the
‘boy’s operation’, he found it
was a deep abscess under what
seems like a superficial
wound.

He said it would have
been caused by a strong
blow to the head – he
could actually feel the
dent in the skull and so
Taylor is now on daily antibiotics to at least help
dry out the abscess, and

There’s also a few little feral
cats who now seek a little food
and refuge in our warm barn at
Taylor
Lucy’s UK Donkey Foundation, PO Box 134, Kingsbridge, TQ7 9BN, UK
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we know that in time, he will
learn to trust us.
I need now to say another very
big thank you as I tell you about
another true miracle!
Many of you know about, and of
course so generously contributed to, our ‘Tractor appeal’ that
had been in our last few bulletins and newsletters.
Well, mere words of thanks are
simply not enough to express
what we feel...
We recently managed, by a miracle, to meet our target and a
few days ago our wonderful and
adorable new little tractor arrived at the sanctuary!
It is a green 2011 Avant 520
loader now nicknamed Travis!

Delivering juicy thistles and grass

we get through at least 12/14 a
month!) and shifting muck,
spreading sand and shifting
heavy sacks of wood shavings...
He even enables us to get photos of our donkeys from a sort
of bird’s eye view by lifting one
of us up in his scoop! (Don’t
worry, his lifting capacity is at
least 800 kilos thank goodness!). Of course while this is
an enormous help, we do still
need to take into consideration
the fact that there will also
be insurance, fuel and possible
future maintenance costs.

Travis arrives

We love him and the donkeys
love him especially when he delivers huge bundles of juicy
green thistles to them.
He is truly a Godsend and a
blessing, he zips around digging,
building up hills for the donkeys, lifting and shifting our big
half ton bales of hay (of which

Lifting 8 bags of sawdust at a time

People often ask me how many
donkeys we could comfortably
manage to keep at our current
sanctuary and we think, with
the way our facilities are at the
moment, that we could probably take in another 40 or so

Lucy’s UK Donkey Foundation, PO Box 134, Kingsbridge, TQ7 9BN, UK

donkeys, possibly a few more.
But of course I think really it
would likely necessitate another
person to help full time if we
would get that many more don-

The view from Travis’s scoop

keys, and eventually, if we went
above 80 or so donkeys, we’d
need to look at erecting another
enclosed safe shelter for their
night time home.
The good thing is that our landlord has another large field adjacent to us that he has said he
will always rent to us if needed,
so if we did grow, then we could
always look at renting that, for
an additional cost of course.
The concern is though, as much
as we want to be able to save
every donkey and bring them
safely to a content life full of
love as they so deserve, it would

Spring 2019 Newsletter

Page 5
quickly drain our frugal resources.
We have got to aim to ensure
we will always be here for the
ones who are abandoned and
need a home with us of
course.

Our donkeys have come mainly
from across the border, Palestinian and Arab Israeli areas
and we’ve received calls for
help from the army, municipalities, police and the public.
Sometimes during our outreach
clinics there’s a donkey in need
of rescue, to be taken to safety,
If we can get the owner to allow us to take them.

Living in appalling conditions

We don’t condone paying money to buy donkeys from abusive
owners for all the obvious reasons, but on one or two occa-

Teaching children to be compassionate

sions we had no
choice but to pay
some money to save
a life.
Owners do not tend
to surrender donkeys to us, generally
the donkeys are usually found abandoned and often badly injured.
On a few occasions, one or two
caring people in the army or
police force, have been known
to literally confiscate them
from abusive owners.
This is always a difficult situation because of course it means
although we know we have to
help and take in that
little donkey standing in front of us, we
are also only too
aware that all the
owner will do is just
go and get another
donkey to beat and
abuse, and so it
goes on.

ing animals in the longer term
and we need to be hands on
there and doing all possible to
continue to teach and try to
instil some compassion.
That’s not easy, there’s the ongoing safety aspect of going in
regularly and I confess that particularly as I get older, it becomes more of a concern for
me.
And if God forbid, Hamas
would ever take control of the
West Bank as well as Gaza, it
would probably mean the end
of us ever being able to go
there anyway.

This is why my feeling is that all
efforts need to be put into
getting more routine and regular help to those working donkeys, mules and
horses in the Palestinian West Bank.
We need ideally, to
make some positive changes for
those poor over
worked and sufferEducating owners
Lucy’s UK Donkey Foundation, PO Box 134, Kingsbridge, TQ7 9BN, UK
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But if we had the resources for
it, we do have a few very good
Palestinian friends who are very
concerned about animal welfare
in their communities and whom
we know we could rely on to run
a regular programme across the
West Bank.

We know of one man in the
south of Israel who openly sells
donkey hides on Facebook via
his ‘business’ in Africa.
It is truly horrifying, causes unimaginable suffering and is despicably cruel.
creasingly rife worldwide, all to
produce the so called ‘vital’ ingredient for many Chinese medicines, Ejiao.

Inevitably they would need to
be paid for their time to gain
their full commitment and cooperation, but wages are very
low in the West Bank compared
to within Israel.
Truly I believe this is the way to
go to actually achieve a more
positive, lasting result for those
suffering animals, to try to
somehow lift their poor, sad
spirits a little - the ones who will
never be fortunate enough to be
saved and taken to a new life.
And then of course, as I’m sure
so many know, there’s also the
horrendous Chinese donkey
hide trade that is apparently in-
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We tried to investigate as much
as was possible to see if donkeys
in Israel are affected by the
trade and there’s a strong probability that they are, illegally,
and possibly even more so in the
Palestinian
West
Bank.
We have literally had doors
slammed in our faces and calls
abruptly ended, when we tried
to make enquires which is what
lead us to think there is a strong
probability.

Thankfully the UK Donkey Sanctuary, headquarters based in
Devon, are working worldwide
to do everything in their power
to try to bring an end to it.
Thank you again to everybody,
please know how deeply appreciated you are.
You have my heartfelt gratitude
and that of all our donkeys too!
With our love,

Lucy and

Donkeys

Did you know….?

Adopt
me!

It’s World Donkey Day on the 8th May!
Why not consider adopting one of Lucy’s
adorable donkeys?
For more details, please visit the Gift
Shop or the section How To Help > Adopt-a-Donkey on our
website www.lucysdonkeyfoundation.org.uk, email us at
shop@lucysdonkeyfoundation.org.uk or write to us:
Until 30th April 2019:

From 1st May 2019:

PO Box 5426
Brighton
BN50 8HZ

PO Box 134
Kingsbridge
TQ7 9BN

United Kingdom

United Kingdom

Lucy’s UK Donkey Foundation, PO Box 134, Kingsbridge, TQ7 9BN, UK
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Volunteering in Israel
Over the last year, Lucy has had a
few wonderful supporters go out
to Israel and help out as volunteers at the sanctuary – help
which has proved invaluable. The
work there is never ending and
leaves Lucy, who does all of it unpaid, very little time for all the
other things that life demands.
The month of May this year will
be particularly difficult, as the one
worker who has been helping out
recently won't be around due to
Ramadan. Although Lucy now has
a tractor, there is still a lot of
manual work to be done. This is

German volunteer Laura mending
the fence under Poppy’s watchful eye

Volunteer Gerhard from Austria
grooming little Cicely

why we are looking for compassionate animal-lovers who would
like to help Lucy care for the lovely donks at the sanctuary, including cleaning the stables, main
shelter and outside area, preparing food, assisting in any medical
treatment and spending time with
the donkeys to give them the love
and attention they deserve.
We even more desperately need
people who know how to work
with materials to create and
make things, somebody who can
weld and saw, help make a gate
or a feeder and help with general
repair and maintenance work.

As the work at the shelter requires a high level of maturity, the
minimum age for volunteers is 21
years. Although we are not able to
pay any wages or expenses, it
might be possible for Lucy to offer
basic accommodation (this can be
discussed) for one person on site.
We would only ask you for a contribution towards water, electricity, sheets and towels. Alternatively, there is a comfortable and
affordable camping site just a
stone's throw away from the
sanctuary, and there are also
AirBnBs in the area. Please contact us if you would like to be
part of this unique experience.

There’s always work to be done

Looking for new trustees
Are you passionate about donkeys?
Would you like to get involved in running the charity so that Lucy can continue to rescue and care for donkeys in
the Holy Land? We are on the lookout
for new trustees to join our existing
board of trustees. A trustee's main duties are ensuring the charity is carrying
out its purposes for the public benefit,
complying with the charity’s governing
document and the law, acting in the
charity’s best interests, managing the
charity’s resources responsibly and ensuring the charity is accountable.

In practice, this means attending trustee
meetings (which usually take place in
Southern
England)
and
approving
(mostly by email) campaigns, website
changes, appeals and expenditures and
helping us with fresh ideas.
For more information on a trustee’s role
and duties, please see:
www.gov.uk/guidance/charity-trusteewhats-involved.
Interested? Then email us at:

trustees@lucysdonkeyfoundation.org.uk

Lucy’s UK Donkey Foundation, PO Box 134, Kingsbridge, TQ7 9BN, UK
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Presenting two new rescues: Valerie and Taylor
On 29th March, Lucy was called
by the Israeli army to rescue
two donkeys, an elderly female
who she called Valerie and a
young male who she called Taylor. Despite our desperately low
funds, Lucy could not turn
these two donkeys away.
They are possibly mother and
son and were found being viciously beaten and abused. Lu-

cy and her helpers managed to
rescue them right before a bad
storm hit. Both have scars and
injuries and the vet recently
came to the sanctuary and
gelded the young boy.

They are now safe at Lucy’s
peaceable donkey kingdom. Of
course for us, the real costs
begin when we first rescue a
donkey and need to start

Valerie walked quite easily into our horse box, as if
she knew she was being taken to safety

The Donkey Gallery
Have you visited our new
Donkey Gallery on our website yet? Over half of the
sanctuary residents are featured with a picture and a
short story—and we are
continuing to add to the gallery. Just head to our website and select Donkey Gallery to meet Lucy’s adorable equines.
www.lucysdonkeyfoundation.org.uk

Lucy’s UK Donkey Foundation, PO Box 134, Kingsbridge, TQ7 9BN, UK

Valerie and Taylor

providing the necessary care care that costs money, each
day, week, month
and year and
without your support, Lucy’s invaluable work cannot
continue. Thank
you to all, who are
helping—please
continue spreading the word!

Valerie and Taylor in their little stable back
at Lucy’s sanctuary
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Little Poppy and her scoliosis

unbearable pain as Poppy grows as well as other
complications.

Poppy is a beautiful little soul born with severe
scoliosis of the spine at Lucy's sanctuary to her mama Carrots in November last year. She is now almost 5 months old and recently had her first X-ray
to enable us to see how it is affecting her spine
and rib cage. The result is worrying because of how
it could affect her in the future as she grows.
The vet who did the X-ray was astounded and has
sent the images to the veterinary hospital in south
Tel Aviv because she says the condition is rare to
see in Israel. The general consensus is that nothing
can be done, and that for a human too, it would be
too much of a risk to attempt to try to operate.
They say we must just watch Poppy closely and see
if she shows signs of pain in the future, the concern is that the nerves of the spine could cause

The X-ray of poor Poppy‘s spine

Poppy is the most adorable, friendly, gentle and
loving little donkey and we must hope for the best
and give our positive, healing and loving thoughts
and prayers for our little girl.
The X-ray cost 640 Israeli shekels / £134 / $177. If
you would like to help cover the cost, please see
page 12 for ways to donate. Thank you for your
wonderful support!

Poppy with the large lump on her back clearly visible

Poppy
and her
doting
mother
Carrots

Lucy’s UK Donkey Foundation, PO Box 134, Kingsbridge, TQ7 9BN, UK
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What happens after the rescue?
We all see the appeals for help
from rescues. Each new terrible
thing that happens to these
sweet creatures is an outrage
and our hearts want to help in
any way that we can. We are all
so grateful to the rescues for
stepping up and making it possible for a life to be saved. But,
what happens after the rescue,
when the harmed are now safe?
How does the rescue pay for all
the care? How does the rescue
provide upkeep, feed, housing,

and medical care? It seems people only give when there are
photos of starvation, neglect,
and horrific injury caused
through abuse. Then, when the
spotlight goes away, so does the
funding. Unfortunately, the

sad stories into the sanctuary.
Please help us now that they are
here. Be a rescuer. Give in any
way that you can. Our residents
need you. We need you. Thank
you to all of you who have
helped us this past year. Each
and every Pound, Euro and Dollar you have sent has been
spent on the care of these beautiful lives that were once at risk.

costs continue for the rescues.
Simple illnesses can be a heavy
financial burden to a rescue. In
no time, the costs add up to
amounts that are debilitating to
the overhead of running a rescue. We count on the public to
help us. Yet, when asked to give,
so few do. It is heart-breaking.
People want to be a part of rescue. Please don’t close your
eyes to ongoing care to act on
only crisis. Once saved, the
donkey must still be given care.
Care costs money. Without it,
we cannot continue. We need
your help everyday, every week,
every month, and every year
after these dear hearts
are rescued. The costs do
not end when we pick
them up. The costs start
when we pick them up.
We are asking all of you to
remember the feeling you
had when we said yes,
and took each of these

Lucy’s UK Donkey Foundation, PO Box 134, Kingsbridge, TQ7 9BN, UK

Now they are safe thanks to you
but their costs continue for as
long as they live. Please don’t
forget them. You will find ways
to help on the last page of this
newsletter.

Thank you!
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Spread the word
We desperately need more supporters
in order to keep our small charity going.
You will find enclosed with this newsletter an envelope (PO Box still valid)
containing a form and a leaflet. Do you know of
anyone—a family member, a friend or a colleague—that you could pass it onto? If so, assuming they make a donation to the charity, as a
‘Thank you’, we will have a small plaque engraved with your name on it for Lucy to stick on

the Friends Board at the
sanctuary. Supporters receiving an electronic Newsletter will find a form and a
double sided leaflet attached for you to print
out. However, if you would like ready printed
ones, please email Erika at:
webgirl@lucysdonkeyfoundation.org.uk

Your support is very much appreciated.

Many thanks to Joe
Taylor and staff of
Cherry Printers of
Hull for kindly donating 200 printed
envelopes free of
charge.

Holiday in Provence – and help the donkeys at the same time!
Les Aigles is a vegan and vegetarian only, self-catering
gîte (holiday apartment) in the Drôme Provençale region of south east France, ideally situated for all the
sights of Provence, walking, cycling, and of course
tasting the many Côte du Rhône wines. The gîte, which
is owned by one of the charity’s trustees, has its own
private terrace with seating for those alfresco meals,
and guests have full use of the gardens and swimming
pool. No meat or fish products have been cooked in the
gîte since it was opened in 2014, and the owners ask
guests to refrain from cooking or eating meat or fish on
the property. If anyone wants to book for 2019, the gîte
owners will donate 10% of the fee to Lucy's UK Donkey Foundation and supply a welcome pack. Please
visit www.lesaigles-veggies.com for further information or email bookings@lesaigles-veggies.com
and make sure you send an email mentioning the Foundation when you book.
Lucy’s UK Donkey Foundation, PO Box 134, Kingsbridge, TQ7 9BN, UK
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Outreach
Can you spare just £2 a month to help pay for
Lucy and her team to run an Outreach clinic
once a month?
Dr Nour (vet) ....................................£85
Khaled (farrier) .................................£48
Worker for the sanctuary .................. £30
Total ............................................... £163
These costs do not include any medicines
or medical supplies that may be needed
on the day, these would be additional
costs, so we are looking at approximately
£200 in total for 1 day a month.
For Lucy to be able to do this vital work on a
regular monthly basis, we need 100 (now 87)
generous people who are prepared to commit
only £2 per month—this can be either a monthly £2 donation through the bank/PayPal or an
annual £24 payment through GoFundMe/
PayPal/cheque/bank transfer. Payment details
are below. Please use the reference CLINIC
when you make your payment.
Lucy and her valuable volunteer receive no
wages for this or other work at the sanctuary.

Should circumstances
change or we exceed our
target, the trustees reserve
the right to treat all donations as ‘unrestricted’ and
will use the funds as most
benefits the animals.

Important: Please provide the following information either by mail to our PO Box or by email
to shop@lucysdonkeyfoundation.org.uk:
I am paying £ ____ monthly through ______
or
I am making an annual payment of £ _____
through _______________

Donations
Your donation can help Lucy to continue to provide a safe forever home for abandoned, discarded donkeys in Israel
and support her outreach work in the Arab villages and the Palestinian West Bank to provide treatment and relief for
the over-worked donkeys and horses upon whom their owners rely. Thank you for making Lucy’s work possible!
1) Donate through Paypal (credit or debit card, or
you can even set up a regular payment):
shop@lucysdonkeyfoundation.org.uk
2) Donate through Go Fund Me (credit or debit
card): www.gofundme.com/lucysdonkeys
3) Set up a one time bank transfer or bank standing
order to our UK bank account:
Acc name: Lucy's UK Donkey Foundation
Acc number: 26260768
Sort code 30-96-83 (Lloyds Bank Brighton)

4) Donate by shopping online – and it won’t cost you a
penny extra! Join Easyfundraising (UK only) and raise
free donations for the charity when you shop online at
nearly 3,000 UK retailers, including John Lewis, Amazon, Sainsbury’s and thetrainline. Simply head to
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/lucys/ to sign up
for free.
5) Gift Aid: Don’t forget to send us a Gift Aid form if
you’re a UK tax payer. You can download the form at:
www.lucysdonkeyfoundation.org.uk/gift-aid

The trustees reserve the right to use donations in the most effective way towards the charity's objectives.
We sincerely hope you enjoy reading this newsletter. However, if you no longer wish to receive it, you can let us know at any
time by writing to our address (see footer), emailing Erika at webgirl@lucysdonkeyfoundation.org.uk or – if you receive it by
email – by clicking ‘unsubscribe’ at the foot of the email you received with this newsletter.
Lucy’s UK Donkey Foundation, PO Box 134, Kingsbridge, TQ7 9BN, UK

shop@lucysdonkeyfoundation.org.uk

www.lucysdonkeyfoundation.org.uk

