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FROM THE EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR
KATE DYKES

Dear MAC Friends and supporters, 
 
The 2019-2020 year has been filled
with many accomplishments and challenges.
Our classrooms and galleries were filled with activity the first part of the
year. The MAC staff and Board of Directors worked diligently to bring that vibrancy
back!
 
I’ve enjoyed my first year serving as Executive Director, choosing to see the hurdles
placed before our organization during this past year as opportunities to connect
with our creative community in innovative ways. We explored new platforms to
remain active and relevant, and engage with our community! We connected with
you through social media over 85,000 times this year with posts, virtual exhibitions,
community groups, and more.  As we look toward the future, our expanding online
presence will better sustain our mission "to promote art in our community by
creating learning opportunities."
 
We are committed to providing our essential offerings of meaningful arts
educational programming, diverse and exciting exhibitions, and arts access through
our community partnerships and outreach efforts. 
 
We are so grateful for the outpouring of support that we received this past year.
Unfortunately, we will continue to face the financial impact of COVID-19 for some
time. Safety protocols dictate restricted enrollment, costly disinfection supplies,
and additional staff time dedicated to cleaning. Your community arts center
continues to need your support to ensure a balanced budget.
 
We receive no government funding of any kind, and we rely heavily on the financial
support of our donors to fulfill our mission. 
 
BACK the MAC by donating now to safeguard the long-term health and vitality of
arts and culture in your community.
 
Here’s to a safe and art-filled 2020-2021!
 
Kate Dykes
Executive Director

SERVING OUR COMMUNITY SINCE 1957

Classes in Ceramics, Drawing,
Fiber Arts, Glass, Jewelry,
Painting, Photography,
Enameling, Watercolor, and
more for all ages and abilities

ART EDUCATION

Partnering with community
organizations to bring
essential arts education and
outreach services

COMMUNITY
REVITALIZATION

Fostering creative outlets
and enrichment for area
youth 

YOUTH PROGRAMMING

Offering over twenty free,
family-friendly and diverse
art experiences every year

EXHIBITIONS

We nurture our mission and
relationships in the area with
our Art Around Town

COMMUNITY
PARTNERSHIPS

Every year we award area
children, teens, and adults
with funding needed to
pursue art education

SCHOLARSHIPS

Filling a variety of integral
roles, we value the people
who dedicate their time to
the MAC

VOLUNTEERS



Unfortunately, the COVID-19 pandemic forced the MAC Board to
suspend Arts Center operations on March 16. The MAC community
has responded with overwhelming support; many of our students
donated their remaining Session 4 tuition to the MAC and many others
credited their payments to future sessions. Our instructors donated
most, in some cases all, of their Session 4 compensation. Because of
the great generosity of the MAC Community we have been able to
retain our staff and their employment.

The year began with great promise. We saw significant increase in class
enrollment in January and opened the annual Tomorrow's Artist Today
in February with one of the largest receptions in recent memory.

COVID-19 PANDEMIC

The MAC reopened for classes on June 15 with restricted enrollment.
With safety being paramount, the MAC implemented new Facility
Guidelines with COVID-19 safety precaution protocols. We consulted
with our local health department and our cleaning supplier on best
practices for safety and disinfection of our facility. Following
precautions recommended by the CDC and the Ohio Department of
Health we are navigating our way through the pandemic. Response
from instructors and students has been very positive.

MAC REOPENED JUNE 15TH

The MAC offers a wide range of meaningful arts programming for all
ages and abilities: serving youth, adults and seniors. This past year we
welcomed new art instructors to round out our teaching staff. Our
classes provide students opportunities for creative expression, social
interaction, critical thinking and collaboration. In the summer and fall
we held diverse one day workshop offerings open to beginners and
artists interested in trying new mediums. Artists of all ages tried their
hand making Fused Glass Ornaments with instructor Darryl Berry at
our Holiday Open House after they shopped for handmade, one-of-a-
kind gifts by local artists in our Lobby Gallery. MAC awarded youth
and adult scholarships to pursue art education with the support of the
family of Reggie Finkelman.

CLASSES & WORKSHOPS

WITH SAFETY MEASURES IN PLACE,  OUR
STUDIOS ARE AGAIN BURSTING WITH

CREATIVITY AND COLLABORATION!

A PROMISING YEAR,
AND THEN COVID-19



Creating learning

opportunities and

enhancing the lives of

artists at all levels

EDUCATION

Partnering with community

organizations to bring

integral arts education to

all.

COMMUNITY
REVITALIZATION

Fostering creative outlets

for area youth and

developing civic integrity

YOUTH
PROGRAMMING

EXHIBITION SEASON
2019-2020

LOBBY GALLERY EXHIBITS

Mary Deas Wortley

Eric Hatch

Pat Brewer

Greg Gibson

Jan Holladay

Patty Clark

Ceramic Art & Oil Paintings

Oil Portraits

Watercolor Paintings & Digital Art

"Faces of Addiction" - creating a
fresh understanding

Watercolor Paintings of historic Middletown

Oil Paintings 

Photography
Tim Brown

ART IN THE COMMUNITY
Brown's Run Country Club featuring 15 MAC Artists in two & three-dimensional works
Butler County MetroParks River Center featuring Karen Ng Acrylic Paintings 
City of Middletown Municipal Building featuring Carol Lantz Watercolor Paintings 
First United Methodist Church featuring MAC Photography Students 
Premier Health Atrium Medical Center featuring selected works from MAC Lobby
Gallery exhibitions

Hughes Family Annual
Reunion Show
Featuring multiple artists of the
Queen City Art Club showcasing
their artistry Mixed Media. This
show is exhibited in memory of
Gordon & Betty Hughes
Sponsored by David & Becky Hughes

Area Art Show
A juried exhibition featuring adult
artists working in 2D and 3D media
within a 50 mile radius of Middletown
Sponsored by Patricia Gage

The Diversity of SW Ohio
Photo Exhibition &
Competition
A stunning showcase of work
celebrating the landscape, culture,
history, and diversity of SW Ohio in
photographs
Sponsored by an Anonymous Donor

Tomorrow's Artists Today
Area high school students are
showcased in a highly competitive
professional juried exhibition in a large
variety of mediums
Sponsored by Noonan, Brockman, &
Pollock, DDS

MAIN EXHIBIT HALL

Best of Show
Tomorrow's Artist Today
"Geometric" Regan Runtz

Area Art Show
Best of Show
"Kinetic Motif"
John Ferrando

Main Exhibition Hall | Spring 2020

The MAC's juried shows provide both budding and established artists an
opportunity to exhibit their work and receive recognition, with the
excitement of awards ranging from Best of Show to Honorable Mention.
Art enthusiasts can appreciate or purchase unique works by local artists
at our ever changing free exhibits!

EXCEPTIONAL ART EXPERIENCES



The MAC suspended operations for three months under Ohio's
"Stay at Home" orders, but remained active, engaging with our
creative community, and continued to fulfill our mission.
Our virtual exhibitions provided friends and family an opportunity
to celebrate their favorite artist's achievements, especially when
they could not connect physically. Visit our YouTube channel to
view our virtual exhibitions.

VIRTUAL EXHIBITIONS

2020 Congressional Art
Competition
Featuring high school artists from
Warren Davidson's 8th Congressional
District. MAC hosted this virtual
exhibition with the support of Cincinnati
State - Middletown Campus

Uplifting Photo Exhibition
We challenged our social media
community to share photos that uplift
and inspire during Ohio's stay-at-home
order. Many of our artists shared their
personal stories about "staying at home".
Uplifting photos were curated into a
virtual video exhibition that was shared
on our social media platforms and
website.

Apart But Together: Art
During A Pandemic
This virtual collection was a
collaborative partnership with local
schools: Lakota East, Lakota West,
Middletown and Monroe high schools. 
Student works are personal stories that
demonstrate their own responses to the
COVID-19 pandemic. 
Curated by Lakota East teacher Emily
Edwards, this four part series amplified
the important voices in our high school
community and will serve as a reminder
of how COVID-19 impacted their daily
lives, documenting this unique moment
in history.

The COVID-19 Pandemic threatens public health and safety, but
isolation impacts social and mental health as well. It's human nature
to seek connectedness. Art is a wonderful unifying tool to express
what words cannot and serves as an open gateway for
communication. 

In 2019-20 we expanded our online presence to connect with more
people in our creative community. 

EXPANDED ONLINE PRESENCE

JOIN OUR ONLINE COMMUNITY AND BE A
PART OF THE ARTS!

Best of Show, Tomorrow's Artist Today
"Geometric" Regan Runtz

Best of Show, Tomorrow's Artist Today
"Geometric" Regan Runtz

Best of Show, Tomorrow's Artist Today
"Geometric" Regan Runtz

Congressional Art Competition
Grand Prize Winner
Happiness by Abigail McDonnell

Uplifting Photo Exhibition
Isaac Singleton

Apart But Together: 
Art During A Pandemic
Abigail Lindley, Self Portrait



MAC continued to support art enrichment for
Midd State students as a part of the  Middletown
City School District’s STEAM curriculum.

MIDD STATE
HIGH SCHOOL

COMMUNITY OUTREACH
2019-2020 was another important year for community outreach, an
essential element of our mission that reflects the MAC’s conviction
that the arts are vital for a thriving community.

Every summer the Middletown Arts Center
focuses on art enrichment for community youth
through two-week immersive workshops. Adult
classes take a break while kids take center stage.
This experience provides an opportunity for first
class instruction offered to talented children of
our community, many of whom attend on
scholarships generously supplied by the MAC’s
supporters.

YOUNG ARTIST
WORKSHOPS

GRANTS SUPPORT OUR MISSION

ArtsWave

Provided emergency funding during
the Coronavirus Pandemic

Middletown Community
Foundation

Awarded funds for an urgent building
repair to install a sewer drainage linerDowntown Middletown, Inc.

Provided emergency funding during
the Coronavirus Pandemic

Miriam G. Knoll Foundation

Provided support for the upcoming
2020-2021 exhibition season 

Greater Cincinnati Foundation

Provided support for summer 
Young Artist Workshops

US Bank Foundation
Awarded a grant for arts education,

equipment, and supplies

Lebanon Citizens National Bank

The Fondersmith Fund for Youth 
Awarded funds for arts services

partnering with Abilities First

Awarded a grant to the MAC where
funds are needed the greatest

We have received generous support in the form of grants from
funding organizations in 2019-2020 that believe in our mission.

The MAC is incredibly thankful for grants we receive that
provide such crucial support for our programming.

Midd State
Glass Fusing

Abilities First
Painting Project

Young Artist 
Workshop

Session 1: Glass Fusing 
Instructed by John Ferrando
Session 2: Acrylic Painting
Instructed by Karen Ng



FINANCIALS



Jean Ann Bolliger
Justin Bray
Susan DiDomenico
Pete & Peggy Dobrozsi (SUSTAINER)
Chris & Linda Fiora
Bill & Monika Gregory
Peggy Hostetter
Karen Livingston
Ted & Lori Lockard
Karl Mattox
Rosenbauer Law Office, LLC
Anonymous
Patricia Ward
John Wiehe
Ron Wilson

PATRONS 
$250-$499

Douglas Bean

David & Sandy Beck

Carol Croake

Richard Davies

John & Pat Dupps

Keith  & Anne Freimark

Doug & Kim Gaker

Ralph & Dee Ann Kah

Davis & Peggy Kramer

John & Sherry Langhorne

David & Janie McCauley-Myers

Mid-Cities Partners

MidPointe Library System

Larry & Cathie Mulligan

Scott & Janis Nein

Julie Nickell

John & Nancy Peterson

Ray & Joan Peterson

Mike & Christina Riegel

Dave & Carole Schul

Rhonda Seidenschmitt

James & Anita Shew

Dorothy Smith

Beverly Brewer-Stolzenberger

Joan Stonitsch

Peggy Trimble

Matthew & Kathie Wassenich

SUSTAINING
PARTNERS

Sava & Emily Marcikic

DIRECTOR'S
CIRCLE | $2500+

Akers Packaging
Lyons Family Fund
Don and Elaine Garver
Jeff Neff
Deborah Silcox
Tom & Mary Deas Wortley

LEADER CIRCLE
$1000-$2499

John & Suzie Bennett
Mrs. Virginia Dillman
Joy Dysart
Paul & Gloria Fraley
Mark & Vicki Frasier
Mike & Katherine Heiber (SUSTAINER)
Ray & Jean Ann Keifhaber
Jim & Marilyn Noll (SUSTAINER)
Middletown Community Foundation
Debbie Swope
Jean Vance

BENEFACTOR
$500-$999

The Reggie Finkelman Family

SPECIAL DONORS
$10,000+

John & Suzie Bennett
Cincinnati State - Middletown
Campus
John & Pat Dupps
Patricia Gage
David & Becky Hughes
C. Kelly Lohr
Noonan, Brockman & Pollock, DDS

EXHIBIT
SPONSORS

ArtsWave
Downtown Middletown, Inc.
Greater Cincinnati Foundation
Lebanon Citizens National Bank
Middletown Community
Foundation
MCF Fondersmith Fund for Youth
Miriam G. Knoll Foundation
US Bank Foundation

GRANTS

Girdwood Orthodontics
Premier Health - Atrium

SPONSORS

Sustaining Partners are special
donors that have committed to
giving $1000 or more on an
annual basis

Charitable support of the MAC is vital to our existence. When you support the arts center you are
acknowledging the essential role it plays in our community. We value our donors, grantors, and exhibit
sponsors!

CONTRIBUTORS



Ken & Lois Allen
Jack Barrett
Dr. & Mrs. JF Barrord
Carl & Jennifer Batliner
Ray & Patt Belisle
Lynn Blanton
Mr. & Mrs. Doug Blazer
Wilson Breiel
Timothy & Marcia Brown
Ginger Bruggeman
Barbara Chappell
DeWitt Chapple, Jr.
Darlene Clark
Patricia Clark
Ken & Karen Clark
Adrianna De Palma
Roger & Bonnie Daniel
Jay & Karen Dillion
Greg Dixon
Kate Dykes
Don & Betty Elworth
Ann Fishbaugh
John & Rhea Fraley
Martha Freeman
Ben Frederick
Greg Gibson
Ed & Rose Grau
Mrs. JoAnn Grimes
Thomas & Debbie Hazelbaker
Bill & Cara Lynn Hines
Jack Howard
Marvin Jett
Phyllis Kadle
Margaret Kastner
Belinda Koch
Les & Cheryl Landen
Dr. William Langworthy
Carol Lantz
Curt & Kathy LaRue
David Lentz

Veronica Leon
Michael & Annette Lolli
Russell & Ann Malcolm
Patricia Marshall
Steven Mayhugh
Paulette McCandless
Miller Insurance
John & Kim Minor
Helen Morgan
John & Mandy Mulligan
Jill Niemiec
Karen Ng
Bobby & Carol Newkirk
Charlene Morrow O'Connell
Carlos & Sandy Ongkiko
Don & Imogene Orts
George Palmer
Jacqueline Phillips
Kathleen Dobrozsi-Romans
Don & Deborah Rumford
Bill & Marlene Ruwe
Fred & Anne Sander
Jim & Lynnette Schluter
Glen & Judith Schneider
Peter & Petra Seifert
Cheryl Siegmann
Bruce & Lisa Spring
Darrell & Sandra Templeton 
Thirteen Ten Pendleton
William & Judy Thorn
Dennis & Suzie Vitori
Brian & Connie Wesner
Ron & Joyce Williams
William & Marge Wooley
Anonymous

SUPPORTER | $100-$249
Kristin Adkins
William & Marcia Andrew
Jo Ashworth
Jody Ball
Dr. & Mrs. Bruce Barnes
Veronica Beardsley
Patricia Beatty
James Burke
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Chapman
Janet B. Crawford
Kara Crawford
Mauren DeBord
Carolyn Dishun
Mrs. David Enochs
Belinda Flory
Larry Fraley
Chick & Nancy Fraunfelter
Cecilia Glickfield
Bonita Goldberg
Jennifer Harlow
Ralph Harper
JoAnne Hoelle
Nancy House
Melissa Howard
Mr. & Mrs. Seth Howard
Brenda Hug
Patti Keister
Rita Kolp
Bonnie Kuntz
Michael & Priscilla Lane
Cathy Maines
Sylvia McIntosh
Jeffrey McMullen
Joseph Mulligan
Billie Newcomb-Martins
Larry & Marsha Orcutt
Roxann Patrick
Donna Perkins
Sally Runge

FRIENDS | $0-$99

Special thanks to our
instructors who were kind
enough to donate some or all
of their Session 4
compensation, and our
students who donated their
remaining class tuition during
COVID-19 suspension of
classes.

A SPECIAL
THANKS

Dan & Fran Sack
Larry & Margy Schneider
Brian Shepard
Dr. & Mrs. Gregory Siewny
Anne Smith
William & Nancy Swisshelm
Alma Taulbee
Mrs. John Varney
Ann Veith
Jim & Barb Vonder Haar
Vera Ward
Steve & Lisa Wilson
Kathryn Wood
Anonymous







Ray Peterson, President
Julie Nickell, Vice President
Randy Bertram, Treasurer
Marilyn Noll, Secretary

Richard M. Davies, Exhibit Co-Chair
Chris DeBord, Facilities Chair
Sherry Langhorne
Shane Mears
Cathie Mulligan
Janis Nein
Nancy Peterson
Rhonda L. Seidenschmidt
Anita Shew, Development Co-Chair
Peggy Trimble
Kathie Wassenich

Honorary Board Member
Jack Howard, Exhibit Co-Chair

MAC Staff
Kate Dykes, Executive Director
Kim Minor, Assistant Director
Cheryl Landen, Administrative Assistant &
Volunteer Coordinator
Kara Crawford, Social Media Coordinator
John Minor, Facility Custodian

MAC BOARD OF
GOVERNORS

As the Middletown Arts Center faces new obstacles and challenges amid
the Coronavirus Pandemic, it's more important than ever to "Back the
MAC". 

Approximately half of what is required to operate the MAC every year
must be raised from donor support. There are times that we experience
gaps between what is needed to run our organization and the income and
donations that are received.

As the oldest arts organization serving the Middletown area, we want to
remain sustainable so that we can continue to offer our wide array of
programming, exhibitions, and community outreach.

The "Back the MAC" campaign originated from a group of people who
care about the MAC - our volunteers, staff, and board members. Their
vision was to ensure the MAC is able to continue as the core arts
education center for our area far into the future.

Our Sustaining Partners program is crucial for our financial stability.
These essential donors agree to donate annually at the level and time of
year that they designate. This means that the MAC can count on the
support of our Sustaining Partners annually for our budget projections
and financial commitments for the upcoming year.

Sustaining Partners are recognized in special ways throughout the year,
unless they wish to remain anonymous. Many Sustaining Partners make a
commitment to donate annually at the level of $1,000, but are free to
choose a preferred giving level. Please contact us for more information on
our Back the MAC and Sustaining Partners programs.

BACK THE MAC

Middletown Arts Center
130 N. Verity Parkway
Middletown, Ohio 45042

513.424.2417
www.middletownartscenter.com

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
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Back the MAC:
Donate in-person

Call 513-424-2417
Email katedykes@middletownartscenter.com

Mail a check made payable to MAC
Give via our website
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M A C  B O A R D  O F
G O V E R N O R S

As the Middletown Arts Center faces new obstacles and challenges amid
the Coronavirus Pandemic, it's more important than ever to "Back the
MAC". 

Approximately half of what is required to operate the MAC every year
must be raised from donor support. There are times that we experience
gaps between what is needed to run our organization and the income and
donations that are received.

As the oldest arts organization serving the Middletown area, we want to
remain sustainable so that we can continue to offer our wide array of
programming, exhibitions, and community outreach.

The "Back the MAC" campaign originated from a group of people who
care about the MAC - our volunteers, staff, and board members. Their
vision was to ensure the MAC is able to continue as the core arts
education center for our area far into the future.

Our Sustaining Partners program is crucial for our financial stability.
These essential donors agree to donate annually at the level and time of
year that they designate. This means that the MAC can count on the
support of our Sustaining Partners annually for our budget projections
and financial commitments for the upcoming year.

Sustaining Partners are recognized in special ways throughout the year,
unless they wish to remain anonymous. Many Sustaining Partners make a
commitment to donate annually at the level of $1,000, but are free to
choose a preferred giving level. Please contact us for more information on
our Back the MAC and  Sustaining Partners programs.
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