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I have submitted the final report from the 2017 legislative session.  Government affairs has been quite 

busy since that time.   

 

1.  Workers Compensation and Unemployment Insurance issue.  The Joint Labor Committee met in 

Casper in April and had on its agenda a discussion of independent contractors and seasonal workers as it 

relates to the above.  We had an opportunity to visit with legislators individually prior to the meeting, 

and were given ample time to express our concerns at the meeting.  I will be working with Senator 

Charles Scott (R) Natrona County, Representative Joe MacGuire (R) Casper and the Deputy Director of 

Workforce Housing to draft appropriate language to clarify that real estate Brokers and licensees are 

exempt.  The next meeting will be October 16 and 17th, location to be determined.  I will have language 

to present to our legal counsel prior to that time. 

 

2.  Gross Receipts Taxes.  The Joint Revenue Committee met in May in Saratoga.  The first day was to 

hear from Cities, Towns, Counties and School Districts on their dire need for additional funding.  The 

second day was to explore areas where revenue could be “enhanced”.  It should be noted that it is the 

Revenue Committee’s duty to find money, not just limit spending as was the recommendation over and 

over again.  The Appropriations Committee controls the spending, not the Revenue Committee.  It 

should also be noted that our State Constitution states that education funding is the number one 

priority of the state government.  That position has been reiterated in a Supreme Court decision.  It does 

not matter how broke the State is, there is a constitutional mandate to adequately fund a high quality 

public education for the children of our state.  Several School Districts have already vocalized their 

intent to take the State to court for cuts that are looming.   

Back to Gross Receipt Taxes.  This is a direct tax on businesses and self-employed in Wyoming.  So if a 

Broker receives a $10,000 commission, they would be required to pay 1.5% (estimated amount for now) 

of that commission to the State, or $150.  They then split the commission with a cooperating office and 

send that half, $5,000 to that office.  That Broker then would owe $75 to the State.  Then if both 

Brokerage firms split their commission with their agent, those agents would also be required to pay the 

1.5% on what they receive.  The original commission would be taxed up to four times.  The discussion at 

this time is to exempt no one.  There may be a suggestion to exempt those who have gross receipts of 

less than $100,000 per year.  I believe that oil, gas, minerals and agriculture will also be exempted.   

As usual, all those that spoke against the proposal were asked what they would prefer.  Income tax?  

Corporate Income tax?  Increased property tax?  Increased sales tax?  I believe that it would be prudent 

for the Wyoming Association of REALTORS to consider taking a position on what the preferred tax would 

be.   

This discussion will continue in Buffalo, September 12th and 13th.   

 



3.  Real Estate Transfer Tax and Tax 2000.  This item was on the agenda for the Saratoga Revenue 

committee meeting, but as it became apparent that they were running out of time, it was decided that 

an in-depth look at the Tax 2000 report would take place at a later date.  The real estate transfer tax was 

the #2 recommendation in that proposal.  I’m guessing they will either add a day to the September or 

December meeting for a further discussion along these lines.  The municipalities were pushing hard for 

local option taxing, and this seems to be one of their favorite options. 

 

4.  Extraterritorial Jurisdiction.  This issue has been before the legislature a number of times.  It has 

normally come from a dispute in Albany County with the City of Laramie.  However at the Joint 

Corporations Committee, it appears that it may be an issue in Sheridan and Buffalo soon.  The issue is 

should a municipality be able to control growth and land use outside of its jurisdictional boundaries. The 

Wyoming Association of Municipalities and the Wyoming County Commissioners are going to work 

together to try to come to a compromise and then hold public hearings to vet their recommendations.   

We will continue to monitor the work. 

 

5.  Election reform.  We are and will continue to suggest a repeal of the caps put on PAC contributions. 

 

In Saratoga, the Wyoming REALTORS and the Carbon County REALTORS hosted a light reception for the 

legislators.  We were funded by the Wyoming Corporate PAF.  The cost was under $1,000 and the effort 

was well received by the legislators.  We would like to continue this in any communities that are hosting 

a legislative committee meeting.  We also invited all the local legislators.  It appears to be a great way 

for local REALTORS to meet legislators and get more invested in political advocacy. 

 

And that’s my report for now!  Laurie Urbigkit, Government Affairs Director 


