
Report from the AE Council Chair for the June 6th Board of Directors’ Meeting 

 

The AE Council has been working to refine the scope of the NAR Housing Opportunity Grant we are 

pursuing this year. We started the year knowing very little about what would be involved, but over the 

past few months, we have made a great deal of progress. We knew that we wanted to apply for a 

Housing Opportunity Grant from NAR, and use that grant in conjunction with WAR President Shelly 

Duncan’s Totes for Hope project. 

Both Lisa Tabke and I have had conversations with Laurie Urbigkit, and Laurie corresponded with Wendy 

Penn, NAR’s Housing Opportunity Program Representative. Based on these discussions, it now appears 

that the best way to handle the NAR grant would be for each participating local board to request a Level 

1 Housing Opportunity Grant (up to $1,500). We could coordinate these grants at the state level, 

working off the same grant application template.  

By applying at the local board level, WAR would not need to raise 10% of the total cost, and the grant 

eligibility would be determined at staff level, which accelerates the approval process since the entire 

committee is not involved.  

The AE Council has a Zoom Meeting scheduled for June 5th, after which we will have consensus about 

proceeding with these individual grants – and we should know which local boards are likely to apply for 

NAR funding. 

Assuming this year’s grants work out as planned, local boards can then apply for larger (Level 2 or 3) 

grants next year to take further action to alleviate homelessness in our communities. It is our hope that 

the Wyoming Association of REALTORS® will continue support and, if required, funding for future NAR 

grants to improve the quality of life in Wyoming. To that end, we discussed the possibility of WAR 

creating a 501 (c) 3 charity. WAR CEO Steve Beazley will contact WAR legal counsel to see what would 

be involved. 

I would like to end this report by thanking Laurie Urbigkit for her help. She has been a great resource 

and mentor for all of us throughout this entire process – and, of course, we thank WAR President Shelly 

Duncan for setting up Totes for Hope, which inspired us to take this action. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Laura Kruse 

2017 AE Council Chair 

 


