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Rackheath Parish Council Meeting 

Held on Monday 17th September 2018 AT 7.30 p.m. 

In the Pavilion, Green Lane West, Rackheath 

Present: Paula Lowe (Chair), Chris Yates, Brian Gardner, Rebekah Hughes and Tracy 

Buckley 

In Attendance: Diana Dring (Parish Clerk) 

Public: One 

 

1. Apologies for absence  

Apologies received from Fran Whymark, Sam Youngs, Simon Hunt, Pippa Nurse and 

Julie Hunt. 
 

2.    Declarations of Interest in items on the Agenda 
Tracy declared an interest in the accounts as a recipient of a payment being a reimbursement of 

expenditure. 

3.    Adjournment of the meeting for Public Participation  
In their absence a report from District Councillors Fran and Vince Tapp was read out which 

outlined the progress with the collaborative working between Broadland District Council 

(BDC) and South Norfolk Council (SNC). Both Councils would remain separate autonomous 

decision makers, with individual budgets and councillors but would work together more 

efficiently and effectively and improve services to benefit the health, wellbeing and prosperity 

of BDC residents. It was hoped to achieve financial savings of £8.6 million over the first 5 

years.   

BDC and SNC working collectively would be a stronger voice regionally and nationally e.g. by 

attracting significant funding (e.g. Department for Transport and Transforming Cities), which 

individually they would not be eligible for.  Increased funding and inward investment would be 

used to support new and existing businesses, creating more local jobs.  This would stimulate 

both economic and housing growth, speeding up the delivery of critical infrastructure and the 

availability of affordable housing, allowing more local young people to stay in their 

community.   

The collaboration would evolve over several years.  Ultimately there would be a Joint 

Managing Director and Senior Management Team.  This had already started with a joint Head 

of Planning.  BDC providing local services that are needed would aim to keep Council Tax low.   

BDC and SNC wish to retain and attract the best staff and both councils would do everything 

possible to avoid compulsory redundancies.  In the short term there would be no noticeable 

changes but in the long term there would be more efficient services. 

Formal interviews for the Joint Managing Director would be completed on 28th September and 

the selection agreed by both BDC and SNC and an appointment made at an Extraordinary 

Council Meeting of both Councils on 4th October. The current Chief Executive, Phil Kirby 

would be retiring but remain to support a smooth transition.  

The Police Report of 11 crimes in the Parish during August was read out as follows: 

One Actual Bodily Harm (ABH), Domestic; One ABH, Police; One Cause Intentional 

Harassment, Alarm or Distress, by a visitor to a Care Home; Three Common Assaults, 

all Domestic; One Criminal Damage to Church pews and other property; One Criminal 

Damage to vehicle, Suspect found not to have capacity and Sectioned; One Harassment 

Without Violence, neighbour issue; One Theft of pedal cycle from driveway; One Theft 

of generator stolen from the Salhouse Road roundabout. There were 36 calls taken by 

the Police/regarding the Parish.  



 

22 
 

 

The Chairman welcomed the member of the public who introduced himself and said 

that he was interested in becoming a Parish Councillor. The Chairman arranged an 

informal interview with Rebekah after the meeting.   

4.    Approval of the minutes of the Parish Council meeting of 20th August 2018 

Following an amendment to the final sentence of item 7.iv to add ‘to depend on ‘the date 

provided by UK Power Networks’, the minutes were approved as a correct record of 

Tracy, seconded by Brian.  

5. Report of any matters arising from the minutes not on the agenda  

The Clerk reported that the bus shelter in Wroxham Rd had had two panels of glass 

broken on Thursday 13th September and had agreed the glass to be replaced at a cost of 

£266.36.  

The bus shelter on Salhouse Rd had been knocked down by a car on 27th August 2018 

and was reported to Parish Council insurance company who had agreed the replacement 

cost. The new shelter would be ordered with glass windows rather than polycarbonate 

and the addition of a front panel to protect passengers from being splashed by puddles 

in the road.  

 

6. Receipt of the minutes of the Planning & Neighbourhood Plan meeting of 25th June 

2018 and to consider a report of the meeting of 3rd September 2018 

Members received the minutes of the Planning and Neighbourhood Plan meeting of 25th 

June and noted the contents of the meeting of 3rd September 2018. 

7. Receipt of the minutes of the Parks and Leisure Committee meeting of 13th August 

2018 and to consider a report of the Committee meeting of 10th September 2018 to 

include progress updates and recommendations concerning 

The minutes of the Parks and Leisure meeting of 13th August were received by the 

Council on the proposal of Tracy, seconded by Rebekah.  

i)     Pavilion Progress- Revised Construction Programme  

It was noted that the building work on the Pavilion had been deferred to start on 

Monday 26th November 2018 and be completed by 17th May 2019. A pre-construction 

meeting had been held with the building contractor and various matters raised which 

would need to be clarified with the Project Manager at a meeting in October. Discussed 

the issues regarding potential asbestos in cupboard ceilings and toilet cisterns and 

agreed to go back to the company that surveyed the building and advised action to 

remove asbestos in 2011. 

The building contract although approved required the addition of the amended building 

programme before signing 

ii) Grant Award Conditions 

The Football Foundation grant was conditional on the Parish Council making 

improvements to the football pitches as recommended by in the Football Association 

Pitch Improvement Programme following inspection of the pitches in April 2018. It was 

recommended that priority be given to having the pitches treated by a verti-drainer and 

the lowest quotation for this was provided by Garden Guardian at £400 for both pitches. 

This was approved on the proposal of Tracy, seconded by Rebekah. The PC to approve 

quote for treatment of playing field  

iii) Fireworks Event 2018 

Plans for the fireworks event on 2nd November were noted and responses received to a 

request for volunteers to help run the event. 
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iv) Any Other Matters 

It was felt that the Parish Council should pay for electrical works needed to the outside 

light and water heater at the Cabin on Salhouse Road as they would be the main users 

since the Community Trust had dissolved. It was agreed to ask for a quote for the work 

on the proposal of Chris, seconded by Brian. 

 

8. Consideration as to whether he Parish Council should take on ownership of the 

Cabin. 

Following the dissolution of the Community Trust in July the Parish Council were 

asked if they were interested in taking on the Cabin next to the Church from the District 

Council but deferred a decision while the potential cost was calculated. The Parish 

Council would have to pay around £1600 a year comprising rates to Broadland Council, 

land rent to the Church and electricity cost. Chris proposed that the Parish Council did 

not take ownership, seconded by Brian and agreed unanimously.  

 

 

9. Discussion of points to be raised by the Chairman at a meeting with Broadland 

Council regarding Salhouse Parish Council’s proposed parish boundary changes  

The Parish Council agreed in December 2017 ‘not to support Salhouse Parish Council’s 

proposed boundary change on the grounds that the proposal had no benefit to Rackheath 

residents, the time and cost of the referendum process in both parishes was not 

justifiable, it would add extra responsibility and potential cost to Rackheath, the land 

was closer to Salhouse settlement than Rackheath, the Masterplan had not been 

approved and a change was not necessary as there were no issue with the current 

boundary. It was agreed to review the position when the Masterplan was approved’. 

Members agreed that the response was still valid and the Chairman should reiterate 

those points at the meeting. 

 

10. Accounts 

i) Approval of Payments  

The following payments were approved on the proposal of Rebekah, seconded by Chris 

Diana Dring  August Salary        £815.58             

Diana Dring   Additional hours + expenses      £433.71  

HMRC   August PAYE & NI           £515.24 

Norfolk Pension Fund August Pension contributions            £446.26 

Garden Guardian  Grounds Maintenance – Aug charge          £907.62 

PKF Littlejohn   Accounts Audit 2017/18      £360.00 

Waste Raiders   Bus Shelter Clearance       £144.00 

Eon   Surgery Electricity       £115.38 

Eon   Pavilion Electricity         £95.22 

Tracy Buckley   Storage boxes & Megaphone        £28.99 

Wave/Anglian Water  Surgery Water          £12.66 

It was agreed that payment to Norfolk County Council for Nplaw legal fees of £1402.00 

for work on the land registration was not approved and a request for a breakdown of the 

time spent on the matter would be requested.      

 

ii) Monthly Bank Reconciliation  

The bank reconciliation for August was noted showing a total bank balance of 

£60,914.14 including outstanding cheques 
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iii) Conclusion of the Audit of Parish Accounts 2018/19 

It was noted that external auditors PKF Littlejohn LLP had concluded the audit of the 

Parish Council Accounts and the only matter raised was the presentation of the change to 

the valuation of the Parish Council Assets from purchase value to insurance value. No 

further action was required other than display of the audit conclusion. 
 

11. Correspondence  

BDC Planning Enforcement   

Community Action Norfolk – Newsletter 

Broadland Community Grants- news 

Norfolk ALC- Newsletter,  

Police Report 

SLCC- News Bulletin 

BDC- Request for nominations for Broadland Community at Heart Awards 2018 

Radio Norfolk request for interview 

BDC- invitation from Clarion Housing re community funding 

PK Littlejohn- Audit Report 

Norfolk Parish Training & Support Newsletter 

Resident- Bus shelter replacement suggestion 

Resident- continuing issue with vehicles having to U-turn in Broad Lane- NCC 

Highways advised again 
  

12. Public Right to Reply- adjournment of meeting for public to comment  

No comments were made 
 

13. Next Parish Council meeting on 15th October 2018  

 

There being no further business the meeting was concluded at 8.22pm 

 

 

 
 


