
       Studio & Residency Programme
Andong, Republic of Korea

        t: (+82) 10 9039 8050
        w: www.interviews.kr
        e: admin@interviews.kr

SPRING 2015 ARTIST IN RESIDENCE ANNOUNCEMENT

INTERVIEWS is a new artist-run studio and international residency programme based 
in the city of Andong, Korea. We are delighted to announce that this March we will be 
welcoming British artist Alida Sayer as our first artist in residence.

Founded in 2014 by Korean artists/film-makers Ilsun Maeng and 
Ingeun Kim, INTERVIEWS is a not-for-profit organisation that 
offers an alternative platform for cultural exchange between Korea 
and the wider international community.

Creatives from diverse fields nationally and internationally are 
invited to spend time in Andong, located in the North Gyeongsang 
Province, both to share their existing practices and to respond to 
Korean culture as they encounter it first-hand. The aims are to 
reveal fresh perspectives, to stimulate the local community and to 
form longer-term links worldwide, as well as challenging received 
ideas about the authenticity of Korean traditions.
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The first participant in the INTERVIEWS residency programme will be Alida Sayer, a British artist 
based in London and Norwich (UK), who will be resident for the Spring 2015 term.

Alida graduated from The Royal College of Art (London) with an MA Sculpture in 2014 and previously 
studied Architecture and Visual Communication Design at Glasgow School of Art (Scotland) from 
2004 to 2009. As well as exhibiting in solo, group and touring shows in the UK and USA, Alida has 
also worked on a broad range of collaborative, curatorial and production projects and given lectures 
to both public and Higher Education audiences. Her work is featured in numerous books and printed 
publications worldwide and she has both received and been shortlisted for several awards, including 
the D&AD Best New Blood Award (winner, 2009) and the Royal College of Art Varley Award (winner, 
2013).

Her practice is largely preoccupied with exploring 
hidden or intangible structures of meaning and 
the manner in which human thought, experience 
and activity is translated into different material 
forms. She describes her approach as a kind of 
archaeology, but one that ‘attempts to reach both 
forwards and backwards, slipping out of time, 
oscillating between excavation and projection… 
concerned with the dual acts of both reading and 
writing that which lies beyond the surface.’

Alida employs a variety of materials and processes 
in her work, often with a characteristic language 
of repetition, layering and embedding alongside 

deconstruction, cutting and fragmenting. Outcomes vary from large-scale immersive installation, 
expanded printmaking and sculptural objects to written or spoken text, digital animation, video and 
projection.

During her time in Korea, Alida is particularly interested in responding to the themes of inscription, 
preservation and interpretation; exploring the ways in which certain locations, images or traditions, 
as opposed to others, become attributed with particular significance over time and looking towards 
offering alternative readings of the traces and signs that she encounters.

In addition to generating a substantial 
new body of research, forming the basis 
of a major solo exhibition upon her 
return to the UK at Marsden Woo 
Gallery, London (February 2016), Alida 
plans to run a series of workshops, 
discussions, performances and 
site-specific events during her residency 
term in Andong, with the aim of 
exchanging viewpoints and highlighting 
aspects of Korean culture that are 
perhaps otherwise overlooked.

Image right: Alida Sayer, ‘The Mark on the 

Wall’ (2014) bronze

ALIDA SAYER    www.alidasayer.com



INTERVIEWS is co-directed by Ingeun Kim and Ilsun Maeng and hosts two residents per year for a 
term of 3 months each, providing accommodation, studio space and practical support to facilitate a 
broad range of projects. 

If you are interested in finding out more about the programme, receiving updates about our activities 
or becoming involved in any other way then we’d really like to hear from you. Please write to us at 
admin@interviews.kr and keep an eye on our website www.interviews.kr where we will be regularly 
posting our latest news and information about upcoming events. 
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